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THE DESERET WEFKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE OUTLOOK FOR WHEAT.

An esteemed correspondsnt, writing |
from Rilobmond, Cache county, Utlsab,
aske the lollowing pertinent mnd im-
portant questions:

Fditor Deseret Newa:

Are you In possession of msny infor-
mation regarding wbeal markets? Can
you tell wpit.h any degree of certaloty
apythlog about what will be the market
pripe this fall?  Cum you tell where our
outlet wlill be for our surplus wbeat? The
general impression here seema 10 be that
whest will rule vory low in price.

For apswers to and views upon all
or any of these questions the columne
of the NEWS are hereby opened to all
who, from observation, study of
experience, afe in  possession  of
ioformation that wonid be of
value to our Richmoud corres-
pondent and othel wheat-glowers
and dealers throughout the mouataio
country. Waeare pieased to be able Lo
open the discwesion today with the
views of Buperintendent T. G. Webbsr
of Z. €. M, L., an lostiution whose
loterests are s0 varied, whose experi-
ence i 8o ripe, Aand Whose souroes of
intormation are so numerous and f&r-
reaching that its utterances have come
to be regarded as muthority of the
highest order, Cuvionel Webuer saye:

‘At or about harveat 18 the most un-
certain of all times in which to have
deglded ideas in regard to the probable
price of wheat, The average of thie
year’a yleld Jn Utah, (rom Lue best in-
formation we can get, 18 Lthat it is bet-
ter thap that of manoy years, and the
qQuery is natural, as to whether a gooud
crop is not ratber the product of a
favorahle season, than ffom any extra
care or additional labor. Io other
words, we might asi it 25 per cent
more grain ls raised, 18 tne grower as
well satiafied with a lower price as he
would be without that exira supply?
Then if production ls as abusdant
elsewhere, and prices rule low there,
how canamn outalde market be avallable
for this surplue? "

#\Wheat has been sold in Chicago
and New York at a lower price, within
# week past, thano durlvg any previous
perlod of record, 66 cente belpg the
latest quotation per bushel. II Uian
was shipping to Chicago, it would cost
&0 centa per bundred pounus by the
carivad, or 30 cents per bushel. That
would only Jesve to the Utah shipper
the ridiculous price ot 26 cents per
buahel,

“Nor, if we toru westward, ls tbe
outlook any richer in promiser. Wheat
is quoted Io San Francleco at 924 centa
per hundared pounde. It would cost
from Utah commou points 38 cents per
handred Ireight, and the saoking for
that market wonld cost 8 cenls extra,
20 that the shipper would only realize,
say 29 cenls per bushel, or 'cente 10
ad vance of Chicago pricee,

It our Banpete farmers were to ship
{belng . utslue of what ure called the
‘common polints’), 24} cenis per bushel
is allthey would realize—a dilemma to
be avoided if it can be done.

“There is au obstacle also to ship-

plog wheat, which ie wortby of notice.

When wheat was seventy-five camts to
one dollar per bushel, the railroads
made the rate which prevalls today.
Now the pro tata ia materlally
changed. Lf they could be Induced to
give a proportionate rate, 1t would look
more fair) but to inest on & thirty cent
per bushel rate on freight to Chicagoe
and make whbeat here take a competing
price of twenty-slX cents only is elther
ap anomaly i tne railroads orf mmo
eflectual barrier to exportation.

“Tbgs completely barred from ex-
portatlon, is there any nearer
and more profitable demsnd? ‘The
people bhave veen ad vised Yearz ago to
lay up grain, but tne condition of the
labor marlget has been such that but
lew have means vow to invest o
wheat, so aa to make any speocisal ad-
vauce 1o price. Bome have urged that
instead ot trylng to export wheat at
any time, ltshould be tel ror beef,
mutton or pork. The latter particu-
iarly has been suggested, inasmuch as
we import large quantities of pork,
bams apnd lard; aod some vutside farm-
efs¢ialm to have proven that such
feeding will net $1 per bushel at jeast
ior wheat. Moving up town we noted
only today bran quotey at 85 cents per
hundred. It this wae roller mills
brao, the price is out of caleulation
with its value, and chopped or crushed
wheal would be altogether more prof-
itable and better for feed.

