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the accounts of this great battle now
rerc elved give a ververyvers distinct and
doubtless a toletoietolerablyraby accurate con-
ception of its main features since
waterloo so grand and important a
battle has not been fought oilon european
soilsoll the english and other Eeuropean
journalslourilalsais seem too dazzled and ovover-
whelmed

er
by it tp make a calmcaim and clearelear

lestileAtiprimatemate of its yealreal character and im-portort
americans can however study this

battle dispassionately and without any
controlling bias orgr prejudice 0 taking
thetho accounts of each sidesido weire caucan even
now make out a newfew salient featuresfirstfinot we eancan see that the austrian

anderauder failed eithercither in the nerve or
ullelire ability to handle large masses of
meimeleb his position was certainly a
favorable one for greatgreit tactical move-
ments tenfold more so than with two
exceptions anyany of the graatgreat battlebattiebattlefieldsfields
of our war thetho task imposed upon
ISirantfrant with his army of one hundredddaidard forty thousand menmeb illin the hills
and thickets of virginia was far more
difficult than that devolved upon bene
uckbek at

i secondly the austrianic
general un-

mindful of the repeated lessons taught
by our war neglected0 to improve as lielia
should have dodonene the natural strength
of his position had lee been equally
negligent in this regard the dashdashinglilgcharge of hancock at pottsylvania
would llelifhaveelve resulted not merely in thecapture of a division but in the des-
tructiontruction tf the rebel army temporaryTamporary
defencesdefensesdefences are so easileasilyyandand rapidly thrown
upups I1and present such a barrier to the
most vigorous onset that it seems tilethe

hightbl lit of folly forafor a general attempting
tohaid a commanding position not to
availwail himself of them to the fullest ex-
tent

thirdly after all that has beellbeen saidsald
fioff the immense advantages to the
lausiauslans of their needleneedie ggunsuns the victory
appears to have been mainly due to the
causes that have in all timestims given it
legreatergreatenreatereaten dash and persistence and better
readershipadership these alone explain the
Trusdrusprussiansian victoryetory however much the
ilcelaceneedleneediedledie gunun and its moral effect may
have addedadded to its extent and complete
hsness the prussians fairly proved

i themselves the better men
fourthly it seems a singular useube orof

language to speak of this battle as a
sanguinary one especially in view of
many

I1
of the desperate battles of ourenown war the largest estimate of the

Auitaustrianrianrinn losses in killed and wounded
Is not overoyer ten thousand the best esti-
mateslilliiiiiates of the prussian losses in killed
dindand wounded do not range over five
thousand these arearc the results of an
all days fight between at least four
hundred thousand menilion in the later
years of our war such a proportion of
casualties would have been regarded as
indicating a moderate and comparative-
ly bloodless battle at the battle of
shiloh it is ththee opinion of some of the
ablest officers present that of grants
force of thirty eight thousand between
six and seven thousand were killed and
wounded before thetho capture of a por-
tion ofprentissePrentis ss division and after but
a few hours fighting at the first bat-
tle of cold harbor out of en-
gaged were killed and wounded
at fredericksburg our losses in killed
and wounded were officially reported at

at chickamaugaga our losioslosssverewere
still more severe and they were at least
no less proportionately at chancellors-
ville anTand gettysburg grants losses in
the campalcampaigncampainn from thetile rapidan to the
james was stilltill heavier

by this comparison of what wellinwelling-
ton called the butchers bill we can
form some notion of the comparative
significance of the term sanguinary
battle in this country and in europe
while we have frequently suffered
casualties inlutheinthethe proportion of from one
to ten to one to four of the men engaged
we find thethem total casualties in killedkillea
and wounded in this great battle are
absolutely less that one to twenty of
the men engaged such fighting may
eemseem desperate to Europeuropeanscalscais but it is
trifling when compared with the terri-
ble conflicts in which american man-
hood vindicated itself at such fearful
cost ry Y Eeveringevening pospost

