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ating oligarchy of officeholders, anu
the party first entrusted with the ma-
chinery could be distodged from power
only by ap appeal to the reserved right
of the people to resist oppression which
is inherent in =all self-govering com-
munlities,

Two years ago this revolutionary
policy war emphatically condemned
by the people at tbe pells, but in con-
tempt of tbat verdict the Republican
party has deflaptly declared in its
latest autboritative utterances tbat ita
sucoess In the coming elections will
mean the suactmwent of a foree bill and
the usurpation of despotio control over
the elections of all Btates. Belleving
that the preservation of a Republican
goveronment is dependent upon tbe de-
feet of a policy of legalized force and
fraud, we Invite the support of all
citizens wbo desire to see the Constitu-
tion maintained in its integrity with
the laws pursuant thereto which have
given our country 100 years of unex-
ampled prosperity, and we pledge that
the Democratio party witl not only de-
{eat the Force biil, but also the Repub-
Jiean policy of prefligute expenditure
wblch in the short space of two yeuars
has squandered an enormous surplus
and emptied tbe oveiflowing treasury
after piling new burdens of taxation
upon the already overtaxed labor of the
country.

THE TARIFF.

Wereiterate the oft-repeated dootrine
of the Demoucratio party that the neces-
sity of the government iz Lthe only
justifieaiion for taxation, and when-
ever the tax fip unnecesrary it isun-
justifiable. The impositions of the
existing tariff fall with erushing force
upon our farmers and workjngmen,snd

‘for the mere advantage of a few wbom it
enriches they exsct frocm labor grossly
unjust shares of the expenses of the
povernment, and we demand such re-
vision ot the tariff laws as will remove
their iniguitous 1Dequalities, lighten
the oppressious and put them on a con:
stitutional and eguitable basis. But in
miking a reduction in tuxee it is not
proposed to injure any domestie indus-
tries, but rather promote their healthy
growtb. From ihe foundation of the
government the taxes collected at the
custom house have been their chief
source of Federal revenue, Such
they must centinue to e, Moreover,
many industries have come to rely con
legielation for successful continuance,
go any cbange in the law must be . at
every step regardful of the labor and
capital thus involved. The process of
reform must be the subject in execu-
tion. It g the plaln dictates of jus-
tice.

We denocunce the McKipley tarifi
law enacted as A culmipating atrocity
of class legislation. We endorse the
eflorte of the Democrats of the recent
Congress to mod!fy ite most oppressive
features in the direction of free raw
materi.ls and cheaper manufactured
goods than enter into copsumpticn,
and we pfomise its repenl as one of the
beneficent results that will follow the
action of the people In entrusting
power to the Democratic party. Since
the McKinley tariff went Into opera-
tion there have been ten reductions in
the wages of Juboring men to cne in-

crease. WWe point to the iailures in the
country since the turiff  ‘went
into operallen, and point to tbe

dulinees and dislress, wage reductions
and eirikes In 1he irun trade as tbe
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best evidewce that no such prosperity
resulted from the McKinley act. We
call the attention of thoughtful Amer-
icans to the fact that after tbirty years
of restrictive taxes against tbe i1m-
perlation of forelgn wealth in exchange
for tbe agricultural surplus, the homes
and farms of the country have be:
come

ENCUMBERED BY MORTGAGES.

There are over two thousand five bun-
dred millien dollars, exciusive of all
other forms of indebtedness, in cne
of the agricultural States in the west,
and similar conditions are shown to
vxist in other sagricultural exporting
Btates. We depou:ce’ tbe policy
whieh fosters no fnduslry so much as
it does that of the Bberiil.

Trade joterchange oo tbe basis of
reciprocal advantages to tbe countries
participating is a time-bonored doc-
trine of the Demoeratic faitb, but we
dengupce the sham reciprocity which
juggles with the people’s desire for
snlarged foreign markets apd freer
exchanges by pretending to establish
closer relations for a country whose
articles of expert are almost exolu-
sively agricultural products, with
other couttries that are also agricul-
tural, while erecting a custom-hbouse
barrier of a prehibitive tarifl’ taxes
against the rich countries of the

world that stand ready to take our!

entirs surplus product and exchange
thereior commoditl.s which include
the necessarivs of life.

TRUSTS AND COMBINATIIQNS.

