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gther point of view, it can-
not be concealed that the marching of
these heordes, ipeignificant as the
movement as yet may be, is a syruptom
of a ocondition favorable lo disturbances
of agerious nature. What shape those
may assume, should at last the various
elements of discontent be united for a
giant Jemonsirativn directed against
the government, can at present only be
a suhject for conjeciure. ‘But the dis-
aster that would resuit could not be
conflped to s party. It wouid affect
the whole codntry. Lwooking at this
perioua aspect of the pbenomenal un-
dertabing, sestime.tality must be put
aBide for Lhe gquestion of an effective
remedy. The demands of the laboring
clagses are to a greal exteot just, any
there musl be jegitimate means of
meeting them. HEven the fownfall of
the Roman republic might have beem
prevented had those in anthority heeud-
od the warning voice ol their best
citizeus. Concesgions to the toiling
classes of this country ars demanded.
To accede to them a8 [ar as jusiice and
the interests ol all permit will be the
best policy and the only means con-
oelvable of preventing dire uisaster, It
men in trusted positiona coutinue Lo
wailow in moral Bith, exposed to the
gaze of the public, while nepotism,
gellishness and arrvgance ate rampant
and tbe poor are treated ues the caunaillie
whose inleresis are unworthy oi cvou-
sideration, then it 1s high time tu pre-
pare for a catastrophe. The marchiug
army should be a warning and a time-
ly legson lo the American jeople.

A HISTOBIC BUILDING.

A few days ago Barapofl Castle,
around which there are more historical
associations than apy other building

in Alasska, was destroyed by fire., The
place was the property of the Uniteu
States, and Tol several years bas bewn
the headquarters of the government
officials, At the time of the fire R, .
Rogere, U. 3. commissioner, was the
only person in the castle. He was 1n
the second slory, and whena ne discov-
ared the lames his esgape by the stair.
way was cubl off. He was about te
jnmp from the window to the ground,
forty feet below, when sesistance ar-
rived and & rope was thrown to him by
which he was able to descend, He
had passed barely out of the window
when the floor upon which he had
been standing feil 1nto the Hire beneatn.
A large numcer of valuable books and
papers were desdtroyed.

‘fhe caslie, which 1s on the island of
Sitka, was buili upon an eminence
commmending au excellent view ¢f the
town and harbor. In appearance it
resembled more a cuuntry holel
than & castle. It derived 1ts name
from the Russian governor, Baranoif,
whe lived there jo the early part of the
century and ruled the people with an
iron hand. At that time the gov-
ernotehip of Russinu America was con-
sidered by Muscevite nobles a desirable
poeition, and many holable meuw inthe
czar’s domains made the castle their
stopping place at different times,

Alead1vg historical feature connected
with Baranoil castle 18 tbe fact that it
way from its roof that the Stars and
Stripes was fung to the hreeze on
October 9, 1867, taking the place of the
eagles of the czar, and signaling the

trapsfer of 580.000 squate miles of
territery from Russlan to A merican
domlnion. Many nDoted personages
slood upon the balcony of the old
edifice and witnessed the ceremonies.
At alater date Lady Franklin, then
elghty years of age, vislted the place
in search of some trace of her missing
husband, Bir John Franklin,and made
the castle her home during her stay.
Wm. H. BSeward, througun jwhose
efforts, aided oy Charles Sumnper and
otherg,the vast territoty was secured lot
this country by peaceable meaneg, nlao
slopped there rome fime on his travels
afler his retirement from office. From
these historical aescciations tbere
clustered around the castle an interust
that causes regretl among Americans at
itz deatruction,

UNITING CHRISTENDOM.

Among the congresses to Lie held at
the Midwinter Fuir at Ban Francisco
is ope of represcntatives of the various

religious denominations. This re.
liglows congress is to be in session for
elgnt days, commencing on A pril 16.
An elaborate program has heen pre-
pated for discussion, aod learned
professors of religion wili discourse on
Judunism, Thelem, Buddhbism, Christi-
anity, Points of Agreement in All
Reiigions, and Eindred topice. A
lvading teature §s to be a developunent,
8u far av practicable in such gatherings,
loward wbset is designated as a Re-
uvivn of Chrisiendom, the advocates
ol which are growlng very numerous
and are Huding hut little antagonism to
{helt scheme,

