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The entrapce to the mountaiu.bridge-money, for at that point \ve.: waist aud anotheruround my mule?s

the river gauhies. s quite close to the

m“’n of Los Andes.
Uddy, ooffee culored  whter, to-
Rether ‘with the thunder produced
myt:lhec_nutiuuul crashing togetner
i € hig round stoues it hurksalong
d, were epough to prevent all
SOUngete® conversation. At first,
O severnl mil- g, the rond is skirted
o}l’ H4mall furms, the dwelling-houses
o :;’hlch are set elose to the path,
nﬁi WMy guide annoyed me cousider-
R ¥ by stopping to tallk to every oue
th Saw, keeping me walting, aud
1en #generally coming up with some
PAeee of had news aboulthe pass.
r'a,s We were just leaving the last
™, a2 woman told us that very
gm“”ng A blagk portmanteau b
some'ﬂoaling down the river, aud
® feared ite owner had met with
* Berious accident.
hoA little later we overtovk the post-

'Y 0m his way back vver the moun-
A0, ufter arriviog only  that
mornlng at Los Andes from the

Terutine Republic. On his way
ge had jounsi the mountain streams
frext to impassable, and his journey
Lcl:m Mendozs to Los Andes had
[i‘ €0 veven days instead of the usual
ave_ He rode n mule, and led
rm’thcl‘ carrying the mails. We
i:’BOI_ved to go on with hinm, us he
Lr?‘d Just crossed and could give us
8 2 latest tips as to the Lest way

Ver the uangerous placen. i

Atter riding in 1he hotsun for
svlure thap twn hoor=along the river,
w# came to a small roadside inn
olth the promising sign-board,
voiOtel Bismarck; proprietor, Herr

00 K uessbeck.?” * That noblemau

88 10t at home, but his wife gave
h“ Some beer, anpd told usthatshe
3 heard of two Germans or Eng
a:L\DJen_ being  drowmed  while
q “Wpting to eross the river the

3 before,  She also gaveusa clue
I the floating purtmasitean; for a
inltlcla’ benring two, had made a rush
3 the river close to her house,

" had been speedily capsized and
farried off by the current, all efforts

| Bave itbeing in vain.
ll?'l.lcll discouraging re; orta made usa
no L rervous, but 1 was determined
h‘"‘ to delay my journey, aud I

Urried on my little caravan, for it
plasgi'm\‘ing dark, and we wete to
u“’-llp for the wight at a small ino
:ar the Chilian custom-house, a
WW Miles higher up the valley.

€ duly reached the pluce, unload-
5 Our apimals, and sent them into
g ?Tnall field. 1 was provided with
7 Yom, and a bed which looked

Wthing hut ioviting. | disiofect-

W and changed the dirty hlankets
OT Wy own rugs. My mel slept on
“}‘- Yerandah., The night was Very
l-ltu]”“: and, after cooking mysclf a
Lut © uinner on my spirit lamp, 1
inm‘?d in, but could not sleep, for,

Spite of leaving the t(wo doors

M0—windows there were none—

€ 0ir was stithing.

At break of day we were all in
ba tion; the mules were caught sad
“(ékt*d; i made a cup of cocon, and
Ry 4. m. we wereagaln,under way.
In t shortly afterwaris we were de-
n,y"d at the custom house till one of

© officials eould be induced to

Me out to redeive n small sum for

Basy, g yypryw vulley through which | had to cross the river.

We passe 1 through a lovely valley

T'he roar uf the | bounded by buld bigh mountains 0.

either side, with a rushiug stream
brawling below. We climbed up
and up; sometimes on 4 guod broad
path, but more often creeping up the
hillside on a rough sheep path full
of luuse sloues. The vegetation was
very luxuriaut; flowers that would
have graced any highly cultivated
gatden bloomed ou all sides.. To-
wards 10 a. m. we reached a place
where the mountaine clo-ed im,
leavinzouly a chasm about thirty
f.et wide for the river to
through, amy we were obliged to
creep along bigh above it. This
chasm goes by the pame of the
Soldier’s Leap, and the legend runs
that during the War of Independ-
ence a suldier, being pursued, leaped
aeross the river at that spot—a feat
which seems highly improbable.

Each turn of the valley brought
to view a Jovely scene—a Dew
picture; the surrcunding mountains,
bare and rocky ner their summits,
clothed with graps and shrubs luower
down, presenting the wreatest variety
of fantustic forms,

Towards noon 1 calied a half, and
we cooked our breakfast near a
clear mountain | brook. Ou the
opjosite  side of the river the
euyginecrs of the new Trans-Audian
Railway. which i8 tu cross the
Curdillera at this poiut and join the
Atlautic with the P’acifie, had erect-
ed a camp of tents, and were oreu-
pied in taking measurements. The
postboy had dropped behimi, amd we
leit biru to bis fate, vot wishing to
lose time by waitivg for him.

