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The circumstances by which we are
surrounded are such as to cause feelings
of no ordinary character. In all the
Conferences held hitherto, in this city
and in Nauvoo, we have enjoyed the so-
ciety of our late lamented President
Heber C. Kimball; and his being called
away from a useful field in which he
had long labored, should remind us,
that each of us, at any moment, may be
called to close our career here for time,
and to await our reward in the resurrec-
tion. We ean but rejoice that our bro-
ther, in his long life and labors in the
church, was a pattern of humility, faith
and diligence, and was instrumental in
the hands of God, in bringing many
thousands to a knowledge of the truth.
The blow which has fallen upon us, in
being deprived of his company, counsel
and instruetion,should remind us of the
necessity of diligence in the discharge of
all our duties, that, like him, we may
be prepared to inherit celestial glory and
to associate with Joseph and Hyrum
Smith and David Patten and the mar-
tyrs who have gone before.

The incidents that have been brought
to our notice by our brethren who have
spoken during the Conference give rise
to a series of reflections in relation to
our early history as 4 people, which, 1
presume, it would be well for us all to
review. There are some in this Terri-
tory who have been in the Church thir-
ty-six, thirty-seven or thirty-eight
years, but a great many of the people
have been inonly a few years. A very
large portion of our population have
been reared here, and consequently 2
brief sketch of the early incidents of
our history may not be unprofitable to
any.

%’hen Joseph Smith took the plates

|
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Vexatious law suits not accomplish-
ing the work to the satisfaction of the
persecutors of the Saints, mob violence
. was resorted to, as being more eflective.
On the 25th day of Mareh, 1832, in Hy-
rum, Portage Co., Ohio, Joseph Smith
'was dragged from his bed and carried to
'the woods, daubed with tar and feath-
ers, and otherwise ill-treated. The
following is his account of the out-
rage:

“On the 25th of March, the twins be-
fore mentioned, which had been sick
for some time with the measles, caused
us to be broke of our rest in taking care
of them, especially my wife. In the
evening Itold her she had better retire
to rest with one of the children, and I
would wateh with the sickest child.
In the night she told me I had better lie
down on the trundle bed, and I did so,
‘and was soon after awoke by her
sereaming ‘murder!” when I found my-
self going out of the door, in the hands
of about a dozen men; some of whose
hands were in my hair,-and some hold
of my shirt, drawers and limbs. The
foot of the trundle bed was towards the
| door, leaving only room enough for the
door toswing. My wife heard a gentle
tapping on the windows, which she
then took no psrticular notice of, (but
which was ungquestionably designed for
'ascertaining whether we were all
asleep,) and soon after the mob burst
|
‘open the door and surrounded the bed
'in an instent, and, as I said, the first I
knew, I was going out of the doorin
the hands of an infuriated mob. Imade
a desperate struggle, as I was forced out,
to extricate myself, but only cleared one
\leg, with which I made a pass at one
‘man, and he fell on the doorsteps. I
'was immediately eonfined again; and
' they swore by God ihey would kill me
if I'did notbe still,which quieted me. As

| they passed around the house with me,
| the fellow that I kicked came to me and
‘ thrust his hand into my face, all cov-
‘ered with blood, {(for 1 kit him on the
‘nose,) and with an exualting horse
'laugh, muttered: ‘Ge, gee, God damn
ye, I'll fix ye.’
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except my shirt collar,and one man fell
on me and seratched my body with his
nails like a mad cat, and then muttered
out: ‘‘God damn ye, that’s the way the
Holy Ghost falls on folks.”

They then left me, and I attempted
to rise, but fell again. I pulled the tar
away from my lips, so that I could
breathe more freely, and raised myself
up, when Isaw two lights. I made my
way towards one of them, and found it
was Father Johnson’s, When I had
come to the door, I was naked, and the
tar made me look as though I had
covered with blood; and when my wife
saw me she thought I was mashed all
to pieces, and fainted. During the
affray abroad, the sisters of the neigh-
bourhood had collected at my reom.,
called for a blanket, they threw me one,
and shut the door. I wrapped it around
me and went.”” History of Joseph
Smith, Mill. Star, vol. 14, page 148.

I will add that the exposure of the
child above referred to, to the night air,
caused its death. This murdered child
was doubtless the first martyr of the last
dispensation.

In a revelation given Sept. 1831, the
Lord said, ‘‘It is my will that the Saints

been |1

to the Legislature of the State, for a
bank charter, the notes to be redeemed
with specie and their redemption secur-
ed by real estate. The charte¥ was
denied us on the grounds that we were
‘“‘Mormons,’”’ and soon & combination of
apostates and outsiders caused us fo
leave Kirtland, the most of our proper-
ty unsold; ard our beautiful Temple yet
remains a lasting monument of our
perseverance and industry. The loss
sustained throngh this persecution was
probably not iess than one million dol-

ars.
MISSOURI.
On the 20th day of July, 1831, at Ins

dependence, Jackson county, Joseph
Smith set apart and dedicated a lot as

1 the site of the Temple of the centre stake

of Zion, ground having been purchased
for this purpose, and it stillis kKnown as
the ““Temple lot.”” The Saints entered
lands in different parts of the county,

'built houses, opened farms, constructed

mills, established a printing office
owned by W. W. Phelps & Co., and the
rst in Western Missouri), and opened
a mercantile establishment, the largest
in the county, owned by Messrs.Gilbert

retain a strong hold in the land of Kirt- |

& Whitney.

