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NATURE AND CAUSE OF APPENDICITIS

deing from the reports 8o fre-
qgeli-ltfy s-nade in the daily press, it
would appear that appendieitis 18 not
only on the increase. but that it seems
to have a mpecial predilection for
prominent persons. Contrary t0 pop-
ular belief, however, It I8 no more fre-
quent nor electlve- in jits oceurrence

. glving it may be comforting to learn

The trouble having been traced to
the ulceration or rupture of an in-
flamed appendix, causing the fatal
peritonitis, the eraly removal of the
diseased organ very naturally suggest-
ed the proper line of treatment. It is
perhaps, not generally known by the
publie that the various foreign bodles,
such as grape seeds, cherry pits and
the concretlons usually found in the
appendix, are merely accidental con-
sequences of the Inflammatlon rather
than causes of {t. To such as never
eat o grape without a certain mis-

that it Is A& very rare clrcumstance to

find a seed of the frult lodged in the
appendix. In fact, it is now proved
that aslde from the intestinal conere-
tlons whieh realty form in the Qrean
after the latter becomes diseased there
is scarcely an average proportion of
3 per cent In which forelgn bodies, .dia-
tinctively so-callled, are discovered.
That these accidental or deposited suh-
stances are not absolutely necessary
for the production of the disease |a
shown by thelr entire absence in a
goodly number of the most severe
cases, Among the latter may be men-
tioned a recent instance which has
claimed much public attention.

The real cauase of the disease s as-
soclated with the destructive tenden-
cles of a peculiar microbe called the
colon bacillus, which always exists in
the Intestine, and js absolutely harm-
less unt!l an inflammation or Injury
of the appendix gives it an opportuni-
ty for the development of malignant
qualties. The microbes then multi-
ply with great rapidity, penetrate the
wnlls of the weakened organ, intensi-
fy the inflammation - and finally es-
cape into the abdominal cavity by |
ulceration or rupture of the tuhe, thus
producing the fatal or septic peritoni-
tis.—New York Herald.

THE PISTOL SHOULD GO,

Sunday afternoon last I stood upon
the sidewalk and saw that dusky
cortege pass in solemn sadness to the
dirge that wailed mournfully in the
atill autumnal air. In the hearse lay
the coffined body of o man who three
days before was In his ysual health

with no premonition of the catastrophe
that should send him to the grave. He
was a  sober, Industrlous, inoffensive
citizen, the husband of a frugal wife,
the father of a child, the support of,
these two in contentment being the
purpose of his life. In the nature of
things there was no reason why that
man should die as he did, why that
mother and ehild should be thus sud-
denly bereft of their best friend.

Why was it? Because men make
laws for the protection of life and
limb and then permit them to become
dead letters on the statute book. To
make laws and fail to execute them I3
to put & premium upon the violativn
or disregard, at Ieamst, of all law.
Laws should not be madz If they are
not to be enforced. If laws are bad
the right thing to do is to execut2 them
and so secure their repeal, If thay are
good, execute them and.sn teach the
people that they can depend upon the
taw.

There §s In this city, I understand, a
law agalpst carrying ~oncealed deadly
weapong, but when wasa It ever en-
forced? Yet what law for the protec-
tion of the lives of Lthe peapé 2t large
needg more rizid executisn than this?
The pedple whu havwitually carvy load-
ed plstols are those who, If any person
must be kilted through ecareless use of
such weapbns, should be sent to the

church or to the dance, 15 other than
an excitable coward, a fool or a bully
who should never be permlitted to han-
dle a gun. The men who really need a
pistol for protection would not be
guilty of earrying one to a ball room,
much less of pulling it there. In a
city as well guarded against thugs as:
Seit Lake is at present it 1s very sel-
dom that any person is attacked even
in out-of-the-way places, and hence
there 1s no need for the ordinary pe-
destrian to carry concealed arms. The
killing, even accidentally, of one harm-
less citlzen outweighs every argument
in favor of the custom of carrying
pistols at all times, in all places, by
all sorts of people, There ought to be
a law stringently enforced that would
make it necessary for every person in
the city who wished to carry & gun to
g0 before the chief of police and show
enuse for carrying such a weapon and
procure a license for that purpose,

land the penalty attached to a viola-

tion of such an ordinance should be
sufficient to deter all others from the
dangerous and {nexcusable practice.

I recall three deaths here in the last
eight months from pistol shots fired
by persons who should have heen pre-
vented by law from carrying suech
wenponi. If the plea of “'accidental”™
should be thrown down and a few ac-
cidentnl murderers deprived of life and
sent to settle accounts in the unknown,
it would be an object lesson that could
not fall to be salutary. Take the lat-
egst case. The man who, we will say,
accidentally did the kllling, Is smitten
with remorse, Why shoyld he not be?
But what can all possible remorse in
his cowardly soul be to the woman
and the child who are thrown Into the
valley of the shadow of death, de-
prived of thelr support and protection
by the exeftement of an ignorant
bluffer at & time when he was In no
danger, at a place where a plstol was
as much out of place as a rattlesnake
would have been? His remorse wlil
not restore the dead, will not dry the
tears of the stricken, Slowly they
must llve as they can untll time heals
the wound. But to save others let the.
law compel the plstol to go.

CHARLES ELLIS.

The Pacific Mail steamship Gaellec,
which arrived from Honolulu Satur-
day, brings a very Interesting story
from the islands. It concerns Walter
J. McRBride. the paying teller of Bishop
& Co.'s bank and a prominent voung
society man, who hasg hecome Iinsane
—it §s said through drawing the fatal
number in a suleide elub which he
joined about slx years ago in Seattle,
According to the story, which is ap-
parently well authenticated, McBride
received his summons about a year ago
and was doomed to take his own life
this month, following in the footstepsa
of filve other members of the club who
have crossed the dark river hy their
own volitlon before hm. TParticulars
of the 8ad affalr are not easy to get,
as powerful friends of the unfortunate
man have thus far prevented the story
from getting Into print.but o letter giv-
ing rRome of the facts in the case waa
recieved by a frlend of MeBride's re—
sldineg in Shn Francisco, It zppears
that MeRride drew the fata] number
ahout a year ago, but had been given
twelve-months’ reprleve. The matter
weighed 80 heavlly on his mind that
hizs reason became unbalanced, and
through his strange actlons and night-
v ravings his friends Jlearned the
truth. He hag been taken out of the
bank, and is belng cared for by friendas,
who propose to see that he does nots
earry out his purpose.



