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two letters came into the post office from

the sheriff of clarkdark county missouri from
them it appears that that state wishes to con-
tinue the old game of seizing witnesses and
making prisoners of them to cover up her

and kidnapping under legal form
the following answer was written

city of nauvoo illiii dec 21 1843
sir two letters were put into inymy hands

this morning relative to the witnesses of mr
averys innocence as to being accessory to
horse ststealingealin somebome four years since in the
first place mr avery was abducted from this
state without process contrary to law in the
second place the principal for felony by the
law of missouri should be indicted Wwithin
three years ace again the revised statutes
of missouri have a wise provision in such
cases as mr averys if mr avery there
fore will sue out a commission according to
the law concerning depositions R S page
2 19 to directed to alderman geo W har-
ris aan acting justice of the peace for the city
of nauvoona and countcounty of hancock the neces-
sary testimony to establish mr averys inno-
cence will be taken according to law and for-
m added to the proper officer in due time

respectfully ac
W IV PHELPS

J white esq dep sheriff
clarkdark co waterloo mo

PPSS you will have the politeness to shew
this to mr avery 3

in the evening I1 was visited by several
strangers and hadbad considerable conversation
with them

friday 22 at home at 9 alnyalno
readingfeadin a magazine to rnymy children

A little after 12 went into the store room
occupied by butler and lewis and commenced
a conversation with dr john rF charles to
convince him that isis not justifiable
aridand that I1 did not deal inin politics

david holman living about 2 miles from
ramus w ent out in the evening mithwith hislis family
visiting about 10 aehe discovered his
house on fire the neighbors had inquired
how ionIODlongiong he would be gone a man rode to car-
thagetl ge A company wentw ent tipup secured the pro-
visions to themselves and fired the house

warm and pleasant weather
saturdaySa 23 at home co the

brethren who called on me and attending to
my domestic duties making preparations for a
christmas dinner party

prayerpra er meeting in the assembly room
sunday 24 at home receivedreceiveied a visit from

mr richardson one of the men who assisted
in kidnapping averyav eraerr liehe manifested some re-
pentancepen tance anTand borrowsorrow for his part in that tran-
sactionsac tion and promised to use what influence hohe
hadbad with the Missourmissouriansianslans to have avery set
at liberty

mondaymonda 25 this morning about I1
I1 was aroused by an english sister lettice
rushton widow of richard rushton senior
who ten yearsears ago lost her sight accompanied

by three of her cynssons with their hiiwiveses and her
ttwo0 daughters with their husbands and severaldevsev eral
of her neighbors singing moltmortalsalsais awake
with angels join c which caused a thrill
of pleasure tto run through my soulsoui all of my
family and boarders arose to hearbearhearthathe seren-
ade and ifI1 feltelt to thank my heavenly father
for their visit and blessed them inin the name
of the lord they also visited my brother
hyrum who was awakened from his sleep liehe
arose and went out of doors ilehe shook handsbands
with andrind blessed each one of them inin the name
of the lord and said that he thought at first
that a cohort of angels had come to visit him
it wasw as such heavenlybeav enlyeniy music to him

tf at home all dayda about noon gave counsel
to some brethren who called on me from mor-
leymorreysettlement and told them to keep law on
their side and they would come out well
enough

at two about 50 couple sat down at
nyiny table to dine while I1 was eating mym scribe
called requesting me to solemnize the marriage
of his brother drbr levi richards and sarah
griffiths but as I1 could notdot leave I1 referred
him to prest B young who married them

A large party suppedcupped at my house and spent
the eveningev eang in music dancing ac inin a most
cheerful and friendly manner duringburing the
fefestivitiesstivi ties a man with his hair iongions ankand ffallfailallali
ing over apparently
came ininlandand acted like a IUismissourian I1iteieete
quested the captain of the police to put him
out of doors a scuffle ensued and I1 had an
opportunity to looklook him full in the face when
to my greatgeat surprisesurprize and joy untold I1 dis-
covered it was my long tried warm but cruel-
ly persecuted friend orrin porter rockwell
just arrived from nearly a years imprisonment
without conviction in missouri

the following is hisids statement of hisbis expe-
rience and sufferings by that accursed peo-
ple

