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I1 am exceedingly thankful to have
the opportunitytunity oncence more of being
with youjangyou and of partaking of that
peaceful anaand sweet influence which
prevailsreva inn tthee midst of this much
despisedbleed and terribly abused
jaeoplep thee contrast to me Is ex-
ceedinglycecee ily marked between the cir-
cumstancescum stances in which I1 have beenkeerl
placed and the influences that I1
haxehate had to meet and thoethome which
surround me todayto day there have
been some things which havebave trans-
pired which have not been very
pleasant but onoa the whole I1 can
truthfully baysay that I1 have enjoyed
myself better than I1 expected and
probably much better than many of
you would suppose that one under
the circumstances could do at no
time in my experexperiencelence in my life
have I1 ever seen a more embittereded
feeling manifested against the lat
ter day sainta than prevailed dudingduring
this winter you have had op-
portunitiesportunitAunitiesleales of understanding this to
some extent for you have felt thatthau
influence here and you hahave beenseen
its effects in the results that have
been wrought outbut and I1 suppose
if we were like other people we
should have been terribly alarmed
at the manifestations we have wit-
nessed there was a time when it
seemedteemed azas though all hell had brok-
en looseboote and that nothing lees than
the entire destruction of the organ-
ization of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints
would satisfy popular cla-
mor A mostmoat extraordinary
manifestation especially when we
consider the absence of all provoca-
tion borsuchtorfor such an outburst of wrath
if a person last winter had come
into utah territory and travelled
through our settlementsbattlements TIvisiting

s the houseshoused of the people and exam-
ining the condition of affairs here
he would havohave found it difficult to
understand the cause of all the ex-
citementcitement that was raging through-
out the united states concerning
this people if there are thomthose who
do not believe in the existence of
spiritual powers and influences lotlet
them examine into this utah ques-
tion and the effects of its agitation
upon the public mind and itic seems
to me they must be convinced that
there are unseen powers which op-
erate upon the minds of the people
at large to produce such extraordin-
ary outbursts of prejudice and pas
blonklon la1828lb we have witnessed rittynitty
millions of people stirred up from
one end of the land to the otnerother by
a tornado of passion unreasoning
blind besotted bloodthirsty which
has carried men and women before
it and has dethroneddethroner reason con
berning a people who were quietly
pursuing their avocations molesting
none doing nothing that could be
consaconraconstruedtrued by any reasonable person
into anything that would ba offen-
sive

it is generally supposed that wowe
anamm living in an enlightened age
popular preachera claim that this in

the crowning generation tor light
and knowledge and truth that we
are living in fact in the full blazabiaza of
goshal light and glory politicians
also claim that this republican gov-
ernment of the united states is the
fruit of the ripened experienceexperienca
of all the ages the pro-
duct of the accumulated wis-
dom of the centuries that human
aspirations nindafinds thotha fullert develop-
ment under our form of govern
ment thiethib is the boast of thepress
and thebethese are the teachings of the
pulpit and yet through agencies
which boast of their enlightenment
thisthib whirlwind of passion to which
I1 have alluded this spasm of feel-
ing that hmhay convulsed the nation
has swept over theth land and every-
thing has been done that was
bieblebletoto makemate it destructive in itsiosefof
factssects upon the objects or its wrath
I1 have thoughtthough tandtaudaudand hayehate sometimes
expressed myself that if ileslles could
destroy a people we should have
been burledburied out of sight long ago
the basest and mostmoat malignant and
most cruel the most unfounded and
causeless misrepresentations and
falsehoods have been clcirculated and
men and women nothing
about ulc preachers who had no idea
ctcf ouroun realleai belief and editors who
had no conception of the true condi
tion of adtaftlaffairaairsails in this territory have
allail lent themselvesyetisvetis sometimes un
dentan and other times igno

to do everythingery thing in their

powerpower to destroy an innocent people
and what hashaa been the crime we
have been accused of immorality
god knows itif that were to be a
crime sufficient to evoke destruction
there would be other
visited with wrath esideb revenourou mevenseven
if we were all that we are paia ted
but the fact isie therethera h no other
territory or state in the united
states and I1 baysay this knowingly
and understandingly where virtue
Is respected revered anaand protected
as83 it Is in utah there is no other
community toin the united states in
which more young men grow up to
manhood pure in proportion to the
population than in the territory of
utah

