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theve onentrancetrancet tolo the mountain
ii
pass a narrow valley through whichthen river dashes is ququitei te close to the

wn of los antiamieses rhefhe roar of the
muddydy coffee colored water to-
gether with the thunder produced
athe continual crashing totogethergetner

itiletueorthe bigig round stones it hurlhurteA along
bedeu were enough to prevent all

conversation at first
forw several mil a the road is skirted
attall farmfarms the dwellingdwelling housesofUI which are set close to the path

Sg uid e anannoyedit oy ed me coconsiderusi derahiablydoiy by stoppingstopplug to talk to every one
06 w keeping me waiting andmen generally coming uptip with some
pece of bad news about the pass
all8 we were aust leaving the last
aln a boman told us that very
OlOrning a black portmanteau had

down the river andshede feared its owner had met witha serious accident
Ait little later we overtook the post-boyboy onoil his way back over the huun

bains after arriving only thatthai
morningcorning at los andes from the
he

ntine republic on his way
had fountfound the mountain streams

extett to impassable and his journeyfromoni mendoza to los andes hadtaenken beven days instead of the usualaveve he rode a mule and led
anotheranother carrying the mails wet 8 ivveced to goS onoil with him as hehad jujust8 t crossed and could give usthee lalatesttest tips as to the best way
overer the dangerous places

atterafter riding in the hot sun for
inorelore than two hourn along the river
WO came to a small roadside inn
althwith the promising signboardsign board

botel bismarck proprietor herr
VOUQ Rueknesebeck 51 that nobleman

BS not at home but liishis wife gave
48 someme beer and told us that she
ats heardboard of two germans or Eengng

being drowneddrowneii while
to cross the river theday before she also gave us a cluetow thehe floating portmanteau foror a

I1 raule
in bearingg two had made a rush

thede rivernver close to her house1t a i hadac deenbeen speedily capsized and
carried off by the current all efforts
tow save it belbeingng in vatvainn
ichauch discouraging relre orts made usa
1ittletie nervous but I1 was determined
cikotra to and I1I1 delay my journey

I1 hurriedartedrted on my little caravan for it
aa growing dark and we toput tipP for the night at a small inn

laehrea the chilian customhousecustom house a
wF nilea tilethewe higher up valley

p
e julyduly reached the place unload

edu our animals and sent them intoquill field I1 was provided with4 roomoom and a bed which looked
i gathing

ed
gyanythingIny thing but inviting I1 disinfect
for

it and changed the dirty blankets
tth tuond13 own rugssa my mon sleptkioa on

i ne verandah the night was very
Is

itlunt
ar

i an after cooking myself a
hi 0 dinnerner on my spirit lamp I1

r arnedrn in but could not sleep forju 81spite of abiogleaving the two doorsonopel windows there were nonethewe air was stifling
i tn

at breakCB of day we were all in
on the mules were caught and

packed
i I1 made a cup of cocoa and4 t

11
6 a m we were again under way

la
tit shortlyportly afterwardsls we were de-

tt at the custom house till one of
B officials could be induced to

baraboie out to receive a small sum for

bridge money for at that point we
had to cross the river

we passe I1t through a lovely valley
baubail eded by bold high mountains 0ou
either side with a rushing etreal
brawling below we climbed up
and up sometimes on a good broad
path but more often creeping up the
hillside on a rough sheepsheel path full
of loose stones the vegetation was
very luxuriant flowers that would
have graced any highly cultivated
garden bloomed onob all sides to-
wards 10 a m we reached a place
where the mountains closed in
leaving only a chasm about thirty
f et wide for the river to pass
through and we were obliged to
creepcreel along high above it this
chasm goes by the name of the
soldiers leap and the legend runs

i that during the war of independ-
encej a soldier being pursued leaped
across the river at that spot a feat
which seems highly improbable

each turn of the valley brought
to view a lovely scene a new
picture the surrounding mountains
bare and rocky nerne r their summits
clothed with grass and shrubs lower
down presenting the greatest variety
of fantastic forms

