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DISCOURSE

PRESIDENT CEO. 0. CARAOH.

In the Tabernacie, on Sunday, June
25¢h, 1882,

REFUETRD EY G. ¥, GIBES.

I um exceedingly thankfual to bave
the opportunity once more ol belng
with you and of partakipg of that

ful and sweet influence which
prevaile in the midet of this much
despiced and  terribly abused
peopls, The contrast, 1o me, is eXx-
ceslingly marked betwween the olr-
cumstances in which I bave heen

laced and the inflaences thzt I

ve had to meet, and thos¢ which
surround me to-day. There have
been some things which have trans-
pired which have not been very
plessant; but on the whole, I can
trathfnlly say, that I have enjoyed
mysel! better than I expected, and
probably mach better than many of
¥you would snppose . that one under
the circumsiances could do. At no
time, in my experience—in my life,
have I ever seen a more imblitered
feellng manifested sgeinst the Lat-
ter-day taints thuirpreva.ﬂed during
this past winter. You have had op-
portunities of underatznding this to
some extent, for yuu Lave fels that
influence here, and you have seen
its effects in the reculls that have
been wroughtout. And I suppose
if we were like other people we
should have been terribly alarmed
&t the manifestations we have wit-
‘nessed, There wse a tlme when It
seemed az though all heil had brok-
en looze, and that nothing lesa thau
the entire destruction of the organ-
Jzation of the Ohurch of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Balnts
would  satisfy popalar:  cla-
mor. A most extrsordinary

manifestation, ecpeclally when we
consjder the absence of all provoca-
tion for such sn outburst of wrath.
If a pereon last winter had come
into Utah Tesrritory and travelled
throngh our setilements, visiting
tlie houses of the people and exam-
huing the condition of altairs here,
he would have found it difficult to
understand the cause of a!l the ex-
eitement that was raging through-
out the United Biates concerning
this pecple. If there ate thove who
do not believe in the exlstence of
apiritual powsre and influences let
them examine into this Utabh gnes-
tion ard the effects of 1ta agitation
upon tha public mind, and it zeems
to me they must be convinced that
there are nnseen powers which o
eraie upon the muuds of the peop.
at large, to prodoce smoh extraordin-
ary outbursts of prejudioe and pas-
gion 1e we have witnessed—Hity
millions of people stirred up from
one end of the land to the other by
a tornado of passion, unreuscning,
bliad, besotied, bloodthirsty, which
has carried men and women before
it, and hae dethroned reason, con-
oerning a people who were gaistly
pursuing their savocations, molesting
none, doing nothing that could be
construed by any reasonable person
into anylhiag that would be offen-
Bive.

It is generally supposed that we
are living In an enlightened age.
Popniar preachera claim that this iu
the crowning generation tor light,
and knowleuge, and truth; that we
are living in faet, in the fuil blaza of
Goepal Light and glory. Politiciana
alip clatm that this republican gov-
ernment of the Unlied States 1s the

fruit of the ripened experience
of &ll the ages, the pro-
doct of the sccumulated wis

dom of the centuries, that haman
nspirations finds the fullest develop-
ment nnder our form of govern-
ment, This ia the buast of the press,
and lhese are the teachings of the
pulpit. And yet, through azenciea
which boset of their ezlightenmeant
this whirlwind of passion to which
I have allnded—this spasm of feel]-
ing that has convulsea the natlon,
has awept aver the land, and every-
_thing has been done that was possi-
bie to make it destructise in its ef-
fects npon the objects of its wrath,
I have thought,and have sometimes
expressed myeself, that 1f lies could
destroy a people, We 8hould have
been burled out of sight Jong ago.
The basest and most mallgnant and
moat croely the mest unfounded and
causeless misrepresentations and
talsehoode have been circniated, and
men and women who knew nothicg
abont usy preachers who had vo idea
cf our real belief, and editors who
had no oonoeption of the true condi-
tion of affairs in thia Terrifory, have
all lent themselves, sometimes an-
derstandingly and other times igno-
rantly to do everything In their
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power Lo destroy an innocent people.
And whbat has beon the crine? We
have Leen accused of immorallty.
God -knows If that were to be a
crime sufficient to evoke dectruction
there would be other commuuities
vislled with wrath besldes curmeven
It we wers all that e are paloted.
But the fact is, thers i3 no other
Territory or Biuste in the United
Btates—and I sry this knowingly
and understandingly—where virtue
i respected, Tevered and protected
ad it 18 in U'lab. There is no other
community in the United Btates in
which more young men grow up to
manhood pure, in proportion fo the
population than in the Territory of
Utab,

