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The following speech delivered in the
House of Representatives, February 23,
1870, by Hon. Thomas Fiteh,of Nevada,
will be perused with great interest by
our resders, The spéech needs no sule-
gium from us; it speAks for itself. Mr.
Fitch is a rising statesaman. He is one
of the youngest men in the House; but
he has already madé his mark in that
body, and is recognized as one of its
moet eloguent and able members.

The House resamed the considera-
tion of the bill reported from the Com-
mittee on Territories, known as the

“Callom Bill,” an@ Mr. Fitch aroseand
sald:

Mr. Bpeaker, thai se provisions of
this bill reported by the Committee on
the Terrilories, rigidly enforeed, would
pat au ead to y in Utah is in-
u-hnlol.lﬂ pro & That the destruc-
tion of polygamy isa wise and laudable
rurpo.-mny be rexdily oonceded; and

f such destruction were all that is in-
vol it would be My duty to advocate
this nyeasure lustead of opposing it; but
kuowing somethitg of the Mormon
country, sud semething more of the
peculiar charsoterand motives of the

ple imhabiting that country, I am
mfuu.d to the ednviction that this
bill, ifenforced as law, would provoke
consequences most prolific of misfor-
tuue aad entail resdits aliogether un-
aspprehended. :

Among these resqits may be inelud-
el, firsi, the tempotary obitraction, if
pot the complete destruction, of the
great overiand rallroad. Next, Utab
would be returned to the desolateness
which ouce reigned supreme upon her
woil. Agaln, the growlog industries of
a vaat country would be checked, and
the development of the Pacifie onast
seriously retarded. Beyond all this.
thousands of brave men wouald be slaiu,
and mlliions of treasure expended.
Notwithstanding the opinions of
the geuntlsmen who appeared before
tae Territorial Committes, [ fear that
the people of Utahh would the
passage of this bill as a deglaration of
war,and would preoare with all the fury
and earvestness and zeal of fanatics to
wOler upou acontest most bitter, protract-
ed and bloody. The result of such =
ocoatest no man can doubt. One hun-
dred and forty thousand people, how-
ever self sustaining, however lsolated,
however favored by pesition and cir-
cumstances, could not maintaln them-
selves agniust the power of the Govern-
ment. The Mormons would be exter-
miosted or driven eut of Ugah, Bat,
with polygamy thus destroyed, adul-
tery thuas delocalized, councubinage thus
soattered, with virtne and desolation
reigniog supreme in a waste where on-
ly the Jargon of the savage disturbed
the stillness, the rebuking wverdict of »
tax-burdeaed would be that the
result nccomplished was not worth the
sacrifice involved.

I agree wiith the distingulshed geu-
tleman from [l uois, the chairman of
the Commitice on the Territories, that
weought not to shrink from the expense
of a jJust and vecestary war, waced for
an adequate cause., But I ask gentle-
men now the question, with which the
country will vex them when through
the operations of this biill a Mormon
war should have be¢eu precipitated
upon wus: what f4 there In such
a conlest appealiog Lo either the julg-
meunt, the conscieuce, or the patriotism
of the people? Does it not lack all the
elements which inspire men to forth
to battle? I am not unmindful of the

te the nalion that the

us sooial raeticeas  of the
Asiatic  should unbloshingly
d among » Baxon people in

this noon of Lhe ninetesnih cemtury.
1 condemn this folly of the Mormon
creed. I am filled withh amasement and
pity at the voluntary degradation of
the Mormon women. I com fonate
while I abhor that spirit, be it a spirit of
sensuality or of sacrifice, which ignores
aad repudiates that holiest impulse of
our nalure, that sweetest gift of God,
that sacred passion which no man can
feel at onee for two women, which no
woman can entertain for him she does
not believe to be exclusively her own.

