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THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS.

A WORD TO THE SAINTS.

It is mow a little more thano efxty-six
years eince the Cbhurch of Jesus Christ
of Liatter-day Saints was established,
Duripg tbhistwo-tbirds of a century it

has bed to encounter much oppoeition
from without, apd at varicus times a
certain amount of diesension from
:within, Whbhenever there bave been
“symptome of the latter, the puteide op-

poeltion bas done its  best Ic
encourage and magnily the pro-
poeetl echiem, and bas fondly

anticipated thst influences were at
laet ot work wbich would accomplish
the severs wounding nr destruction
which it boped for. Even when there
have been np elements of internal dis-
«©ord whbatever, the basy forces of an-
lagonlem have sought to irritete and
foment trouble, besitating bot to use
any weapup of dislortiop, falsehood or

#lapder that promised 1o be eflective
in the unwortby warfare, Yel
the Church in ite onward

“Progrees’ has never heen bindered
orf bart for a moment. It has constant-
1y gsined in strepgth apd rightepus.
neee, the faith of ite memberes in the
wieupin and Integrity of 1ts leadera bas
beern coolinual'y iocreaped, and its
power pnd i1 fluence Ior good bave
been infinitely multiplied.

Neitoer iriesd nor foe need there:
fore indulge in any false ideas as tp
jmpending tronbles which ceriatn
woritics are fond of predicting. The
whole hletory of eixty-slx years le
.against any sucb result as tbese
sflect to look for. Bwayed by the
p2gsions of the bour or by motives leas
‘ excueable, cotemporarles at divere
‘times In the past have roundaly abused
ibe men who stand at the bead of the
{Churcb. We obeerve that under simi-
lar {nfluencee they are doing the same
tbing now, With s Zzeal snd an en-
tbusisem tbat would be mpre remark.
able if its mainspring and purpose
wero lese easily detected, writera and
speakers of the present day are fairly
borsting with all kinde of criticism of
itbe conduct of the Lord’s auointed
and with advice as Lo the character of
the comree Lo be pursued, Their in-
terest in A metter whicbh is none of
tbeir businerr, aod thelr condemnalion
ot or conpesel upen concerns which
‘they capnot poesibly understand and
which tbey kEnow nothing about, are
elgne of current activity whileb tbhe
troe Baint van aflord to emile at if he
does uot Ignore. [t i amusing (o hear
tbem talk about lbe mistakes the
“Cbarch autborities are making, and tu
watoh tbeir bungry rellab of every
trivial incident that appears to offer a
text for & fresbh wall, With copspm-
munte conceif, men who hardly ever
nee the name of Delly éxcept as an
oath, preeums to tell vther men, whose
swhole lives of purity and rigbteous-
nefp 2fe be ore fthe people a8 an open
‘bock, bow Lbey must spesk and act
-and even tbinpk—and this, lov, iD
coclesinstioal matters, They accuse
them of eeverity, of =sordidoess,
ot eselfigh peeking aller worldly
Enwer and of varlous olther moral
7Chrietian Jellogquencies, If they are
Abue bitter in their fanlt-finding, they

are also waudlin in thelr senlimental-
ity. To hesr tbem talk one mighbt
tbink they poesepred sil the Judgment
and charity and wiadom that ought to
belong to the moet godly of apirltual
shepherde, and that the latter, so far ae
tbe Mpormou Church is concerned, bad
none of these attributes,

Now, this sort of thiog is not’ allo-
gotber new, The Chnrch baas paseed
tbrough eimilar experiences “before,
The past pixty-=ix yesre bave not
been withput their lessone, oot only to
tbe Sajnts but to their opponeots, The
latler msy not beed them, bhut the
former wiil net fail to profit by them.
Onpe of the plsintet of these lesgons is
that witbout a #logle exeeption the
autborlties of the Chturch have been
found durlog jall there years to be
right Jn tbheir sd ministration of Church
affalrs, 'Tbeir policy, Lheir rules, their
reproole, thelr teachings, bave In every
cass met not only with the ap-
proval of the Baints themselves
but with tbe approval of Heaven,
Honprable men not of their raith
bave appiauded tbelr wisdowm, and
whutever they may have thought of
the reilgion ltaeif, they bave recog-
nized that the Mormon autborjties
knew exactly bow tp mpensge the
affalrs of that Cburch sucecessfully,

