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munplcation has been opened be-
tween us and the Lord. The Prophet
Joseph has conversed with Presi-
dent Woodruff. Others have done

the same, We have all talked with
these brethren, and with other
brethren. The revelations of the

Lord bave been with us. We have
kpown the miod and will of the
Lord, andthe counsels of the Al-
mighty are dwelling in the midst
of the people. And we are expect-
ing something in the near future.
We expect the Baints to triumph
over sin. We expect them to
become more righteous, and sin and
corruption to be less among them in
the future than it has hven in the
past, and very much less than it is
among other people. If this be
not the case, then are we disap-
ointed. During 1891 we ought,
ndividually, to seek to come just as
near to the Lord as we poesibly cau,
by extra fidelity, humiiity, obedi-
ence, and  keeping the laws of the
Lord. We ghould remember our
prayers more (aithfuily than we
have ever done before. A greaf
many in Zion pray once a day. 1
learn, a8 I travel throughout the
Church, that some of the brethren
‘think once a day is enough to pray
in their families. I want to advise
you, if you would 'be prepared for
what I8 to come in 1891, to pray
twice a day.and remember the Lord
at noon. Wae find Inuthe Book of
Mormon that the servant of the
Lord urged the people in- that day
to pray morning, noon and night—
three times a day. I say, iet the
Latter - day Bainots offer their
prayers in due season, and never
negiect them.  Remember the
Lord, and His commandments in
regard to your tithings. Pay them
in theirkind, and pay them tully.
For a man who lacketh in his pray-
ers, a0d in his tithing, and in his
good conductin his fumily, wili not
be prepared for that which is com-
ing in 189i. It may oot be any-
thing that the worid may be able to
take noticeof, or even all the Liatter-
day BSaiots; but what wonderful
thinge have happemed that the
world kpnew nothing about at the
time. Ithought, when Elder Rob-
erts ; was speaking this morning,
that."be was going to refer not only
to the organization of the Church in
1880, as & matter that did not dis
turb the neighborhood for a little
while, por the county, nor the
Btate, but also to another important
event that took place before then.
What disturbance was made in the
world when the Father and the Son
came and visited the Prophet
Joseph, and the Father said to him:
“This 18 my beloved Son; hear
Him?» Houw numerous were those
who heard bf that? No other per-
son 8aw the light, or the Father
and the Hon; a9 otiier person _could
bear that testimony, until Joseph
had spoken of it.

Now, to be prepared for the com-
ing of the Bavior in glory and in
power, we flod that a marvelous
work is yet to berdone. What is it?
Why, the Gospel is to be preached.
We are but a handful of people. We
have only a few hundreds of Elders
in the ralssionary field all the time—
less than five hundred, probably.

How long will it take five hundred
men to preach the Gospel to “the
whole world, as a witness, before
the end shall come? We are labor-
ing and doing what we can, and the

Lord will prompt His ser vants when-

more shail be done; and we will
gain strength and power, until we
are prepared to aeoomplisil what the
Eord designs should be accown-
plished. But it is important for us
a8 Latter-day SBaints to koow indi-
vidually that we stand in the favor
of the Liord, and te know that our
prayeis are heard by the L.rd and
apswered upon our heads. We
ought to hecome so well acquainted
with the Spirit of the Lord that we
could not Le deceived. We shoull
understand it, and it should dwell
with us. When we hear the words
of counsel that come from those who
have the right to give counsel to the
Church, every Latter-day Saint
ought to know it in a moment, and
ocught to recognize the voice and
counsel of the Lord through Hs
servants,