As I1 havahave repeatedly said we ba
aleve in marriage we have opened
the door in that direction and we
sayeay to the bexes marry but we close
the door in the othenother directionlection and
saybay you shall not commit adultery
you shallbhail not seduce defiledefalle prosti-
tute osor lead astray innocent minge
if you dondo and we nadbad the power we
would punish you it beemsseems like a
paradox that those who do that
which is according to their religion
should be punished while those who
trample upon their religion should
go free and yet this is really true
allali that we can be accused of Is we
have embodied in ouroun religion prac-
tices that belonged to the patri-
archs which we believe and ko dedc
umeclare god has revealed to us for the
purposes of salvation and of produc-
ing greater purity and of checking
I1hethe flood of ticevice that is sweeping
through the land and sapping the
foundation of this nation and all the
nations of christendom we have
adopted the principle of plural mar-
riage as part of ourdur religion weve
have not led women astray we have
protected them we have natconot co-
erced them or used violence but
have thrown around them a shield
of protection and at the bamesame time
have leftleit them to exercise the fullest
liberty and the mostmoat extenextensivesiveelve right
of tree choice in every respectct butbui
thilthischiaiaIs a elnbin this chocks weve are told
the moral sencekence of the nation
while on tho other hand there are
communities who say they do not
ballete in adultery or toin seduction
that Is their re egton I1teaches them
that thebe things are wrong but
many otof whowhoseze members practice

crimes and yet they paespass
along unnoticed and undisturbed

saltbait lake city ia13 2400 miles from
washington a remote place it
might be supposed the effect of our
examples itif they were bad would
not reach that distancecethalthat if therothere
was any contagion flowing from our
practices it would have expended
itsita force before traveling that far
but in washington city ata the
head of the government where
congressCongrebareea habhas unquestioned jurisdic-
tion there laia no law against
adultery no one can be punished in
the district for violating the mar-
riageariage vow that escapes the atten-
tion of congress sobo with fornica-
tion it goes unpunished unless it
should be of so flagrant a character
done in soBO open and indecent a
manner as to excite public condem-
nation now if morality were tobeto bo
achieved it might be thought that
washington would be a fine tieltieifieldd
for the exercise of the power that isia
unquestionably ingestedinvested in the
congress of the united I1
presented thisthia view of thothe ques-
tion to senator edmunds vhfwhenn
thia bill which haghas since become a
lawslaw was beingbelag discusdiscussedsedked I1 called
his attention to the tactfact that it waswaa
not an thing toin taking
up an evening paper toin washington
city to read accountsacco ants of the finding
of two or three infants that had been

away or deserted by their toin
human mothers foundlound toin vacant
lots and in out of themay plumplaces
and that ttoojo toin the most elegant
city to be found toin the united
states it appeared to me as I1assidbaldbaid
to him that washingtonWuhington waswab a
splendid field for the exercisea of the
power of congress it it was a
sincerosincere wishwith to check immorality
and to put down vice that prompted
the edmunds bill however mis-
taken itaibs author might be toin his
ideas respecting the existence of
these evils toin utah the best place
to commence waswaa at the head butit was plain to be seen that nothing
toin that bill was designed to deacrenchreach
real vice to strike down im-
morality it was a blow
atfet our religious practices
to be sure however as to what the
intent of lethe bill really was and to
know this from his own lips I1 ask-
ed him if adulterers could be pun-
ished in utah territory under the
provisions of the bill his reply was
that if a manan who hadbad one wife
were to live openly and continuous-
ly with another woman he could

be punished under it but adulterers
would not be very likely to expose
themethomeelves to the operations of the
law in that manner he said that

sporadic cascacasee otol adultery could not
be punished by this bill I1 thought
the reply one of which a senator of
the united states should boba asham-
ed I1 have known senator ed-
munds for some time and have had
some admiration for him but I1 de-
clare I1 biusblusblushedlied for him when hebe
made the reply that aposporadic cabets
of adultery could notnos be punished
under the provisions of this bill now
become law

