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FIFTYSTHIRD ANNUAL
CONFERENCE.,

The Fifty-third Anuuval Confer-
esnce of the Couzch of Jeeos Christ
of Latter-day Baints met in the
Asgembly Hall on Friday, April8,
1853, at 10 o’clock &. m., as per ad-

journment.

Present on the stand, of the Firet
Prezidency: Jobn Taylor, George Q.
Cannon srd Joreph F. Bmith;of
the Apoetles: Wilford Woodroff,
Lorenzo Bnow, Erastue Snow, F. D,
Richarde, Altert Carrlngion, F. M,
Lyman, Moses Thatcher and (deorge
Teazdale; Coun:elore: Dsnlel H.
Wells and Jobn W, Young; Patri-
arch John Smiih; of the First Beven
Presidents of Seventier: Henry
Herriman, Jacob Gates, W. W. Tay.
ior, Beymour B, Young and Abra-
ham H, Cannon; of the Presiding
Biehoprie: Edward Honter,Leonard
'W. Hardy and Robert T. Burton.

Besides a Iarge reprecentation of
the jeading members of the Church
from the distant Stakes of Zion,

Conterence wus called to order by
President John Taylor.

The choir sang:

The great and glorious Geepel light
Has ushered forth unto my sight

Prayer by Elder F. M. Lymen,
L ] r

The cholr rang:

Come lsten to & Prophet’s voice
And bear the word of God.

FPRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

Baid that although we might be
crowded in this Asrembly Hall, ow-
ing to the dampuess of the Taber-

dom, the Zion of Qod,snd the au-

thority to continue the work be pe.

gan. The priveiples of good and

evil sre placed before us tbat we

ey choose which we prefer. But
we should realize that Ged and Hle
power are greater than Satsn and
the_ﬂ)wer of evll. God wili estab-

lish His kipgdom and will sccom-
plish all that has been predicted by

the holy prophoets, God did not
creste this earth and people it for
the Devil to posses jand ruie over,
He wi)l build up His own kingdom
and redeem Israel, the Jewe, and
His thints. It regoires a great deal
of fzith and labor on the part of
those whom the Lord bas raised up
and gathered here to accomplish
thie, but Cid has ruised up and
will ralre up men and geople
to aecomplish His work, Men were
known sud called to poeitions of
prominence. The Balnts areof Eph.
raim and #ve called to bulld up the
latter-day Zion. Thoogh there
seemed to be a scarcity of thore who
wereon tie Lord’s side, yet when
the Gorpel was sent forth it attract-
ed the honest from all nations., From
the beginning this work has con.
tinued to grow and it becomes more
and mo.e difficuli for the wicked to
prevatl 23 time ypasees.  Brother
Joseph F. Bmith has remarked, the
only time Batan bad any chance to
overturn this work wes on the day
it was organized. This kingdom had
beeun set up pever moreto be thrown
down, but wiil continue {0 progress
until Zlon shall be built up and be-
come the ‘l".?' and beasuty of the
whole earth. The Baints have been
trled ard proven even unto death,
and if they are not willing to do this
they will not be worthy to assooiste
with those who ma these cacri-
fices anciently. Jesus lnid down
His life for the truth, His Apostles
with one exceptlon died violent
deaths. Meny of this ple bhave
lost thelir lves In fﬁ‘:’s cause,
He 1s satinfled wi h their !ntegrity
In thie regard. XNor do I believe
that this peop!s will be required to
shed the bloou of the wicked, but
the Lord will fight onr battles sud

Weare makipg a8 record and will
have to meet it, when we poto the
other eide of the vell. May God
help usto be fatthful and true to
the end.

