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n, plain and simple man that
g.l:dw;l;'e satpdown to enjoy it. He had,
however, no appetite for gorgepusness,
and one day when a friend of his had
gone with him over the house and was
lookling, with amuazement, at the evl-
dences of his r;l(;osperity. the milllonaire

-man sald:
luf'r;l[ba_“:-nmglad you like it, Jim. I think
myself it Is very flne of the kind, but
there is only ong thing I lack. I want
a":j:r]r)‘;tt:rot!" replied the visitor. "A
parrot Stockbridge! Whgt on earth
do you' want with a gurrot? L

“J'11 tell you, Jim. " said Stockbridge
jn a whisper 80 low that the ladies 'i_n
the mext room should not hear it. “1
want a parrot to sit on a perch over
that door and say every time 1 come in,
“Here comes the d—d fool that built
thf-!!iu?hgenrgéor Foraker paszed hls boy-
hood in a 108 cabln. You have heard
the tradition of his coffee sack trousers,
and the story of how, by pure brains
and nerve, he Is pow a broadeloth
Tnited States senator, with apparently
money to burn. I know of a score of
blic men who started life poor boys,
pud who mow live in palaces. Secre-
] er was born In a cnl:’lni.l \\'(c)]rked
th, and for a time iived up-

(t)(;:r fﬁigkl::::d milk and corn meal. He
hag a magnificent home in Detroit, and
has rented o house here near the corner
of 16th and H streets, for which he
pays more per month, I venture, than
hesearned in the first six years of hls
working life, He has pictures whien
are worth more than a congressman’s
salary, and some of his rugs have cost
more f.'hﬂ.ﬂ his whole housekecping out-
fit with which he bedin his married

tary Alg

ller‘- wi Z. Leiter. the multl-million-
airee whose son has been cornering the
i

i e United States in Chicago,

;21?]:;(1051;?1113 a part of hils bovhood
for a few dollars a week in Columbus,
Ohio, living in a cheap boarding house,
He t';egnn his career in Chleago as a
bookkeeper, and hls eircumstances were
guch that he dared not kick if the po-
tatoes were SOEEY oOr the butter was
Btrong. Today he has a palace here
which surpasses the White House in
jts grandeur. It stands on ground
which cost $100,000, and the cream-
white Milwaukee brick of which It was
made came here in individual packages,
each brick being wrapped up In brown
paper. There |s no chance for the Lelter
butter to get strong, for there s an
ice house in the mansion in which you
can store awa) enough [ce to last for
a month, and the cold storage rooms
are such that the beeves, sheep and
game whieh are served Up on the table
¢an be kept there for weeks without
spoiling. Young Lelter had to eat what
was set before him. The mlillionaire
Leiter of today raises his own beef and
mutton on his farm in Wisconsin. It
la killed there by his own butcher and
shipped here for use. A clerk in a
boarding house seldom kicks at cold
plates. The apparatus in the Leiter
mansion to keep the plates warm coxt
almost ag much as ita owner used to
make $n a year when he was clerking.
It is a boiler of heavy lIron as big
around as & two-bushel basket. so
heated by gas that it warms the but-
ler's pantry overhead hy keeping the
plpés running through the pantry
filled with hot water,

Levl P. Morton began Nhis life by
clerking at $1.26 a week. I went past
the house which he owhned here In
Washington when he was Vice Presf-
dent yeaterday. It cost him a hundred
thousand dollars, and was then not
good enough to sult his Juxurious
tastes, He added a dining room which
cost him twenty to thirty thousand dol-
lara more. He had hls kitchen walled
with tiles of white china, and the ashes
from the range and the furnace were

carried out of the house In little cars
on a railway. Cal. Brice spent, you
| Know, $12,600 on a dinner, and many an
evening entertainment at his  house
here consumed more money than Uncle
S8am pald him as his senatorial salary
for a year. B8tlll, when Brice went to
college, his expenses were not more
than $£3 a week, and when he got mar-
rled he had to borrow enough money
on his note from his frlends to pay the
expenges of his wedding Journey. I
could cite other instances of the same
kind.

Cal. Brice rented his house in Wash-
jington. 8o does Vice President Hobart,
and so also nearly every member of the
{ present cabinet, except John Sherman.
Secretary Bherman has seldom paid
rent, When he first came to Wash-
| ton, forty edd years ago, he boarded for
a time at Willard’s Hotel, Then he
| Hived down below the Capitol, in what
was the olkl, fashionable part of Wash-
ington. One day he told Mrs. Sherman
that he had bought a house neaur
Franklin square. This square was then
a playground for the boya of Washing-
ton. It had an old board fence about
it, and Mrs. Sherman felt as though
she were going out Into the country to
live. As Washington grew, however,
the beat houses were bullt in that
neighborhood, and Sherman's property
became very valuable. He bought sev-
eral lots on each side of him, and,
after a time, he put up the bullding
now oceupied by the Chilean legation
|and moved into It. This was the strue-
ture built when he was secretary of
the treasury under Hayes. As time
went on the lot which he had left be-

could not afford to loge the interest on
the money in it, and he erected the big
mearble mansion In which he now lives,
I don’t know what it cost him, but it
would, I judge, sell for at least $75,000
under the hammer. Becretary Sher-
man likes nothing better than a good
apeculation, and I doubt whether he
has ever made & bad one. It was he
wli0o alded largely in starting the su-
burban development of Washington.