The Liatter-day 8uainle nardly need
to be warned, tnerelfure, sgainegt the in-
eidious, whisperings or critlciems put
fortb to begulle them aod to destroy

their confldence in Ltbelr leaders.
The latter are now, &Y ever,
in the line ot their uutly towara

their fellow-men and their Gud. They
dJesire nothlag bat tbe wellare of
Z on, ber jobabitantr, and righteous
men everywhere. Their duties are
performed in bumility but coursgecus-
ly. From these they dare uot shrink,
nor in their perfurmance will they for-
get prudence, charity and the integrily
of beart and purpose which Lbe A)-
mighty requires of His eervants,
They are eafs leadere, fuitblul eshep-
herds, ttue benefactors—sand np Lat-
ter-day Baint who values hls soui’s
salvation mneed fear to follow In their
footetepe and heed tbeir exbortations,
ag tbey follow in the [oolateps and
heed the instructions of their Divine
Master,

WAR OR PEACE?

In London there is just cow a grow-
jog conviction tbat the British gov-
ernment is only at the beginmiog of
its tronbles in Bouth Afrlca, Every
elgn seems tpindicste the approaeb of
race troubles botb io the Orange Free
#tate, the Transvasl and Cape QCol-
ony, The psrliament of the firet-
pstoed country, oow in sesslon, is con-
sidering a proposition virtually to de-
prive ull nitlanders of tbe tranchise,
1'be Boers propose to distnitute arme
amoog the burghers o the exlent of
providing every boy over tlwelve years
of age with a gun, and to stofe up am-
munition to the amount of 4,000,000
rounds, The fronliers are to* be fortl-
fled petepsibly as a measure of pre
caution agaiost Africans, On the
other ha‘nd the Enpglish ¢clonista are

indulging in meetiogs and inflamma-
tory wpeecher. Their epeakers Insist
on the neceesily of preparing for re-
sistance of any attempt to curtall their
liberties. The bome government Ja
being oriliclted for its sopposed
cowardice as ebown In its Sputb
Alricin policy.

How long Ubls etrained etate of
affaire can last without csusing ap
agtusl rupture !s imposeible to eay, but,
tbe conclusion seems lrresistlble that
a race warl la on which evenlually will
call for Ibterference by the British
government.

Nor 1s Soith Alfrica the only rource
ol trouble to Epgiand., The Turkish
question continually rises to the sur-
tace, The recent atrocitier in Qrete
remind the world that harmony can-
not be established between tbe [pllow-
ers of the Croes and tte Crescent, at
least not uotll the time shall have
come when the lamb and tbe llon csn
1ie down togetber in perfect peace,
Lo the ease of thepccurrences at Canea
it is pointed out tlat Lord Balisbury
canoot plead inability to deal with the
perpetratore of the murders, . They
are within easy reach of tbe guns of
the English fieet, 'To failtoact in the
matter will be regarded ar a repudi-
ativn ot the respongibility undertaken
by England in relation to the sultau’a
Christian suljecte,

Toe politicsl eky, altheugh compara-
tively caklm, bas a decidedly cloudy

arpeet, The bright epot 1s 1the efort
ot tue Irivnds ol peaCe o briog
ahout n more ratlonsl mode of

settyjng internationst questions than
these hitberto rescried to. Notable in
this effort is the plan of f1fluentisl
Fcench women, whp have formed a
Womsn’s Lesgue for (General Dle-
armament, al (be head of which
stande Mme. Flammarlon, wie of
the ceiebrated sstronomer. This fleld
of work {8 particulariy one in which
women should be Interested, and it ls
sale to 8ay that If once wives, mothers
wod elsters grasp the idea snd reajlze
their ppwer lo lurn thought and sentl-
ment into new channele, ths day cao-
not be faroff when all the vexed juter-
natipunl questions will be relerred Lo
sntelligenc and just arbilralion ratber
than to brute foice. bDiay the angels of
peace suceesc!

—
WOMEN ARE PERSONS,

At lsst )t bae been discovered tbat
the perslstent agilation carried on for
about forty years in order to obteln for

womeD the right of frencbise by an
addition to the Constitution, is entirely
nncalled for. Itis now clalmed that
tbat wonderful instrument of buman
freedom gives that right.to tbe gentler
sex 6B freely and unreeervedly as fo
men. W.R, Harwood Io tbe North
American Review takes tbia view of
tbe matter and gives bia reasons for i,

Article X1V, which bas been 1in
force slnee July, 18685, read::

All parsons burn or natnrailized in the
United Biates and subject to the jurisdiec-
tion thereof, are citizens of 1be Untted
Siates and ofthe stale whereln they reside.
No state shall make or enforce any law
which sball abridge the privileges or im-
munities of citizens ot the United Siates;
nor shall any state deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property withoot doe
process of law, nof deny to aDy peraon