144 I1 orrinorbi porter rockwell was on my way
from new jersey to nauvoo and while at st
louis on the ath marchM arch 1843 was arrested
hyby a mr fox on oath of elias parker who
swore I1 was the 0 P rockwell advertised in
the papers as havingbaving attempted to assassinate
lilburn W boggs and was taken before a
mamagistrateistrate in stfit louis

fivasI1 was then put into the st louisloul1

s county
jail and kept two days with a pair of iron
hobbles on my ankles about midmidnight waswas
taken into the stastagestaee coach inlo charge of fox
and started for jefrejefferson city there Nwerewre nine
passengers two cfof them worwodwomenrientien I1 sat on the
middle seat one of the men behind me conncorncom-
menced gouging me in the back I1 spoke to
him and told him that it was dark and I1 could
not see him but that he was noDO gentleman
one of the ladiesladles whispered to him and he
ceased the operation

the nextdext night the driver being drunk run
aagainstainest a tree and broke the kinghing bolt and

not knowknowingI1 nr what to do ironed as I1 was I1
crawled into the boot and found an extra bolt
and idin the dark fixed the coach got it off the
tree and we started on soon after run against
a bank and could not movemore I1 was asleep at
the time but the bustle awoke me wwhen I1 told
them if thethey would take oftoff inmyy irons2is

epI1 would
get off and drive as the driver was too drunk
to the llorfiorhorsesses they refrefusedused 1I how-
ever got hold of the lines and by the help of
other passengers lifting at the wheels got it
righted and I1 drove to thele next stand near the
osage river the roads were very bad and the
load heavy so weive got

71
along slowly

there was anin officer of the U 8 army in the
coach we were two days and two nights
from st louis in reaching jefferson city
where I1 was lodged in the jail two days and
and two nights the U S officer went on

started on for independence still in charge
of fox at Boonville overtovertookoak the U S officer
we three were all that were in thetiie coach all
the way from boonvilleblonvilleBo onville to hiindependencedependence sher-
iff reynolds told me afterwards that when liehe
looked into the stage that he took me for the
guard and the officer for the prisoner for behe
looked like the guilty one

was about four days goinggiang to independence
arrived there just at night a large croiecrowd
gathered around making many remarks some
were for hanging me at once I1 was then
placed in the jail in two or three days under-
went a sham trial before a justicejustlee ofor the peace
the court house was crowded and the men
were armed with hickory clubs they set on
boys from 10 to 12 years of age to kick and
punch me which they did repeatedly while
in court fox was the main witness introduced
and liehe swore ffalsely

fox swore that I1 had stated to him that I1
had not been inin the country for five years I1
informed the court that fox swore falsely in
proofroof thereof that the people of independenceindependencedeivknew that I1 had traveled through independence
several times during that time for the people
were all well aware of my having visited thistills
place which fact alone should satisfy them
that fox was swearing for moneysindney which I1 af-
terwardsterwards learned that he obtained and divid-
ed with parker

the magistrate committed me to prison for
my safe preservation as lie was afraid the
pepeopleopleopie would kill me but he could find no
crime against me this I1 was told by the officer
who conveyed me to prison

I1 was re committed to jail still wearing the
iron hobbles and was kept in the upper part
in the day time and in the dungeon at night
with a little dirty straw for a bed without any
bedding no fire and very cold weather for
eighteenn days iI1 was not free from shaking
with cold I1 then got permission to buy 11
bushels of charcoal which I1 put into an old
kettle and kept a little fireferfirewhenwhen that was
gone I1 could not obtain any iglioremore

after I1 waswas arrested at st louis I1 was
visited by joseph wood an apostate mormon
who professed to be a lawyer he was accom-
panied by mr Blanerhasset who told me that
everything I1 had would be taken from me and
proposed lo10 take charge keep and return to
me any property I1 might have with me I1 let
him have a pair of pistols a bowie knife and
watch which he never returned to me

after the weather got a little warmer theythelfurnished me a few old newspapers to rearead
A family lived at the corner of the jail the
women once in a while used to send out a little
nero girl with a small basket of victuals
sheshoe handed up to the grate a big missouri whip
stock with a piece of twine which I1 tied to
the pole and drew up the basket and let it
down again

