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you inform me that you are informed that

govgovgor reynolds is about to make a new demand
for you and you implore my protection ffromron
what you term this renewed persecution in
the month of august last I1 was furnished by
your friends with a very large amount of aff-
idavits and evidence said to be intended to
show cause why no further writs should be
issued against you As they are very volume

I1 have not yet read them and probably
never will unless a new demand should be
made in which case they will receive a care-
fulful perusal and you may rest assured that no
steps willvill be taken by me but such as the con

ution and laws may require
I1 am very respectfully ac

THOMAS FORD
it aappearspears from this letter that governoraasford has never taken pains to examine the

evidences placed in his hands and probably
never will 1 in relation to the missouri wilts
and evidently as little pains to examine the
constitution of the united states or even re-
flect upon the ordinary principles of human
rights to suppose that a state after having by
a union of executive judicial and military
powers exterminated of its innocent in-
habitantstowersabiabl tants who were not even charged with any
crime robbiarobbing them of all they possessed on
earth murdering hundreds of men women and
childrenchildred aridand expelling all the others from the
state among strangers in midwinter destitute
of eveveryr thing upon the face of the earth that
could possibly have a tendency to make life
desirable should be constitutionally entitled
to demand back from banishment persons who
have thus suffered its absolute decrees of exile
to satiate a yet thirst for human
blood and cruelcruet torture oh reason where art
thou fled ohloh humanity where hast thou
hidden thyself patriots of 76 has your
blood been spilt in vain that in 1843 the exe-
cutive of a great republican state can coolly
say 1I have not yet read them and probably
never will Is liberty only a name is pro-
tection of person and property fled from free
america let those answer who cacuncan

friday 15 I1 awoke this morning inin good
health but was soon suddenly seized with a
great dryness of the mouth andarid throat sick-
ness of the stomach and vomited freely my
wife waited on me assisted by my scribe dr
willard richards and his brother levi who
administered to me herbs and mild drinks I1
was never prostrated so low in so short a time
before batbybut by evening was considerably re-
vived

very warm for the season
saturday 16 this morning ifI1 feltfeitelteit consider-

ably better arose at 10 andarid sat all day in the
city council which was held in my house for
my accommodation

the mayor aldermen and councilorscouncillorscouncilors signed
officially the dieAlememorialmorial to congress for betressredress
of losses and grievances in missouri while
discussing the onto congress I1 prophe-
sied by virtue of the holy priesthood vested in
me and in the name of the lord jesus christ
that if congress will not hear our petition

sandlandand grant us protection they shall be brokenbroleen
uptip as a government and god shall damn them
and there shall nothing be deftleft of them not
even a grease spot

I1 informed the council that it was my wish
they should ask the privilege of calling onoil
government for the U S troops to protect us
in our privilegesiviivlleges which is not unconstitutional
but laysaaf in the breast of congress

lleileheber C kimball was duly elected city auc-
tioneertioneer in place of charles warner removed

the council passed an ordinance regulating0merchant and grocers also an ordinance
concertinconcerning the landing of steamers and jona-
than dunham was appointed wharf master
for one year

heber C kimball and geo A smith were
appointed a committee to wait oilon mr david-
son hibbard and solicit from him a block of
land whereon to erect a city prison

after council conversed with some of the
twelve brother turley and others till 8 pm
prayer meeting in the evening

warm foggy and muddy day
sunday 17 at home till 4 pm attended

prayer meeting at the assembly room samuel
harriso n smith admitted hereturnedturned home
at 7

river clear of ice as far up as the stone
tavern

mr king follett one of the constables of
hancockHanc ocic county started with ten men this
afternoon to arrest john elliott for kidnapping
daniel avery upon a warrant grantedgrante by
aaron johnson esq JP

