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Thethiecircumstances by which we are
surroundeduaided are such as to cause feelings
of no ordinary character in all the
conferences heldheid hitherto in this city
and in nauvoo we have enjoyed the so-
ciety of our late lamented president
heber C kimball and his being calledballed
away from a useful field in which he
had long labored should remind us
that each of us at any moment may be
called to close our career here for time
and to await our reward in the resurrec-
tion we can but rejoice that our bro-
ther

i

in his longiong life and labors in the
church was a pattern of humility faith
and diligence and was instrumental in
the hands of god in bringing many
thousands to a knowledge ofof the truth
therhorhe blow which has fallen upon us in
being deprived of his company counsel
and instruction should remind us of the
necessity of diligence in the discharge of
all our duties that like him we may
be prepared to inherit celestial glory and
to associate with joseph and hyrum
smith and david patten and the mar-
tyrs who have gone before

the incidents that have been brought
to our notice by our brethren who have
spoken during the conference give rise
to a series OFof reflections in relation to
our early history as aja people which I1
presume it would be well for us all to
review there are some in this territ-
ory who have been in the church thir
ty six thirty seven or thirty eight
years but a great many of the people
have been in only a few years averyA very
large portion of our population have I1

been reared here and consequently a i

bilesbrie sketch of the erlyeris incidents of
our history may not be unprofitable to
any

when joseph smith took the plates
of mormon from the hill Cumorah heihe
he was immediately surrounded by ene-
mies and though he was a young pmanan
of unexceptionable character he 1 wasas
compelled totr ggo1

fromfroma place to place
while translatetranstranslatinglatiiati g the work to avoidavold

the press arid the pulpit
renouncedrenounced elmkim as an imposter and his
followers as dupes As soon as he
preached the doctrine of baptism for the
remission of sins and organized a
church of six members he was arrested
and brought before a magistrate honor
ably discharged by him and immediate-
ly arrested again and hurried into an ad-
joining county where he was insulted
spit upon and kept without food during
the day and then given crusts of bread
anand dwaterwater the next day he was taken
before magistrates who after a rigid ex-
amination found no fault in him A
mob resolved to tar and feather him
but through the instrumentality of the
constable who previously treated him
roughly but who now becabecame his friend
he made his escape in safety all these
proceedings were instigated by clergy-
men and professors of religion in high
standing A similar spirit of persecu-
tion was manifested in a greatergreatenreater or less
degree in veryeveryveny place where the gospel
was0 proclaimed not only against jospphjoseph
smith but also against other elders whowoo
preached the word

this system of persecution continued
especially in the shape of vexatious law
suits numbering some niftyfifty in all up to
the day of his death and in allailallotof which
a most vicious and vindictive spirit was
manifested outside of judicial questions
in every case he was honorably acquit-
ted and upon the charge of treason upon
which he was detained in Carthagejailjall
when murdered he had not even been
lawfully examined before a magistrate
in all these trials except one he had been
before persons religiously opposed
him his enemies were his judges and
all this while every act of his life
prompted by a firm desire to do good to
his fellow men to preach the gospel
peace to mamagnifynafy the high and holy
calling hebe had received from the lord
and thereby lead back to the
faith of jesus christ his fellow beings
ntowionin hadbad fallen into darkness

vexatious law suits not accomplish-
ingng tiletiiee work to the satisfaction of ttheprapersecutors of the saints mob violence
was resorted to as being more effective
on the day of march 1832 in hy-
rum portage co ohio joseph smith
was dragged from his bed and carried to
the woodswoodsy daubed with tar and feath-
ers and otherwise ill treated the
following is his account of the out-
rage

on the of march the twins be-
fore mentioned which had been sick
for some time with the measles caused
us to be broke of our rest in taking care
of them especially my wife in the
evening stoid her she had better retire
to rest with one of the children and I1
would watch with the sickest child
in the night sheishe told me I1 had better lie
down on the trundle bed and I1 did so
and was soon after awoke by her
screaming murder when I1 found my-
self going out of the door in the hands
of aborcaabout a dozen menbenj some of whose
hands were in my hair and some hold
of my shirt drawers and limbs the
foot of the trundle bed was towards the
door leaving only room enough for the
door to swing my wife heard a gentle
tapping on the windows which she
then took no particular notice of but
which was unquestionably designed for
ascertaining whether we were all
asleep and soon after the mob burst
openpen the door and surrounded the bed
in an ininstantstunt and as I1 said thtine first I1
knew I1 was going out of the door in
the hands of an infuriated mob I1 mademadg
a desperate strugglestraggle as I1 was forced out
to extricate myself but only cleared one
leg with which I1 made a pass atatoneone
man and he fell on the door steps I1
was immediately confined again and
they swore by god they would kill me

still which quieted me As
they passed around the house with me
the fellow that I1 kicked came to mome and
thrust his hand into my face all cov-
eredered with blood for 1 hit him on the
nose and with an exulting horsehorae
laulaublauhlaughh muttered ge gee god damn
ye illpil fix ye I1

they thenthel seized me by the throat
and held antilon til I1 lost my breath after
I1 ehmecamecame jo0o as tb assed along with
me about thirty rods from the hous I1

