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enough it was the autograph of
his hoholinessess the pope and patriarch
of alexandria the head of the
greek catholic orthodox is there
anything else church here is
the autograph our correspondent
here introduces a string of

flourishes which are too intri-
cate to imitate in type and are
to us indecipherable ed it
was accompanied by the fafollowingwin
explanation signature de ea
etede leie orthodox
quiqia vente ad hotel ie 2 nov 1888 1I
believe some of our cowboys in utah
could beat his holiness in pen-
manship

prior to departing from port said
I1 witnessed theme devotional exercises
of a praying old arab it was on
the ppierer in the harbor the sun
shone brightly and poured down a
flood of light and heat from a cloud-
less sky the noise from the hun-
dreds of coal carriers working on
board the vessels the playing
children the shrieking toothache
like sounds from the grind organs
all were blendingtogether in one con-
fusion but the old man who evi-
dently was tired wanted to rest a
little so he betookretook himself toato a
place behind a boat that had been
hauled up to dry and here he se-
lected a place for a quiet nap be-
fore lying down however he said
his prayers he first took off that
square piece of cloth serving as an
overcoat and spread iton the groundgrou nd
next he very slowly pulled out his
pocket handkerchief and spread that
on one corner of the overcoat af-
ter that he knelt down and pulled
out a comb and a bit of a looking
glass preparatory to combing his
beard very carefully as if going to
visitthishis best girl this perform-
ance over he was ready for his
prayermyern with hands sometimespo
foldedaided sometimes lifted towards the
sky and with his eyes always fixed
on the pocket handkerchief he
recited his prayers whawhateverbever
they were with an eartiesearnestness and
fervency edifying to behold the
ceremony lasted some twenty min-
utes after which the pocket hand
kerchief was folded up and the old
man rolled himself under his cloak
and went to sleep on the hard
groundground to a superficial spectator
mee whole cereceremonymouX must have ap
pearel ridiculous I1I1 cannot saybay that
there was anything ridiculous in it
to me I1 admired the manam who
would not take a midday nap in the
open street without first having
communicated with god in prayer
and hisbis prayer was evidently not
a prayer to an abstract be-
ing beyond the blue sky but
to some being close at hand I1
have no doubt that to his
the heavenly being whom hebe in-
voked was present standing per-
haps on the pocket handkerchief
the best carpett he could procure for
the mainentemoimoment and thus this old man
had a mental conversation so to
speak face to face with his deity
it seems to me even christiansChristianw
could learn something from this ig-
norant arab

but the I1 christians are a proud
set although it is expresslypreselyex
stated that god is against those that
weeare proud I1 had this illustrated to

F

me in the expression used by a
christian lady a few days ago

A little party of tourists went to see
the mosque at port said and we
were as all are requested to take off
our shoes the lady referred to
highly indignant and offendedoffendtd ex-
claimed should I1 take my shoes off
to enter that den I1 believe the
lady was a methodist of the purest
blood I1 asked her if she thought
that appellation proper when ap-
plied toa mohammedan sanctuary
sanctuary she again exclaimed
those heathens they are nothing

but heathensathenshe heathensheathersHeathens why
I1 asked because they want us to
pull off our shoes then I1 re-
pliedlied god must have been a hea-
thenrl en too because he required
moses at 11a certain time to pull his
shoes off well I1 do not know
but that he was sniffed the lady
to my great astonishment par-
don me I1 said do I1 understand
you to admit that perhaps god was
a heathen god no moses
she was evidently so excited that
she did not know what she said and
finally excused her confusion by as-
serting that god was not in that
mohammedan mosque then 11 1I
rrejoinedej coined the edans must
be a mighty race if they are able to
shut your god out of their houses
a god otof whom you abwalwayss say thatthishe is omnipresent this proud

christian went away I1 hope
with a wholesome lesson

A philosopher right in port said
would have a wonderfully rich field
wherein to gather observations for
generalizations and framing theories
on various subjects connected with
the progress of the human race on
the road to civilization it is a
place where the eastern and west-
ern civilizations have met and
where each struggle for equality if
not for supremacy an observer
will soon find that the two after a
very few years struggle have al-
ready left their marks on eachach other
the refinement of the occident has
impressed itself upon the more
crude civilization of the orient and
the crudeness of th-ethe orient is al-
ready visibly blended with the
more refined civilization of the oc
aident in this respect th issue of
the struggle is widely different from
that of the struggle between the
races in america on this latter
continent the war has been one of
extermination entirely not so
here at the threshold of the orient
here the races are more equally
amstrong and it would be no wonder
if a kindind of compromise were the
finalfinai result certcertainin it is that eur-
opeans who live here if they were
not toughs when they came soon
learn to be rough and tough from
their arabian brethren while on
the other handband the arabs to a cer-
tain extent imitate the newcomers
under these circumstances the ques-
tion arises what will the issue be
A retrograde movement of the
europeans or progress on the part of
the arabians

europeans lack the one great fac-
tor of truetide progress a living christ-
ianity for youou cannot call those
dead rites olanof an ignorant catholic
clerclergy or the little better rites of
the hurchchurch of england a living

christianity on the contrarycontraYj
these if they have any influence at
all will produce death instead of life
stagnant water produces nothing
but putrefaction the following in
aident is very illustrative of this itI1
was some sort of a holiday a corn
me of the baptism of christ
by john I1 believe on behalf of
the catholic mission here a fellow
carrying a crucifix on a plate went
round gathering shekels he
visited all the stores getting a little
here and a little there I1 noticed in
one store a christian merchant
threw a large coin on the plate and
afterwards dowedbowed very humbly and
kissed the crucifix on the plate on
seeing him you would think himbim
to be a saint of the very purest
water into the store of that fefellowallow
came a few minutes afterwards an
arab buying something and having
some change coming to him AWand
that same pious saint who so de-
votedly had kissed the cross tried
to cheat the poor native out of
some ten francs by offering him bad
coins in exchange fortunately
the arab was no toolfool and the pious

1

hypocrite must produce good
money but thus is religion here
in dealing with the people one
must particularly take care not to be
cheated by christians surely a
religion with such broad allowances
can do nothing but harm to the
cause of progress

an interesting conversation which
I1 recently had with a well educated
gentleman a greek by birth I1 will
refer to before closing this letter I1
obtained his friendship by reading
a few verses of my greek new testa-
ment to him the modern greek
language and that of the ancient
greek are quite widely different
but it happened that this gentlgentlemanemall
was well read and understood the
I1beautifuleau cifu I1 glossa of hihiss borefforefathersathere
the new testament being the
medium of our acquaintance outour
colvconversationers atlon at first turned upon re-
ligious11 subjects I1 was informed that
the greek orthodox church was the
only true church on earth that all
others were apostates and that the
destiny of the greek church ws
by and by to gain the susupreme
spiritual rule over the whole earth
I1 was further informed that the
greek church had preserved

the forms of the sacraments
as they were instituted by ouriour
lord I1 asked for a nearer explana-
tion of this and he said that the
greek church distribute both bread
andad wine in the lords supper
while the romans giveg I1ve the people
the bread only thethe greeks also
baptize the children by immersion
I1 further inquired why they binl

mersedmerged heelnseeing that all the other
churches ditlwith a few axce eions
OPsprinkle whwhyy my dear sirfr he
saidmad the word baptism never
meant anything else than immerse
and what is not immersion is not
baptism

here then I1 had a testimony
from a man whose native tongue is18

nearly identical with the languagelanguay
of the new testament and he de

the meaning of the word
i

baptize was nothing but immerse
I1 would like to know whatwha anbertna
lers could reply to the asserassertionilog 001 J i


