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alarm, for there is plenty of room in
thim vast country for many years to
come. In England, for Instance, there
are 310 inhabitants to the square mlle,
while in the United States there are as
wet only 18 The state of Texas alone
t8 equal in arca to France, Great
Britain and Germany; these countries
find room for about 126,000,000 inhabi-
tants, while Texas has only two mll-
lions.

But while the gquestion of over-popu-
lation does not seem to be of immediate
concern, It is high time that some dis-
eretion should be exercised in regard to
the class and quality of immigrants
seeking our shores. Manifestly it Is
the criminals and the physically dis-
abled persons,rather than the 1lliterate,
that should be excluded. Among the
Jatter sometimes are found the sturdy
‘home-buliders 80 necessary for the
development of the country's latent re-
sources, while from the former are re-
cruited the enemies to and charges
upon society and the government it-
#elf, The best patriotism Ia of course
to be found among those who have at
least education enough to understand
fand value Amerlcan institutions, and a
Jove for these ought perhaps to he ex-
acted as a first qualification; but the
country would suffer less from ten
thousand poor and unlearned but hon-
est pew-comers than from a hundred
gducated trouble-breeders and scoun-

rels.

THE YALUFE OF PEACE.

Nineteen hundred years have passed
away since the anboubcement first wan
made that He who was called the
Prince of peace had come to dwell

among men. For nearly mineteen cen-
turles the message of peace has been
rehearsed on earth; nations have
bowed in reverent adoratlon while lis-
tening to the story. Yet the practical
restlts seem to be almost nil. ‘There
is today not a continent where militar-
jsm does not hold sway, and the whole
earth peems to be trembling with the
heavy tread of marching armles, the
sound of cannon and the agony of hu-
man beings wounded and dying on
pangiinary battle fields. Besides, prep-
arations seem to be golng on for wars
which In the interests Involved may
outdo any on record in the annals of
mankind. The era of peace predicted
at the advent of the Son of Man is ap-
parently ag far away as ever.

We say apparently., For in fact the
friends of peace have made steady and
marked progress in the world z=ll the
time and the cloge of this century finds
n vast army ready to battle for the
establishment of permanent peace oD
earth. It has been poesible In later
years for the war lords of Europe to
reconclle the nations to the burdens
fmposed upen themn by the standing
armien only on the pretext that their
maintenance was needed for the con-
tinuation of peace. This 1s slgnificant.
It marks a long step forward from the
time when the warrlor was recognlzed
as the only member of soclety worthy
of honor and glory, and when whole-
pale mansalaughter and robbery were
considered as necegsary an occupation
af hunting and fishing., The cause of
peace Is galning, and when the time
comes, a change In the affairs of the
world will take place suddenly.

The questlon of war or peace is not
one of pentimentality merely. It s
one which our practical age can read-
tly grasp. The cost of a war and of
keeping an army ready for war I3
something enormous, even when the
pacrifice of life is not taken into ac-
count. A contributor to the Review
of Reviews estimates that the wars of
Furope during the present century have
cost over one hundred hillion dollars,
Suppose, 8ays the author, that the nine-
teen American republics should during

the coming century expend that sum]of yielding a substantlal revenue and

on public improvements, what would be
accomplished? That money would
build the Nicaragua canal; the Inter-
continental rallway uniting the repub-
lics of North, Central and South Amer-
ica; the Florida ship canal; improve
the Misaissippl river and its principal
tributaries and protect the valley from
deatructive floods; improve the Ama-
zon and its tributaries;
La Plata and other rivers in the vari-
ous republics; improve all the great
harbors of the Atlantie, Gulf and Pa- |
cific coasts; irrigate the arid lands of
the great West, and thereby quadruple
the value of the 600,000,000 acres of
public lands still owned by the general
government; erect much needed new
public buildings in the capitals of the
nineteen republics and in their great
commereial cities; bulld lighthouses
and life-saving stations, and inaugurate
and complete hundreds of other publie
tmprovements that would glve employ-
ment to labor and add to the proaper-
ity and wealth of the republics.

A matter that Involves such an enor-
mous sum s of publle interest, The
figures prescnted are a welghty arg
ment for international peace and Ar-
bltration.

THE GERMAN EXFPEDITION.

Europe is laughing at the bombastic
apeech of Emperor William on the oc-
caslon of the departure of the German
squadron for eastern Asia. As will be

remembered the Xnaiser gravely told
s brother to strike with his mailed
hand anyone who should infringe upon
German rights. The patriotic press en-
ters into the splirit of the solemnity
and speaks concerning the Germans
about to "defend the cross’’ and “enter-
ing upon a new era of conquest.”