towards noon I1 called a halt and
we cooked our breakfast near a
clear mountain brook on the
opposite side of the river the
engineers of the new trans andian
railway which is to cross the
cordillera at this and join the
atlantic with the pacific had erect-
ed a camp of tents and werewere occu-
pied in taking measurements the
postboy behind and we
left him to hisbis fate notmot wishing to
lose time by waiting for him

we continued our route along the
river and presently the surrounding
mountains became tipped with
snow each ravine adding its little
stream to feed the river towards
afternoon we reached the old
guardhouseguard house wherere many travel-
ers halt for the night but as it is
wise to get as near as possible to the
summit of the cordillera so as to
cross it early in the morning be-
fore the sunshine softens the snow
or the wind begins to blow we
pushed steadily forward the vege-
tation nowdow became more scanty
thes reams increased in volume
issuing from glaciers on either side
of the valley and we saw some
beautiful waterfalls several hundred
feet high at about 3 pmp m we
reached the first snowfieldsnow field from
under which xanran a stream of muddy
wacer the path grew more and
more rugged and stony greatly
fatiguing our animals at aburn lu
the path we fell in with two rather
ragged young men who told us they
were crossing the cordillera on
foot but could not pass ahm nextdext

amit being both broad and rapid
0onene of them was aann italian sailor the
other a chilian so as we hadbad so
many spare animals we offered
them a lift across the stream at
which we presently arrived it
was our first serious obstacle a
broad glacier stream rushing over
bigbis boulders alfiathirst sight it seem-
ed impassable but ismael ventured
in antiand with somecome difficulty got his
mule across then zacharias insist-
ed on putting a lasso around my

waist audand anotheradothr around my mules
neck so as to pull us out should my
animal be carried away the lasso
attached to the mule aswas pulled by
ismael attheat the oppopposite side of the
stream whilst his father kept hold
of the one around my waist and I1
answ is soon safely acrossac rosiS rhefhe pamefame
operation was gone through with
the pack mule the guide and our
friends the two tramps who lent a
helping hand very soon after an-
other stream made its appearance
but we crossed it without assistance
then we came to tilethe largest and
most glacier stream we had
yet met with across it was a kind
otof bridge consisting otof two poles
laid side by side we fastened a
lasso to a tree making it serve as a
railing and crossed on foot over the
wild torrent the men carried the
saddles and baggage over and when
all were safely landed the mules
were fastened one by one to a long
lisso and entering the stream
managed to maintain their footing
by our keeping a steady pull on the
rope from the other side two were
nearly drifted away and it needed
our combicombinedtied to get them
through shortly before we hadbad
reached it when the melting snowenow
had notdot yet increased the bulk of
this stream a young man had fallen
in but luckily he hadbad a rope around
him and was saved though his mule
was carried away and drowned
our mules were resaddled and all
hands received a good stiff glass of
brandy i reward for their exertions
and to leep out the cold furfor the
wind was now blowing keenly we
then proceeded and presently ar-
rived at the last turn of the valley
and beholdbeheld the entrance to the high-
est pass in the cordillera and the
glacier from which spouted forth
the principal river which we had
been following up all jayday on its
oppositeesideside we perceived a flat
roofed hutbut and an enclosure for the
animals well grown with grass
here we were to spend the night

we safely eneissedased the river which
so near its birth is notnet very broad
and turned our animals loose I1
therthen engaged a room and cooked my
dinner near by were encamped
some people who had crossed from
the argentine aide ahodg
them a poor woman halthall dead with
fatigue and fright having endured
great hardships in crossing the sum-
mit later on a carload of about
ten passpassengerseDgers arrived including a
spanish lady and a sickly boy to
whom I1 yielded my room the only
one I1 had for they needed rest and
shelter far more than I1 did it wswits
bitterly cold and I1 took possessionpossess ion
of a wooden bench with nothing but
a roof of branches overhead the
men encamped around log fires
but the smoke was so hurtful to my
eye that I1 could not avail myself of
the warmth still I1 managed to get
a few snatches of aletslet p at mid-
night the moon just rose over the
peak of the mountain end at 1 a
m I1 left my hardbard aoucouchch and called
my men to prepare for starting all
was ready by 1 drank a up
of yerba matsmate a kind tfof tea which
one sucks through a metal tube
quite hot and which has a very in-
vigoratingvigorating effect on the nerves