But the question we consider is a
practical and not a sentimental one, and
we must deal with facts as they exist.
Tais polygamic ‘community has been

into by the toleranee of

this Goverument. Wehave given them
title to their lands; we lave recognized
them in various ways; we have permit-
ted them without interference or warn-
ing to collect adhérents and recruits
from all parts of Europe. r num-
bers have swelled boz:d our apprehen-
History now makes mention

ual age more industri-
more M, or
They have towns
of ‘people, with
H facto-

ous, more .
more self-sustaining.
containing

newspapers and telegraph lines,
ries - founderies hundreds of miles

soath of Salt Lake City.
dustrious, thrifty, temperate: they are
free from every vice compasatively, ex-
cept w.m) and that according to
their is no vice, but a religious

d%y believe in their faith as d"ﬁﬂ

as the Mahammedan bell%vq in

They are in-|gamy
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I do not intend to for the
'unlawiul acte
that the House sh
what we will unde we
pill. Irit is at ted to enforce its
pruovisions there will be war, If it s
enacted as a law there will beexiensive
reparations for war. I know thatsuch
l’g not the folr orfthe witnesses upon
whose Yy

of ‘“‘not gull

" for that partioular
crime, there

no way $0 reach the
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beyond the .
; Cases of this
f : evidenoe

of an *I.n?d o
resist the laws as to autherize the sus-

et | s the have
predl thelr ?‘ezq. But I appeal to
the ja , 1 appeal to
that history which some one has weil

sald s "{)h y ing by exami~
ple,” if it is not probable that a ple

who belleve in their religion as devoat-
Ly a8 do the'l s and if
meed be ) &ffort it
from an and so

shall we expect them to await our action

or hope that they will postpone hostili-
ties until the fixet may of the
thousand troops provi or in this biil

can. reach even the borders of Utah?
Sir, they are a practical people. Inde-
pendently of thelr peculiar religious
views they are perhaps the most practi-
cal people on earth. They have made
social science a stady; .their {industries
are co-operative; their . on
and volan thmhion plln;
are nng&nlle ; thelr organisation an
aptitude for toll are only equaled by the
honey-makers, whose dwelling place
and whose habits furnish the symbol
and the motto for thelr ter itorial coat
of arms—a bee-hive, with the legead,
“By industry we uhrive,”

As I sta b"‘msﬁ" would regard
tt:opnu;z of mﬁ.a b". daclmuc;n
of war, an & purpose on
less dear to ‘p;:l;p than ,ilfep‘imlt the;
will hasten to fortify and provision and
arm themselves. ’l?hcy will promptly
proceed to cut off all means of commun-
ication with the outside world. With
their facilities for snization they
could destroy hundreds of miles of the
grea! overland rallroad in a week. They
could maintain a econtest for months
perbap~ ‘or years. Of course we oould
finally conquer them, because we could
exterminate themu, Bat it would cost
us millions upon millions of treasure;
it would cost us thoussuds upen thou-
sands of lives; it would cost us the in-
terruption of that travel which is per-
manently growing in importancs, and
which promises, ﬁ undisturbed, to ful-
fll the dream of Columbus and make
America a new highway to the Indies.

Sir, the suppression of polygamy
wounld be st too great a ocost.
[ appreciate the argument of the gentle-
man from Iillinols, [Mr. Callom], that
the honor of the n ahould pre-
served at whatever risk, and the maj-
esty of its lawa vindicated at whatever
cost. These are heroic sentiments, and
c'aim a share of our reverence when-
ever wo may deem that the romroﬂho
pation Is in jeopardy. Butf I soncelve
that the moral exigencies of Utah call
for no such squandeni of blood and
treasure as seemy to be Involved in the

conditions of this bill, Pelygamy,

while it is bad enough, offera no chal-|:-

lenge except to theeducated sentiments
of a peaple. Ii makes no interference
with the controlliing power, nor asks

the nation to be responsible for its ex-}

or its destiny. §. ..
It sssalls no human right; it assauits no

istence, its advancemen

bhumasn privilege. ,

If the quugn of national anity or
human freedom were involved I would
stand here,as did the Representatives of
the people in the Thirty-Seventh and
Thirty-Elghth Congresses, and vote
money in countless millions and men
in numberless hordes. Buf this is a
question of no considerable Importance
at least, though we have sometimes
sought to make It a so, It repre-
sents a religious megrim which has as-
sumed an obnoxious form, but which
contains the elements of its own des-
truction, which Interferes at least with
the tastes aand Judices ratbher than
the interests of mankind, and whioch
does not rise to the dignity of a politi-
cal question. It is simply the case of a
handful of men and women who chcose
lo govern themselves in their own way,
and who, with one odious exeeption
more grievous to themaselves than to us,
seem to have made of Lheir methed an
undoubted success. We might make
diligent sesarch to filnd acommunit
more peaceful, industrious, or thrift
than these Mormons, We might loo
in vain elsewhers than in Utah for
cities without a brothel or gaming-
bhouse.