monday IS18 atter dinner constable fol-
let

pol-
let returned with john elliott a schoolmaster
when an examination was had before esq
johnson in the assembly room elliot was
found guilty of kidnapping avery and bound
over in the sum of to the circuit court
at carthage for trial I1 endeavored to have
the court reduce those bonds as mr elliott
was comparatively a stranger in nauvoo but
did not succeed

during the investigation testimony appeared
to shew that elliot had threatened my life and
for this I1 made affidavit and brought him to
trial before robert D fosterposter JP immedi-
atelyatelalel after he had received the sentence of
esqE johnson I1 extract from the neinelneighborabor

thehe prisoner was brought forwarforwarddandand the
court said it was hisbis privilege to plead for a
changechange of venue by paying the costs but as
the costs were notriot forthcoming the court pro-
ceeded

mr styles then read the act to regulate
the apprehension of offenders andarid for other
purposes 51 p r s the act sets forth that
the use of threatening Ianlanlanguageguage is sumsufsufficientficiemicle nt to
criminate individuals this we are prepared to
prove

sissonelsson chase sworn

the testimony was similar to that before
delivered with the folfoifollowingloving additional items

I1 did ask him if he had authority in the
morning he said that he would notdot care about
shooting some of the mormonscormonsMormons in conversa-
tion with him he carried the idea that a con-
spiracyy was formed against joseph smith and
others and that some of them would be shot
these conversations were had at different
times ilehe thought mr smith wasisas a bad char-
acter ilehe thought they ououghtht to be taken
ques who joseph smith andnd some others

I1 told him he had been taken but had been
acquitted he did not thank the governor for
that he carried the idea that there was a
conspiracy against his life and said we have-
a plan in operation that will pop him over

mr elliott sworn
by the court Is your residence mr elliott

in this county yes
marr and styles attorneys resident

in nauvoo made some thrilling remarks per-
taining to the outrageous proceedings of mis-
souri

mis-
soursour the diabolical conduct of those
wretches who could be engaged in destroying
and kidnapping their ffellowellow men was portportrayedrayed
in glowing colors

judge phelps and Genergeneralmallal smith then fol-
lowed on the same subject their language was
thrillthrillinglyy eloquent and powerfulul if ever in-
humanity and deeds of blood were depicted in1 n
their true colors it was on that occasion their
thoughts flashed as fire and they in
words that burned we never saw the char-
acter of general smith so clearly developed
for while he abhorred and depicted the fiendish
crime that the culprit stood charged with in its
true colors he pitied the poor wretch that then
stood before him and avittwith feelings of commis-
erationera tion benevolence and with-
drew his charge wished itif it was in the power
af the court that the culprit might be forgiven
promised to pay all the charges and invited
him and those of his friends who came along
to come to hisbis house and they should be taken
care of li would be superfluous for us to at-
tempt to give eveneyen a faint outline of the re-
marks made by the above named gentlemen
we hope to have at least a synopsis of their
speeches for publication which we are sure
would be highly interesting to our readerreaderss
upon the whole although a painful yet it wwasa s
an interesting occasion and will long be re-
membered and unless mrali elliottsalliottsElliotts healt and
those of his friends were made of adamant it
must have made an indelible impression on
their minds and almost made them hate them-
selves

I1 received from aaron johnson esq the
following dedemandmaredmarLd

city of nauvoo dec 18 1843
sir I1 have been informed thata writ issued

by binefme for the body of levi williamsWilliarliiils for kid-
napping daniel avery will be resisted by an
armed force therefore according to the pro-
vision of the charter I1 wish you 6to order me a
detachment of the nauvoo legion say men
to enforce the law of the state and bring the
said williams to justice

AARON JOHNSON JP 11

which demand I1 complied with by writing
to major general wilson law

city of nauvoo dec 18 1843
sinsir you will detach men undertinder the di-

rection of aaron johnson a justice of the
peace for the purpose of assisting the con
stable in executing the law of the state in
taking levi williams who is charged with
kidnapkidnappingi nI1 daniel avery yours