THE PRUSSIAN NEEDLE GUN

thetrie tneedle gun in use in prussia
iis a folfoitrul dabledaule weapon described by
the london times as a converteden
field on the snyder system with im-
provedroved ammunition devised by tilethedolwichwoolwich laboratory this ritie pos
essesessec the advantage0 of being simple

safe cheap non capping and little

liable to get out of order moreover it
does not require such a reductionreductio il of the
stock as to destroy the emmieffiefficiencyclency of a
weapon which for military purpurposesposes
is required to act as a pike as well asa
firearmfire arm

A portion of the upper side of the
breech end of the barrel is cutoutcut for
tilethe admission of the cartridge thisvacant place is closed after loading by
a lump of steel the breach stopper or

breech piece which hinges upon one
side of the barrel and forms a false
breech against which the back end of
the cartridge rests the barrel is in fact
shortened to this extent A plunger or
piston transmits the blow of the ham-
mer through the stopper to tilethe cap of
tilethe cartridge which is withdrawn after
birin by a little instrument which forms
part off the stokstopperper

the cartridge is on the central fire
system the chief novelties being the
case and bullet As regards the foyformerinerluer
the object has been to provide a case
which shallshail uncoil or unwind toato a cer-
tain extent on discharge the bullet is
a combination ofvarious constructions
none of them original but producing
together a projectile of sufficiently dis-
tinctivetinetive chcharacterarAter it has the general
form and appearance of the enfield rinnerifle
bullet with its hollow base and baked
elaylayclay plug it has the cannel eures which
originally characterized the Ta
and the minie bullets and the wood
plug in the head to which mr metfordanzantand mr whitworth may jay some
claim the cartridge isIs perfectly im-
pervious to moisture it is safe notperviousliableableabie to lead or foul it admits of about
fourteen rounds being fired in a minute
and it shoots from twenty to twenty
nivefive per cent better than the service
enfield ammunition

A COSTLY VICEvien according to the
internal revenue statistics there is
now annually consumed in
states about forty five million gallons
0off spirituous liquors equal to one and
a half gallons to every man woman
and childchud the wholesale price of the
commonest article of whiskey is now
in the neighborhood of per gallon
the retailers admit that they realize a
profit of one hundred per cent ondil their
sales and admitting that they tell tilethe
whole truth which is not probable the I1

sum paid by customers must be at
least per gallon but it is really
much more than that for it is only thetile
poorest class of drinkers who indulge
iuin itleitie ur dupus c Z butriuo
allowing that eolsol per gallon0 is ththee
average which consumers pay for
spirituous liquorsliquorsaa sum probably too
low by half that would give as
the annual sum devoted to such liquors
by the people of this country two
hundred million dollars but thatis
not all the expenditure for ale 9 laiagerlager1

ger
beer porperportert bitters and other liquors
that do nnotert0 belong to the first class
must be added to thetite said two hundredhundred
millions it would be difficult to reach
a satisfactory estimate upon the latter
class of liquors but it is quite probable
that they bringbrin thetile aggregate expendi-
ture up I1veryiery nearly to three hundred
millions and what do the consumers
get in return for this vast expenditure
it leads them to dissipation debauchery
and financial ruin it brings want and
suffering upon their families it induces
depravity vice and crime and it leads
through mental moral and physical
prostration to untimely death P Y
sunsuit

LARGE photographs OF THE MOON1100ac

among the numerous applications of
photographyhy none is more interesting
or more useful than these which arearc
dedicated to the purposes of astronomy
when arage detailed to the academy of
sciences the progress of daguerre helie
predicted that it would snoday be the
handmaid of astronomy his predic-
tion has been completely fulfilled and
astronomers have largely availed them-
selves of the resourcesresoresourcesurcel which it has
placed in their hands but none has
beeneen so successful in thisthin direction as
mcwarrenmr warren de la Rrueue with his
teen inch telescope lie has obtained
photographs of tilethe moon so perfect
that they bear being enlarged to a dia-
meter of aft and they are found so ex-
act when submitted to
examination that they furnish correct
data for the measurement of the vibra-
tion of the moon they serve also as
a foundation for the lunar map oft in
diameterdialileterieter undertaken under tilethe aus-
pices of tiletiiethe british association photo-
graphy has enabled us determinecodeterminetotb the
relativevo heights and depressions of the
mountains and ravines with which the
surface of the moon is corrugated nor
have the labors of the photographer
been confined to our slsatellitelite excellent
pictures of several of the planets also
have been obtained scientific review
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well johnny beedleneedle what haslids
in ought you up here right illiu tiletho winds
eye 0this morning

why caan preot an ideewee into my
head I1 I1no haw you talkyo see thetee upshot of tiietile matterwatter Isisive a notion of settin up storsandstore and get-
tin abifea wife antlanil ettlin downslown myself as a
merchant

