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law of God or rule of propriety that
forbidethe falling tear.

Custom, however, makes some
unreasonable things common, and
fashion helps to make them appear
necessary. Extravagant display is
one of them. Familiescften plunge
theinsel ves into a deep gulf of debt
through desire to emulate the costly
fuiterals of the wealthy, and say,
#Nothing is too good* for the de-
parted one. This js all wrong. The
dead cave nothing for sucli displays,
and if the spirit were present it
would eprecate the folly that
often suggzests them.

Anptber thing is the public exhi-
bition of a corpse. We huve always
thought it in very bad taste.
There may be exceptions to this
rule, perhaps, but ordinarily it is an
irrational and indelicate custom.
On calm refleaction, who is there
that desires, when living, that his
bouy sball be presented tv the pub-
He gaze for & general show afier he
is dead? If friends and relatives de-
sire to lake a last look at the fiee of
lhe deceased, tbat 13 all right, in
private. But to expose to all com-
ors the form of the deceased, while
the mourners are kept by the bier in
agouy tiil the gaping crowd has
passed, their hearis harrowed by

the sobbing of speetators, is n need-,

less und barbarous usage. We were
pleased that this was dispensed
with yesterday at the funeral of
Brother James Moyle. It was far
belter and showed greater respect
for the deceased and the, family, to
walt until they had passed .out of
the building bLefore tku congregation
arose and dispersed.

Music is appropriate at funerals.
Bat this is often made the means of
agoravatiog griel instead of impart-
sng cousoiation.  Funeral dirges
nre composed, apparently, for the
exprees purpose of touching the
tenderest chords of the human
breast, 8¢ a8-to make them vibrate
with the keeuish anguish. Often
the bereaved, having conquered
themselves 80 as to suppress in-
decorous outbursts, are made hys-
terleal by the doleful strains thougbt
appropriate, which ecause even
strangers to weep. Music, bLoth
vocal and instrumeatal, should be
used rather to® comfort than to agl-
tate and pain the mourners.

Aunother unwise custom is the
exposure of the living to danger
ftom  cold out of Supposed
respect for the dead. Tramping
slowly through mud or spow for
long distances; slanding lo the
graveya® uutil nearly [frozen;
baring the head to the wind, or the

{gether in such love, that when a

stoym, or the blazing sun, while the
Jlastservices are being rendered to
cover the coflin from sight; are all
needless observances and (requently
result in sickness and death. They
do the depzrted no good, they often !
do the living much harm. When
the dedicatory prayer or benedic-
tion I3 pronounced, uncovering tbe
head is proper. And then the per-
son offiziating should be mindful
of the atmospberle conditions and
nol keep people barelieaded while
he indulges in flights of lengthy,
rhectoric. D’rayer is always best |
when soulful yet simpie, brlef and
to the point. ]

Tradition still has great power |
over the mind even amoug the |
Latter-day Haints. We should en-.
deavor tv wean ourselves from every
unreasonsble and ununecessary cus-
toq: and every foolish faghion. Pay
dug respect to the dead. lL.ive to-

place in the family cirele is mad
vagant the heart mouins for the
preseage thatisgone. Hold funeral
gervices. Pray and sing and preach.
Bpeak goou words but in truth of
the departed. Convey the remains
lu|lmnor to the tomb. But let all be
done decently and in order, in tem-
perance and moderation, and in
reverence for Qod who will raise
all Hiz children from their graves
in the coming resurreciion-day,

PRECEPTS AND PRACTICES.

Tur Houston, Texas, Fos! .criti-
cizes President Harrison’s reference
to. Utali in his message in this way:

“In his message Mr, Harrison re-
lers {0 the encydclieal of the President |
of the Mormoa Church, advising the
‘8ainis’ to respect the 1aw of the luad
iahibiting polygamous marringes, and |
adds: *The only safe wayis to deal
with the Territory of Utah as that
those whe believe polygamy to be
rightful shall not have the power to.
make it lawful,? which ix ecquivalent
to saying that men sbould ba disfran-
chised for theiv religious helief, not:
for tbeir practices. Doubtless the
dogmas of the Mormon Chureh, if
rigidly adhered to, wonld unfit a nan:
for American citizensbip, but cannot
the same he said ol more preleatious
creeds? liow long could a man com-
ply strictly with the Mosaie law and
Keep out of the penitentiary? Mr.
Harrison has yet to learnthat religious
precepts may be ono thing and politi-
eal practices guits another.’’

| There is no ‘‘dogmsa of the .Mor- |
mwon Church?’* that “if rigidly ad-
hered to would unfit a man for
Americau citizenship,’’ but the rea-
soning of the Post i good even if this
one fact is misunderstood. What
are supposed "to be ‘Mormon dog-
mas* fn relation to politics and citi-
zenship are usually ncthing but antl.
‘“Mormon® myths, ‘
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THE “JEWISH ‘SANHEDRIM."

Tk supreme court of the Jews ,
ab the time of our Savior, the one’
that rendered the first death sens’
tence over Him, was the so-called .
great Sanbedrinm, It eonsisted of
seventy-one persons, presided over
by the high priest, The members,
were young, Jearned rabbis of high
reputation among the people. They.

were all suppesed to kuoow the
tbige miost cominon languages of,
she  {ime—Hebrew, Greek and

Latin, as well as the vernacular
tongue of the courtbry.

When smaller offenses were to he
tried, as few as twenty-threo meni-
bers constituted a quorum, but whett
anybedy was accused of an oftense
that might cost him his life, every
member of the Sanhedrim must be
present, to make the sentence legal.
The ‘sessions were held regularly
every Monday and Thursday morn-
ing, and very seldom, i ever, on 8
Jaq‘ preceding a festival, wherefore
some have supposed tikat the sen-
tence agningt our Lord was
prooounced and executed on a
Thursday, instead of, as commonly
belfeved, oo a Friday, the day be-
fore the great Sabbath.

The deliberations of the court
touk place within the preeincts of
the temple, and were as publlc as)
poesible. There were no prosecut-
lng' ntt',orneya and no counsels for the

| defense. Bul the accusation was

made in writing and was read to the
aceused. If the charge was denled,
wilnesses were ealled and examined.
The accused had a right to object to
the witnesses, and lia gbjectlons
were gousidered and passed upon.
The witnesses were solemnly,
chargeéd to speak the truth: <TRe-
mewmber,”? the presiding high priest
said, ‘that a great responsibility
regts upon you. For a jife is now
inyo_l\red, the loss of which can
never be recovered. Should the
ac?used on your ag¢count be sen-
tenced to death, his blood will be
upon you, and also the blood uf (hose,
who woull have been his Jdescend-
ants, had he lived, who through
you are deprived of the earth: God
will hold you accountable.’’
Witnesses had to give a thorough,
account of themsel ves and also state
the precise hour, day and month.
when the alleged erime had been
commitled: they bad also to siate
what they had done to prevent the
crime, Contradietion in the teati-
mony rendered the witness incou)-
petent. e )
When, the testimony had been
taken, the members of the Banhe-



