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[From the New Orleans Picayune.]

Billy Bowlegs and the Florida War,

The air of romance which attaches to the |
native children of our forests, it matters not to
what tribe they may belong, has induced us to
furnish eur readers with a taithful portrait of
Billy Bowlegs, the last King of the Ever-
glades.
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~ Mr, Rarey Taming a Zebra.
(From the Londun News of the 26th May.) |

The great novelty of the day was the intre-

traitor. The brave indignantly denied the
charge, but Billy showed the letter which he
and journsys—have often walked forty, fifty,
and on one occasion, sixty miles in'a day.~The
protection and mercy of God has been over
me, and my life thus far bas been preserved;
for which blessings I feel to render the grati-

Since 1835 the Florida Indians have occu-
pied a large skare of public attention, and al-
most fabulous sums have been expended by
the United States Government in a useless en- |
deavor to drive them from their island homes
among the'morasses and lagoons in the inter-
ior of the country. The first hostilities origin- |

 Billy's ability to read. But Billy repliei, that |

tude of my heart to my Heavenly Father, pray-

ing that the remainder of my days may be

{ated in the opposition of the Mecasukians and
most of the Chiefs of the Seminole nation to

spent in His service and in the building up of | the execution of the treaty of Payne’s Landing.

'ately understood by the officers of the neigh-

 boring Fort. he would himself stand impeached |

had received, and read from it, in English, the
most convincing proofs against the culprit.
Thereupon the surprised brave guestioned

he was willing to have his skill in reading and
writing English, put to the severest test, and
if a letter which he would write in the presence
of the chiefs of the natien, were not immedi-

duction of the zebra of the African desert, the
latest pupil in Mr. Rarey’s school, and one
with which, although be uitimately expects te
drive him through Hyde Park, he yet makes
his account to have a great deal of trouble.—
The specimen introduced was the most beauti-
ful four-footed beast we have ever seen, with
his peifect, symmetry of form, bright glossy
coat of the richest cinnamon and deepest
black, and a pair of eyes that flashed lurid

T _ ¢ aoae ativilated Bnt this treatv LSt the Ser. | and a'llm'_:' the prosecution to fall. fires as he made his appearance in the lists.—
His kingdom ' . h[mlﬂ Ehﬂl.ill]tl S A e Ignda to ithe Eﬁ:i- i Aud Billy, with his wicked foresight, knew | This pupil is stiil only in the rudiments, and
JEET S INRAL L | what he was about. When at the Fort.a few | yells in a most uncivilized manner when polite-

o ; iited.States and emigrate west of the Mississip-| 7™ it Eea i : |

"PAULSEN THE CHESS-PLAYER. | pi, in consideration of a certain sum of money | dd-'-'? pEDEAas y_he_ “t ed the “-f_ﬁ.ﬁ?’r in charze
 — ' which was to be paid them on their arrival at i “”m.“h?]t lie :';'m:l . dmtﬁ'f’ and, the officer

A correspondent of the Boston Journal |the banks of the river. About the time that | consenting, he had written, “L, Billy Bowiegs,

writing from Chicago says of the unparalleled | preparations for their removal were completed, | jéi“ﬁ-‘u; }[.he,E“nh]:?!ﬂ;‘-ﬁaﬂﬂgead audisrite flio
chess Ef'ut recently play{d out in thl::.t city by ‘Johin Hext, an influential Chief, who had fa-| hi':g ;E d“f’”?g'e' 1 ey ken t;hl th—f PHeAt
Mr. Paulsen, as follows:— 3 e | vored the movement, died, and Osceola became | tDat i€ wanted (o play a Joke off on some of