I1 madem ide a pin hookbook and tied to the twine and
baited with a chunk of corn dodger hard en-
ough to knock a negro down with and stuck it
out of the grated window and fished for pukes
when passersbypassers by came alonaionalong they would stop
and gawk at me awhile anaddand passass on

A preacher who had a familyfamil of girlsiris lived
on the opposite side of the street the girls
would watch and laugh at them and call out
and ask me if I1 gotsot any bites I1 replied no but
some gloriousglonionriou nibbles

numbers were put into the jail with me at
different times and taken outou againazain one of
them who was charged with a frfraudulentaadul e nt
issue of VU S treasury notes was allowed to
have his saddle bags with him they con-
tained some fire steels gun flints and articles
of indian tradetrace I1 sawed the irons nearlydearly off
with one of the fire steels he got the negro
girl to get him a knife and I1 finished cuttillcutting
the fetters with it he would frequently call
for a good supsupperMer and pay for it which was
allowed him but donofa allowed me he was
very anxious to escape and urged me to under-
take it with him he ordered a good supper
and he ate very hearty I1 would not eat tell-
ing him that liehe could not run if he ate so
much nearly dusk as the jailor came intoin to
get the dishes we sprang to the door and I1
locked him in and threw the key into the gar-
den in coming down stairs vvoivewe met the jail
ors wife I1 told her that her husband was un-
harmed I1 had only locked him up we had a
board fence to climb over which was about
12 feet hihighh I1 climbed it and ran about 2020
rods whencewhen he called me to come back and help
him over which I1 did if I1 had not I1 should
have escaped the pure air had so great an
efieffectact upon me that I1 gave out and slacked
myr pace the populace of the place came up
and I1 told them to run they would soon catchue
him and that I1 had given out and could not

I1

run they soon returned with him I1 fell into
I1 the crowd and walked babackck to the jail yard

sheriff J H reynolds laid his hand upon
my shoulder he being the first to approach
me asked where the key was I1 told him in
the garden

smallwood nowlin was the first who pro

posed to hang meroe on the spot when reynolds
gave me a push towards the crowd and said
there behe is god damn him do what you damn

please wittiwith him 5 Nowknowlibowlinslinsns son in law by
marryingying one of his mulatto wenches aliexa mex-
ican stepped up to me to lay hold of me when
I1 told him to stand oftoff or I1 would mash liishis
face he stepped back

I1 then vaiwalkedval redked up stairs into the jail was
followed by reynolds and others until the
room and stairs were full reynolds asked
me what I1 had cut my irons off with I1 went
to the saddle bags andand handed him the knife
and fire steel while feeling for them I1 got
hold of a piece of buck skin that hadbad some
three or four pounds of bullets tied up in it
which I1 intended to userise in mashing in the head
of any one that should attempt to put a rope
on my neck A rope was passed alonaionalongCY over
the heads of the people into the room to a
baldbaid headedhedded man about this time pistols
could be heard cocking in every martof the
room and bowie knives were produced as if
forsightfor fight in afewa few minutes the room was clear
cfall but three or four persons

I1 was then pdtpat into the dungeon my feet
ironed together my right hand to my leftleft foot
so close that I1 could not half straiten myself
the irons when put on my wrists were so
smsmallallail that they would hardly go on0n and swell-
ed them but in eighteen days I1 couldcoald slip them
up and turn tapin around my arm at the elbow
I1 was fed on cold corn dodger and meat of the
poorest description and if I1 did not eat it all
up it was returned the next time

about a mmonthanth after the court sat my irons
were taken off and I1 was so weak that I1 had
to be led to the courtroomcourt room by the officer I1
was notified that a bill was found against me
for breaking and the grand jury had
failed to find a bill against me on the charge
of shooting boggs as charged in the advertise-
ment offeofferingri ar reward for my apprehension

I1 was ttaken
ayce

into court and was asked by
the judge if I1 had any counsel I1 told him I1 had
not ilehe asked if I1 had any means to employ
a counsel I1 answered I1 had none with me that
I1 could control he then said here are a
number of counselors if I1 was acquainted
with any of them I1 could take my choice I1
told him I1 would inakemake choice of mr doniphan
who arosearafe and made a speech saying he was
crowded with business but that here are plenty
of young lawyers who could plead for me as
well aaas hebe could the judge heard hisbis plea
and then told me he did not consider that a
sufficient excuse and I1 could consider mr
doniphan my counsel

