to seli to private partles water pro-
cured for the jeople with the peo-
pte’s money. The ity Council has
power to furnish the peaple with
water, but not to deprive them of
it. No authority has ever been con-
ferred, by eveu the remotest impli-
cuation rontaived fo any expression
of the legislative will upon the aub-
Ject, to take from the citizens their
waiter supply. To seli to Jones et al,
the water supply of the city would
be to do this very thing, for it would
be to convey to them a title to that
which pow belongs to and is pos-
pesged and enjoyed by the people.

Asan injunction would lie to jpre-
veot the City Council fmom dispos-
ing to private parties of any of the
priveipal strects of the city, which
are necesary for the convenlenge
and traffle of the oitizeus, so the
samé remedy would lis to prevent
the acceptance of the proposition of
Witcher Jones ‘“‘and sssociates,
There in, therefore, no need for
citizens to be uneasy over this mat-
ter, The Jones scheme is entirely
Impractieable, whether viewed from
a atandpoint of law, equily or public
opinion,

-

ANOTHER INDICATION.

THE power of the Catholic Chureh
in politics is fodicnted by 2 dispateh
from Milwsulkee, which states that
the Republicaus throughout Wis-
consin are “paralyzed at the sweep-
ing victory of the Democrals.”? Thia
result is attributed to the determined
fight made by the Catholic and
Lutheran jriests against the Ben-
nett compulsory  education law.

As & matter of fact, the Deno-
cratic victory is due mainly to
the efforts of the Catholl¢
clergy, the Lutherans cutting
oply & small figure in  the
controversyY. The Benpett law isa
republican measure, and the result
of the late elections im Milwau-
kee gives a  fair fdea of the
power with which political parties
wlill have 10 contend since the
Cathulics huve determined upon an
aggressive policy. They propose to
support their political friends and
got their enemies down.

Theeflect produced in \Wisconsin
Is but & hint of what is coming. It
reniaius to be seen whether either

1
or both the great political partics | mon»

shall court or contend against the
growing religious
secking Lo piace il jrom yrip upon
the country.

i el
Bestuon, April 7.—Colonel Lonyg,

the financivr, died suddeuly this
alternoon.

power that 18] rpgin
{ *Mormon?** pulygamist.
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THE VITAL QUESTION AT ISSUE

THE bill for the sdniission of
TIfaho s a Btate in the Union has
passed the House of Representa-
tives hy a strict party vote. The
Demnocrats, however, with one ex-
ception. refrained from voting. This
may have been done for a purpose
which will be developed later.

The result, so far, wus anticipated
when the intention of the Republi-
can party wus made manifest.
There is one characteristic of that
party which is entitted to snme re-
spect. That is, when u policy is
defiped, it is lived up to and worked
for with unwavering perseverance
aml fidelity. The party toes not
back down or recede. It may change
froot when necessity secms to re-
quire, but that change is effected as
a body, and by common ¢onsent,
and without fear as to consequences.

The chief ohwtacle in the way of
the admission of [daho was the
“Mormor?’ question. [t istrue that
[daho has not the necessary popula-
tion under the rule, namely, the
number to entitle a distriet to one
Representative in Congress. This
would be in round numbers nbout a
hundred and fifty thousand. The
most sangulne supporters of the
measure only claimed a hundred
and twenty thousand, and that this
Was 1 great exaggeration everyhody
Mmmiliar with [dalio“uflairs is aware,
Little attention was paid to the ordi-
nary qualifientions peces-ary tor
the ndmiesing of a State. The ©Mor-
mon’’ question was the overshadow-
log lssue,

From the debates in Congress it
Is  very clear that the root of
this  matter was wot reached
except by a few speakers on Lhe
Democratic  side. The subject
was treated as though pelygamy
and polygumlsts were the point of
argault in the peculiar constitution
submitted by the Territory of 1aha.
The pelot was contloually pro
Jected and the ohject in doing so
waa necomplished, The average
meinber imagined that in recording
his vote in favor of the measure he
was afming a blow ngrinst polygamy
and doing sowething for the po-
litical discomfiture of polyygamists.

Thig grogr crror ought to he ex
ploded. It should be understoos
that the etfect of the aunti-“Mor-

clauses of the Tuaho gonsiitu-
tion wili oot disfranchise or debar
holding office any practical
All
pertons have been effectually de-
barred from voting or holdlog office.
That was effected eight years ago by
the so-called Edmunds act. The
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aim and intent of these claufes
are simply, but fully, to legislate,
againgt a certaln relizious belief and
the free exercire of that religion,
And by tlus we do not mean the
exurcipe of rellgion in violation of
law, but the exercize of religion
againkt which there is no law.

To illustrate: The Elders of the
('burch of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day 8alots preach to the world that,
a8 necessary to salvation, men and

women must belleve in Gl the
Eternal Father and in the Lord

Jesus Christ, repent of their sins,
b baptized for the remission of sins
and receive the Holy Ghost by the
laying on of hamnde of men suthor-
ized of Gol. I poy man in {daho
should believe this nod receive there
ordinancens of baptism and confirma:
tion he wouli thus be made a mem -
ber of the “Mormon?* Church. In
deiog thia he would violate no
iaw. he wouldrnot do unything im-
moral or against the jeace and gomi
order of roclety, Yet amler the
Idaho Comstitution be would for:
this belief and the exercige thereol
be debarred from the elective fran- .
chise, from holding any public office
nwodd from servibg as a juror.

Take another case. The children
of “Mormon?’ parentage are as a
rulebaptized when eight years old
and thus initiated into the Church.
When they arrive ot mauliood if

they aliould happen to live in Idabo,

because of this rmaeimbership they
would Lie shorn of all political rights
and privileges. Partaking of the
Sacrament or coutributing to the
good of the poor in that Chureh
would be rufficient to siiut them out
from the polls.

Ohserve. This has nothlng to do
with polygamy. These members
may not even belisve in the right-
fulpess of polygamy. In  being
baptized into the Church, the
repeutant believer is not required
to aubscribe to any polygamous
agreement or tenet. [t s the beliefr
in and the practice of the plainest
Gospel principles enuncialed in the
Christian New [estament against
which the anti-**Mormon® clauses
of the {daho Constitution are
framed. Anpd therefore, in voting
for it, the House of Represeuntativea
of the Unlted Stales have given
vitality to a -‘law reapecting an
eatublishment of religion and pro-
hibiting the free exerclise thereof.”
And this in expressly and In terms
forbliden in the Constitution of the
United Staten.

The raling of the 8upreme Court
of the Uniter Btates in a recent case
will be cited ns & reason for the ac-
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