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to selleelitoto private parties water pro-
cured for the leopleeople with the peo-
pled money the city council has
power to furnish the people with
water but not to debridepriveto them of
it no authority has ever been con-
ferred by even the remotestrena otest impli-
cation0 contained in ananyy expression
of the legislative will upon the sub-
ject to take from the citizens their
water supply to joneseeJo
the water supply of the city would
be to do this very thing for it would
be to convey to them a title to that
whwhich now belongs to and is pos-
sessed and enjoyed by the people

As an injunctionunction would lie to pre-
vent the city council from dispos-
ing to private parties of any of the
principal strut tsIs of the city which
are necessary for the convenconveniencetense
and traffic of the citizens so the
same remedy would lie to prevent
the acceptanceaccept anee of the proposition of
witcher jones and associates
there inim therefore no need for
citizens to be uneasy over this mat-
ter the jones scheme is entirely
impracticable whether viewed from
a standpoint of law equity or public
opinion

ANOTHER indication
THE power of the catholic phuchurchach

ioin politics 18 indicated by a dispatch
from milwaukee which states that
the republicans throughout wis-
consin are paralyzed at the sweep-
ing victory of the democrats this
resuresultit is attributed to the determined
fight made by the catholic and
lutheran priests against the ben-
nett compulsory education law

As a matter of fact the demo-
cratic victory is due mainly to
the efforts of the catholic
clergy the lutheransLutherans cutting
only a small figure in the
controversy the bennett law is a
republican measure and the result
of the late elections in milwau-
kee gives a fair idea of the
power with which political parties
will have to contend since the
catholics have determined upon RDan
aggressive policyfolicy they propose to
support their political friends and
get their enemies down

the effect prodaproducedned in wisconsin
is but a hint of what is coming it
remains to be seen whether either
or both the great political parties
shall court or contend against the
growing religious power that is
seeking to place itsite iron grip upon
the country

boston april 7 colonelColo longthe financier died suddenly thisthi
afternoon

THE VITAL QUESTION AT ISSUE

THE bill for the admission of
idaho as a state in the union has
passed the househoue of representa-
tives by a strict party vote the
democrats however with one ex-
ception refrained from voting this
may have been done for a purpose
which will be developed later

the result so far was anticipated
when the intention of the republi-
can party was made manifest
there is one characteristic of that
party which is entitled to some re-
spect that is when a policy is
defined it is lived up to and worked
for with unwavering perseverance
and fidelity the party does not
back down or recede it may change
front when necessity seems to re-
quire but that change is effected as
a body and by common consent
and without fear as to consequences

the hiefchief obstacle in the way of
the admission of idaho was the

cormorMormor question it is true that
idaho has not them necessary popula-
tion under the rule namely the
numbernumber to entitle a district to one
representative in congress this
would be in round numbers about a
hundred and fifty thousand the
most sanguine supporterssupportels of the
measure only claimed a hundred
and twenty thousandtholsand and that this
was i great exaggeration everybody
familiarfamil with idamai affairsra is awareaare
little attention was paid to the ordi-
nary qualifications necessarynecea ary for
the admission of a state the I morimor
mon question was the overshadow-
ing issue

from the debates in congress it
is very blearclear that the root of
this matter was not reached
except by a few speakers on the
democratic side the subject
was treated as though polygamy
and polygamists were the point of
assault in the peculiar constitution
submitted by the territory of itdiahoaho
the point was continually pro-
jected and the object in doing so
waswaa accomplished the average
member imagined that in recording
liis vote in favor of the measure he
was aidtaimingng a blow against polygamy
awlami doing something for the po-
litical discomfiture of polygamistsista

this gross error ought to hebe ex
plodded it should be understood
that the effect of the anti imormor-
mon clauses of the idaho
tion will not disfranchise or debar
from holding office any practical

mormon polygamist all such
persons have been effectually de
barred from voting or holding office
that was effected eight years ago by
the so calledcalwcala edmunds act the

aim and intent of these clausesclaubes
are simply but fully to legislate
against a certain religious belief and
the free exercise of that religion
and by this we do not mean the
exercise of religion in violation of
law but the exerexercisecipe of religion
agaiagainstnot wwhichh leb thereheret is no law

rofo illustrate the elders of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints preach to the world that
as necessary to salvation men and
women must believe in god tt e
eternal father and in the lord
jesus christ repent of their sine
be baptized for the remission of sins
and receive the holy ghost by the
laying on of hands of men author-
ized of god irif oiny man in idaho
should believe this and receive these
ordinancesord I1 nancee of baptism and conconfirma-
tion

flrma
he kouki thus be made a mem

herberofof the tMmormonthormonormon church in
doing this hebe would violate no
law hebe would notmot do anything im-
moral or against the peace and good
order of society yetvet under the
idaho constitution heha would for
this belief and the exercise thereof
be debarredbarredde from the elective fran-
chisech ise from bholdingold I1 ng any pupublicbl I1 c officece
aad from aviservinghg as a jurorju

take another case the children
of mormon parentage are asan a
rulerule baptized when eight years old
and thus initiated into the church
when they arrive at manhood if
they should happen to live in idaho
because of this membership they
would lebe shorn of all political rights
and privileges partaking of the
sacrament or contributing to the
good of the poor in that church
would be sufficient to shut them out
from the polls

observe this has nothing to do
with polygamy these members
may not even believe I1ina the right-
fulness of polygamy in being
baptized into the church the
repentant believer is not required
to subscribe to any polygamous
agreement or tenet it is the belief
in and the practice of the plainest
gospel principlespies enunciated in the
christian new testament against
which the anti mormon clauses
of the idaho constitution are
framed and therefore in voting
for it the house of representatives
of the united statesstales have given
vitality to a law respecting an
establishment of religion and pro-
hibitinghi the free exercise thereof
and this isin expressly and in terms
forforbiddenhidden in the constitution of the
united states

the rull 13 f the supreme court
off the unitedunited statesnates in a recent case
will be cited asan a reason for the soac


