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deadly animosity that was so severely di-
rected against usa few years ago god can
do a wonderful work when he pours out
his spirit upon the people he can
soften the hearts oiof the hardest hearted
men and women and he can remove
blindness from their eyes and cause
them to see the truth the elders are
feeling the benefit of this when we
think that there are 1300i elders sent out
from this land to these various coun
tries laboring indefatigably without
purse and scrip and testing the world
we can form some idea of how great the
work of god isis and how it is spreading
and we have scarcely touched the in-
dian races there is an immense field
spreading out before the elders of this
church in the redemption of these poor
remnants of the house otof israel the
elders now are laboring among nations
of our own blood excepting in the poly-
nesian islands but here stretches out
before us this immense continent on the
south peopled with descendants of the
house of israel and there is scarcely an
elder among them when we think of
these millions of people who are await
ing the glad tidings of salvation and
concerning whom so many precious
promises have been made we can
imagine what an immense labor devolves
upon us as the servants of god this
should icide us to renewed diligence
it 11 the heartsearls of our young men
with burning zeal and a determination tto
qualify themselves for the great work ofof
redeeming the human family which rests
upon us as the people of god

so far as our own surroundings are
concerned we have every reason to be
thankful for that which the lord has
done and is doindoing there was a
probability that wwee stshould have division
in the church at home in consequence
of false doctrine that was taught and
false statements that were made it
looked for a while as though a great
many of our people would be misled
and come to wrong conclusions concern-
ing the authority and power
of the priesthood of the son
of god but from all parts of the
church in these mountains the intel-
ligence comes that the members of the
church are having their minds enlight-
ened and error isis being removed andinceptionsmisconceptions which have been in-
dustriously propagated are now being
understood in their true light this is
the representation that comes from all
the stakes of zion and it is most gratify-
ing because the church of christ can-
not prosper on the earth unless there is
union if there be divisionsdivisionsoror schismssms
if error prevail if false doctrine be be-
lieved they will inevitably retard the
progress of the work of god I1 am
thankful mosed that the issue has been
raisedrailed among us some have found
fault with the declaration that was made
hahere a year ago some have thought
itft unnecessary and that it was framed
torjor the purpose of en trapping somebody
now I1 wish to say to this conferenceConlerence
that no such purpose ever entered into
the hearts of the men who signed that
thereameye was no snare nor no trap
ed but it was felt that there should bee a
declaration of principle made at that
time in consequence of the statements
which had been made concerning these
nu and the misconceptions and
division of sentiment which had arisen

concerning
taft Ichurch of caennst auditsd governmenteverli

i

might be thoroughly understood every

man that signed that paper felt that it was
opportune and that it was needed the
very factact that there should be differences
of views on such important questions ffur-
nishes

ur
all the proof necessary that it was

an appropriate and necessary document
to10 issue to the churchardChurchand all latter day
saints will see how appropriate it is if
chev will read it in the light of the spirit
otof god it was not issued for the pur-
pose of encroaching upon the privileges
or liberty of the latter daydav saints I1
have said it and I1 repeat it here that
there is no freer people the face of
the banh than the latter day saints
there is no people that enjoys fuller
liberty than we do there is no people
who are interfered with less by their re-
ligious teachers than are the latter day
saints I1 am willing to risk that state-
ment and have it examined in the light
of that which has been and is being done
among us there has been no interfer-
ence with human rights in fact we
have refrained from saying and do ng
that which I1 have sometimes thought we
ought to do but in our anxiety to avoid
giving the least color to the charges that
have been made against us we have re-
frained from expressing ourselves when
it was really needed the leading men
of this church and I1 speak this with
out boasting are the men who have
helped lay the foundation of this com-
monwealthmonwealth all there is that is looked
upon as admirable in our state is due
in part at least to them