I1 was then ordered back to jail and ironed
again in the same way mr Doiddold phan asked
for and obtained a change of venue to clay
county which is in another district

when the officers came to independence jail
for me they requested me to get ready in a
hurry aaas they feared the mob would kill me
I1 told them I1 wanted to auton a clean shirt if
it cost me my aflifeilfee as I1 had not been permitted
to enjoy the luxury of a change of linen since
I1 had boarded at the expense of jackson coun-
ty while I1 was changing my shirt the officers
several times told imse to hurry or the mob
would be on me and hillkill me

when I1 got ready to start the officers fur-
nished me a very hard trotting horse with a
miserable poor0r saddle tied my feet under the
horse withrowith rropes0pes and my hands behind my
back and started off at a good round trot in
charge of two officers in a short time a
strange gentleman fell into our company who
vaswas alsoaisoalsoaiso on horseback it was six miles to the
ferry where we could cross the missouri river
when wevve gotot there we saw the boat land on
the opposite side when several men got off the
boat and took a course to the woods through
which the road ran the boat returned this
stranger asked where are those men going I1

and was answered they are goingboid to the woods
to hew timber

we then crossed and took our way for lib-
erty when we left the boat we saw no signs
of people nor heard any sound of axes alterafter
traveling some two or three miles the woods
became dense and brushy we heard the craeracrack-
ling

ck
of brush and the noise of men traveling

through it the officers and the stranger ap-
peared frifrightenedlikened and urged speed keeping
close watwatchck we came to an opening in the
woods when the noise of cracking of brush
ceased we traveled safely to liberty where
this stranger told his friends that he overheard I1

several men in independence planning to wayyay i

lay me in the thick timber on the missourilisso urluri
bottom at the place where we heard the nois-
es but his being in company counteracted their
plot I1 was then lodged in liberty jailjall in
a ffewchiv days afterwards I1 learned that the
men who went into the brush told it that they
went into the woodsmoods according to agreement
to waylay me but when they saw this stranger
it frustrated their plans

in about ten days on pretext of informality
in the papers I1 was remanded back to inde-
pendencependence jail it was rumored that I1 was again
going to be waylaid when the two officers
iromfrom clay county took me by a different road
and so I1 escaped the second time

when I1 was put in independence jail I1 was
again ironed hand and foot and put in the dun-
geon inin which condition I1 remained about two
months dining this time joseph H reynolds
the sheriff told me he was goinggoffig to arastarrest jo-
seph smith and they had received letters from
Vnauvoo which satisfied them that joseph
smith had unlimited confidence in me that I1
was capable of boling him in a cacarriageariagei or on
horseback any where that I1 pleapieapleasedsed and if I1
would only tole him out by riding or any other
way so that they could apprehend him 1I might
please myself whether I1 staid in illinois or
came back to missouri they would protect me
anand any pile that levou ld name the citizens of
jajackson county would donate club totogetheroether

and raise and that I1 should nevernever suffer for
want afafterwardsterwards you only deliver jo smith
hiltinto our hands and name your pile I1 replied
111 I will see you all damand first and then I1
wont 1

about the time that joseph was arrested by
reynolds at dixon I1 knowing that they were
after him and no means under heaven of giving
him any information my anxiety became so
intense upon the subject knowing their deter-
minationmination to kill him that my flesbaflesh twitched on
my bonefbonedbone I1 couldcoultfLotnot helpheip it twitch it would
while underundergoingping ththis8 sensation I1 heard a
dove light on the window in the upper room of
the jail and commence cooing and then went
off in a short time he came back to the win-
dow where a pane was brokebrokennhelielle crept
through between the bars of iron which were
about 21 inches apart I1 saw it fly round the
titrapdoortrapa door several times it did not alight but
continued cooing until it crept through the bars
againallain and flew out through the broken win-
dowdo W