. In July, 1833, a mob was organized by

land for the space of five years.”
The Saints owned several farms in

also owned a grist mill there, and many | o0
of us get our grinding done at his mill, ' miously pretending to heal the sick by

although ‘our brethren owned mills
two or three miles distuut. We had
commenced building the Kirtland Tem-
ple. A portion of the city site had been
surveyed, and many of the Saints who

gigning a eircular, which set forth that

Kirtland. Mr. Lyman, a Presbyterian 'the eivil law did not afford them a suf-
L] L] ¥ L]

ficient guarantee against the ‘‘Mor-
" whom they accused of ‘‘blasphe-

the administration of holy oil,”” and,
consequently they must be either *‘fa-
naties’ or ‘‘knaves.”’” Under the influ-
ence of Methodist, Baptist and Presby-
terian ministers, they tore down the

had recently come in were building
houses on the lots, Mr. Lyman asso-
ciated himself with a combination to
starve us out. The authorities proceeded

to warn all the Latter-day Saints out of |

the township, and formed a compact
not to employ us orsell us grain, which
was scarce at the time. :
had 3,000 bushels of wheat, but refused
to let us have it at any reasonable price,
and it was believed we were g0 destitate
of money that we wouid have to scatter
The warning out of town was
designed to prevent our becoming &
township charge, the law of Ohio being
that if a person who had been warned
out of town, applied for assistance, he
was to be carried to the r{_mwn and
so on till HeWwas taken oRt g

or to the town from which he formerly|
came. £k |

We were obliged to send fifty miles
for grain, which cost us one dollar and |
six cents per bushel delivered in Kirt-|
land, Mr. Lyman’s grain remained un- |
sold and his effort to starve us taught
us better than to longer patronize his
mill, although it cost us the trouble of
going two or three miles togpills belong-
ing to our brethren. We built a mag-
nificent temple and a large city, We
paid our quota of taxes and we were as
noted and remarkable for our industry,
temyperance, thrift and morality there,
as our people are at the present day.
We also patronized a Mr. Lyon, who
was u gentlemanly outside merchant,
but the moment he got an opportunity
he united with our enemies to oppress
us.

Wesent our children to school to Mr.
Bates, a Presbyterian miunister, who
soon after went inte sourt aud bore false
witness against the Elders, snd further
testified on oath that every ‘‘Mormon’’
was intellectuMIiy insane. 'This lesson
did admonish us not to longer intrust
the eduecation of our youth to canting
hypocrites,

Feor several years we had used the
paper of Geanga Bank at Painesville
as money. A loan of a few hundred
dollars was asked for by Joseph Smith,
with ample security, but was refused,
and Elder Reynolds Cahoon was toid
they would not accommodate the *‘3lor-
mon Prophet,”’ although they acknows
ledged the endorsers were above ques-
tion, simply because it would encourage
“Mormounism.” 8o much of theirspe-
cie was drawn by Joseph Smith during
the three succeeding days, as greatl
improved their tempers, and they said
to Elder Cahoon, *“‘tell Mr. Smith he
must stop this, and any favor he wants
we are ready to accord him.”’

abroad.

Ir. Lyman |
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ig}int&ng office of the FEvening and
orning Star, which cost some $6,000.
They stripped and tarred and feathered
Bishop Partridge and Elder Charles
Allen, and seized several other Elders
‘and east them into prison, compelled
 Gilbert & Whitney to close their store,
and soon after broke it open and scat-
'tered their goods to the four winds.
| They tore down twenty houses over the
 heads of the inmates, and whipped and
‘terribly lacerated with hickory withs
'many of the Elders, killed Andrew Bar-
 ber, and severely wounded many others;
' robbed the houses of their property an
finally expelled fifteen hundred people
from the county. They also destroyed
som¢g 216 dwellings, and much of the
land being valuable timber land, be-
Ca th!it:- plunder. The Saints were
Lot of most of their horses, cattl
implements of husbandry, &c. iﬁ
total loss in these transactions is estir

ted at half a million dollars.

‘‘Horrible to relate, several women
thus driven from their homes gave birth
to children in the woods and on the
prairies, destitute of beds or clothing,
having escaped in fright., It is stated
on the authority of Solomon Hancoek,
an eye witness, that he, with the assist~
ance of two or three others, protected
one hundred and twenty women and .
children for the space of ten days, who
were obliged to keep themselves hid
from their pursuers, while they were
hourly expeciing to be massaered, and
who finally escaped into Clay county,
by finding a ciremitous route to the

ferry.”

They could be traced by the blood
from their feet on the burnt Erairia.
This occurred in the month of Novem-
ber, and is a specimen of the kindness
that law-abiding Latter-day Saints re-
ceived at the hands of those who had
power oveihem, The Saints were so
law abiding that not a single process
had been issued against any member of
the Church in Jackson county up to the
organization of the mob, although all
the offices, eivil and miiitary, were in
the hands of their enemies.

Prominent in these cruelties as actors
ard apologists were the Reverends
Isase MceQCoy and D. Pixley, the former
a Baptist and the latter a Presbyterian
missionary to the Indians. :

CLAY COUNTY.

The arrival of the Saints in Clay
was a blessing to the inhabi-
tants, who had just opened small prairie
farms and planted them with Indian
corn, much of which was unharvested,
They had cattle on the bottoms an

Subsequently application was made

hogs in the woods. The majority of



