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i institution as the lords day could have
supplanted the old testament sabbath
and be universally observed by the
whole of christendom in so short a time
without divine sanction and the support
of the apostles

the first clear trace we meet of the
sunday celebration is found in acts 20 7
from which we learn that the christians
assembled for mutual edification and ad-
ministering the lords supper this
verse loesdoes not infer that the disciples
had assembled together on special
occasionicon but that they came together ac-
cording to their general practice to break
bread that being the time of their eu-
charistcharist celebration we learn from the
text that paul waited at troas until that
particular day arrived the first day of
theahe week that hebe might have sufficient
time to explain things pertaining to the
kinkingdomdom of god then we learn bybv
reading cor 16 2 that paul by special
request recommended the saints to lay
by their charitable contributions upon
tip first day off the week that being the
bobsttest appropriate time that there be no
gatherings when he arrived for hebe
wanted everything in rediness from
the verse we learn that he had given
the same order to the churches of
galatia

the apostles evangelizedevangeli zed the jews on
saturday but we have no account otof
christian assemblies on that day after
the resurrection for public worshipP
converted jews were polemical for they
thought christians should worship on
the seventh as well as the first day but
there is no record on any controversycontro vesy in
the early church about keeping the
lordsloidl4 day paul preached in the
synagogues on the old sabbath I1 he
became as a jew to gain the jews aandad

without law to gain those witwithoutbout
law though he labored under the law
ot christ when necessary he ob
served the jewish rites such conformity
being allowed him that the jews might
not be driven from christianity but be
gradually won over from an abrogated
ritual in peiperfectfeet consistency with these
concessions he taught that the mosaic
ceremonies were virtually displaced and
gradually regard for the old sabbath
died outolit while the new one rose peace-
fully to this was inin direct

otof bible intimations and for
i centuries the lords day was the only
recognized sabbath

Ezelezekielciel says eze 43 262726 27 seven
days shall they judge the altar andiandl purge
it and consecrate themselves and when
these days are expired it shall be that
upon theithe eighth dagand so forward the
priestnesto shall make offerings etc
whilehile sacrifices commemorated certain
evento they were also typical of some-
thing to come and as the sacrificesacrifice
offerings were typical of the great
fice otof our savior so the first day of

bread the pentecostalpenta costal feast and
the waving otof the sheaf of the first
fruits on the first day are typical of the
vewnew redemption which the lords day
comalecommemorates to give proof that the
new work was accepted of the lord he
sent the holy ghost on the day of
pentecostre n the first day of the week
whichh ic was the beginning of the new
comforterm with the church and might
wellwel veteL called its birthday we find in
thesehese facts the objective divine sanction
of the observance of sunday the lords
dayay in direct contradistinction to the
oldd sabbath in christ the law was
bulffulfilled

if we render tribute to whom tribute
is due then let us honor the day of the
resurrection of our lord as his day
and revere the name of him who has
made life possible for the blawlaw
served as a schoolmasterschool master to bring the
people unto christ but after that
faith is come we are no longer under a
schoolmaster it righteousness came
bv the law then christ is dead in vain
gal 2 21 but a man is not justified

by the works of the law but by the
faith of jesus christ 11 gal 2 16

before faith came we were kept under
the law shut up unto the faith which
should afterwards be revealed gal
3 23 the law was added because of
transgression till the seed should come
to whom the promise was made and it
was ordained by angels in the hand of
a mediator gal 3 19 As many
as have been baptized into christ have
put on christ are all one in christ jesus
are abrahams seed and heirs accord-
ing to the promise gal 3 272927 29

whosoeverwhosoeverho of you are justified by the
law have fallen from grace christ has
become of none effect unto you ff gal
5 4 itif ye be led by the spirit ye
are not under the law gal 5 18

through him we both have access by
one spirit unto the father eph 2 18
godliness is profitable unto all things
having promise of the life that now is
and of that which is comellto come tim
4 8 the law was given under the