“One other metbhod of rellef migbt
be originated and systematized in this
‘Perritory. It would be new bere, al-
though famillar to 8ll graip growing
centers; that I8 the erection of storage
gralo elevators, where projucers couid
deposit their orop aud o save granarles
aod waste, These would need to be
in the most oceontral locatioo of a
county for shippiog &nd milliog.
The receipts Isaued by the elevator
company would pass current from
hand to hand, finally reaching the
atorekeeper,the milier or otber ebipper,
All tne detalls of such an issue would
bave to be syslematized, but with so
gecule a collateral ss wheat, there can
be no reason why this ehouid oot be a
valuable uod rellable adjunct to busl-
pness and convenience In these daye,
n w 8o serjously marked by the scarcity
of oash.

““The anzious farmer, and the more
anxlone storekeeper, will have to be
patlexnt in the lnterval or for a while.
Some day,when we manufacture more
largely or miGe agajn, we sbull have a
home market, whloh, it bas often been
emid, is ‘the best market o the
world.? »?

THE FUNDING BiLL.

Just how far it may be politle for the
Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce to go
in the matter of prolesting againet the

passage of the Central Paclfic fonding
bill is a matter for tbe gentlemen com-
posing that organjzaition to decide; and
848 we have no voubt they will pursue a
conelstent course, following neither a
craven not & rash policy on the ques-
tion, we will not intrude any advice
upon them. As to the arguments
which the railroad mapagers present

———

lo favor of the blill, however, thejr
apecions cbaracter is easily dlscernihje
upon examiniog the Iacls conpected
with the railway lndebtednegs,
There are two morigages

| on the
line thet ruos west from Og-
den. The first is bheld by the Bouth.

ern Paciflc stockholders who gontrgl
that corporation, and the other hy the
government. Tne holders of the firag
mortgage are the vnes who wapt ap
extension on tne Central Pacific depy
to the governmen!, which matures |p
about six yeare. If they wanted (g
they couid foreclose on their mortgape
and the only way the goverument
could get anything at all would be by
exerclsing the right of redemption
why do they not take this course g
galo full possession of the line? Bimp)y
becauge the road has depreciated jp
value below the figure of the fireg

mortgage. This depreclation pag
been by the actlon of tne nglq.
ers of tbat bood, through the

buildlog of the Bouthern Pacig
diverrion et traffic to it trumc' :Eg
Central Paclfle, trapsfer of rolling
atock from the latter to the former, and
a perejslent policy of bullding up \he
Houthern at the expense of the Jine gn
which the government hes a ]jep
Tbe road therefore 18 Dol worth u;;
first mortgage; but if taken wunder |t
would be subjectto redemptton hy the
junlor mortgage,

There are two chief reasons for press.
ing the funding blll, which gives ap
extension of fifty Year®e oo the second
mortgage. Une of these i3 to prevent
the line from falllug lote the hapds of
the government #ither by loreciosure
when the second mortgage becomes
due, or by redemption. io the pregent
geoeral clamor for goveroment ow pers
ship of roade, either one of these
methods of securing the Central Pa.
cific to the United Btales iv withig the
domain of probabllity. It would then
become a competing lioe, antagonistic
to the Boutbern Paclfic, and gopge-
quently cut down the profits of the
latter. The passage of the ianding bil)
would defer thi® for balf a century
which fs a postponement sufficlent for
all purpoees so {ar as the present rail-
way managers are concerned, The
utber respon referred to fof urging the
bill isthat the first diortgagees may con-
tinue lo reap whit profits there are in
the read, and at the same time have
the governmeut support which make
the road valuable Bs & money-earnet,
whlile tbe government claim is Iailing
back steadily. The funding by,
therefore, would be o very clever thing
io bebalf of the first mortgagees. but as
a financlal propuosition the people of
the United States, who are the govern-
ment, would not be In it all. :

THE POTATO CROP.

——

Polaloes bave been #old at a remark-
ably low figure in Utah thle summer,
apnd from this maoy bave argusd that

the fall crop will bring such low prices
thut 1t will be harely Worth gathering
and placing on the markel. If this
should be the fact, it would be rather
severe omn the tuber-raisers, while the
benefit to the coneumer would uot be
sufficient, so far a8 the reneral welfare
is concerned, to offset the loss to the
agriculturist. Investigation inte the
general condition of Lhe potato crop as