1

saw elder titetile out n the
ground whither tnehidea hid draggeddraggea hinr
by the heels I1 asupposed he wasway dead
I1 began to pleapieaVwith them saying y

you will havehavet mencymercy and spare my
life I1 hope to watch they reprepliedlidd

god damn beye call on your god for
help well show yeya no mercy and the
people began to show themselves in
every direction one coming from the
orchard had ait plank and I1 expected
they would killhill me and carry me oftoff
on the plank they then turned to the
right and went on about thirty rods
further about sixty rods from the
house and thirty from where I1 saw
eldereider Rigdon into the meadow where
they stopped and one said simonds
simonds meaning I1 suppose simonds
rider pull up hishia drawers pull up
his drawers he will take cold an-
other replied aint ye going to kill
im aint ye going to kill im when a

I1 group of obbera collected a little way
offaff and said simonds simonds come

i here fiandand simonds charged those who
I1 had holdloldholdhoid of me to keep me from touch-
ing the grougroundnd as they hadbad all the
timetime donedon lelestiestst I1I1 should get a spring
upon them they went and held a
cioxiobouncilunelluncil and aaas 1 could occasionally
overhear a word I1 supposed it was to
know whether it was best to kill me
they returned after a while when I1
learned they had concluded not to kill
me but pound and scratch me well
tear off my shirt and drawers and leave
me naked one cried simonds
simonds wheres the tar bucket 1I
dont know answered one where
tibitis elis left it 21 they ran back and
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fetched the bucket of tar when one ex-
claimed god damn it let us tar up
his mouth and they tried to force the
tar paddle into my mouth I1 twisted my
head around so that they could not
and they cried out godgoddamndamn ye hold

j up yer head and let nsus give ye some
tar they then tried to force a vial
into mymv mouth and broke it in my
teeb all my clothsclaths were torn oft me

except my shirt collarand one man fell
on me and scratched my body with his
nails like a mad cat and then muttered
out god damn ye the way the
holy ghost falls on folks

they then left me and I1 attempted
to rrisese but fell adagainainaln I1 pulled the tar
away from my lips so that I1 could
breathe more freely and raised myself
up when I1 saw two lights I1 mademado my
way towards one of them and found it
was father johnsons when I1 had
come to the door I1 waswaa naked and the
tar made me look as though I1 hadbad been
covered with blood and when my wife
saw me she thought I1 was mashed all
to pieces and fainted during the
affray abroad the sisters of the neigh
boubourboodnood had collected at my room I1
called for a blanket they threw me one
and shut the door I1 wrapped it around
me and went history of joseph
smith millmeil star vol 14 page

I1 will add that the exposure of the
child above referred to to the night air
caused its death this murdered child
was doubtless the first martyr of the last
dispensation

in a revelation given sept 1831 the
lord said it is my will that the saints
retain a strong hold in the land of kirt
lanianlaniianiI1 for the space of five years

the saints owned several farms in
kirtland mr lyman a presbyterian
also owned a grist mill there and many
of us gistget our grinding done at hisbis mill
although our brethren owned mills
two or three miles dibdihealicLULIC we had
commenced building the kirtland tem-
ple A portion of the city site had been
surveyedsurveyed and many of the saints who
had recently come in were building
houses on the lots mimrr lymaniyman asso-
ciated himself with a combination to
starve usas out the authorities proceeded
to warn all the latter day saints out of
the township and formed a compact
not to employ us or sell us grain which
was scarce at the time mr lyman
had bushels of wheat but refused
to let us have it at any reasonable priceI1

and it was believed we werenvere so destitute
of money that we would have to scatter
abroad the warning out of town was
designed to prevent our becoming a
township charge the law of ohio being
that if a person who had been warned
outoia off fownown applied for assistance hewasuwast 1bele cacarried1 ed to the to n and
so on titilltili clesasas taken outoviteylt 01 yee statstagg
or to thelielle town from lahPx h aeettlorgormerly1 merly
came f fwe were obliged to sendgentl finiftyfiftytyv miles
for grain which cost us one dollar and
six cents per bushel delivered in kirtl-
and mr Lyclymansmans grain remained un-
sold and his effort to starve uaus taught
us better than to longer patronize nishis
mill although it costcoat us the trouble of
going two or three miles tojtoitontoatillsaills belong-
ing to our brethren we dulit a mag-
nificentent temple and a large city vvovvewe
paid ourouk quota of taxes and we were as
noted anaand remarkable for our industry
temperance thrift and moratmoraumoralityity there
as our people areiretre at the present day
we also patronized a mr lyon who
was a gentlemanly outside merchant
but the moment he got an opportunity
he united with our enemies to oppress
us