Whoorah johnjolin that is two ideas a
store and a wife

but I1 want a little of your helpheip
says 1I

wellweli john says he illiii do theI1ilelle haudhand11 audand
something by ye if you keep better
ghods than anybody else and sell cheap-

er you shallshail have my custom and wel-
come provided take haypaypayinin sauce
and things that fair

oh yes caan
and 1 wish you success on the other

tack no fear of that ill warrant
theres lots of silly gals afloat and such
a fine taut rigged gentleman aass you arearc
can run down in 6no time C

ob yestes capan I1 have run down han-
nah already

my hannah
dh01 yes capan weve agreedza and only

want your consent
with this tilethe old caan riz right up

onoil end upset tub and frying pan andalidiid
pointed with a great red ear ofof corn in
his hand toward the door without say-
ingin a word but his eyes rolled like allautioncrcreation

this raised my blood and I1 felt so
stuffy that I1 marched right straight off
and never turned my head to the right
or left till I1 was fairly home and
housed

well now says 1I my apple eartcart is
upset in good earnest and when I1
went to doctor dingley for comfort liehe
says

john I1 wash my hands of this whole
affair from beginning to end I1 must
support my ccharacterh I1 am a settled
doctor in the town and the character
of a doctor john

1 is too delicate a flower
to gogb poking aroeroaroundund and dabbling in

mess mrs dingley 1I1
warn you not to meddle nor make in
this business let everybody skinshin
their own eels

holddold your tongue you fooltool joayou saidsald
she did you evarever hear of me burning
my fingers

howeverilgwever there was underhand work
carried on somesomewherewhere and by somebody
I1 dont tell tales out of school I1 had
no hand in it till one day doctor dinding-
ley says he

john if you happen to be wanting
my horse and shay this afternoon
about three go and take it I1
never refuse to lend you know andad I1
hope capt peabody will gain his law-
suit with deacon carpenter that he
has gone down to portland to see to
but none of my business

somebody too I1 dont say who told
me there was a certain squire darling
living in a certain town about ten miles
oinon t that did business and asked no ques-
tions well in this said town just after
sundown a young man named joseph
moreymorcy waswas walking near the meeting
house with a sort of cream colored book
under his arm and heard something in
the woods this side that if it a
harrycane hedheld give up guessing such
a crackling and squaring and rattlingng
such a thrashing and grunting aidand
snorting you neverneer he stopped and
looked back and hannah andanu I1 soon
came to light there was an old white
faced horse come scrambling along out
of the woods reeking and foalfoarfoamingiain
with an old wooden top shay at his tailtalitailtall
and a chap about my size flourishing a
small bean pole rettypretty well upaunannat the end and says I1

mister can ye tell werae where one
squire darling livesives I1

darling says liehe theres
two of that name

his name is john says I1
faith says liehe they arearc bothlothboth johns

too but lonooneono is a lawer and a
boogercooper

Coh tlienthen it must be the lawyer I1
want

with this the young man gave a
squint atlt hannah and a wink at merne
and says he come along I1 am going
right there now and ill show yeyo tuethe
squire and fix thinthingseya for ycye

wewellweil11 liehe carricarrlcarried us into a small one
story house a little further on full of
books and papers and lustdust and smelling
strong of old tobacco smokec here we
sat downdoali while he went about about our
business we waitedhalted and waited tilltur
long afterafferafter dark ardaad were glad enough

to seeseo liimhim come bak at last wwith1

ith a
candle

thetiie squire is very sieksick saychesays he lutI1I1 have over persuaded him
the next moment the squire came

grunting along in all muffled tipup in a
rgreatireat coaty and spectacles on andAM a great
tallball woman wawithith him to the
bride