Tuat u proposition for the suggested
unionshouly rapiuly gain favor amohy
seciarians ls not to De wondered al.
I'rue, tbere was & (ime, and
thst but a fow yeats ALZO,
when leading lightsof the vatious Prot-
estant Jenominations justifivu a dis-
ruption of Cnristianity inio secis on
the grouud of neceseity in the consti-
tution of a body for the church-——that
it was a8 essential as hands, leet and
other members were for the body ot
mau. Buotitis now realized that the
disruption theory does nol mean a
classification into one body of different
parts, as members of one organization,
but tearing piecemesl the bouy. As it
is clear that such a line of procedure
must uitimately bring destruction, the
idea of division §8 not now advocated
to any extenl, hut another plan of
aclion ie Bougbt to be worked out,

None will question the claim that a
unlon of Chrisjendom upon principles
that would iaeet the approbation of
the Almighty would be a glerious

copsummation of a great plan.
It would be & long siride in
the way¥ of brioging men to

s unity of the faith and a perfect
knowledge of the truth of the Guepel
of Christ. Such a magnpificent work
would be nothing short of a miraculous
exhibition of tne power of GGod, there-
fore to be & complete sucuess it would
have to_be in striet accord wiith His
lawe, and under His inspiration and
guidance. But the scheme proposed I8
being operated upon different ilnee.
There is ne claim that it is o response
to a revelationor cummand of God, In
fuet the persons who are engineering it
repudiate the 1dea thatthe Almiguty
communicates His will in these days

by His own voloe to men or through
the medium of heavenly messengers.
The suggested plan of unlon js of.
human conception.

The flpal outcome of the move-
ment, which may develop many
changlog features, it is not diffi-
cult to foretell. All of the
sectarian chutches sprang from
cone source; they were &i one

time wituln the roid of that power
which sugceeden the primitive Coureb,
aDd wnicu persecuted and put to
weath tire disciples o! Christ—‘‘made
wal witn the Saini8 aud overcame
them™—ull the GQospel waes driven
from asmong the nations. No matler
whalt particular cl.im oi Buccession,
direct or otherwise, any of them may
present, tne powel namied was once
the universal head, By relormation
or apostasy, of olher meanps, sc hism,
uruse, a0u the formation of new relig-

lous ordera lolivwed. Yet nmot-
witnstanding the difterence of views
held by these, they all were

dauy bters of the same mother chureh,

At one time, in thiscentury,it mighy
have seemed impossible to get any two
of the sevis in combination, so vilal
wers the differences helween tbem,
Take for instanoce toe chle! representa-
tives of the two couceptions of spiritual
1aw, the Romish and the Presbylerian
churches. Tue former is the determined
auvocate ol one conception, aod the
latter of the other. Tne Papists hold
tnat the basis of spiritual faw 18 &
di1vine autnority vested 1a the churgh
and a divine power and grace com-

mulicated to the churech’s officers,
The Presbytetians hold that the
spiritual jaw 8 revealed 1n the
bovke of the DBible, anu that this
revelalion is  npot only Iiteral,
but unique and ccmplete. Alli other

Beotarian organizations are founded on
a moditication of one or the other of
these two ideas; as the Jpiscopal
church has modifieu the Romish idea,
8o the Baptiste and Methodists and
Cougregationalists have modified the
other idea,

With the situation left at this point
any effort to unite ail factious in one
muet result in fallure, The two ldeas
referred to are esseutially contradic-
toty. They canpot he made to amal-
gamale; one ol the cther must be given
up, for the presence ot both 18 division.
Beyoud this, the Presbyterian iden,
with its distortion of the docitines of
predestination and election, and Ro-
manismx  with 1ts  ritualism and
priesteraft, are eo repuisive to those
who take a comprebensive view of the
justice of God and brotherhood of man
that they reveal another element that
is a8 antagonistic t» both as they are to
each other.

But in the Jight of recent events it ia
quite Lrobable that these radical con-
cepiicns and their oublzrowth may be
a¢c varied in form a8 to admibl of a
coalition. For inetance, the Presby-
terinn idea has undergone % great
change through the elimination of the
infant damnpation patt of the creed anpd
its modification regarding the irrev-

ocable condition of man after
death, At the BAme time,
the pope BE8L MEes an altl-
tude of leniency in dealing with the

United Btates that was never before
kpnown toward other goveraments.
There is 8 lessening of the rigidity
which existed to the extent thatl there