but I1 need not dwell on this I1 need
only announce to you that todayto day all the
signs are favorable to a correct compre-
hension ot the duties of the priesthood
and of the members of the church in all
parts of the land I1 am happy to be
able to say this I1 know that god our
eternal father will enlighten the mindsmind
of this people I1 know he will pour out
his spirit upon us when we seek for it
he will dissipate darkness and will show
us the truth he will give us strength
in temptation and trial and he will de-
liver us from snares if we are true to
him and put our trust in him he will
not suffer us to baledbe led astray by false
and delusive spirits I1 look back to the
years of trial through which we have
passed and I1 recall with great satisfac-
tion and pleasure how the lord assisted
and sustained his servants and people
when everything was dark and it looked
as though the powers of darkness would
prevail over the church of christ he
sustained his servants and his people
through the blessing of the lord our
sisters were filled with a strength that
was almost superhuman and the whole
people felt the sustaining hand of our
god and he will continue to do this
torfor us if we will put our trust in him
when we pass through the deep waters
he will be there to guide and sustain us
when we go through the fiery furnace
he will be with us as he was with the
three hebrew children

the young mens and young ladies
mutual improvement associations have
received quite an impetus of late and in
creased interest is being manifested in
them the prospect is that they will do
a great amount of good among the
peopleeople we have not the statistics at
bandhand concerning them as wewe have of
other institutions

I1 find that the sunday schools are
growing there has beenbee ann inincreasease of
nearly six thousand during Fwe past
year we number now in burau Ssunday
schools about one hundred and five

thousand officers teachers and pupils
this is an exceedingly gratifying show-
ing in the missions abroad where
there isis opportunity sunday schools are
established and many people who are
not members of the church send their
children to them because they see that
they are taught the word of god and the
principles of righteousness and true
morality it isis very encouraging to
know that through this humble instru-
mentality so much sod is being done
we ought to be diligent in like manner
at home and seek after the souls of our
own offspring who certainly ought to be
as dear to us and as worthy of sacrifice

ionon our part as the offspring of strangers
there has also been a great increase

in the primary associations they show
a membership of besides these
there are 2770 officers no doubt if
every stake reported with care there
would be found to be a much larger
number it is estimated that there are
at least

then there are the religion classesyou are aware no doubt that it was
deemed proper to have religion classes
established inin some settlements so that
if there should be any tendency on the
part of some of the pupils of the district
schools to drift into unbelief these
classes would have the effect to check
that tendency we do not want to saysar
one word disrespectful to the district
schools we have excellent schools itt10
our state but there appears to be fta
natural tendency in the human heart to
wards unbelief I1 remember when I1 WONW
chancellor of the deseret university
the charge was made several times that
the teachers of that institution were dis-
posed to implant skeptical thoughts and
suggestions in the minds of the students
we investigated the matter and wew
found that this was not correct we
learned however that the text book
and the general drift in such an institu-
tion where not counteracted by religious
teaching was in favor of unbelief thothe
text books in all our universities and
colleges have a tendency to unsettle
faith ihin the bible to counteract this
tendency inin our district schools it was
deemed wise to establish
classes the statement isis made that
there are at least seventy classes now in
operation with over three hundred in

tors and an estimated attendance
of nearly tourfour thousand pupils these
classes should increase there arc
places no doubt where they are needed
and they should receive attention be-
cause it is when the children are young
and when their minds are plastic that
lasting impressions can be made spoil
them

I1 pray god to bless us in our confer-
ence and that his holy spirit mav be-

dpoured out in power upon all who shalliball
speak that this may be the case wvwe
all should pray inin our hearts for the
elders who shall address this confer
ence that they may be inspiredired and
that each of us may be filled with the
spirit to receive their instructions and
to be profited by attending this confer-
ence god bless you amen

TRAILING INDIAN THIEVES

in the summer of 18521832 word came tfaci
parowancarowan that indiansindian had stolen stock
from fort johnson the previous night
and help was asked to recover it as
fort johnson was too weak to retake it
alone and at the ciatu time leave ma