Ffeel to exhort all Israel—thuse
gathered here and those not here—
to be more faithful in the future,
Cease backbiting, cease quarreling,
cease your euvyings and strife, and
vanity, and folly, and intemper-
anee, and every sip that doth so
easily beset the people. Let all
men, everywhere, repent. Let us all
try to refrain from the follies of the
past, and in the future of our lives
iet us Lie able to go before the Liord
and say that we love one another.
Oh! what a joyful time it will be
when all 1srael can say, We love ope
another. Can it be said io all the
gquorums as it can be said by the
Firat Presidency aod the Twelve
and the First Seven Presidents of
Seventies, that we love another,that
we feel to bless, encourage and
strengthen one another, and that
unselfishiy we buow before the Lord
and ask upon our brethren the same
blessingas that we would that the
Lord should bestow upon us? Do
the sisters in Zion—that important
part and body of the Church of
Curist—feel that way toward each
other? Arefamilies }iving together
io that close communion and fei-
lowship, and dwelling together
without jealousy, without hesart-
burnings, and without suspicion?
[f they are not, they have ueed to
repent. The upivn, the love and
the coofidence of the brethren in
these quorums that I hhve mention-
ed ought to permeate all parts of the
Church. Itought to be with every
President of a Stake, with every
Bishop of a Ward, and with every
guorum in the Church; and it
ought to be in all the socleties and
asgociations that are organized in
Zion. Yon koow that the Lord
has heen with these leaders
of Israel when they havé trav-
eled and labored in ¥your midst.
You know that His Spirit dwells
with them today. The A postles
are not numerous. You do not see
them very fregquently; but when
you do see them, and when you do
her tlient, you know that the Holy
Ghost dwells in them. You know
they are honest men. You know
they are pure men. You know that
they are men that refraio from cor-

ruption and sin, and that bridle
their passions, and are laboring for
the salvation of men. The tens of
thousands in this Territory who are
personally acquainted with these
men are my witnesses in this re-
spect. Now, this same faith and
confidence. ought to dwell in the
hearis of the people. That which
we find good with us we recom-
mend to you. T say that the High
Councils in Zion ought to dwell to-
gether in fidelity and faithfulness,
and they ought to be as exemplary
men in the Church as the A postles
can possibly be. The quorums of
the Seventies, upon whosze shoulders
particularly rests the labor of preach-
ing the Gospel to the world, onght
to he honest and industrious, faith«
ful and temperate, full of faith and
power; they ought to be en-
ergetic, and labor as falthfully
as .the Apostles can do. If they
aré doing so, God iz pleased with
then; and if not, God Is not pleased
with them. The Apostles are no
better than Seventies ought to be.
And what I say in regard to Seven-
ties, I say concerning High Priests
and Eiders. There is not a High
Priest or an Elder In Zion but
ought to be just as good as an
A postle or as the Presidency of the
Chureh. They have not the same
care and burden resting upon them;
but God has placed the requirement
upon them that they should be
just as faithful as men can be. They
must not be corrupt. They must
not be wicked. They must not he
lascivious, They must not be dis
honest, nor wmntruthful. But they
must square their lives according to
the truths of the Glospel. In theee
quorums, men who stand represémt-
ing God, or who are at the head of
families,they should be the mouth-
pieces of the Tword to those
quorums and o those (amilies,
and te every organpization over
which they preside. The Lord re-
quires this, and anything less than
this does mot give complete patiafac-
tion to Him. He requires of ua noth-
ing that is impossible. But Hedoes
require of us all that is possible in
our llves and actions, for the sup-
port of His Church and for the
accomplishmeut of His dpurposeain
the earth. We should be as a
light set upon a hill. No Latter-
day Saint ought to be required to
hide his head and to be ashamed of
his course. He ought to live above
sugpicion. If the world look upon
us, they should be competled to say,
though they may consider us fanati-
cal and deceived, that we are con-
scientious, and that we live aceord-
ing to our profession. If every Lat-
ter-day Baint were to be judged by
the world, they should be compelled
to say that we have been homnest
truthful, virtuous, temperate and
sober.

This is the work of the Lord. You
are the servants of the Lord. You
bear the Priesthood. The Lord has
graciously given it to almest every
man in the Church; and the Prieat-
hood that you bear is just as sacred
as that which we bear, Greater
reaponsibility rests upon us becau e
we have been called to these certain
positions; but every man who has

received one partiele of the Prieat-



