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s lying curled up on 8 matted gcouch
:vr?lh{ Opgposlta side of the room with
an eighteen months old child asleep in
his arme Our convarsation aroused
the little one from ite elumber and it
began toory and refused lo be pacified.
wWe oftered it candyy nickpacks and
niokels, but it was of no avail, It hait
evidently made up its mind to ory and
conlinued to bellow lustily. A score
or mrore of Chinamen popped their
heads o st the door to ascertain the
onuse of the disturbance aud when
they saw ue they disappearsd jnstantly
and one of them frightened the othera
almost out of thelr wits hy
telling them tbal we were San Fran:
oisco custom bouse opjum svizers. The
woman, however, soon disabused their
minda of this iden. 1n the meantime
her husband had suoceeded in quisting
the little voe by folding it 1o his arme
as he lay upon the bed and ajlowlng it
to inhale the fumes of oplum as the
snioke was emitted in dense velumen
from his own nostrile. The child
drew the smokv into its lunge Ina
manner that was truly astonishing.
“*Oh, he likee amoke, toe,”’ laughed
the father when we sXpressed our sur-
prire and horror at the performance.

Understsnding that corfirmed opium
votaries are generally ohildless, I asked
the father bow long he had been an
habitua} emaker aod he replied, 'fone
year.?” Heatated turther that he coa-
sumed one doliar’s worth of oplum
every twenty-four hours. His habita.
tion was s perfeot ploture of poverty
and woe, Wrelohednes: and misery
were stamped upoa the counfenances
of the entire family, which consisted
of the parents wxnd three children.
When I eaw the terribie destitutien
that prevuiled there I naked  the Mon-
gollan if be would pot forego Lhe
awful babit in order to better provide
for his wife aod obildren, and he
muttered as he coutinued to smoke
away at kls plpe, *“Me nocan dove
that. I dieit | no smokee.”” And he
no doubt told the truth.

Most of the Chinamen in this coun-
try, it is claimed by dealers in oplum,
amoke a superior urticle of the
drug while the majority of oplum
smokers o China are too poor
to buy the bust and conzequently get
what they can—a vile adulteration.
The habit Is more widespread in thia
coulitry than ise generally imagloed,
Even Americans ixdulge in It to an
nlarming extent. Toey are, &3 n rule,
however of tue crimioal classes. A
close observer caa detect them on the
streets by their ashen complexioen,
sunken and expressionless eyes, spare
forma an j feebled walk, Bevuralsuch
characters wore engaged in smoking
in oue of the pleces we visited, It Iy
¢claimed by some that oplum ¢aw ba
moderately used without fll effects.
Those who thus contend are unguali-
fiedly mistaken. The best iuformed
physfcians say that it cannot be taken
cokelnOtly in the slightest degree wilh-
out soon moking visible ravages on the
syetem. A man who oontrscts (he
habit soon becomes indelent and usu-
lese, loomng all business laot snd en-
terpriee and floally becomes a slave,
n disgrace nnd a pitiable wreck, No
rellance whatever cau be pladed zpon
the word or houesty of such a man.
He i2 an object who shuns and s
shunoed by soclety. Moral degrada-
tioen and ruln have overtaken him.

Home i# no longer home. Business—
he has pone, He is hopelersly en-
thralled, spending his time emoking
mote and more. The desire for food
vanishes and he drawe lemporary
strength from the pipe. His form
becomes drawu and pinched, his nkin
tight and ehriveled, his vyes a nickly
¥ellow. There is a terrible gnawing
at bis vitals, Hie strength decroases
daily until he grows too weak even to
smoke. Hethsno falla baokx upono his
miserable pailet and dies o suech
aguny B8 would cause the stoutest
heart to guail.

[t ie estimated that shout thirty per
cent of the Chinese in the Unlited
Btates are confirmed opjum sots. Asa
vormnmerofal commoditity the exiractis
a well paylug artiele, Ban Franeiseo
la the oplum smoker’s Meca of
Awerios, There he revels In It day
and night and gives no end of trouble
to the police. He makes oplum
smuygling ae well as smoking a part of
bis business; The vice there finds its
way secretly jobto the magnificent
palaces of even rich Amerfcans,
though my guide, who haaspant con-
sigerable time investigatlng the opium
traffio in that city, says that such cases
are gratiiylogiy rare. There ns here,
he says, it )3 gegerally only depraved
white pevple who use it, but they are
numerous.