As Il have repestedly said, we Le-
lieve in martlaye, we have opened
the door in thst direction, and we
eay 10 the peXxes marry; bk we close
the door In the other direction, aud
BAaY, you ahall not commit sdultery,
yout shall not reduuve, deflle, proeti-
tute o; lead astray innocent peinge;
if you do, and we uad the power, we
would punish you. ILbseems like a
paradox that thoee who do that
which is acoording 6o their religion
should be punished, while those who
irample upqn their religion should
go free. And yet this is really true,
All that we can be accused of is, we
have embodied in oar religion prac-
tices that belonged to the Fa'rl-
arghs, which we belleve, and o de-
clare, God has revealed Lo us, for the
purposes of sulvetion and of predue-
ing greater purity and of checking
the figod of vice that {3 sweeping
through the land and eapping the
foandstion ef this natlon and all the
nstions of Christendom. We have
adupied the prineiple of plural mar-
risge as part of dJur religion. We
have not led women astray, we have
protected them. We have not oo-
erced lhem or used violence, but
have thrown around them a shleld
of protection and at the eame time
have leit them to exercise the rullest
liberty and the most extenslve right
of Iree choice In every respect, Bui
Lhisis a sip; this e hocks, we are Lold,
the moral sence of the nation.
While, on the other hand, there ars
communities who say they do no¢
believe in adultery or in seduction—
that ig, their re fgion leashen them
that theew thiogs sre wromg, bat
many of whoze members practice
theee crimes, and yet they puss
along unnoticed and nnd!sturoved.

Balv Lake City is 2,400 miles from
Washington—a remote place; it
might be enpposed the effect of our
examples, 1f they were bad, would
oot reach that distaneejthat if thero
was Dy canisgicn fowing from our
practiose it would have expended
tis foroe befose traveling that far,
But tn Washiagton 'City, st the
bead of the government, where
Congreed has unquestioned juriedic-
tiop, there s+ Do Iaw agalnat
adultery; no one can be punlskted in
the District for violating the mar-
riage vow; that escapes ths atten.
tion of Congress. Bo with fornica-
tion; it goes unpunished, unlees it
should be of so flagrant & churacter,
done in o open and Indecent n
manner a8 to exelte publio condem-
gaton, Now if morality were to be
achieved it mighé be thought that
Washington woald be s fine fleld
for the exercise of the power Lthat is
unquestiopably invested in the
Congress of the United Btates, [
presenied this view of the ques-
tion to Beoator Edmunds when
this bill, which hsas einoe become a
law, was being dischaced. I culled
bia atientien to the fact that it was
not an anfrequent thing, in faking
up An evening paper in Washington
city, to read accounts of the finding
of twoor three infants that had been
cist away or deseried by their in.
human mothers, icand in vaoang
lots and in out-of-the.way places,
anpd that 620 in the most elegant
city to be found in the Upited
Btates. It appeared to me,as I said
to him, that Washington was a
splendid field for the exercice of the
power of Congress, Lt it was a
sipcers wieh to check immorzlity

&ny to put down vice that prompted
the Edmunds blll, however mits-
tzken Ita suther mightbein his
Ideas respecting the existence of
these eviis In Utab, the best place
o commence was at the head. But
it was plain to be seen that nothing
in that bill was designed toreach

real vioe, to etrike down im-
morality; i was a blow
at our rellgions  practices,

To be sure, however, as to what the
ntent of tjle bill really was, and to
know thisfrom his own lips, I aek-
od him if aduolterers could be pun.
fshed in Utah Terrltmg-‘ ander the
provislons of the bill, 8 reply was
that if a man who had one wife
were to live openly and continuous-

ly with another woman he oould
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be punished under it; but adalterers
would pot be very likely to expose
themee!ves to the operatious of the
law tn that manner. He said thas
“yporadle eaces of adultery conld nos
be punisbed by this bill.” I thought
the reply one of which a Benator of
the Untted States shonld be gsham-
ed. I bave kpown Benalor Ed-
mands for some time, and bave had
some admiration for him; bat I de-
olare I blushed for him when he
made the reply that ¢“sporaalo caste
of adultery” could not be punished
under ihe provsions of this bill, now
become law.