The most stupendous achievement in chess | the controlling spirit of the MeknsiTiang.-—| B8 PacBLE, fand HESANy AL Shinkfeam rto (Re

ly requested to go through his task. But he
does 1t nevertheless, lies down when he is tola
—though not ‘with the grace and readiness of
his more civilized schoolfellows—turns orver
with.a helpless whine of despair and sense of
subjugation, and finally adwmits that even he,
the hitherto untamable steed of the desert, has

the world ever saw has just been successfully’
performed in this city, and Louis Paulsen now
stands peerless. On Monday evening he com-
menced playing blind-folded ten simultaneous
games against Chicago. His opponents were
carefully selected from among the most akil-
ful players of the Chess Club, who used every
exertion to check-mate their gallant antagon-
ist. |

Mr. Paulsen sat apart from every one on the
stage of Light Guard Hall, with his back to
the ten boards., Two gentlemen of this city,
acted as tellers, and circulated among the
players, calling aloud each move on the dif-
ferent tables, which were designated by their
respective numbers from one to ten. Mr.
Paulsen would reflect a few moments, and then
without a2pparent effort, announce his vwn
move in return. His attitude and bearing were
like those of a person in a trance. His head
thrown slightly forward—his eyes closed—his
figure motionless—and nothing to inuvicate life
save an occasional working of the face when
a ekilful step was taken by an adversary or a |
sudden coup de bataille contemplated by him- |
sell. . The progress was slow, of course slow.
At the close of the first evening, however, en-
ough of his surprising ability was displayed to
make even the most experienced of his oppo-
mnents feel nervous, and induce them to use
every tactic to out-maneurvre him. During
the second evening his advantaze over several
was clearly to be seen. The spectators be-
came much excited, but the sympathies of
those who had no friends playing, were plainly
given to that single, silent man, thus pitfed
against a host of foes.

Mr. Paulsen could at any time recapitulate
the precise position of each piece upon every |
board, and when an occasional difference!
arose concerning some disarrangement which
he detected, his assertions had in all cases|
proved correct, while those 'who had their|
eyes open were forced to acknowledge their
error. Jt was evident that his astonishing
memory and concentration enabled him to r#- |
oall at will each move made from the first
upon either board, and thus bring it as clearly
te his minu’s eye as if it were bodily before |
Rim. The third evening was expected to finish'
this urprecedented feat. The audience was |
on tip toe with excitement, and every one!
seemed uncontrolably worked up, except he)
wper whom all interest centered. The self-
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‘followers. When in this city a few days since,

{ He replied, with a drunken swaeger, *“0, yes— |

From that period the minds of the Mecasukians Fort with a letter bearing his -autoxraph, to

and of the Seminoles were inflamed against the |
whites, and active outrages became frequent. |
The most disastrous of these was the massa- |
cre of Major Dade’s command, consisting of
two companies of Artillery, on the 28th of !
December, 1833. _ |

From the date of this massacre. the war
was confinued nnder Gen. Clinch, Brig. Gen. |
Call, Gen. Gaines, Col. Twizgs, Gen. Scott, |
Gen. Jessup and Gen. Taylor, till 1839, when |
Gen. Macomb, Commander-in-Chief of the |
Army, invited the Indian Chiefs to a confer- |
ence. and such arrangements were entered into |
as induced him to believe that the war wonld
speedily be terminated, His hopes, however,
proved to be jll-founded. Shortly after the
conference, and in violation of its provisions.
trains, travelers and plantations were attacked. |

Lieut. Col. Harney, at’Charlotte Harbor was |

surprised while asleep, and of thirty dragoons |
who were with him only six escaped. Harney |
saved his life by rushing out from the rear of |
his tent without waiting to dress himself, then
running for several miles and swimming to a
fishing boat.

This surprise was effected by two hundred
and fifty Seminoles, under the command of
Billy Bowlegs, and it was indeed the first time
that the hero of our sketch appeared iy any

prominent position as a leader of his savage

=

somebody asked Billy if he knew Gen. Harney.

I make him run like h—1, one time!”?

The reply is curiously illusirative of the
fact that savages more readily acquire the
vices than the virtues of civilization.

Shortly after the Harney surprise. the Legis-
lature of Florida made provision for the em-
ployment of bloodhourds to track the Indians |
to their lurking places, and thirty animals of
approved breed were imported from Cuba.—
But among the waters of the Frerglades they
proved wholly useless, and the Government was |
saved the reproach of outdoing the savages
themselves in savage stratezy.