we sent our children to choolschool to mr
bates a presbyterian ministermiinater who
soon afterater went into courtnourt andund bore false
witness against the elders and further
testified on oath that every mormon
was intellectually insane this lesson
did admonish us not to longer
the education of our youth to canting
hypocrites

for several years we had used the
paper of ceanga bank at painesvillegainesvillePaines ville
as money A loan of a few hundred
dollars was asked for by joseph smith
with ample security but was refused
and elder reynolds cahoon was told
they would not accommodate the normor-
mon prophet although they
ledgededged the endorsers were above ques-
tion simply because it would encourage
mormonismmormonism so much of their spe-

cie was drawn by joseph smith during
the three succeeding days as greatly
improved their temtempersers and they said
to Eeldereideriderlder cahooncaboon artellteliteiltell mr smith he
mustartstop0p thisthis and any favor he wants
we are rreadyeady to accord him

subsequently application was made

to the legislature of the state for a
bank charter the notes to be redeemed
with specie and their redemption secur-
ed by real estate the charter was
denied us on the grounds that weve were
mormonscormonsMormons and soon a combination of

apostates and outsiders caused us to
leave kirtland the most of our proper-
ty unsold and our beautiful temple yet
remains a lasting monument of our
perseverance and industry the loss
sustained throughtigh this persecution was
probably not less than one million dol-
lars

MISSOURI
on the day of july 18issi31 at irin

dependence jackson county joseph
smith set apart and dedicated a lot as
the site of the temple of the centre stake
of zion ground having been purchased
for this purpose and it still is known as
the temple lot the saints entered
lands in different parts of the county
built houses opened farms constructed
mlmillsillsliis established a printing office
owned by W W phelps co and the

first in western missouri and opened
a mercantile establishment the largest
in the county owned by gilbert

whitney
in july 18333 a mob was organized by

signing a circular which set orthforth that
the civil law did not amfordafford them a suf-
ficient guaranteeuarantee against the 11mor
mons whom they accused of blasche
piously pretending to heal the sick by
the administration of holy oil 11 and 1

consequently they must bobe ewereitherelther ghafa
naties or knaves 11 under the influx
ence of methodist baptist and presby-
terian ministers they tore down the
printing office of the evening and
morning star which cost some
keeythey stripped and tarred and feathered
bishop partridge and elder charles
alienallen and seized several other elders
and cast them into prison compelled
gilbert whitney to close their store
and soon after broke it open and scat-
tered their goods to the four winds
they tore down twenty houses over the
heads of the inmates and whipped and
terribly lacerated with hickory
manyany 0of thee elderseidersers killed1 e andrew bar-
berbe r anand severelyverel wounwoundeded many others
robbedrobbe tthee houses of their property andana
finally expelespelexpelledled fifteen hundred people

the county they also destroyed
somsome 21 dwellings andnd much of thehe
lanlaulany being valuable timbertimmer land be
0 hie public plunder the saints were
ams of most of their horses cattlecattie

mpleimplementsments of husbandry ac waftp
kotaltotal loss in these transactions is estima-
ted at half a million dollars

horrible to relate several women
thus driven from their homes gave birth
to children in the woods and on the
prairies destitute of beds or clothing
having escaped in fright it is stated
on the authority of solomon hancock
an eye witness that he with the assist
ance of two or three others protected
one hundred and twenty women and
children for the space of ten days who
were obliged to keep themselves hidbid
from their pursuers while they were
hourly expecting to be massacred andnd
who finally escaped intointa clay county

i by finding a circuitouscircuitousoue route to the
ferry

aney could bobe traced by the blood
from their feet on the burnt prairie
thisthis occurred in the month of novem-
ber and is a specimen of the kindness
that law abiding latter day saints re
ceicelvedatat tilethe hands of those who had
power ovoveethemithem the saints were so
law abiding that not a single process
had been issued against any member of
the church iiuu jackson county up to the
organization of the mob although all
the offices civil and military were ina
the handly of their enemies

prominent in these crueltiescruel ties as actors
aad apologists were the reverends
isaacisaae mccoy and D pixley the former
a baptist and the latter a presbyterian
missionary to thetho indians

CLAY COUNTY

the arrival of the saints in clay
county was a blessing to the inhabi-
tants who had lustjust opened small prairie
farms and planted them with indian
corn much of which was
they had cattle on the bottoms anaand
hogshoga in the woods the majority of