priesthood when the priest-
hood was changed the law of necessity
had to be changed after the similitude
of there arose another
priest wwhoho is made not after the law of
carnal commandments but after the
power of an endless life the law made
nothing perfect but the bringing inin of a
better hope did and tbthroughough this better
hope we draw nigh unto god jesus
was made a surety of a better testa-
ment heb 7 112111i i ai21 if the first
covenant had been faultless then should
no place have been sought for the second
jesus obtained a more excellent ministry
and became the mediator of a better
covenant established upon better
promisespromise s 11 heb 8 6677 the lord
said to jeremiah aist chapt behold
the days come that I1 will make a new
covenant with the house of israel and
with the house of judah not according
to the covenant that I1 made with their
fathers but I1 will put my law in their la-
ward

in-
ward parts minds and write it in their
hearts and will be their god and they
shall be my people the new cove-
nant took the place of the old which was
ready to vanish when the new one was
given it came into effect when christ
ascended upon high and gave gifts un-
to men setting the house of the new
covenant in order the testament
coming into effect after the death of the
testator the old was but a shadow
and type of the new which covenant
was a direct fulfillment of the lormerformer
one

we see the change taking place im-
mediately after the resurrection for on
the same day at evening being the first
day of the week jesus appeared unto
his disciples and breathed his divine
peace upon them and commissioned
them to teach all nations and observe
all things he had commanded them and
says receive ye the holy ghost
after eight days again his disciples were
within and thomas wilhwith them then
came jesus and stood inin the midst
bohu 20 26 and again breathed hihisS
divine peace upon them in the text

the word aftafterlerf is used as a ptpr
tion in the same sense after is
in the text after three days I1 wuwill1
again matt 2763 which from
res we know to mean on fttb kJ
third day both instances thereforethere forey
when the savior appeared was on
day the first day of the week and adiW
called the lords day to distinguish Wl s
from the sabbath which commemorate
the physical creation and israels es40 i

dus the apostles had been requestsrequest6
to tarry at jerusalem until the MAYhy
ghost should come and it likelikewisewl
came on the first day of the week cwCOB

firming the work already done baftbe 1

the necessary qualification to put me J
church in order john the Reve lateA
adds great weight to the inference when
he gives the first day of the week aleshc
significant apappellationapp elation the lotalooss
day in the same sense that the PSpas
chal supper was changed to the lordslora
supper I1 believe thisthi plainly portrays
the time and place the observance 61rf
sunday held in the minds of the
tive christians and that the lords day
commemorated the event of christs
res and the birth of shenewthe new
creation

clement of alexandria holds tmtoe
eighth day to be properly the sabbath
but the seventh a working day it waswis
also understood in the same way by
origen who said leaving the jewish
observances let us see how the sabbath
ought to be kept by christians hisM
writings show that the lord s day wwas
observed at alexandria
0 igen and cyprian hold that the new
sabbath was of primeval aappointmentp
and their testimony remains

by any early christian writerstevi
again the terms used by the earbym
christian fathers such as the beigheighthg
day the day of the sun the
first day of the week and ibethe lords
day can only apply to the present
Clichristianristian sabbath

Fer affirms that the seventh day
was a temporary sabbath 31 which helps
to confirm the promise already taken
that the old sabbath with sacrifices and
circumcision were but ceremonial laws
the old ceremonial laws were dottedone
away and should be buried with the
mosaic dispensation to make room for
the gospel for our hope is founded up-
on the resurrection of the saints sadand
the atonement of jesus it is perfectly
consistent for him to give the day of his
resurrection to the church to com-
memorateme the new birth and new lselife
which came to us through the great
sacrifice of the son of god

I1 am thoroughly convinced that we
have first the will of god
as made known in the Bib leand second
the history of the church under the
direction otof the apostles and third the
tradition of the early fathers to sub-
stantiate the obligation olof the lords
day

aside from our obligations as christ-
iansians I1 believe it essential for the health
and development otof individuals and the
welfare of the community to observe at
least one seventh of tiethe time perform-
ing our spiritual and moral duties and
works of charity Turturning the physical
activities into other channechannels bertaipertainsas as
much to the law of nature as do the
intervening of nights between the daysdasmans composition requires that portion
of time lorfor physical rest and spiritualtum
activity ones spirituality withers with-
out it and flourishesulishes in proportion to