now 3jouon can zwbee what the design
is it is13 not to punish immorality
if immorality were the object to be
reached that law would have been
made broad enough for every cabecasecases
whether they be practices what
they term under religious guise or
practices in violation of religion
what then laIs the object of the mea-
sure it isin to strike down a promi-
nent feature of our religion that Isie
its object and there is no other ob-
ject tolo be achieved it Isia the fact
that we make marriage a part olourofouroar
religion that excites animoanimosityeltyeity and
they are determined to destroy us

if you were to protect imimmorali-
ty

morall
and not call it religion

I1 have been told many and many a
time we should not object to it
but you are sanctioning by the formsform
of religion that which we cannot
endure and which is hateful to our
civilization it is the marriage
ceremony that is the offensive part
of it it is in other words the mar-
rying that excites dislike and
hatred

now is thisthia to be wondered at I1
do not wonder at it I1 am not surbur
prided at all at this feeling for the
reason that I1 have always expected
that this doctrine like every doc-
trine connected with this church
would excite the bitter hatred of
those who oppose the work of god
it was the fact that the prophet
joseph smith audand the elders of
thisthia church declared that revelation
had been received from god that
excited animosity in the first place
the elders of this church might
have preached any doctrines they
pleased and not faidsald they had been
taught them by revelationevelation nor by
specialgrecial divine assistance nor byrry an-
gels having come from heaven but
preached them as the speculations
of men as doctrines discovered
framed and arranged by men byby
somebome theologians of eminent ability
and they would have had no parti-
cular difficulty in preaching pre
bisely the same doctrines we now
preach that is tbthee first principles of
the gospel a chuuchurchachch might have
been made one of the most popular
churches uPCn the face of the
earth

but what waswag it that excited ani-
mosity it wasawas the declaration that
goddad spoken from the heavens and
had restored the primativaprima tive gospel
in its original purity and po
that we had thothe power and authorauthori-
ty to in the ordinances
of the gospelgoppel through which had
been restored the gifts and blessings
and powers that pertained to the
gompel in the days of jesus it was
this declaration that excited ani-
mosity throughout thetho religiousreligions
world against the latter day saintasaints
in the beginning every preacher
felt that he was condemned by this
declaration if we hadbad stood upon
the esmehame platform as they bayingsaying
that our organization waswaa the result
of mans wisdom we should then
have had some sympathy from
them but because our eiderselders de-
clared that god had spoken and
that wowe preached that which had
been revealed to usur animosity was
excited and mobs rose against us
entertaining the most bitter feel-
ings and committing the moahmoat ter-
rible outrages

it is interesting reading now in
thisthib year of our lord isso to go
back to that which occurred niftyfifty
yearbyears ago in missouri bognhoon after
this church was organized the
charges against us then were that
we believed in prophets that we
believed in revelation that we be-
lieved in healing the bicksick according
to the pattern in the new testa-
ment that we were soBO credulous asaa
to believe that god would work
miracles and the crowning accusa-
tion was that we were yankees and
abolitionists and therefore were
unfit to live in the state of missou-
ri I1 saysrayseayj it toIs interesting in
thebethese days to go back and
read the documents issued by
the mob in 1632 3 in jackson coun-
ty missouri there was no plural
marriage then to cause deneeoffenseof thecry against usca then waswag that we
beilbelibelievedeved that god was a Ugod of rev-
elation as he waswaa in ancient days
that he was the same god in this

the century that he was in
the first century of the christian
era when jesusjosub andaud the apostles
ministered among men thibthis wabwas
conidconsideredcondered sufficient cause for mobs
to organize themselves and drive our
people from their homes and lands
andano to kill bomesome of them

if we were to practice plural mar-
riage

1

arlage in some other manner and
not sanctify it by the forms of reli-
gion if we were to beba guilty of any-
thing of thidthis character separating it
entirely from all religious ceremo-
nies and ordinances there would be
little if anything said about us to
judge from expressions I1 hearbear I1 do
not suppose it would excite any
particular animosity