ELDER JACOB GATESR,

whete He would perform His great.
est work, On this Jand He estab-
Nshed thecity of Enoch; here Noah
preached to his generation; and here
the Lord will bulld again His Zion
and-sppesr in His gloiy. In His
own marvellons manper He kus

Itis a privilegeand a hlensing to at-
tend pseemblies of this kind. I have|
been in the Church for nearly ﬂftyl
years, have been acquainted with|
the leading aothorities of the
Church, have pasced through the
mény viclesitudes ibat they have
epdured, sod 1 never have eeen
apything to change the testimony
that I received when I embrmced

the Gospel. I deaire to 50 live that
I masy be one with them time
and eternity, I atx ‘nothing
better. I have prayed that I

might be preserved from shedding
human blood,and I am glad that Goua
has decreed that the wicked shall
play the wicked. I don't eare how.
mead they nre who do this, hut it is
not & work for Bainis. The Priest.
hood is that power by which the
Gods woik, ango by this power the
purposes of our Father will be ac-
complithed. The wicked will bere-
moved fust aa fast as the righteous
grow, aa tbe Book of Mormon eaye,
the bitter branches wiil be taken
away a8 the good ones increass, Ac-
cording to the revelation we must
become very numerous snd very
‘terrible, and the world will fear this
people because of the power of God
which will be with ibem, as was
the oice with Enoch and his eity.
What need have we to fenr when
we conslder the promises that God
has made concerning His Kingdom
and coming. Many great and im-
portant events are crowding upon
us, The Saints have passed through
-many privations, but God has been
with ns end has marvellously pre.
served and blessed ue, overruling
thoee thirgs that have been design-
ed for evil for our geod. 8o it wiil
be o the future, if we are faitbhful.
Israel was always prospered when
they served ibe Lard, butthey have
‘been scaitered and emitten by thelr
epemen when they forgot Him.
Bat 8¢ lerael bus been scaiter<d so

cauee the wicked to slay the wickeq,
that the hand- of this people may
not ks stained with the blood of
thelr fellowmen, but the sints

nacle it wes deemed advirable to
hold the morning’s mecting in this

building.
PRESMIDENT WILFORD WOODERUFF

Said we need tha spirit of the
Lord in every capacity we are called
to act in, whether in preaching or
administering m the ordioances of
the Gospel. Qovernments which
are a benefit to mankind, acknowi-

edged and protected the rights of

thelr citizens. Men are recognized
jn their lauded poeseesions. Why
ghould not the rights of God who fs
the Creator of all be acknowledged?
There bave beeu eome of His
chiidren who have been willing to

acknowledge the rule of Ged, but

such cases heve been comparatively
few. Many wars ware fought prior
to the supremacy of Rome, for the
politic sl power, but since that time
rivela of blood have been shed in
the pame of religion. The Lerd has

ralsed ap many men {o accompli:h | Th

His purpoees, thouph trey them-
selves might not have been oware
of thie. Even the warricrs of the
fges have been ralted up by Him.
When a pecple became wicked and
corrupt, the Lord chast/zed them,
This haebeen particularly illustrat-
ed in the poo;‘g{e whom the Lord
has chosen as His own, kingdoms
having been raised Dp to chastise
His people fer their transgreseicns,
Then the Lord pmote those who had
sfflicted His people in thefr turn.
There never have been as many im.
portant revelations given at any pre-
vivus time as in our day; all the
keys and blessings of every dispen.
sation have been restored through
the Prophet .Tos?h, who was a lit-
eral descendant of that Joseph who
was gold into Egypt. Many of the
Baints now living were personally
apquainted with Joseph Bmith, aud
can testify to the truth of his
tectimony and the validity of hLis
calling. The petting up of this king.
dom and its ultimate trlumph were
shown in a dream to Nebuchadnez.
zer, and the interprelation was
given to Daniel. We are livingin
the time referred to, and there
never was a kingdom of as great im-
riance as the one we are now jab.
oring to establleh. " Joeeph Bmith
Isbored im the minisiry fourteen
ears, and recelved during that time
al] the keys, ordinances and Priest-
hood that have ever been upon the
eartl, and thep, A’ter pasking faith.
tully through a iifecf trial &and per

will go ferth and labor in the Fem-
ples. Evar slnce the principle or
patriarchal marHage bLgy * besn
Eub]ishea to the world this p3ple

