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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

swinging like a pendulum hbeneath the
trap, the fingers, now all Dblue and
chilled looking, =till rested where he
had placed them as he left the cell

Instantly upon arriving on the gal-
lcws, the rope was knotted about hls
neck, The murderer held his chin
high in air to make room for the stift
rew line, knotted in the peculjar
faghion of the hang-man.

By an unusual privilege, the con-
demned was permitted to wear a low
collar open front, and a white satin
tie. His face was pale, but it was not
the ashy paleness of terror. It was
tbe face of a mana,who, knowing that he
solved to do It like a man.

The rope about his neck, and the
hang-nian turned to get the black
cap, when the erect head turned and
Durrant whispered a request to be al-
lowed to speak. It was granted. ‘Chen
with his foot on the trap, ihe cord
about his throat tied fast to the cross-
heam on the gallows, the holy water
of his baptism in the Catholic church
on his head, he said these final words:

"I deslre to say that aithough I am
an innocent man, innocent of every
¢rime that hap been charged againat me,
I bear no animosity toward those who
have persecuted me, not even the press
of San Franclsco, which hounded me
to the grave, If any man thinks I am
golng to spring a sensation,—I am not,
except 1t 18 a seppation that I am an
jnnocent man brought to the grave by
my persecutors. But I forgive them ali.
They will get their justice from the
great God who fs Master of us all, and
there I, also, expect to get justice, that
s, the justice of an innocent man.

“Whether or no the perpetrators of
the crime 'of which I am charged are
discovered It will make no difference to
me now, but I say this day will be a
slimme to the great state of Califor-
nia. .

“I forglve everybody who has perse-
cuted me, an Innocent man, whaose
hands have never been Rtained with
blood, and I go to meet my God with
torgiveness for all men.”

Durrant began to speak at 10:34 and
censed at 10:38 He delivered his few
sentencesd at tlmes poorly constructed,
full of repetitions and protestations of
his Ihnocence in a low sing-song, grow-
Ing slighty vehement tone he declared
that he was not gullty of the crime
for which he had been sent to the gal-
lows.

Hig father, who stood with reddened
eyen, though tearless, on the floor in
front of his son, shoved bacl the near-
eat bystanders as though fearful that
they should fafl in respect to one 80
near his earthly end.. But the crowd,
though breathless and curious, was not

exultant. was not a mob, and no sound

of approval or the contrary digturbed

the speaker nor disturbed the ghastly:
Durrant finished ealmly |

proceedings.
with a falling intonation.

Impatlent for their task, the guards,
for the suspepnse wask harder on them
than on the condemned, drew the
sahle cap over his head. As the
descending cap covered his face, there
was no change in the expression of the
man, who almost In the same [nstant
was dead. Hardly was the cap ad-
Justed when the trap dropped with its
loud rattle, the only sound in the in-
tense sllence, ‘The body dropped, there
wan the sound of the tugging of the
rope as It drew taut under the weight
of the body and that was all. A vibra-
tion or two, and the body hung at the
end of hemp quite motionless.

The elder Durrant gazed steadily at
the proceedings unttl that moment,
then his head fell forward upon the
shoulders of young Smythe, Deuprey’s
clerk, and he buried his face and the
expression of his grief from the sight
of men.

The doctors gathered about the sus-
pended body, listened for the respira-
tion and watcited the pulse, In just

eleven minutes and 28 seconds, ail ze-
tlon had ceased and the Durrant case
was ended, The physiclans detected
no respiration after the drop. During
the first second afterward the pulse
registered 67 to 60 during the seventh
second, 36 to 60, and in the tenth sec-
ond 30.

The body with the cap on was placed
in a black plne box. Later the cap
wasg removed and the corpse enclosed
in a casket provided by the famlly.
Mrs.Durrant did not witness the execu-
tion. She remained with Theodore un-
tit 10:15, fifteen minutes before the
end. She watched Father Lagan bap-
tise her son in the Catholic church and
was then led, weeplhg, out of the prison
by two guards. She remalned in the
grounds until all was over and then
departed.

The coffin with the contents was
taken immediately to San Francisco by
an undertaker.

Weashington, Jan. 7.—L. P. Boardman,
attorney for Durrant. left the hotel at
an early hour this morning to make the
last deaperate effort to secure a stay of
proceedings for the condemned man.