Btalintios ehow that neariy if pot
qulte half a million pounds of eplum
bave passed through the hands of Ban
Franclaco custom house offioials dur-
lng the last eight years, o say noihing
of the enormous gquantliies smuggled
into ths country aiong the Paecitlo
coast unseen and unheard of, It js
further estimated that 120,000 pounds
of opluma are c¢onsumed by smokera
wost of the Rocky mountsinsannuaily,
most of it in Ban Franoinco, of course.
In 1883 the tariff wes raised from %6 to
$I0 per pound on smoking opium and
¥l per pouud on oplum in its cruds
otate. Tihile duty remalped iu iorce
unifl the McKinley bili went
ioto effect when it wne ralsed to 3§12
;&-r peund for all kinds of opium.

wiwitbhsiandiug this enormous tax the
irade continQes unubated. JLast year
more¢ tban three-fourths of a willion
dollars were paid sesopium dutiss in
Ban Francieco slone.

I have bsan Informed by s number
of Cuinamen thal most of the opium
used in thia clty comes here via Brit-
Ish Columbia. That a great deal ot ft
In smuggled there s no doubt. Oaos
Cbinese #store—and there are & number
here-—it in said,in now carrying a atook
of elghteen hundred pounds ef oplum,.

Opium, as is well undersiood, con-
talps valuable medicinal properties snd
fa the dried juice extraoted from the un-
ripe capsulea of the white poppy
the botanical name of whioch is Fapq-
ver samni ferum. The plant is an
anousl and is supposed to be a outlve
of Amim. It is extensively cultivated
in India, Persls, Aslatic Turkey anyg
wentern China., It le also grewn to a
limited exteut In southern Europe. It
varies ja height from one to six faet,
and [s branched and bhas dark-green
ovale-oblong sesslle leaves. In India
the business of ralelng opium 18 a gov-
ernmen: monopoly and ylelds an
annoal revenue to the ymperial trems-
ury of between $40,000,000 and $50,-
000,000. The profituble cultivation of
the poppy requires the very beet soil.

Theseed |8 planted In India early in
November., It flowers io January and
in February the capaules are ready for
the oplum extraoiors, who, with =»
Dotched {petrument reeembling s eaw,
go through the flelds making fn-
oisione jo them. A milky fuld
oozes out and dries on the surface from
whioh ftis soraped oft the followling
day. It ia then transferred to an
sartheu mould where it I8 formed into
& kind of cake, after which it goes
through a curing process for three ar
four weeks, al the expiration of which
time it js ready for the market. What
la knowWao se the East Indin company
first jntroduced the drug into Cuina.
The Ialter government protested
vigorously. Bhe even exhibited her
displensure by eeizing English vepssls
loaded with the drug and destroying
their cargoes. England resenled and
war lollowed, Chins was beaten and
a8 an unwilling compromise legalized
the trade that 18 annusliy ruining un-
told millions of her subjects.
NEMO.

A NORWEGIAN GOVERNOR.

The constitational inbibition upon
foreign-born citizens becoming Presi-
dent or Vlce-Prestdent ends at that

oint; they may be and have repeaied-
¥y been ju the President’s cabinet,
while there are numbers of them
alwaye in the Benate and House of
Representatives. We are not advised
that auy state in the Union hma n
similar provislon and believe that pone
of them har; while it fs certnin that
many of them have bad governora
who were not only not to the mauner
born ma regarda the =state but to the
Uniled Btates as well. It haa been left
to Minnesota Lo present to the country
the firat {netance (f & mnative
Norweglan being placed st the head
of s commonwesltu, it having chosen:
one to that position on Tuesday last.
His pame is Koute Nelson and his
majority of 10,000 or 1aore weea very:
large one, eapecially when we con-
sider that the land mnearly all slld
the other way. Mr. Nelson 1s practi-
caliy a thorough American in appear-
ance ond otherwlse; he speaks our
langusge without fmpediment, ie fairly
edueated in if, and §s a politiclan of
considerable experience and attaln-
menta. He was a member of the lower
bhouse of Congrese in the [atter part of
President Cleveland’s adminlstration
when the Mills bill was before that
body, and to the mstonishment ol at
least some of hia political aesociates,
voted for the measure. He Lhus enjoys
another uniguedistinction in thife coun-
{ry—that of being a Republican ‘‘tree
trader.”?
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BISHOP HARDY'S BONDS.

Chuiel Justice Zane of the Terrltoriak
Supreme Court, has approved the bond
of Bishop Lieonard G. Hardy, in ble
capaouty of trusiee for Lthe erobenled
Church fund, His sureties are Preals
dent Wilford Woodrutl, George Q.
Cauvnouw, Joreph - F. Bmith, William B.
Preston, Jonu B Wiader, Goorge
Romuey, H. Dinwoodry, George H.
Tayior, L. 8. Hills, F. Armstrong,
Josepli B. Rleharfa Thomas W,
Jenpioge and R. T. Barton. The

amouunt of the (rustee’s bond §s $600,000.



