THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

Iy? Have they grown stronger?
I belleve they have.. 1 belleve that
they have had many testimonies
from the Lord to strengthen their
faith; 1 helleve that the brethren
who have suffered persecution and
have been incarcerated for the Gos-
Pel’s sake, for the kecping of the
commandmenta of the Lord, are
stronger in the faith today than they
were before, It is the naturnl con-
S8equence of persecution that the
People are drawn together and be-
Come gtronger in their faith than
they are in times of pence; and
this I belleve to have been the case
With the Baints.

We have heard of no serious apos-
tasy. The greatest apostasies we
have ever had have been when the
People were in peace and when let
alone; not In times of ygreat trouble
and serious difficulty. Trials seem
to draw the people together, to
make them seck after the Lord, and
become better acquainted with Him
and the workings of His Holy
Spirit, than 1s the case in tlmes of |
Peace. T have heard n great many
tXpress themselves ns though thoy
thought the Latter-day Saints were
In rather a perilous condition—that
I8, at home in the Wards and in the
Btakes; that they were growing cold,
Degleeting their duties, cte. Now,
there may be an appearance of this,
and there may be some truth in it
for a foundation; but let me testify
% you that thesLatterday Saints
Are not poing to apostatize, they are
Dot going to desert the Kingdom;
for the Lord has made no mistake,
ind He has chosen the very spirita
that He wanted. He has sent then
8t the time He wanted them on the
“arth, and He sent the Gospel at the
thme He wanted it on the earth,
lor them to recelve. He is with |
our brethren whom He bas chosen,
In their misslonary labors; He has
8¢t His hand to establlsh His King-
dom apqd to accomnplish His pur-
Poses; and He will make no failure.
Gody Kingdom—the work of the
Lord—is cstablished in the earth,
ind it will endure. Men may fail,
but there will be plenty remain;
Plenty that will endure faithfully to
the end, just as our brother did who
Was buried today. Brother Morris
died in the prime of life; he dicd in
the faith, 8o will we generally die.

The Lord has given this people a
ve"_y remarkable schooling, and
Weir triais have been effectunl and
brought out great good to the souls

mMen; and the people are estab-
'I‘]hed 80 that they will endure.
: '© Lord has planted a little spark
% each heart, aud established an

anchor in each individual soul
among the Latter-day Saints, and
they are not to be shaken nor to be
turned away from that anchor, for
it reaches within the soul. God will
preserve His pecple,. We need not
be disturbed at all, for the work is
the Liord’s, and not of man. It docs
not belong to the Prophet Joseph.
it was not his; he did not criginate
it. Not his thoughts or counsels, or
revelations, but God’s, formed the
foundation for the establishment of
this work. The Lord will take care
of it and preserve it through all the
vieissitudes and changes and diffi-
culties that we have to meet in this
life. The Lord will sustain His
work and-bring it off' victorlous, and
you will be mortified and ashamed
to turn away from it.

Everyone who grows careless and
neglects a known duty, will be mor-
tified and made ashamed and sor-
rowful when the Lord comes to
make up His jewels. Do not act
thus. Lel me exhort and plead with
you not to neglect your dutics. Re-
new your energies, forget not your
prayers and obllgations to the Lord
and to cach other, and bo united.
Be true to God, to each other, and
to the world; be honest in all your
ways. Be upright, and scek to
know the will of God concerning
your individual selves, and the
flocks over which you have the
care, so that your dutles shall not be
neglected, and that the TLord shall
be with you.

1 sometimes look over the his-
tory of the Church at different
periods, and particularly have I
noticed it during the last six years.
It is thought that the Latter-day
Baints have been pnssing through a
very serious ordeal. And so they
bave—rather a serious ordeal; but
how many of them have been dis-
turbed? Not one in twenty. Have
their trials been very sevious? Not
one in twenty. There have been a
very few deaths, how many I ean-
not eay; possibly a few have oc-
curred that would not have hap-
pened under other circumstances.
The homes of the Latter-day SBaints
have not been very seriously dis-
turbed. Their homes have not been
burnt; they have not been mobbed
and driven out Into the frosta of
winter; they have not been driven
from their homes; but the L.ord has
established His people here. The
familles of the brethren who have
been required to sufler have been
generally at home, surrounded by
their friends.

Yet the trials have been quite|

severe upon some; but how much
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more serious they might or could
have been. The Lord has not
allowed the persecutions of the
Bainta to be so serlous but that they
{ bave been able to endure them; and
He will not in the future. But the
people will be maintained and sus-
tained In the valleys of these moun-
tains and in the distriets of country
where they have been settled. The
Kingdom of God is spreading abroad
very rapidly, reaching outside the
United Btates into other countries—
it is spreading over the land of
Zion, north and south, and the ser-
vanta of the Lord go out before the
people and blesa the lands and pre-
pare them for their habitation, that
there may be room for the children
{of Zion; for they will need abund-
ance of room. They are increasing
rapidly.

In the last four years has the
Cburch decreased in numbers?
Not that 1 have heard of. I have
not noticed particularly the reports
of excommunications from the
Church; I do not know that the
withdrawals have been very plenti-
ful. Very few men of note have
‘ft\llen, among the Latter-day Saints
—very few indeed—during the last
five or six years. Very few prom-
inent men—very few families—have
drawn off from the Church and
arrayed themselves on the side of
the enemy at all. But generally the
Latter-day Saints have endured
faithfully.

Home may have thought because
of the efforts of the government to
confiseate the property, that they
would not give any more of their
tithings to bo taken away, Bome
men may have shirked the law of
tithing because of this effort being
made by the government, and some
may bave felt it was n good excuse
for them; but those who have taken
this stand are weak in the faith.
No man, solld and sound in the
fnith, has taken that stand; and
there is no need for it.

All the government has required
is what the Church was possessed of
at the time& of the passage of the
law; nothing that has belonged to
the Church since, or been received
into or by the Church. They have
no law for it, and make no pretense
to it; but have only taken hold of
that property of which the Church
wne possessed at the time the law
was passed. ““The earth {s the
Lord’sand the fulnessthereof;” and
the property that has been faken
and that may be confiseated to the
United States, is a little property
that belonged to the Lord. Will it
{ hwt the Church? Oh, no. Wil it