Almost immediately after the mem-
bers of the Supreme court took their
seats Attorney Boardman sought to
present a petition for a writ of habeas
corpus, He had not been admitted to
the bar, and to save time presented a
personal  petitlon.  Boardman read
the petition at length, consuming half
an hour. The Justices asked many
questions to get at the exact status of
the case. The Justices then retired to
the conference room to consider the
case,

[ The United States Supreme court at
three minutes past one o'clock today,
rendered its finat declsion in the case of
Theodore Durrant, refusing to inter-
fere. The matter was hefore the court
on zn applleation made by Attorney L.
P. Boardman, for leave to flle a peti-
tion for a writ of habeas corpus in
Durrant’'s behalf, This application wag
only made by Mr. Boardman as he had
exhausted all other resources in the
shape of individual membera of the
court. After seeing Justices Brewer
and Harlan last night, he called upon
Justice 8hiras before the convening of
court, but met with the same dental
which he had recelved at the hands of
the other Justices, He saw Mr, Bhiran
at his resldence, and to him presented
his application for an appeal from the
decisions of the Californla courts {n a
brie{ form.

| In announcing the decision pf
court the Chlef Justice sald:

“In the matter of application far a
writ of habeas corpus in the case of
Theodore Purrant, the petition to file
an application for a writ 1s denled up-
opinion of the

the

.on the umanimous
court.””

San Francisco, Jan. 7.—An extraor-
\dinary amount of interest In Durrant’s
iexecution was manifested all over the
state. In this city crowds of people as-
lsempbled about the newspaper offices
where bulletins were displayed., Ex-
tra editions of the papers were Issued
land they were eagerly purchased by
the crowds on the streets,

Nor was the interest confined to Cal-
ifornla alone., 8o widespread was the
demand for news of the executlon, that
bulletins were sent to all parts of the
United States,

The prevailing sentiment In 8an
|Francisco 1s that Durrant deserved his
fate, but there are many people who
still belleve him innocent.
| William Idenrv Theodore Durrant,
who was hanged at the state prison at
San Quentin today, gave his life in
change for the lives of two young wo-
men who were members of the church
to which he belonged. While Durrant
was convlceted of but one murder under
the law. he was held responsible by
publiec opinlon for the murder of beth
Blanche Lamont and Minnie Williams,

and it Is felt that his death explates
one crime as much as the other.

Durrant’s crimes were pecullar ip
their atrocity, from any point of view,
He was reared in a Christlan home,
and until the time of his arrest wag
regarded as s model young man of
industrious habits, who was trying to
work his way through a medlcal col-
lege. He had been a prominent mem.
ber of the ¥manuel Baptist church
for severa]l yvears and for a year pre-
vious to his arrest had heen assistant
superintendent of the Sunday =school
In this capacity he made the acqualnt-
ance of Blanche Lamont gnd Ainnle
Willlams, g

Blanche Lamont dlszppeared on April
3, 1895, and was never seen alive after-
wards. She left the home of her gunt,
Mra. C. 3. Noble, on that day to go to
school, and for tesm days no trace of
her could be found. Many members of
Emanuel church assisted in the search
for the missing girl, and among others
Theodore Durrant, who had often act-
ed as Miss Lamont's escort. He seemed
greatly distressed on account of Miss
Lamont's disappearance, and at length
expressed the bellef that she had joined
the ranks of fallen women.

Ten days passed sinde Miss Lamont
disappeared, and her friends had al-
most given up hope of ever knowing
her fate, when a discovery was made
which led to the finding of Miss La-
mont's body. b

The ladies of Emanuel church were
engaged in decorating the edlfice prep-
aratory to the celebration of the Easter
Sunday services, when the mangled
body of Minnle Williams was found zl-
most naked In the library. A number
of ugly knife wounds and some rags
that had been forced down the young
woman’s throat told of the wunequal
struggle she had made to protect her
honor,

Miss Willlamg's body was discovered
in the afternoon and late the same
night the first clue to the murderer was
obtained. From some of the young
woman's friends it was learned that
ashe had been seen the evening hefare
with Durrant. The police decided to
arrest him. Durrant’s parents sald
that he had left at midnight with the
signal corps of the National Guard, to
which he belonged, to make some hell-
ographing experiments on Mount Di-
ablo, The next train carried two de-
tectives toward the mountaln, where
Durrant wag found late in the after-
noon and arrested.

While these events were taking place
on Mt. Dlablo, sixty miles away, a4
digcovery had been made In this city
wkhich filled the streets with men and
women crying for revenge. From the
first the pollce associated the finding
of Miss Williamg's body with the dis-
appearance of Miss Lamont, and 1
seprch was at omce begun in the
church for her body. Men worked ali
night tearing off floors and breaking
down partitions,and at 10 o’clock SBun-
day morning the body of Miss Lamont
was found. A broken door Kmob and
a turned bolt excited the suspicion of
the searchers and the door leading to
the belfry of the church was Dbroken
down. At the third landing, lying In
the corner of the darkeped belfry, the
naked body of the murdered girl was
found. No knife had been used to
commit this crime, as wa8 the case
in the murdar of Mlss Williams, but
the imprint of five fingers buried in
her throat revealed the manner In
which the young Woman met her
death.

The post mortem examination
showed that murder was nct the only
crime that had been committed. The
news of the discovery of the esecond
body in the church had spread with
incredible rap!dity, and at 6 o’clock,
when Durrant, In custody of the of-
ficers, alighted from a ferry boat at
the foot of Market street, in this city,