we as a people have to passpabs
through these ordeals it is a great
consolation to me it hashab been while
I1 have been absent to know that
we are fighting the batilesbatties of religi-
ous

religi-
ons liberty for the entire people it
might be said for the entire world
and there is no people on thisthia con-
tinent in soBO good a position to do
this todayto day anasi we are for there is no
people so well organizedsedaed heaa we are
no manMAD single handed could do
what we are doing no half dozendoan
men could do it they would be
crushed letiet any man go out from
thibthis place and attempt single handband
ed and apart from any other organ-
izationization to fight t liethe battle that we
aieare fighting andund liehe would soonboon be
overwhelmed but we are onan or-
ganized community we can live
here as we did in the early days
without help from any other source
except god we can rakerao our foudsoud
we can makemaue our clothing itif it be
necessary we can pinch ourselves
dispense with luxuries and can liveliv
on those things which are barely es-
sential to life we do not necessa-
rily have to depend upon other peo-
ple for support if grasegrasshoppershop erbera
come and sweep our fields asaa zeyteythey
have done there is no cry from utah
to the general government for help
we have borne these afflictions un-
assisted by our fellow citizens and
we have proven to our own satisfac-
tion if not to the nation at large
thetthat we are capable of sustaining
oureelvee thethereforeafore when wrath
Isia excited against usca we do not lose
employment we do not loseiose foodfoods
we arenot turned outouk of our houses
nor othotherwiseberwise impoverished because
wewa have the elements in our own
midstmidat from which we can draw a
living and we know howhew to use
them for our own sustenance and
for the preservation of thosethase who
are dependent upon us hence we
are in an excellent position to fight
the battles of freedom and it Is the
mostmoat glorious warfare that men or
women werevere ever engaged in I1 ex-
pect we shall continue to contend
for liberty not with physical wea-
pons but with steadfast moral cou-
rage despite the edmunds law des
pitepito the poland law despite the law
of 62 or any other law that may be
made in violation of the constitu-
tiontiong and of the bill of eightsrights we
shall have to contend unceasingly
for those principles without waver-
ing or yielding one iota in our deter-
mination1111lili I1 claim thisthia not for latter day saints alone but I1 claim it
for every man and woman in thisthia
republic for I1 say that
thutho men and women in this
great nation hayohaye the right to

according to the dicdictatestates
of their own consciences as long asaa
they do not in soBO doing interfere
with the rights of their fellow citiciu
denszens and I1 claim that they have the
right to do this despite the supreme
court decisions despite the action
of CongrecontreasCongreasamsavs despite the exexpres-
sions

pres
of pulpit and press and I1 am

willing to contend for that liberty
for every man and woman whether
they be of the methodist the pres-
byterianbyterlantennan the episcopalian or any
other persuasion or whether they
be believers in the doctrine or views
of coicol robert ingersolInge god hnshab
given usnathisthis right and he hwhas
given unto us oar agency if we
violate highla wlwill he will punish us
he has threatened usua with punishfunish
medmeymeatt if we do10 so and we are respon-
sible to him and not to the con-
gress of the united states not to the
tresFrespresidentident of the united States nor to
any human being wowe weare responsi-
ble alone to our godygod and there is
no power upon the earth that can
justly deprive me or deprive you of
this right they may by force of
power by illegal measures and un-
constitutional laws do this men
may be imprisoned or slain but the
principle that I1 now dzelmeirolaIs a
rundfundamental a constitutional prin-
ciple and it will endure and the
day will come in this land when
every man will have this right re-
gardlessgard lebsless of his profession are we
to be dictated to by popular

buchsuch men saygayay to the congress

of the united states youyonyouyon muamuxma
enact certain laws we demand itltditeyouyon our congregations demandde and I1h
you mustmutt putpau down
we jodo notnet want that i

are methodists wowe are presbyter1lanaans or wo are somebody elmeimelselb w
we callcali upon youyon to maintain ortoriorn I1

doxy and to put down heterodoxy
I1 would just as soonbo dictated 1

by the pope of bomerome by mr inetings
soileoll or by a mormon bishop aastI1
be dictated by popular preachers
to what 1I mmustus t neoeacceptpt as religlan