1

JOSEPH0 SMITH gen N L
to major gen WILSON LAW

commanding lavoo legion 5

who detacheded col stephen markham with
men for that ppurposeurpo se

about 10 pm two young men arrived as
express stating that a mob was collectcollectingiijr at
warsaw also at col levi williams househo ilseuise
and messengers had gone to the mob in mis-
souri to reinforce their number there

dr richards made the follofollowing9 affidavit
state of illinois city 0off nauvoo

december 18 1843 1

personally appeared willard richards be-
fore me joseph smith mayor of said citycitY
and upon hisbis oath deposeth and saith that
from information he has receivedreceivedhehe verilverlly
believes that the peace of said city is in dangerdang

1er
from a assemblage at warsaw
and a force collected under thefhe command of
col leylleri williams in ther lower part of the
county and runners having been sent to mis
ouri to excite the missouriansMissourians to join the mob
bershers in this county for the purpose of making0a descent on said city or disturbing its peace-
able inhabitants and further your deponent
saith not

WILLARD RICHARDS
subscribed and sworn to before me this

december 1843
IV IV PHELPS

clerk of the mayors court
whereupon I1 wrote to major gen wilson

lawLmv
city of nauvoo dec

sir I1 am credibly informed that a warlike
force is collecting at or near warsaw for the
purpose of some violent move towards this
city or some of the inhabitants thereof you
will therefore order out such a portion of the
nauvoo legion as may be necessary to repel
any such craticratl or hostile design of the
said unlawful force and also as may be
clent to secure the peace of the citizenscitizens aaac-
cording to law yours

JOSEPH SMITH libut gen N L
major gen WILSON LAW

commanding nauvoo legion
I1 returned home to rest about one in

the morning of the I1 I1

tuesday 19 at home about 9 aamin a
part of the company who went with hosea
stout returned and stated that they went

withinthin two miles of col williams when they
were informed that a body of men armed with
rifles ac were collected at his house and liehe
judged it prudent to return for weapons and
helpheip also that bro chester loveland told
them that he had seen 30 armed men following
constable king follett some miles on his
way when he had elliott in custody

esq johnson immediately wrote to love-
land to have him come to nauvoo and make
affidavit of the warlike movements of the mob
that he might send to the governor

I1 directed my clerks to make copies of tbthee
affidavits respecting the kidnapping of the
averys to send to gov ford that heie might
be left without excuse although he may pro-
bably not read them

elderwilliam martindale writes from washi-
ngton wayne co la

taA singular phenomenon was seen in this
neloneighborhood jesse fox william andarid lor-
enzo fox david bale james wilson and
william cole with somesoine others retired to the
house of solomon Mendenhallat which place
they stayed a short time while there they dis-
covered a ball rising from the eastcast in anat
oblique line and as it ascended it moved to-
wards the west with great rapidity until it was
high in the heaveheavensns leaving a streak of lightlight
behind it which to the natural eye had the
apappearancepearance of being thirty or forty feet in
lengthg th this light remained stationary for
about one minuteminue both ends then coming
round formed a fifigurefiureure of 8 which figure also
retained its position for the same space of
time it then was transformed into a figure of
6 which also remained for about a minutej it
then was formed into a cypher or 0 which re
bained for about three minutes the figures
put together made 1860 in large 1iii the
heavens the phenomenon was indeed singu-
lar and has been a matter of great specula-
tion with us

at I1 pm I1 was present when the legion
paraded near the temple were inspected by
the officers and instructed to prepare them-
selves with arms and ammunition and to hord
themselves in readiness for a mormomentsrients notice
brother henry boleybelay was shot severely under
the arm by illethe accidentalaccidetal discharge of hisbis
gun

amos S chase made the following affida-
vit

state of illinois
city of nauvoo ss

on the day of december 1843 came
ambsamos S chase before me joseph smith may-
or of said city and after being duly sworn
deposeth and saith that on the day of
december 1843 he was about four miles be-
low warsaw in hancock county shortly after
the constable arrested john elliott for being
concerned in kidnappingkilnappin daniel avery not
long since and saw ththee men of the neinelneighbor-
hood