ave continced to prevail, ana i 'we
wil] keep the commandments of
Gid He wil take care ofus. A.lof
the laws aud ordinances of the Gos-
pel are eternal in thelr natere snd
all tne reghteous acte of the Holy
Pricsthood s1e reccguized 11 heaven.
Weehould be caleiu} how weuse our
positions. Weshould not complain
of a msn called to preidde over ns,
While God sustalns him I um wil-
llug to doso. I cam assore the
Balnts of one thing—that the Lord
will pot allow any man who pre-
slden over-his Choreh to jepd thfs
people satray. I know that God ia
#ith President Taylor snd his Conn-
Belore, and ‘s leading them right I
wouldsustaina mau in any sition
ho matter what his youth or age just
as long as the Lord sugiaine him.
ere 1s more unfon among the
Jeading authoritfe2 now than there
was in cur exrly history and this
principie in spreading sbroad. We
ghould sustain thoee over us in every
position, and all be careful to sus.
tain each other.
Priesthood can only be exercised In
rightecuenees and cannot be used to
puit down or opprees our hrethren.
Fhis has been jllustrated smong
this people in times that are past.

prejudice. We shoula be careful to
observe the laws and commeand.
mente of God. Let us labor in the
temples for the fedemption of the
living and dead, Jet us avoid bicker-
jugs and fanit finding. Let us Eeep
God’rcommandments, pay’our tith-
ing and preform ali our duthe. Let
us remember our prayera for they as-
cend into the ears of the Lord, and
he will be with this prople and they
wiltaccompliah all that has been
prophesied;concelning them, Those
who were the plonesrs in this caute
are paesing away, but others are be-
;25 raleed up to A11 their pisces, I

to warm all people to
bewaze of the way .they deal with
this pwﬁ]]e; for those who rise up
azainet them ehall not prevall, but
wlil broken snd fcattered, while
Zion will roll forth and £)] the
whole earth, It therefore behooven
us to observe all the Jaws and or.
dinances of the Gosﬁel, and the
Lord willnot forget His promises.
We will bulld the:e temples snd
complete them and attend to the

The powers of the |

We must beware of jeslously and|F

will Iarael be gathered again, and
&u fast ar the good grow the
wicked wili be removed. God has de-
creed that Zion shall be built up
sccording to the prephecies of an-
clent and modern times. Elder
Gates bore a strong testimony and
exhorted woll present to stead!ast.
ness and integrity In the Gospel.

FPREBIDENT BENKY HERRIMAN

I was very anxious toeome to this
Conference, and frel to thapk God
for thie privilege &nd opportunity. I
know that the words whichk have
heen spoken doring this Cunference
are the words of life, and 1 know by
my natural eenses apd by the revel-
atione of God to me that thia is the
work of God, and that it will spread
and grow until it ehall prevail over
the whole earth, preparatory to the
coming of ogur Lord. Let us seek
then to enjoy the splrit of the Lord
tuat we muy understand the will of
the Lord, and have strength to per-
form it. The Lord is pleased with the
unity ond faith of this people. 1
knew before I lett my home in the
south that through the falth and
bumility of this people the Lord
was haftiing their enemies, ardl
know that He will continoe to do so
if we will keep His cornmandments.

Meoting was adjourned il 2 p.m.
in the Lurge Tabernscle.

The cholr esng the anthem—

Slog ye Jehomah's pralsa
Benediction by President Jcesph
Bmith.

Friday, 2 p. m.
The Conference assembled in the
large Tabernacle as per adjourn-
nyent.
The Cholr sang:

0, Jesus, the giver of all we #njoy,
Qur tives t0 thy bopor we wish to employ.

Prayer by President George Q.
Cannon.
The Cholreang:

Z'on 5;a0ds with blies surrounded:
Zlon, keps by power divipe.