Now, yon can ree what thedesign
i, I& 13 not to punish immorality.
If Jmmorality were the cbject to be

 roached, that law would have Leen

made brodd enough for every caae,
whether they be practices, what
they term under relizious gulre, or
practites In violation of religion.
What tben is the object of the mea-
sure? It is to etrike down a promi-
Bent feaiure of cur religlon; that ia
iw ohjeot, aud there Is no gther ob-
Ject w be achieved. It isthe fact
that we make marriage a part of our
religivn that excites animouity, and
theilue determined to destroy us.

“If you were t protect immorali-
ty aod not call it religlon,”
I have bren told many and many a
time, **we should not object to it;
but yon are ssnctioning by theforms
of rejigion thai which we cannot
eudury, aud which is hatefal to our
civilization.” It is the G
ceremony, that is the offensive part
of It; it 1s, in other worde, the mar-
rying that excites dislike and
hatred.

Now, is this to be wondered at? I
do not wonder at it; I am notear-
prised at ali st this feelfug; for the
reason that I bave always expected
that this doctrine, like every doc-
trine connected with this Charch,
would excite the bitter hatred of
Wose who opposs the work of God.
It was the fact thai the Prophet
Joseph Bmith aud the- Elders of
this Church declared that revelation
had been received from (lod, that
excited animosity in the fisst place.
The Elders of this Church might
have preacbed any docirines they
pleased andnot 2aid they bad been
taught them by revelation, nor by
speoial divine ussistance, nor by an-
gels having cowne from imnvan. buat
preached them ss the speculations
of men, as dootrines discovered,
framed and arranged by men, by
some theologiansof eminent ability,
and they would have had no parti-
calar difficuity. In preaching pre-
cizely the same docirlnes we now
preach, that is, the frst pripciples of
the Gospel, & ¢hweh might bave
been oade obie of the most popalar

chirrches opon the face of the
earth.
But what was it that excited ani.

mosity? It was the declaration that
Godhad spoken{rom the heavens and
had restored the primative Gospei
in its original purity and power,and
tbat we had tho power and authori-
ty to administer in the ordinances
of the Goepel throngh which had
been restored the gifin and bleseings
and powers that pertained o the
Gospel in the daye of Jesus. [t was
this declaration that excited ani.
moaity throughout the religions
world sgaingt the Latter-day Sainte
In the beginming. Every presober
felt that he was condembed by this
dezclaration. If we had stoad upon
the same platform sa they, seying
that our orgsnisation was the resnlt
of mau's wisdom, we shonld ‘then

have had some sympethy from|Iig

them. But because our Elders de-
clared that God had epoken, and
that we preached tha{ which had
beeu revesled to us, animoslty was
excited, and mobs rose againei us,
eulertaining the most bitter feol-
ingr, and committing the moat ter-
rible ouirages,

It is fntereating reading now, in
this yaar of onr Lord, 1882, to go
back to that which cccurred fifty
yesra sgo, in Mliasonri, soen after
this Chureh was organised. The
charges against us ihen were that
we belleved in Prophets, that we
bslleved in revelation, that we be-
lieved In bealing the sick, according
t0 the patlern in the New Testa-
ment, that we were 20 credulons ae
1 belleve tbat God would work
miraoles; and the crowning accues-
tion was that we were Yaniees and
sbolltionists, and therefore were
unfit to Iive in the State of Misson.
. I eay, ¥ i interesting in
these diys to go back and
resd the documents isued by
the mob in 1882-3 in Jackson Congn-
ty; Missourl. There was no plural
marriage then lo cause offense. The
ery agalnst ut then was, that we
belleved thatGod was a God of rev-
elation as He was in ancient days;

that He was the same God in this,

the 19th century, that He was in
the first century of the Christian
ers, when Jesue and the Apostles
minlstered smong men. This waa
contkldered eofficlent canse for mots
to organise themepelves and drive cur
people from thelr homes and landa,
and to kill some of them.

