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conference NOTICE

the sixty eighth semiannualsemi annual con-
ference of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints will convene in
the tabernacle salt lake city at
10 opon monday morning octolocto
beibee 4 1897

the officers and members of the
church generally are cordially in-
vited to attend the meetings of the
conference

WILFORD WOODRUFF
GEORGE Q CANNON
JOSEPH F SMITH

first presidency

THE PELICAN POINT CASE

the singular and mysterious features
connected with the dreadful tragedy
at pelican point in utah county seem
likely to have placed upon them an in-
tensely dramatic climax by the discov-
ery of the real murderer and the con-
sequent vindication of the man who
is undergoing a life sentence of im-
prisonment for the crime

the readers of the news will re-
member that immediately after the
conviction of hayes he was inter-
viewed in prison by a representative of
thisinto paper the interviewer was not
only an experienced newspaper work-
er but waswasaa lawyer as well and his
inquiries into the case the results of
which were published in these columns
altt the timeahne strongly indicated that
had all the evidence possible to obtain
in behalf of the prisoner been present-
ed before the jury a reasonable doubt
of09 his guilt would thereby have been
created

the board of pardons omoomcommutedmuted the
death sentence tofr imprisonment for
life mainly because the evidence of
guilt waswai purely circumstantial and
loti ot absolutely conclusive though the
prosecution undeniably made out a
strong case and in view of what has
recently been brought to light it is
most fortunatefortunat46 that this clemclemencyenvy was
exercised on thetha other hand it
should be borne in mind that nothing

snorenore than circumstantial evidence in-
dicatingdi the guilt of weeks has yet
been discovered and that the case
against him may collapse under judi-
cial scrutiny hayes has not yet been
proven innocent by any means what
Is the most important link in
the evidence in a murder case is still
lacking a sufficient motive for the
murd r of three young men

unfortunate features of the whole
affair are the discredit it tends to
throw upon the courts and the conse-
quent difficulty in enforcing the law
in murder cases if hayes shall be
vindicated his case will long be cited
by criminal lawyers as showing rea-
sons why juries should be fearful to
convict and justice may thus be
wanymany times defeated parfar better
would it have been in such a contin-
gency had the verdict been not
guilty

the casecame against weeks demands
with peculiar force the most thorough
investigation every plue should be
followed up and every effort made to
bring out the truth and the whole
truth and separate it from everything
that tois not part of itself in the

meantime tile public may well suspend
judgment until what has appeared in
the newspapers is substantiated in
court

not the least dramatic and trying
feature of the caspcas is the figure mrs
hayes presents she is the mother of
the boy her husband has been con-
victed of murdering yet she has al-
ways maintained his innocence at
one time she was in danger of losing
by death her husband as well as her
son and her experience has been a
fearful one

SLOW TO comprehend
it was ten years after appomattox

before some of the people of missouri
found out that the war was over it
was more than that after jefferson
daviss requiem was sung before some
of the abolitionists of new england
realized that he was dead and it is
only lately that congressmen have
stopped waving the bloody shirt

but missouri and the rural regions
of new england were not in as close
touch with the world through rail-
roads telegraphs and newspapers as
they are now or the occurrences of
the day would have been sooner
grasped by their inhabitants of
congressmen it may be said that they
would have ceased flourishing the
sanguinary emblem long before they
did had their honesty equalledequal led their
intelligence

there are newspaper writers in
utah who are slower to learn than
were the guerillasguerrillasguerillas of missouri or the
antislaveryanti slavery enthusiasts of new eng-
land either this is true or they
must be classed with the congress-
men referred to periodically these
writers pretend to see signs in the
political sky which portend things
most direful

dimly through the fumes of a
heated imagination they fancy they
discern the vague but awful out-
lines of a vast spectral figure
indescribable yet terrible in
form with name church
spelled out in mystical and gigantic
characters right across its back the
havoc about to be wrought by this
dreadful creature is appalling and
the patriotic spirits of those who see
the vision are perturbed beyond
measure

