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THE EDITOR’'S COMMENTS.

CAIHUAHUA COLONISTS.

The Mexican state of Chthuahua,
once looked upon’as aimost Yorthless
for settlement and certainiy inadapt-
able for towns and cities of consider-
able slze, while it was regarded as sult-
able for a grazing country, i8 coming

to the front rapldly as a home for
thriving settlers. This is due, to a very
large extent, to the industry and ener-
gy of people who have gone there from
Utah. and henece there I8 a special in-
terest here in the developments golng
«0on. The Mormons who have made
settlements there have brought out
canals, applying Utah methods to the
cultivation of the soil, and have made
weritable gardens out of what was be-
fore semi-desert. This hag not been
accomplished without mueh toil, priva-
tion, and patlent, hopeful effort; ana
the application of these has achleved
success. In the same connectlon it
may be remarked that Mexico's lead-
ing government officials., noting by the
results attained the desirability of
Mormon colonists, have treated these
with due kindness and conslderation.
There 18 therefore a perfect harmony
of operation between the American col-
onists who have gone Into Chlhuahua
from the Mormon settlements {n Utah,
Arizona, or other parts in these moun-
tains.

That there is more "push’ and en-
ergy about these Amerlean coloniste
than In the natlve town-butlders of
Maxico 1s readily conceded by the Mex-
jcans themselves, and Is quickly noted
by all observers. 1Ipon this puint, the
Enterprise, a newspaper published at
the atate capital, Chlhuahua, remarks
in its lssue for July 23, that thousands
of dollars have been expended in build-
ing canals and irrigation ditches, ele-
gant homes have been erected, and at
the present time there are several
towns in the state that are unique for
their pieturesquenese and American
characteriatics compared with other
towns In the republie.” The
Herald, of ElI Paso, Texas, also
refers to these features in a late lssue,
commencing nn article with the re-
mark: *“ ‘Look here,” Baid a man in
Juarez yesterday, 08 he polnted to a

number of baskets of fruit., ‘These
came from the Mormon c¢olonies of
Mexico. Very littlie la sald regarding

that country, but the frult speaks for

itgelf. TEvery day the Sierra Madre
brings In dozens of Tbaskets of this
frujt.’ >’

Referring further to the progress of
the Mormon colonies in the state of
Chihuahua, the Enterprise glves the
following Interesting Information:

‘“President A. W. Ivins, of the colont-
zatlon company at Colonla Juarez, who
was In Chihuahua this week, paijd this
office a pleasant call and stated that
there was every prospect for obtain-
ing a munielpal government at the
principal colony town by next SBeptem-
ber. He went to Guerrero to perfect
titles in the land office and Is expected
to return today. It is understood that
the enterprising and broad minded ofi-
cials of the state are In every way
satisfied with the advisabliity of grant.
ing these settlers the full privileges of
muncipal government to be directed
by themselves, and the settlers are
naturally elated at the prospects thus
vouchsafed. There aré no more order-
ly, thrifty and prosperous communlities
in the state or natlon than these set-
tlements of Americans, and they are
increasing In members and Import-
ance as the months go by. The Rocky

Mountaln states have furnished the
majority of these colonists,’ and other
colony sites have been secured for more
Immigrants.”

PORTO RICO.

By the officlal action taken by the
Porto Rican junta asking for annexa-
tlon to the Unlted States, the insur-

gents of that Island are placed in a
posltion entirely different from that of
the Cubans in relation to this country.
The Cubans are fighting for the estab-
llshment of an independent govern-
ment with officers of their own, while
the Porto Ricans, well knowing the ut-
ter impossibility of, by thelr own
strength, breaking the chaina that bind
them to the old country. ask for free-
dom as an American state. This should
greatly simplify matters as regards
the eastern Island in the Antilles,
whenever Spain is ready for negotia-
tions of peace.

The white population of Porto Rico
{s sald to outnumber the blacks by
about 30 per cent, the majority being
Spaniards or of Spanish descent. The

rest are Germans, Swedes, Danes,
Russians and French. It should not be
difficult, therefore, to establish an

American form of government there,
should the lsland be ceded to the
United States.

ABE TO THE MONROE DOCTRINE.

There is In some quarters a fear that
the pollcy of annexatlon which the war
with Spain has developed in this coun-
try is a departure from the Monroe
doctrine, as generally understood. It
seems 10 he forgotten, though, that the
civillzed world has a rlght to expect
of each member of the family of na-
tions that it keep good order wlthin
its own Jurisdiction, and that when,
for some reason or other, a natlon is
unable to do so0. it becomes the duty
of others to interfere In behalf of the
establijshment of peace and a stable
government. The greater nations of
Europe have repeatedly done o, and
the map of the world has been changed
accordingly.