If we were to practice plural mar-
riage in some other manner, and
not sanctify it by the forms of reli-
glon; if we were 1o be gullty of any-
thing of this character, separating it
entirely from all reiigious ceremo-
nies and ordinances, there would be
iitile, i anything, eaid sabout us, To
judge from expreezions I bear, I do
not suppose 1t would exciie any
particniar animosity,

We, ma 3 people, have to paes
through theee ordeals. It isa great
consolation to me, it has been while
I bave been absent, to know that
we are fighting the battles of religi-
oue lberty for the entire people; 1%
might be eaid, for the entire world.
And there le no people ¢n this con-
tinent In eo good a position to do
this to-day a3 we are, for there ia no

pie sc well organised ns We aro,

N¢ man, eingle-handed, oould do
what we are doing; o half dozeb
men could de it; they wonld be
crushed. ILet any mao go out from
this place and attempt, single-hiand-
ed and apart from any other organ-
fzation, to fight the battle that we
are fighting, snd he would sgon be
over whelmed, But we are an or-
ganized commwupity; we can live
here as we did in the early days
without help from any other souroe
except God. We can raise our foud;

—,
—

of the United Btates, “You mu}
enact cerbaln laws; we demand it
¥ou, onr congregations demnand §
Yoo must put down ‘Mormonisy
We do nut want that relizion, - %
arn Methodists; we are Preabytyg
&ne, or we rre somebody else, ay
we ¢all spon youo to mainiain orth
doxy ard to put down heterodoxy)
I would just as soonde dictated |
by the Pope of Rome, by Mr. Inga
soll or by a *Mormon® Bishop, asj |
be dictuted by popular preachers
to what [ must aceept as religion, {
Fault is foond with us in th |
Terrzitory because it ta eaid the his
arcby dictates legielation; bat w )
f

Lpow thiais not true. [ wich 3
oculd dictate it more than it is don
We have our views Jike other o)
zene, but who has ever known the
tobe foreed opon any? And, Ji
thig la the head and front of om&
fending, namely, thatin Utah t
ia a theooracy dictating legialatio
Now who is it that has demanded
Coungress this Edmundas Iaw agaia
Utah? It hzs been the pulpit ofa
nation, the orthodox pulpit, Iti
their bshests this legiplatlon

been enacted. They would deali‘
us; and if they cowid do this th
they wonld targ tbheir atten tlon
somebody elie—the Catholks, ti
Infidels, the Spiritualists — the
would not be aatisfled until the
obtzined what they call “unifory |
ty.” They do the very thing the'
selves that they charge us withg
ing, and which they pretend
desire to prevent in thia Territof
It ie this principle of freedo
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we can make our clothing, If tt be
nece:3ary we ean pinch ourselves,
dispense with luxuries, ard can live
on thore thinge which are barely es-
sential to Jife. 'We do not nece:ea-
rily have to depend upon olher peo-
ple for support. If grasshoppers
come and sweep our flelds, as they
have done, there iz no ery from Utab
to the general government for help.
We have borne these sffiictions un-
nesisted by our fellow citizens; and
we have proven to our own ssklefac-
tion, if not to the natlon at large,
that we are capable of sustaining
ourgelves, Therefore, when wrath
is excited against ve, we do Dot lpae
employment, we do not lsse food,