Wellweli he vveivewentlittorittoto work and married
us and followed up with a right down
sensible sermon about multiplying and
increasing on the earth andiandrand r ectericiernever
felt so solemn and seseriousriousrions then fol-
lowed kissing the bride all round then
the certificates andanil then I1 gave two sil-
ver dollars and wowe got into the shay
again and drove off

after this nothing happened to speak
onoil for about a month everything was
kept snug and captain peabody hadbad no
suspicions but onoone morning at break
of day as I1 waswa creeping softly down
captaina I1 ll11 abodesodys back stairs with my
6shoeshoes in myilly band as usual I1 trod into
a tub of water which was standing on
the third stestep froni the bottom and
down I1 came slam bang the captain
was going to kill his hogs and had got
up betimes put his water to heat and
was whetting his butcher knife in the
kitchenhitchen

I1 the first thing I1 saw when I1 looked
up there stood captain peabody with
a great butcher knife in his hand look-
inging down upon me like thuthunder I1
wantw nit to know1 now if I1 feel streaked
ilehe clinched me by the collacollarr and stood
me up and then raised his knife over
me as high as he could reach I1 thought
my last minute had come blood would
haveii ve been shed as sureaure as rats if it

been forformaamrsMra peabodyPc sheslie
steppedstopped tipup behind and laid hold of his
arm and says she v

itisits no matter theythesyaresarey are
married I1 I1

married to that puppy roared the I1captain I1

yes sir says 1I aniand heres the certifi-
cate

and I1 pulled it out of my jacket poc-
ket and gave it to him but I1
sstaytay for any more ceremony as soon as
I1 felt his griprip loosen a little I1 slid off
like an eel and backed out doorsdoors and
made brachstracks home about as fast as I1
could leg it but there was to be no
peace for mome this day I1 was in con-
stant worry and stew all the forenoon
for fear tilethe captain would do somsomethingething
rash and I1 could neither sit nor stand
still eat drink or think

about the middle of the afternoon
doctor dingley came bouncing in out
of breath and saysayss he

john you have been cheated and
bamboozledbamboozler Your marriage aingworthaint worth
that it was all a contrivance of jack
darling the lawyer and his two imps
joe morey and peter scamp

this was allalf he could say till he had
wwipedwireded illlilhis face and taken a swigsig ofmenmerclater to rerecoverscover irishis windwind and hhe then
gave me the particulars

when captain peabody had read mmy
certificate he could not resttest but tackled
uptip and drove right down to let off his
fury upon his old friend squire dar-
ling the moment heho got sight of the
squire he turned to and called him all
thoo loud names he could layjay his tongue
to for half an hour the captain
downed the certificate and says he

theres black and white against ye
you bloody old sculpen

the squire knew the handwriting was
his nephews as soon as he seed it and
the truth was brought to light but
as the storm fell in one quarter it rose
from vothereother squire darling had smelt
tar in his day lindand forgot how
to box the compass and as soon as the
saddle was on the right hossboss he set in
and gave the captain his own agin and
let him have it about nor nor west
rinightrightht in his teeth till he was fairly
blownbrown out they shook hands then
and seeing hannah and I1 had got undertinder
weigh together they said we must go
the hoyhvoyagee and no time be lost in ma-
kingkilikill all fastfist in thetile lashings wwithith a
goodg0 03 ninefine square knot before
wweathereather so the squire clickedslicked tipup a lit f

tletie got into the shay and came home
with the captain to hold the wedding
that very night

how doctor happened to be
in town just at the nick of time I1 dont j

know it was his luck and as soon as
he saw which way the wind was he i

licked up and cantered home inalnain a hurry
after liehe had got through0h with the par- i

ticulars says iehe
now hirmr beedlebeedie its none of my 1

business but if I1 had such a hitch upon I1

captain peabody I1 would hang back
like a stone drag till he agreed to back
lilymy lotebote for two hundred dollars in the f

portland bank to buyabdy goods with j

enough to set you tipup in a store
I1 thought strong on this ideidee as I1 was i

going over to captain peabodysys but
tilethe comentimomentII showed the least lymp i