In 1840 Gen. Taylor obtained permission to |
retire from the command in Florida, and Gen.
Armistead succeeded him. During that year
and the following, when Col. Worth had the |
chief command, skirmishes were frequent and
the forty-seven thousand square miles of ter-
ritory ocecupied in/‘part by the Indians were
kept in & constant state of alarm, During

' the conviction and execution of the

two wagzons, nnder command of Lieunt. Hart-

command exercised appeared miraculous, and’

mome would have suspected what an intense,
pewerful stretch must have been upon that
singular brain.. Calmly he sat, as if casting
some problem in simple interest rather than
performing a labor of herculean magnitude.
Throughout he was subjected to one unfair-
ness, which, however, serves now only to
heighten his glory. Not alone did he play

against ten opponents, but fifiy—as by a.

1842 a number of chiefs were invited to a feast
and svere made prisoners while partaking of it.

| Another chief, with eighteen warriors, was
‘decoyed on board a vessel and ‘secured. and

' great numbers of the Indians, being thus de-

'prived of their leaders, surrendered and con-

'sented to emigrate.

. At this period Billy Bowdlers and other

chiefs from the South, amonk whom was the
'venerable Sam Jones, **the Fisherman.?’ came

{up the unequal contest, he ran for a neighbor-

]

strange license, a fow of the audience were
allowed to mingle with the players, and at
eack table two or three deeply versed in chess
seated thiemselves to advise those whom Mr, |
Paulsen’s brilliant attacks had discomfitted.
He thus battled with the combined strength of
bhe extire city oppesing him. Every player,

tee, expeclead Lim to make the 'uuglt,lwl“ilvi power of ihe whites, and for a cousiderable

in to negotiate a treaty.of peace. But Billy

proved to be mnrelwarjr':"_thau”mi}f ﬂf_ mﬂ,‘:lnr, he managed to escape the notice of his

peers. <

G#ith slde-long, never-ceasing zlanes,
By doubt and cunning marked atoncey?,

he was cantious about placing himself in the

read or translate it in .the words which; had
just been written,

So when a mesgenger was sent with Billy’s
letter the officer at once understood and read it
as per previocus agreement, andithe result was
| | pretty
squaw’s busband, Then Billy comforted the
pretty squaw and she became hig wife.

After Col. Worth was brevetted. Brigadier
General and returned to the command, innu-
merable petty treaties and hollow truces were
agreed to by Billy, nntil finally, during Mr.
Filimore’s occupancy of the Presidential Chair,
he was induced by Gen. Blake to pay a visit
to the great White Chief at Washington,

So Billy, with a few of his chosen bravea,
made his first tour through the white man’s
territory, and manifested the usual indifférence
of the Indian stoic whenever evidences of the
white man’s skill were presented for his ad-
miration. . The steamboat was prefty good, but
he preferred the canoes of the Everglades;
and the Jocomotive went pretty fast, but he
had a little black pony that wonld beat it.

When taker mto the Presidential presence,
he obeerved to Mr. Fillmore, “You, big Chief,
and I’m King of the Seminoles: Iet there bea
friendship between us.?’ | L

After he had become tired of Washington,
Gen. Blake ook him to New York, which e
acknowledged was considerable of a village.
One day he was shown the principal harbor
defences, and he observed of the guns that
they might do very well there, but they would
nof be worth a rugh among the Everglades.

On bis return to Florida he expressed his
willingness to emigrate, and a friend of ours
who spent an evening with him in the quarters
of Gen. Childs at Tampa Bay, inferms us that
he conducted himself in the presence of the
ladies with marked propriety.

But Billy’s ‘promises to emigrate were not
fulfilled, though Tepeated time and again to
Capt. Casey. the Indian Agent at Tampa Bay.
Every year his warriors were becoming less in |
number, and his predatory power and prestige
were consequently diminished.