among the things this vast and in-
describable specter is about to do are
the wiping out of the present political
parties in this state the resurrection
and rehabilitation of the old parties
with all their old time strength and
enmity the subjugation of the state
to the rule of a hierarchy the trans-
position of ensign peak and antelope
island and several other achievements
equally feasible and shocking

reference to some matter connected
with politics somewhere in this state
made by some prominent churchman
or espespecially by the news has the
effect of unveiling to the gaze of these
writers this monstrous apparition
and they immediately proceed to in-
flict upon the suffering public long
inane and unintelligible descriptionsdescription of
whatvv hat they sayday they see

for half a dozen years this sort of
thing has been going on and it is time
to cease it if the editorial fraternity
of our fair youn state is to escape
the charge ofcf embracing more than itspropproportion of imbecilesimbeciles

the utter senselessness off much that
appears in some of our local cotemclotem
porariesarles upon this subject comprises
one of the most discouraging

cal problems that confront the apte elof our commonwealth A speetspectererX si
toIs raised today onlyenly to be laid nlrow suspicions are expressed only to
be exploded as soon as an answer to
tham can be printed settled bonfi 1 l
dence is prevented Xi i

to these people might be suggestedthat their hindsight is better thban 5

their foresight the former beinbeing9 timthemore valuable should be more 0often
used they have written acres A
rubbish about what the momonnett 1

church was about to do and about v
what would result from utterances hits leading men respecting tOLthey have filled their columns withprofuse predictions concerning whatwould result from expressions that 1l

have appeared in the editorial 0 v
dumns of the news yet they cannotcaltpoint out the first single instance vafist v
which their predictions have been
filled they cannot find a solitaryary iniiistance in which their charges againstthe leaders of the mormon churchagainst this paper or their pro agn

of results that wouldtheir policy have been verified tijatte t
record shows that without fall thabweff s

have been not only false prophets baabst
also false accusers withcertainty time has vindicated abirsa a
men and measures they have OBposed and almost always the vtcation has come so swiftly that it laywonderful they could not have tora S
seen it t

BISHOP II IFFS REPORT

to the methodist conference i
in this cityopened yesterday was pra

dented the report of bishop T 0the document deals with the hheatorand progress of the methodistMethodiBt c
in utah and contains considerable

data relating to this subisubject
the first building occupied by it tk16
utah Is thus referred to

faultsFaus ts hall an unfinished lul
loft over a livery stable on beoda
sooth street was rented may 10
for one year at

it may be that this hall had attime been used for storing hay butbullwas torfor many years regarded asasam4spectaclespec table hall well suited forboor not
lie gatherings and borlafor a time priori K

1870 was occupied as a federalfeder co00 1
room the original quarters of V
methodistmethodit t church in this city agii 1I

dilated by the rent paid for
were much more respectable
any ordinary hay loft thisis said for the sake of chiqhlaaccuracy V

the report speaks of the
growth of the intermountain faoaand says that among the agencies taftt ss

have contributed to it have been omec A
benediction of the almighty ika

the american spirit it then
ceede t

1I regret the necessity that campetaccoM peta S

any modification of this general states is
ment concerning the true ame
spirit and idea I1 am aware that awai y
a brief and guarded review of some ol01 S

history by whomsoever writ iten will probably provoke s
if not dissent I1 hope that those wb
differ with me may be influenced bitthat feeling of charity which 1I 1 P 1

may lead me to speak considesconsconsideratelyidemkt 1

of a people among whom I1 have m
and labored for a quarter of a c A

tury but whose faith I1 cannot accolaaco
as christian and whose former VIMin some respects I1 must criticize
un american however koeplikeeping
mind and bearing willing festl
that there are individuals and 1

of them in the mormon churchch
daily lives and deeds are as ilup
and commendable as those ot0
churchyoutou cannot speak of utah e
speaking of the mormonscormonsMormons you