fault laIs found with usna in W
territory bemusebecause it lrirla13 said the hihlahiiaraby dictates legislation but jsYNknow thia id not true I1 wwish I1v
could dictate it more than it Is
we have our views like other citcir
zensrens but who has ever known theth
to bobe forced upon any andaud
this Isia the head and front of ourounoure
fending namely that in utah thtb
is a theocracy dictating leglelegislationlat
now who is it that has demademandedded
congress this edmunds law agalagai
utah it has been the pulpit of c

nation the orthodoxortho doordook pulpuipulpitI1 it jafa
their behesta this freegolegislationla on 1

been enacted they wouldwo d destdes
us and itif they could doo t
they would tunatura their attention
somebody elseeiseelgeigeleethaethethe Catcatholineholice 1tlIIninfidelfIdelE the spiritualists th q
would not be satisfied until thithe
obtained what they call crungrunifor
ty 11 they do the very thing thethes
selves that they charge us with
ing and which they pretend turf

desire to prevent in thisthia territoryterniTerri tori
it is this principle of freedomfreedomydoar

which I1 have been speaking that
are determined to maintain
shall contend for it to cheverythe veryveny

as long as life remrema
this Is the feeling I1 have doido
not feel the bamesame I1 am surersurebure
do I1 know youyon all do I1 need i
callcali foror any expression of yourjour ftf
ingainge we cannot fight lawfaw r

must submit to law the law be
more powerful than wowe are butulu i

candocondocanean do asaa john bunyan baldbaida
cannot obey but I1 can bunnerbuffer 1
cannot renounce our religion
cannot throw it asidemide wewa celeOKIE

trample upon the commanndiwdim
of god but wewib can endure the yapa

alty of obeying gods law evenneveni
be imprisonmentimprisonsenl it is8 partr t ofa
contract we know whatwritt oteotic

had to endure for thetho bellgbeligiorelirell gio
1

jesus and if we expect to obbtailtall
same glory as they we must bh
pared to endure the same ca
quenaquenecg 1

I1 do not make themthese remarrs
stir up feelings of defiancede flance it WE

betie a most unwise and a most c
fortunate pualpositiontion forfon us to
to place ourselves in an attitudeitu
detdeldefiancelance against the laws of
land but while we do not daffydecy i

at the samosame time shall
hope the principles of liberty elt

ka
claim them for every man and v
man as well as zorforor ourselves w1

shall never cease our efforts I1 hopho
until from onu end of the lanaianaland t

the other men and women oancan verves

ship god whetherheth er they be monnet
orcr infidel orof whether they bein
in buddha or are believers in tit
god of israelisraels thathe ard of the alwn
earth or worship a wooden gotgokgo

without interference or interinternsin
tionuon from others asasionglongiong u the
not trea passpabsqaq a upon or interfere arifi
the rights of their fellow citizencithens ballbalihilhii
ought to have this right and no antont
should seek to deprive them of it

the most noneennonsensical argument
have boenbeen asad against us in comi
sequence of our claiming liberty 0
thisthia hindtind say some men suppose
there were thugs in this country
or who believed in burna
widows as they did in india ehlibhai
the government not have the rigi
to put down stichsueh murders and sudieuchaudsud
ceremonies of cremation egysap8
posopobe that human sacrifice wwasaddee
ed proper by somesomo religious sect anadt

should be called a religious oldorl
nance doanyonyou meanmecan to sayeay thaithi 1

government has not the right lc

interfere with and to stop the
of life in such a way

certainly I1 havehaye never palk A

had not neither have I1 claimed 94
when I1 have said that we had c1
right to practice this feature of ouout

religion there laIs a very wide
distinction but mailymany do notnoti
seem to understand the difference
there aroarero certain setaacta that anare
crimes in and of themselves they
amare not made so by statutory law
one of these Is murder it always
waswasaa crimemime against nature andaiways will be he who takes the
life of a fellow being commits a
crime even if it should beba in a land
whorewhere there is no law it is in and of
itself a crime maunmalum in itneeds no statutory law to make it so
marriage occupies a very
position from thiethis before the law
of 18621662 was passed by congress 311A
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