The laat of Biily’s outrages which attracted
muoch attention, oeciirred about two years ago.
It was the attack and massacre of a party with

aiff, between Fort Deynard and Fort Simon
Drum. The party wassurprised on'a palmetto
bummock, and all were killed with the excep-
tion of the Lieutenant, who, single handed,
kept the Indians forsome time at bay, he firing
from the shelter of a wagon, while two of his
wounded companions kept his weapons loaded..
At length, however, he was wounded in: the
right arm and breast, and, concluding to give
ing thicket, where there was'a pond of water
surronnded by a tall growth of rushes. ' Into
this pond he crawled and lay down in the wa-
ter; and though pursued by the Indians and
called upon by Billy to come out and surren-

mavage foes, who left him te his fate about the
time that a new danger. began to threaten him
in the shape of a hungry alligator.  Twodays
afterwards he was found by a party from Fort

probable stock of agility.

Simon Drum,in an almost dying corditios.

at length found a firm althongh gentle master.
Now, we must confess that when at first we
heard that Mr. Rarey was going to introduee
the zebra to hiis pupils, we had a shrewd sus-
picion that semething like a theatrical coup
was confemplated. and that some venerable
‘‘woolly horse,” who had perbaps graduated in
a circus, was about to be introduced for the
sake of novelty and attraction. But all sus-
picion of thatsort was dispelled when we saw
this wild ferocious animal, so béautiful and
yet so terrible in his beauty, follow the great
horse-tamer reluctantly into the ring. - There
was something positively unearthly in the
scream with which he saluted the company,
and the fact of the barricade being only breast
high set at least one person who was present
about making nervous calculations as to his
Ashelay upon the
ground he kept up a low whining soliloquy
which a person acquainted with the Horrynhmn
language might, perhaps, have translated, “It
would give me intense gratification to devour.
this fellow where he stands, and to kick out
the braina of these impertinent lookers-on im-
mediately, but, unfortunately, there is no ‘jus-
tice for zebras’ so I have nothing for it but te
lie down and to b~have myseif henceforth and
for once be a civilized quadruped and a gentle-
man.”” A strong ‘color of- probability was
given to ithis trandlation, by the subsequent
conduct of this beautiful and now subdued de-
mon. He relired ._aln_wlﬂ and with dignity,
rather sad than sulky 'in bis deportment, gave
only ‘one flying ‘screain as 'he passed thro’
his stable door, bad one gentle nip at the groom,
who held it :epen for him, and subsequently
permitted a lady of distinction, who was pre-
sent, to stroke him down as he lay in his ata-
ble exhausted after his recent exertions,'or

| possibly, conning- over his lesson against the

nextinstructionday. Thisterminated the day’s
lecture or lesson, whichever it may be called.
A1l present expressed themselves notonly com-
pletely satisfied, but profoundly impressed with
the soundness and novelty of Mr. Rarey’s sys-
tem, and. retired with the most favorable re-
miniscences of himself, of his clear natural
intelligence, his obvious earnestness and faith
in his discovery, and of approbation of the
kindness. gentleness and forbearance which he
pever failed to inculeate as the great leading

‘characteristics of his school.
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GruB 1¥ Sueep.—Make a common elder

squirt-syringe, lay the slieep upon its back,

and inject about two tablespoonfulls into each
nostril, of a decoction of strong tobacco juice,
and vou will find it the best and safest remedy.
—Ohio Cullivator. ™ = ° : |

- To Coror BLuE oN CorroN.—For 5 pounds
of cloth take 2 ounces of copperas; put it in
water sufficient to cover the cloth; keep it
scalding hot two ‘hours; take out the cloth;
turn out the copperas water; rinse the kettle,
put 1 ounce of prussiate of potash in soft wa-
ter; ‘when cissolved, put in the cloth; let it lie
two hours, then take out the eloth and add 1
spoonful of oil of witriol, stir it well; then
again put in the cloth; let it lie a few minutes;
tane it out. rinse thoroughly in cold water.—
‘Rur3l New Yorier. ' :