I1 relate thishis as it was the only occurrenceoccur rendorende
of the kind that happenedd during my long and
weary imprisonment but it proved a comfort
to me the twitching of my flesh ceased and
I1 was fully satisfied from that moment that
they would not get joseph into missouri and
that I1 should regain my freedom from the best
estimates that can be made it was at the time
whenvhebhen joseph wasas in the custody of reynolds

in a few days afterwards sheriff reynolds
came into the jail and told me that he had
made a failure in the arrest of joseph

after the lawyerslawyer shadhad been about two months
making out fresh papers I1 was again conveyed
to liberty jail on a miserable horse with feet
and handsbands tied as before but a different road

inalnain a few days afterwards my mother found
where I1 was and she came to see me and
brought me whereby I1 was enabled to
fee mr doniphan for his services as coun-
sel

the time of trial being continually delayed
I1 began to be uneasy I1 was handcuffed in the
dungeon which is the basement story of the
prison and is about nine feet high I1 took
down the stove pipe pushed my clothes up
through the stove pipe holebole and then crawled
through the hole in the floor which was made
of logs about 14 inches thich into the upper
room the hole was so small that it scratched
my flesh and made me bleed from many wounds
then examined the inside door and with the
bale of the water pail I1 unbolted it but finding
I1 could not get through the outside door I1 re-
turned to my dungeon through the same nar-
row pass

the following night I1 made another attempt
through the same way but failing to get
through the outside door I1 lay down on theiho
upper floor where the boys who were bringing0
my food next morning found memg they made an
alarm when five or six men came and again
conveyed me down into the dungeon0 it caused
quite an excitement

my mother learning that mr doniphan had
returned home she went to him and prevailed
on him to come and speak to me at the dun-
geon grate while he was talking to me a
little boboy the son of a poor widow about five
or 6 years old who had previously been to see
me and finding I1 had no fire had run home and
brought some fire and chips to the grate mr
dodoniphann said you little devil you what are
yoyouu doing here with this fire liehe replied ci am
gogoing0 in to giveivelve it to mr rockwell so that he
caican1 warn him 51 doniphan then said you little
devil you take this fire and leasefleave when thetile
little urchin replied looking him in the face
mr doniphan you go to hell I1 amaur goinging toilgive mr rockwell tiottothisis fire so that be can

warm him 5 and he pushed it through the grate
gave me the chips and continued to supply my
daidaldailydallyy wants of chips and fire while I1 continued
in tthe dumdungeoneon

from mr doniphan I1 learned that a special
term of court was called and my trial would
come on in about fifteen days the night fol-
lowing this visit some men came to the grates
of inmy dungeon and asked if I1 wanted to get
out iboldI1 told them no as I1 had lyeenleenleea informedithat day that I1 shoushouldld have a trial in a fort-
night they replied hoor bright if you wish
to get out wellweilweli let you out in a few minutes
I1 replied that I1 would rather remain as my
trial come on so soon morningmorning
one of the men came put some moneymonkey inin oethe
cleft of a stick and put it through the hole to
nmee he refused to tell his namenane but I1 knew
by his voiceoiceolce that he was one of the men who
came to me inin the night

dleniethedie trial came on according to my last noti-
ficationfi I1 was tried for breaking independence
jail and althoughh the law of missouri readsreids
that inin order to break jail a man must break a
lock a door or a wall still judge king ruled
that it was breaking jail to walk out when the
the door is open and under this ruling the jury
brought inin a i verdict of cffivee minutes imprison-
ment in the county jatijail 5 but I1 was kept there
four or fiveflye hours during which time several
attempts were made to getgot up some other
charge against me

about 8 pmp m on dec 13 general doniphan
took me outort and told me I1 must take across
the country on foot and not walkalkaik on any tratrav
aled road unless it was during the night as
they would be apt to follow and again take me
as they did not care on what aroungroundss so they
could make me trouble

I1 accordingly startedtarted accompanied by my
mother and went to the housebouse of a widow
where I1 obtained my first supper inin freedom
for more than nine months we then traveled
two miles andarid obtained 4

I1 then took through the woods to the road
where I1 heard two men riding on horseback I1
hid behind a shady tree and 0 overhearderheardt one of
them say he has not been gone many minutes
wew e shall soon 0overta e himim 1