Together with others, he bought the
Stone egtate, the old homestend which
Mra. John A. Logan now owns. He
bought this land by the acre and =oid
it by the foot. The land first brought
Ifrom ten to twenty-five cents per square
foot. but it {s B0 {ncreased in value
that mueh of it is worth $2 per foot,
The gosslps say that the secretary
made something like $200,000 out of that
Investment, and I should say that the
estimate was a very low one. The
secretary har enme very valuable prop-
erty at Mansafield, Ohio, but I am told
that he has recently offered his house
there for sale, and that hia home In the
future will be Washington.

I should not be surpriged if Viece Pres-
ident Hobart buys a house here before
he has finished his term. He lg, you
know, a rich man, and both he and
Mrs. Hobart are very fond of society.
The Cameron house, which they have
rented, 18 one of the celebrated man-
slongs of the capltal. If {ts walls ‘were
phonographs they could tell stories
of Henry Clay, Danlel Webster and
Winfield Scott. This house was once
owned by Ogle Tayloe, who was one
of the great entertainers of the capi-
tal many yvears ago. It is just next to
the Lafayette Theater, which stands
on the site of the place of the attempt-
ed assassination of S8eward, and where
Blatne llved when he was secretary of
atate. Above it Is the Cosmos elub, in
the house In which Mra. Preaident Mad-
jaon lived after her huaband’'s death.
I don’t know what rent Vice President
Hobart pays, but he will have to glve
Don Cameron more than 24,000 a year

if Cameron {8 to net slx per cent on his,

investment. The house cost him 3$67,-
§ 000 some years ago, and he has put a
Ereat many improvements upon it,

| one or two other smal! holdings,

came 80 much more valuable that he | posite side of the park as well,

Don Cameron Is exceedingly thrifty.
Old Simon Camneron used to say that
Don could make more money in a week
that he could in a month; and Senator
Bimon Cameron was a shrewd specula-
tor. Don Cameron made, I am told,
about $40,000 off of the house wheh he
s0ld on Secott Circle some years ago,
and he has real estate holdings in the
suburbs which will some time be
very valuable. One of his properties
is a blg farm out on the 7th street road,
about flve miles from the White House.
Fourteenth strect will, I judge, some
time pasa through it, and it will be cov-
ered with fine houses.

Another thrfty man whom you all
know 1s the Hon. John Melean, who
owns perhapg as much reat estate as
any man in Washington. He has the
titles to nearly every plece of property
in the square opposite the Arlington
Hotel with the exception of Levi P.
Morton's big flat, the Bhoreham, and
Mr.
MeLean's house is one of the finest
here. It is oid-fashioned, but large and
roomy, and the yard about it, which is
shut off by a high brick wall, is worth
B0 much that you would have to car-
pet It with money to buy it. When Me-
Lean sety his foot down In his back
yard he knows that there is at least
$10 worth of ground under it, and ha
could stand on the roof of his house, I
venture, and - see a full half million
dollars’ worth of property which be-
longs to him. The big Normandie Flats
form a part of the McLean estate. Ie
has all those stOres on the northeast
corner of this square Iooking out to-
ward Lafayette Park, and I believe he
owna one or more houses on the Op-
Mec-
Lean i8 the only man I know here who
has made a fortune out of a cemetery.
He bought, ten years or more ago, the
old Holmead burying ground in the
northwest part of the city, paying $i0,-
000 for it. This was a bagatelle com-
pared with the present value of this
property, There are magnificent houses
all about it and nothing in the neigh-
borhopd sells for less than $2 and up-
wards per square foot.

John R. MeLean has made big money
in newspapers as well as in real estate,
I am told that W. R. Hearst pajd him
more than he spent upon the New York
Mornifig Journal for that property, and
the Cincinnat! Enquirer, which he has
owned for years, I8 better than a Klon-
dike gold mine. McLean was put to
work in the Enqulrer office after he
was through with his education, a part
of which was gotten Iin Furope. Haea
began a4 an office boy and worked up
through the different graduations un-
tll he became business manager, He
developed a remarkable nose for news,
and he is today one of the best judges
of news In the [Tnited 8tates. He man-
ages the Enquirer himself, though he
HUves here in Washington, and hns to
gend most of hils orders by telegraph.
He has never reduced the price of the
paper, and todany he gets five centa
for every copy throughout the week.
He i a shrewd finaneler and is always
ready And able to make a good bar-
gain. During one of the panics of some
years ago, I am told, he had hoarded up
In the neighborhood of $200.000, pre-
paring for the hard tlmes that he saw
were at hand. He then paid his bills
in cash and bought everything at the
lowest price. At one time he bought a
million pounda of white paper at a
price which astonighed hls competitora.
A paper manufacturer had called upon
him and was very anxious to sell. Me-
Lean replled:

"You can earlly gell
ean only make Ypur
enpugh."

“Well, I'll mell to you ns cheap as
any one else wliil gell,” was the reply.
“Yes.” snid McLean, “! know that.
But 1 think the prices are too high. '
Now, how low will you make it tf I

take 200,000 pounds?”

to me {f you
figures low