We contitued our route alony the
river, and pr.sently thesurrounding
mountains became tipped with
spow, each ravine adding its little
stream to feed the river. Towards
afternoon we resched the Old
Guard-Housge, whrre many travel-
erz lhalt for the night; but, as it is
wise Lo get as near ad possible Lo the
suminit of the Courdillera, sn as to
cross it early- in the moroing, be-
fore the suushine softens the suow,
or the wind begine to blow, we
pushed steadily forward. The vege-
tation mow became more scauty;
thes reams, increased in volume,
jssuing from glaciers on ejther side
of the wvalley, and we saw some
beautiful waterfalla several hundred
feet bigh. At about 3 p. m. we
reached the first spow-field, from
uoder which ran a sbream of muddy
wuater. Tbe path grew more and
moure rugged and stony, greatbly
fatipuing our anfmals. At aturnin
the path we fell in with two rather
ragged young men, who told us they
were crossing tile Cordillera on
foob, but could bot paes the pext
stream.it being both broad and rapid.
Opeof them wasau Italian sulor,the
other & Chiliny, 850, a8 we had su
many spare animals, we offered
them a lift across the strenm, at
which we presently arrived, It
was our flrst serious obstacle—an
broad glacier-stream rushing over
Liv boulders.

pass’

At first sight it seem- | was ready by 2:30.

neck, su as to pull us vut should my
animal be earried away. The lasso
attached to the mule was pulled by
Ismae] at the vppusite side of the
stream, whilst his father kept hold
of the ope arvund niy walst, and I
w:g soon safely across. The same
operation was goune through with
the pack-mule, the guide aad our
friends the two tramps, who lent #
helping hand. Very soun after an-
other stream 1nade its appearance,
but we erossed it without assistance.
Then.we came to the lurgest and
most rapiu glacier-stream we had
vet met with,  Across it was a kind
uf bridge, consisting ol two poles
inid side hy side. We fastened a
lasso to a tree, making it serve a8 a
railing, and erossed on foot ever the
wilu torrent. The men curried the
saddles and baggage over, and when
all were safely Janded, the mules
were {astened one by vne to a long
i.eso and, enterivg the stream,
mauaged 10 maintain their fooliog
by our keeping a steady pull ou the
rope from the vthereide. Two were
nearly qdrifted away, und it needed
our cornbined strengh to get them
through. 8hortly before we had
reached it, when thie melling suvow
had Dot yet increased the bulk of
this stream, a young man had fallen
iny but luckily he had a rope around
hitn and was saved, though his mule
was carried away aod drowned.
Our mules were resagdied, and all
hauds riceived A good stiff glass of
brapdy i . reward for their exertions
and to L.eep out the eculd, fur the
wind was now blowing keenly. We
theu proceeded and presently ar-
rived at the last turn of the valley,
and beheld the eutrance to the high-
est pass in the Cordillern and the
glacier from whieh spouted forth
the principal river, which we had
bevn following up all day. On its
opposite side we perceived a flut-
roofed but and au eiclosure for the
animals well grown with orase.
Here we were to spend the night.
We pafely crssed the river,which,
80 hear its birth, is net very broad
and turued our amimals loose. 1
then engaged a room and cooked my
dinuer. Near by were encamped
some people who Lad crossed from
the Arrentine side, awoenge
them a peor woinan, hali dead with
tatigue and fright, having endured
great hardships in croseivg the sum-
mit. Later ona carlond of about
ten passeugers arrived, inciuding a
Spanpish Iady and a sickly boy, to
whom | yielded my room, the oniy
one 1 had, for they aeeded rest and
sheller farmove thau I did. It wus
bitterly cold, and I took possession
of a wouden bench with ucthing but
aroof of branches overhead. The
men eocamped around log-fires,
but the smoke was 8o hurtful to my
eyes that ! could not avail myself of
tlie warmth; still | managed to get
a few snatehes of slerp~ At mid-
night the moon just rves over the
peak of the mouniain, end at 1 a.
m. ] left my hard rouch and cnlled
my men to prepare for starting. All
| Jdrapk a eu

ed impuassable; but [smael ventured | of yerda-male, u kind of ten, which
in, nod with some difficulty got his{one sucks through a metal tube
mule across. Then Zacharias insist- | quite hot, and which has » véry in-

ed ou putting a lasso arouud my | vigorating eflect on the nerves.