We recognize in trusts and combina-
tions, something designed to enable
capital to secure more than a just
share ot the joint produce of capital
and laber, the natural consequence of
probibitive taxes which prevent free
competition, which is the life of honest
trade; but we belleve their worst evils
can be abated by law and we demand
tbe rigid enforcement of laws made to
prevent and control them together
with such further legislation in
restraining tbeir abuses as experience
may show to be necessary?

PFUBLIC LANDS.

The Republican party whlle pro-
fessing the polley of reservivg public
land ‘or -emall holding by nactual
settlers, has given away the people’s
heritage until now a few rallroade and
and pon-resident aliens, individual
and corporate, possees a larger ares
than thstof all the farms between tbe
two seas. The last Democratic ad-
ministration reversed the jmprovident
and unwise pelicy of the Republican
party touchiog public domaln and re-
claimed from corporations and syndi-
cates alien and domestic and restored
to the people nearly 100,000,000 acres of
valuabie land to be sacredly beld as
bomesteads fGr cur citizens, and we
pledge ourselves to continue this policy
until every sore of lsand so unlawfuily
aeld shall be rclaimed and restored to
the people,

THE SHERMAN ACT.

We denounce the Republican legis-
jation known &8 the Sherman act of 1850
as a cowardly makeshift fraught with
posaibilities of danger im the future
which should make all of i{ts support-
ers ag well as the author anxious for
speedy repeal. We hold to the use of
both yold and silver as the standard
mo: ey of tbe country and to the coln-
age of hotb gold and silver without dis-

criminating agaiust either metal or a,
charge for minting, but a dollar of’
unit coinage of both metals must be of
equal in trineic and exchangeable value
or adjusted through internatiopa)
agreement or by such safeguardes jp
legislation as shall insure the main.,
tenance of & parity between the twg
metale, and the equal value of ever
dollar at gll times in the muarket ang.
in the payment of debts, and we de-
mand that proper currency be kept at g
E;r with and redvemable in such coip,

© Insist upon tbis pplicy as ®specially
necessary for the proteoticn of farmerg
and laboring olasees, the firet and mosg;
defenseless victims of unstable Inoney
and Huctuating currency. |

We recomniend that tbe probibitory
ten per cent. jax on Btate bapnk issues
be repealed. “A public office is ga
public trust.”?

REFOBM OF THE CIVIL SERVICE,

We reaffirm the declaratlon of the
Democratic National conveution of
1876 for a relorm of the civil service
and call for bopest enforcement of
all laws regulating the same. Thg
nomination of a President, as in the-
recent Republlean convention, by
delegations composed largely of hia
appuintees, bolding oflice at his plea.
sure, i# a kcandalous satire on freg
pepular institutions and a startling f).
lustration of the metbods by which g
President may uratify his ambitlog
We denocunoce the policy under which,
Federal office-holders usurp oontro}
of the party conventions in the Biates,
and pledge the Democratic party to re;
form-these and all other abuses Which
tbreaten individual liberty and local.
self-government. E

THE FOREIGN POLICY.

The Democratic party ls the onjy,
party thiat has ever given the country
a foreign pellcy consistent and vigor.
ous, compelllng respect abroad and in.-
spiring confldence at home. Whilg

‘avolding entangling alliances, it hag

aimned to cultivate friendly relationgs.
with other nations, and especially with.
the neighbors in the American conii-
neut whore destiny is closely linkeqd
with ours, and We view with alarm the
tendency to a poliey of irritaticn angd
bluster which is reliable at any time
to oconfront us with the alternativea gFf
humliliation or war, We countenance
a savy stroog eoough for all pur-
poeet of national defense and to propey-
iy maintsin the honor and dignity or
ouf country abread. The country has-
alwaye been the refuge of the oppresseq
from every land, exiles forjconsciencey,
sake, We condemn the oppression
practiced by tbe Russian government
upon Russian and Jewish subjects, apnds
call upon the naticnal government i;
tbe interest of justice and bumanity
by all just and proper means to uge
prompt efforts to bring about a cesea-
tion of these cruel persecutions in the
Czar’s dominion and secure to the op-
pressed equal rlghts. We tender ourp
profound and earncst sympathy for
those loversof freedom who are strugt
gling for bome rule and the great cause:
of local self-government of lreland.
IMMIGRATION,

We heartily approve of legitimate.
efforts to prevent the United Blatews
beipg uged as a dumping ground tof
known criminals and paupers and we
demand the rigid enforcement of lawe,
against Chinese immigration aud the
importation of foreign iabor to-reducé