Polygamy and slavery have some-
tima Leen called ‘‘twin relies of barbar-
ism.’”” That was a taking in the
Chicago platform of 1856. It had a re-
souant chime; it made a good rallying
cry. Baut while polygamy and slavery
may have been twin relics of barbarism
in the sense t.hutl.h.a,‘yh'ore of equal an~
tiquity, and were both capable of bein

sustained byu.:criptpnl a loﬂt , they
AT e
.and drew {a
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basis of a vast industrial system; polg-

¥y is an excrescence upon a pro
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E:eﬂ? ﬁ yvis thzlth Pre-
vent the publication of an anti- Mormon
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tof
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paper in

meetings are within sig
the residence of Brigham Young. Bla
oy, atrogant by , .-
sailed the nation and defigd its lawn;
polygnmy, Teeble and asubject, obeys
every statute except that which threat-
eus 1» nee, and s obscurity
be olnlt: the lt'eagh otf} civilization,

we of the Uptted States of
Utah are obeyed in Utah exoep wm-
ti-polygamy act. The very witness up-
on whose tlestimeny the committee
have framed this billaverred that in all
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bear the fruits of thrift and
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sive, and ita gent use most danger-
ous to republican government. It
should never be to except In
extreme and desperate oases. I <o not
believe that the present isauch a one.

But, it may be saked, shall we do
Shsll we aliow this deflance
of the suthority of the United Btates to
continue? Bhball we permit Brigham
Young and his followers to pursue the
practice of polygamy witheut any ear-
nest eﬂ'orlt 2 suppress it? I hnnlwor.
sir, that lieve polygamy has run
its'course. I belleve thut the rallroad

which ved the Mormeone of thelr
isolation struok it » moortal blow.
Every

locomotive bell wdgg
through the gorges ef the Wasa

mountains {s sounding ita death-knell.
I believe in the permsussive power of
progress and the logical force of attri-
tion. I believe that for want of the In-

vigorating element of truth the institu-
tion will fall to . I do not belleve
that a practice which is at war with the

interestsa of , hostile to the spirit

of the age, and opposed to the Iinstincts
of human nature, can, even when sus-

tained by religious convictions, main-
tain itself agalnat the silent, insidious,
persistent, resistiess” assaults of the so-
cial forces arrayed agaiost it.

[ Continued in our next.)
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Established January 1, 1587, jor Lthe carTiage

This Line and operated by aonhh-
igan Qentral; ['linocis Central; Buriing-
tou and Quiney; Chi and s Great
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Worcester: Worcester and Nashua; Housalonie;
and Jackson, Lansing and Baginaw Hallroadsa,

THE “BLUE ILINE"

Is the only route that offers to l.hl:p-an ol
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over which these cars will ran on ecompletion
of Lthat road,

FHE BLUE LINE CAILS

own roads,

The Blue Line is
Companies who own |
tion of intermediale
or Line and the

ties between the

uniformly gquick time are mnequalled.

merits.

Mmpﬂnm m of ithe
Ounp-&hﬁn ﬂk.m:o.o-

H. E. SARGENT
Gen'l Bupt. M.C.R.R., Chicago.

H. . WENTWO .
Gen’'l Pass, Agent, Chlosgo.

4. D. HAYES,

Detrois,
Gen’'l Manager Biue Line, da Ly

FROM OCEAN TO OCBAN!

i

ROUTE BETWEEN

VIA DES MOINES & ROCK ISLAND.

of CARS.

Elegant New Cars

AND

PALACE SLEEPING COACHES
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