ELDER ERAHIUS SNOW

Baid, I desire to exprese my grati.
tude for the prayer offered up in my
behalf that I may be able to continue
my labore among the pecple of God.
For sorue time my healtﬁ has not
been of the best and I realize the
truth of the remsrks of Elder Wood-
roff [n reference to tbe ing
away of the niore aged of the Eld-
ers, From my youth vpward I
have wilneesed the progrese of this

work arnd the fulflment of the

been working among the natlons to
bring to paea His, purposes, moving
amoeng the ¢ppressed of many lande
whose minds were reaching out af-
ter more light, truth and lLiberty, to
gather opon this continent and
struggle for hnman freecom. They
suffered greatly untii they learned
to appreciate liberty and detest mie-
rule and tyranny. They buret the
thacklesl that bound the human
son] and broke the yoke from their
necks, Tbe Lord goided them to o
successful issue and directeu the
wite and patriotic fathers of our
countryantil they framed the grand
pystem of Goversment under which
we live, the beet form exleting or
that ever has existed among men,
eave it may be that which God di-
rectly revealed {o the patriarchs, It
is best calculated to promote religi-
ous and pollticsl freedom and majn-

of their fellows, they will befe:
accountable before God end shogy
be held accountzble to the pe
who placed them fn power. Ty
constitutional lawe of the land
to be sustalned by the people of li
Chbuich, and if any transgress the
they are to be delivered up to
d¢eall with thereby. The Jawng
the government of ;the Churck
to be treated ms such, snd thy
who violate them sre 1o |
| deelt with according to the disciply -
of the Church, bt though Lhey
take & couree to eatiefy the Ja
the Chzrch, if they have bhroken
law of the land they must auffer t
pengrlty thereof; then they may
gin sgain to serve God &nd prove
thelr brethren that their repentax
isgenuine, We are required of tij!
Lord, =& gaints, to forgive all m
thelr trespasses, hut we cannot
ford to override the laws of God
#ink at those who venture to doy
We muoat obeerve correct prineipl
ourselves and seek fo extend thel
to others, and as servanis of God,
our respective callings, to see th
no injguity prevaile in the Churg

tain the rights of inen than suny
other or earth. But it containa its
own imperfections and therefors
caunol endure Iur evel, 1n & Ievela-
tion given to tbe whole people in
the early days of the Church, they
were instructed to maintain the
Conatitation and reek for wire men
and good men to promote ite prinei-
pies (Resd from Doctrine and Cov-
enants page 342). I deem it of much
importance that these principles
should be impressad upon the minds
of sll the Latter-day Sainis and es-
pecially those within the pale of
this Government; to implant in the
hearts of our children a venetation

and that all. the varions officers ag
members of the Church perforn
their several duties,which none caz
be justified In neglecting. “Blesen
are they,” saith the Lord,'*who heg!
my sayings to do them all, for
shall be great In the kingdon
heaver; but whoso breaketh
lenst of them snd shall teach n
£0, ehall be cailed least in the &
'dom of heaven.” God cannot k§f
upon ein “with the leaet degres|’

lowance.” As a whole, this is §'
best people the Lord can find in thy
earth, who have been moved o
by the Holy Gheet and the pread:

for human rightsand a desire to be-
come scquainted with the con-

stitutionat Jaws of the land
that they may apply them
for the benefit of all sho

come under their inflaence. Alcofor
the putting down of opprecsion and
the evils that atilfet meckind,
has designed thls goveroment to aid
in the establishment of His Church
and Kingdom on the earth and the
furtherance of His great purpores,
As long as the people maintain vir-
tue and Integrity He will sustain it,
and at no time willthe Latter-day
Sainte stund fastificd befole Gcd in
opposing theee principles or cepainy
to defend thent. Whatever soms
may have thought ofitheevils of mal-
administrallon and the endeavors to
war against us by factions in this
00uUniry, we must never charge any
of these things to the system of
government embodiedin the Con-
stitation. We must attribute is to
the ignorauce or corruption of vlie
polivielans, God bas promized to
defend our cauce, and that the wick-
ed thall pot have power over us.
Last Oclober we had the blessing of
the word of the Lord to this eftect
through President John Taylor; at
a time, too, when the demagogues
and politleal quacks were torging