abor
gathering with arms to retake thothee said

john elliott aridand when asked what they would
do irit the governor did not sanction such an un-
lawful course several of them replied damn
the governor if he opens his head we will
punch a holebole through him he dare not open
his head we will serve him the same sauce
we will the mormonscormonsMormons 5 the said mob then
went to warsaw where your affiant saw them
with their arms and further your affiant saith
not AMOS S CHASE

subscribed and sworn to before me this
day of december 1843

I1 IV W PHELPS clerk al C 2

wednesday 20 at home in good health
and spirits counseling and attending to busi-
ness in general

the clerkcleri of the municipal court took the
following affidavits

state 0of illinois
city of nauvoo sss-

on the day of december 1843 person-
ally appeared before me willard richards
clerk of the municipal court of said city phil-
ander avery of bear bruk precinctin said
county and after being duly sworn depodep osethsoth
and saith that on the 1ath day of november
1843 at his house in the precinct aforesaid
ebenezerEbenezerczer richardson of lee county territory
of iowa by false pretencespretenses persuaded your
affiant to accompany said richardson to the
mississippi river at warsaw where your affi-
ant was seized by oneore joseph C mccoy of
clarkdark county nilsAlismissouri inin connection with the
said richardson and about one dozen of other
individuals whowhosese names are unknown to your
affiant and by them forced across said lifismis-
sissippisis sippi river abere they affiant

I1 and markalark childs swore that your affiant had
stolen said M coys horse and colt and that
his father daniel avaveryery had secreted said
horse and colt and said richardson threatened
your affiant with death or seven years impris-
onment in order to persuade him to make
false statements and testify that his father
daniel avery had stolen said s horse
and colt which statements your affiant made
and swore to the same while in duress with a
bowie knife presented to intimidate and
your affiant further saith that the testimony liehe
gave concerning his fathers guilt was extorted
from him through fear while in duress and
saidsald testimony waswag absolutely false and your
affiant fully believes that his father is innocent
of the crime of stealing said mccoyme Coyss horse
and colt and farther your deponentdep 0 nenthent eaitla not

PHILANDER AVERY
subscribed and sworn to before

me in testimony whereof I1 have
TL qS thereunto set my hliandllandand and aaffixed

the seal of said court at nauvoov

aforesaid this day of decem
berher ADA D 1843

WILLARD RICHARDS
clerk of the municipal court of the

city of nauvoo
state of illinois
hancock county

on the day of december 1843 person-
ally appappearedared before me aaron johnson a jus-
tice ofor the peace in and for said county an-
drew al hamilton and james B hamilton of
bear creelcreek precinct inin said county and after
being duly sworn depose and say that oilon the
evening orof the second day of december 18131843
at vernon dots mill inin said precinct colo-
nel levileu williams of said hancock county as
principal and his son john williams with
william middleton of the county of clarkdark
and state of allsAlismissouri capt mccoy of tiletho
said county of clarkdark and state of ailsAlismissouri
johnjohw fox of green plains precinct and about
a doendozen other men armed mithwith pistols dirks
and bowiebowle knives came forcibly upon daniel
avery at said cotys mill aridand seized and
bound him the said Aaveryery told them to stand
off they said they had a writ he observed hslie
wouldw not resist legal authority they said they
would take said avery to warsaw and therethero
try him the said averyaery replied 111 understand
you youou will take me to warsaw and therothere
pass me over the river to dilsBlismissouri 1 some of
said gang then shouted layay hold of him god
damn him lay hold of him there s no use of
parleyparleyingparlparieyingingy at which colonel levileu williams
with a large bowie knife inin his hand andalar oth-
ers then forced the said daniel avery to sub-
mit telling him without a writ that his ilfelifa
wouldworld be taken if he did not submit they
then tied him with silk handkerchiefs colo-
nel leviLCM williams and another person then led
the said daniel avery away and as they
passed your within thathe distance ofor
about fourlour rods the said daniel averyevery cried
out to one of yourour saidsald ammaffmantslants tell my
friends where I1lamiamam gone col williams told
said avery tokoholdleold his peace forfor it was of no
use william middleton then got a horse and
after tying him upon said horse as sworn to
before by another witness they then convey-
ed him to nilsAlismissouri without a writ or trial dsas
your verily believe and further they
say not