It needs no argument to prove that
no natlon—Monroe doctrine or no Mon-
roe doctrine—can safely permit a
nulsance to exist permanently on its
very doorstep. When conditions be-
come such as they have been in Cuba
for the last two or three years, and
when there Is no evidence that these
conditions ean be altered by the re-
=ponsible  government, the United

tates owes It to the world to step in
and do just what she has pledged her-
sell to do. No other course i8 compatl-
ble with the honor of the natlon.

To say that this course is contrary
to the Monroe doctrine ls to say sub-
stantlally that this doctrine was
framed for the purpose of preventing

the United States from per-
forming her plaln duty and
diecharging the obllgations to-

ward fellow men, placed upon her on
account of the power and wealth with
which she has been entrusted. It is to
say that we belleve in the truth of a
prinelple the applicatlon of wWhich
would prevent us from fulfilling the
apeclal mission glven to us as a people
in this age of the world, But that js
absurd. The Monroe doctrine was
framed for no such purpose.
According to that doctrine, this coun-
try should have no designs on Euro-
pean colonies In this hemlsphere. And
there hasa been no such deslgn elther.
The war was undertaken in support of
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our demand upon Spain that she ¢
once relinquish her authority and gpoy.
ernment in the island of Cuba ang
withdraw her land and naval forgeg'
from that island. In enforeing this de-
mand it was found necessary to occupy
other Spanish territory. Some of thig
Spain most probably will have to cegde
to the Unlted States as part payment
of the enormous price In money apg
precious lives which the establishment
of peace and a stable government in
Cuba has cost, and stlll may eost, gur
people. And in all thig there {a noth-
ing to violate the Monroe doctrine gp

any other prinelple enunciateg by
America’s distinguished stateamen jp
the past. They never contemplated

tying this nation up so as to make
it impossible in all tine to come to
atrike a blow at tyrants In behalf of
an oppressed Tace, Or 10 prevent the
collection of a just and equitable wap
indemnity, which In the present case
it seems, must be paid In lang, SDair.{
having no other visible recources. mNop
can there be anything in the Monrge
doctrine to prevent the Amerlean na-
tion from remembering the Maine ang
the martyred heroes of that ship, If
there were, it would speedily be ge-
clared a dangerous heresy. There iga a
good deal more cOMMmMOn 8ense in the
popular Interpretation of that often
mentloned doctrine than there {g in
the timid comments on it by some prg-
fessed Statesmen.

FRIVATE DIPLOMACY UNLAWFUL,

A corespondent of the “News' writ-
ing from Boston under date of July 29,
Is of the opinion that the war could

easily have been avoided had the Unit-
ed States in time sent o woman tg
Madrid to appeal “ in the name of the
enfranchised women of America 30
Spanish “generosity and chivalry,” Such
an appeal would have resultgd, he
thinks, in Spain sending commilssion-
ers to Havana to paclfy the island and
arrange for the voluntary withdrawal
of the Spahish troops, for the distribuy-
tlon of food and clothing and for the
establlshment of a provisional govern-
ment. There would, then, have been
no war, no wounded, no dead,

A certaln Miss Schley must have had
a similar fantastic {dea when on her
own accord and on the strength of her
being a woman and a& member of a
peace soclety, she proceeded to Madpld
in order to work in the interest or
peace. But if she went to the Spanish
capltal with some such notions, she
soon wag awakened to a realization of
her mistake. Neither the queen regent
nor any other responsible person woyld
consent to receive her; much less to
listen to an appeal from her to the
“zenerosity and chlvalry™ of Spajn,

It waa perhapa well for Miss Schley
that her proposed Interference with the
affalrs of state dld not resull in apy-
thing, for there is, it seems, a law in
this country that forblds all cltizens
from entering, directly ur indirectly,
into any verbal or Writlen correspond-
ence or engaging in iIntercourse  with
any foreign government, or any officer
or agent thereof, with Intent to in-

fluence the measures

or con-
duct of such forelgn govern-
ment in relation to any dis-

| putes or controversies with the United
States, or to defeat the measures of the
government of the Unlted States. Such
persong may be punished by a fine of
! not more than $5,000 and by imprison-
ment of not lesa than a term of sslx
months or more than slx years.
Speaking of thls law, the Chicagn
Times-Herald says It dates back to 1798,
when the Unlted States was on the
verge of war with France. In that year,
after lhe flrst peace negotiations be-
i tween President Adams and the French
dlrectory had failed, Dr. George Logan,

" a Philladelphia Quaker, at his own cost