we are not turnod out of oor houses
nor otherwise impoverished; because
we have the elementa In our own
mhdst from which we can draw a
living, and we know hew to use
them for our own eustenance, and
for the preservation of those who
are dependent upon us. Hence we
are ln an excelient position to fAght
the battles of freedom; and it is the
moet gloriour warfare that men or
women wWere ever engaged in. I ex-
pect we shall eontinue to contend
for liberty, not with phyeical wes-
poos but with steadfast moral coun-
rage, deepite the Edmunds law, des-
pite the Poland iaw, despite the law
of 62 or any other law that msy be
made In violation of the Constita.
tion, and of the Bill of Rights. We
sball have to cobtend uncearingly
for those prineiples, without waver-
ing or ylelding ope iota in our deter-
mination. [ elaim this not for Lat-
ter-day Baints alone, but I ciaim it
for every msn and woman in this
Republic, for 1 say  that
the men and women in this
great natfon have the right to
worehipGod according to the dictates
of thelr own c¢onsciences, as long us
they do not, in so doing, Jaterfere
with the rights of thelr fellow citi-
sens; aund I clatm that they have the
bt to do thiz, despite the Bupreme
Court deolsions, despite the uction
of Congress, despite the expres-
sions of pulpit and press; and I am
willing to eoutend for that lberty
for every mean and wornau whether
they be of the Msthodist, the Pres.
byterian, the Episcopalian or any
other persussion, or whether they
be believers in the dootrine or views
of Col, Robert Ingersol. God Las
given us this right, and He has
given anto us onr ageucy. If we
violate His will, He will punish og;
He has threatened us with punish.
nent if we do B0, and we are respon-
tlble to Him, and not to the Con-
gress of the United States, not tothe
Prevident of tbs United Siates,nor to
any human being; woeare responsi-
ble alopne to our God, and there is
no power upon the earth that can
Juatly deprive me or deprive you of
thisright. They may, by force ot
power, by illegal measures and un-
constitutional laws do .this; men
may ba impriscued oz slaio; but the
inciple that I pow deciaro fa o
damentai, a constitntionsl prin-
ciple, and it will endure. Andthe
day wiil come in this land when
every man wii} have this right, re-
%arcllus of his profession. Are we
a be dictated to by popular preath-

ere? Huch men say to the Congress

which I have been speaking t
are determinad to maintain;
ehall contend for it to the ve
termost as long as life re
This ia the feellng I have.
not feel the eame? I am sure
do; I know ydu alido; I n
cnﬁ for any expression of your
in We cannot ﬂghht Iaw;
munst pabmit to 1aw, the law

more powerful than we are; but
cando as John Bunyan eald:
cannot obey, but I can suffer.”
cacnot remonnce our religion;
cannot throw It aside; wa

frample upsn the command
of Qod; bat we can enduore th
alty of obeying God’s 1aw, ev.
be imaprisonment. It is part o
contract. We know what o

had to endure for the relig
Jesus, and if we axpect to obta
same glury as they, we munat
pared to endure the same
guenpes.

Idonot roske these remar
stir up feellnge of deflance. It
be a most unwise and & mos
fortunate pesifion for oa to
to place ourselves In an attit
deflance against the laws of
land; but while we do not defy,
at the pame time shall maints
hope, the principlea of liberty,x
claim thera for every man andw!
man a8 welias for ourselves, %
shall never cease our efforia, ] hop
untt] from ons end of the Jandl
the other men and women osn we
ship God whether they be Morms)
or infidel, or whether they belir
in Buddha, or sre belisvers Int
God of Iarael, the Lotd of the wit
earth, or wombip s wooden go!|
without interference or Interm
tion fron: others s long as they
not trezpass upon or interfere wi

the rightz of their fellaw oitimens.
ought to have this right, and no ant
should seek to deprive themof it.

The moat noneensical srgoment|
bave been used against usin con
ssqusence of our clafming livetiy e
this kind. Bay some men; Sup
there wete Thugs in this counin
or Hindoos who believed in buruiy:
widows as they did in Indis, shal
the goversment not have the righi
to pui down such murdera and sou
ceremonjes of cremation? Bap
pose that human sacrifice was deem
ed proper by some religious sect ané
should be called a rellgious ordi
pance, doyou mean t6 say tha
Government has not the righti ¢
Interfore with and to stop the taking
of life in such a way?

Certainly, I have never esidi)
had not, ne:ther have [ elalmed i
when I have eaid that we had)
xight to practice this featare of ow
religion. There 1» a very wide
diatinction, but maLy do nol
seem to understand the differsnce
There are certain acts that ape
crimes io and of themselves; theyl
are not made so by statatory law;,
one of these s yurder. I3 alwan
Was & orine sgkinst nature and al-
ways will be, He who takes the
lifeof a fellow being commlits 3
erime, even if it sheuld be in a land
where there 1s no law; i4 ia in and off
Iteell & crime—~malum in se. It
aeeds no statotory Iaw fo make it so.
Marriage occuples a very different

position from this. Before the law,
of 18682 was passed by Congress |
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