French papers are much amused at
fhis rhetoric. They argue that it Is
grotesque, since the question is of a
jaunt as free from danger as if it were
arranged by Cook's excurslon agencles,
The English papers take the same
jocular view, The Graphiec does not
believe that either laurels or flsts will
be in demand. That paper “sincerely’
hopes that the elements will not have
heen serlously disturbed by the
carthshaking accents of the imperial
rhetoric.”

It may be a question, however,
whether the imperial figures of speech
have a hidden meaning, incomprehen-
slivle at present but eapable of a more
literal interpretation when the purport
of the Chinese expedition I8 fully un-
derstood. Germany firmly belleves that
Russia oWwes her some consideration
for non-interference in the negotlations
between Japan and China. and also
that France is Iindebted to her for as-
gistance rendered 1ipn the selzure of
Tunis. The time has now come, in the
eastimation of the government, for the
Germans to make further colonlal ex-
panelon, and the posaibility of a serious
contest for this "right” may not be far
away.

The Kaiser's ambition in this matter
ia not confined within narrow boun-
daries. He 18 reported to have gald
to Count Zichy: "“You should visit
Chilna: by the time that you get there,
vou wlill find Prince Henry emperor
of China.” And this {8 by Germans re-
garded as less of a joke than may at
first appear. In a recent cable from
London to the New York Evening Post
the subjoined guotation from the Ger-
man national organ in Vienna s
given:

“Why should not Emperor Willlam
found a second India for Germany In
China as a means of imperial aggran-
dizement andof averting the social revo-
lution threatened at home? Klao-Chou,
with its harbor and hinterland. which
Germany i annexing, I8 as large as
Wales and full of people. It is capable

the Orinoco, ; League, whose one desire

of becoming the stepping off place for
the acquisition of the central divislon
of Chinn. These possibilities will come
home to John Bult when he has done
hie laughing. Anticipating that time
and taking advantage of the state of
mind bordering on frcnzy to which Ger-
man trade rivalry has reduced ao small
section of the British people, the Navy
ia for In-
creased naval armaments, yesterday
sent round to London editors a docu-
ment marked ‘Private and Confidentlal,’
begging them to awaken the publie
to the peril of the ‘deadly enemy,
sllently, steadlly and stealthily prepar-
Ing to strike England down. In the
end they will gtlcceed, for so soon a8
the German emperor gets his naval
vote through the Reichstag—and that
seems the most obwvious purpose of
these Klel antics—so surely will the
cry go up for a proportionai !ncrease of
the British navy.'"

That Russla is preparing for the
worst appears from a San Francisco
dispatch stating that the czar’'s agents
have recently made extensive purchas-
es of army supplies in the United
Htates, ostensibly for the garrison at
Viadivostock, and that several flrms
have heen invited to bid on an immense
quantity of provisions. It is believed
there that hostilities are imminent be-
tween Russia and Japan. and in that
case Prince Henry could hardly remaln
Inactive, especially if, as is now gen-
erally understood, the occupation of
Klao-Chou by the Germans and Port
Arthur by the Russians §s part of &
prearranged program. All things con-
pgldered, the German expedition may
find more serious work to do than the
occupation of a convenient place for a
coallng station.

CITY OF REFUGE NEEDED,

Kentucky has a murder trlal that is
attracting attentlon because of a prin-
ciple involved. Some time last July
Jacob Hareis killed his wife's lover,
Thomas H. Merritt. Harris had sus-

pected his wife for some time and on
the evening of the tragic event followed
her for four hours, armed with a re-
volver, borrowed for the occnsion, At
1ast he saw his rival sitting on a bench
in the park in company with hls wife.
He watched them and then crawled up
behind them. When Merritt found
that he was watched he ran, but Har-
ris emptied his revolver at him and he
fell dead about fifty yards from the
bench where he had been sitting. The
wlife left, too, before the enraged hus-
band could settle with her in the way
he intended to do.

At the ensuing trial Harris told his
story. Judge Falconer declared that
the crime was murder, but as Merritt
had destroyed Harris’s home and
wrecked hia 11fe, the act was justifi-
abhle under "“a higher law than the
criming] code.”

A few days ago the Fayette county
grand jury reversed this theory of n
“higher law than the criminal code”
and indicted the slayer of Merritt for
murder in the first degree. The ques-
tion, therefore, must be dlscussed
whether there exisgts any law entitled
to judiclal recognition “higher” than
that rramed by the legislature of the
state; what the responsibility 1= of
man or woman who undertakes the
role of an avenger, in truly anclent
style,

In the case of Harris there was no
need of a sanguipary revenge. Why
djd he not reagon with his wife when
suspiclion first took possession of his
poul? Who known but that neglest In
this respect was responsib- for her
continulng in the erring course? From
all accounts he dogrged her ateps, pre-
pared to kill hoth the guilty parties aa