andett M HAMILTON
JAMES B HAMILTON

subscribed andarid sworn to this day of de-
cember 1813 before me

AARON JOHNSON J P
thursday 21 about I1 inin the morn-

ing I1 was alarmed by the firing of a gun got
up and went downdon to the riveravei bank to see thothe
guardguiard and enquire the cause of it to my sur-
prise they had not heard it although felt
sure it was fired inin montrose the moimotmornine
proved it to be correct some rowdies inin mon
trose had been firing in the night

at noon met with the city council which
voted that councilor 0 pratt present the me-
morial and ordinance to congress

passed an ordinance to prevent unlawful
search or seizure of person or property by
foreign process in the city of nauvoo

heber C kimball resigned his office as city
auctioneer and charles warner was re-
electedelected

john paP greene was duly elected city mar-
shal in the room of henry G sherwood who
expects to leave soon

I1 gave instructions to the marshal and po-
licemen to see that all carrion isis out
of the city and all houses kept inin order to
stop the boys when fightingfi atin in the streets and
prevent childredchilchii drea fromfroni fiodflod off oilon the ice
and correct anyally thinthing out of order like fathers
and I1 offered to build the city jail if it was
left to my dictation which thet e councilbouncil au-
thorizedzed me to do
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brethren and sisters I1 feel it a privilege to havehare
atl part in thetile work of thefile latter days and I1 feel
thankful that I1 have been bibloughtought upon the stagsstage
of existence in this period of time it is a privi-
lege which you all enjoy as well as myself and
one which we should appreciate more than weve do
when we reflect upon the misery and degradation
that prevail in the world we ought to highly
Tarzearze the privilege we enjoy

I1 heard one remal k in the forenoon that he look-
ed than he did twenty years ago this
brought to mymy mind what I1 bahad heretofore ob-
served amongamong what we term the worlds people
men and women plod along inin the even tenor ol01off
their way for fifteen twenty armoreor more years and
become perfectly rusty as rusty as iron that has
been longiongon exposed to the action of the elementsclement
but let tilethe of truth come upon persons aniand
their minds expand and you at once seedsee a dilder
eceenceede in their countenances whovilho among us has
not noticed thishis I1 know that the sahit of thetha
lord givesgive life and that men grow younger when
theytiley comp into this kingdom and live their re-
ligion this isis although unbelieversbelieversun may
make sport of it I1 knownow that the feelings of thetha
righteous are enlivened their flesh and blood are

and they become a glorious people
t v left iei e and enjoy the spirit of the lardlord
looktook at the nations of the earth and see them

alonsalonz without improvement in the know
leagege of the things of god without being touch-
ed in their spirits with tilethe life giving power and
heyneyhey rut they doto not enjoy themselves near
so much as do tilethe mormonscormonsMormons 1 who enjoy them-
selves a great deal better than any people within
my knowledge for it is a peculiarity of mor-

imomiamonism that its fofollowersflowers enjoy themselves upon
the plains you cancin see tham dancing and kicking
uptip their heels there isis notriot muchmuchO formal sanc-
tity about them and in this particular they arrare
nialoaioso right for tilethe lord loveloves a cheerful heart and
a buoyant spirit and those who ileneive the spirit
O4 the lord arejula of life and animation they
iarelareare not1104t apt to have the 41bluesblue I1 or i at times thear1
do they do not go into their graves with that comcorn
plaint theyther are ready to do anything hatthathatwillwiilwill