for our pecks, and seizing the whip
to lash us, while they rejoiced over
our expected discomtiture. We have
waited calmly and prayerfully for
the fuifiiment of this word aud how
signally bas tt come to pass? The
means devised for our enelavement
have become as a broken yoke to
build the fire to warm the cause of
lberty. Btialesmen have been
urged to violats the foundstion prin-
ciples of human liberly, and some
of thoie who have hearkened to
these temptings, have lopat the
scefbre of power, while all them
will go down,for the Lord has decreed
it, Our young people—our daughters
as well a3 our sonp—pby this mesns
have been induoced to study the
priocipies of human liberty and de-
termine to susiain them. I rejoice
that onr Legislature has been led to
extend the franchize to women and
those political rights which of right
belong to all. This is in consonance
with the spirit apd eastom of the

Conference for thelr approval orcon-
demnation the policy o!f the leaders,
for al} things are to be done by
common consent,” We have re.
ceived the light of truth by which
%e know thatevery scul, male and
female, has come from God and are
entitled to thelr ageney, which ia
not trammeled by the Lord nor per-
mitied to be trammeled by any of
H's creatur: s byhis permission. Inte}.
ligent,independent use of this agen-
¢y isdecreed,so thatall msy bejustly
judged for their acis done in the
body. Xings and Emperors, Presi-
deunts, Judges and Officers of every
kind, will be beld responsible before
God for the exercies of the authorl-

fetteraYor our feet, making yokes |

Chaureh, piaging before the people at | ®

ing of the pel to gather from
Iands. They have not come heg
for worldly considerations — theg
who have are exceptionz, and s
not stand unless they repent—bpg
for ithe light of truth and the blesp
ings of ihe Kingdom. And the ser
vants of God must be wise in help!

God | ing to separate the slieep from tj

goats, the wheat from
tareg, that in plocking
2 tare no blade of wheat shall
destroyed. I testify to all the worl
that this i{s the work of God s
not of wan, and the inatitutions
our country are the institotiond
heaven, estabifshed by the hardy
wise men whom He ralsed op, =5
are u8 much s part of His work
the revelation to Joseph the P
pLet of the Eeys of the. Priesthol
and it iz His wil} that all mw
should protect each other In thd
liberties but not in wickedness. Ty
doctrine announced by the Bupret:
Court of the United States tif
freedom of religion only extends s
thought snd pot to auction was i
wons erful strain of liberty. Wh
can chaln a thought or restrii
faith? When they stop the mifit'
from tising or the raina {rom de
scending, they may seek to impris(y
thought and bind beltef. The fathen
who rramed the Qonstitution were
not 80 foolish as lo intimate thi
this could be done, hut formup'.té]
a restriction against prohiblting tid
JSree exercise of religion.’ Faith oy
soything can oply be determiped
by actlon. If God commends men
to *#increase and multiply apd e
plenieh the earth,” it 1s their zght
to gbey. And those who enter it
unholy wedlock for the mere gratil-
cation of fleshly lust,retusing to beis,
fruit, are not worthy of marrisge’
ner to be nuombered among the
worihy of the earth. Andif Gofl
reveals that the parable of th¥
talents hall be carrled out inre
ference Lo this it wil) be done, an]
who can prevent 117 That God mey,
beip us to suatain clvil and relig
ous freedom, obey every law and:
fulfil every duty is my prayer in thi
nzamue of Jesus Christ, Amen.
Cholr sang the anthem:

Great aud glorious i8 thy name, Oy Lond
Conference was adjourned till b,
morrow  (Saturday) at 10 o’clg

. m.
Benegdiction by Apostle Franklin
D. Richards, 5 i

—
BECOND DAY.

Batarday, April 7;
Conference met in yl’heu pl'l‘ag;tu
nacle, i
The Chotr sang:
Let Zlon in ber beauty riac,
Her light begin to ehine
Prayer by Apostie Moses Thatch
er.
The Chofr eang:
Em long the vell wilj ~end {n twaln,
The King dcscend with ali hia ¢ratn. o
President George Q. Capnen resd,
reports of the Rellef Boeleties;




