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banks projected last winter for paris
london berlin ald new york was
not entirely without foundation
though the pope was not cognizant of
this banking enterprise yet his ad-

ministrator fanchi was the head and
front of it the dispatches fully explain
how the first bank was started in partsparis
and howbow the pope became acquainted
with the scheme the result being the
dismissal of fanchfancha

the peters pence tribute is a very
old institution in the roman catholic
church originally the western king-
doms of europe contributed sums of
money to the roman pontiff in memory
of st peter whose successor the pope
tois believed to be by catholics the
annual tribute idea first originated
in raglandengland as far back as though
historians differ as to the exact date
yet all admit that the custom prevailed
long before the norman conquest the
tribute consisted in the payment of a
silver penny by every family possess
ing land or cattle of the yearly value
of SO90 pence and it was collected during
the five weeks between stbt peters and
st paupapauls day and august let in the
reign of henry VIII the tax was
abolished in england

this tax it appears prevailed in al-

most all the western countries except
in ireland in the bull by which
adrian the fourth granted ireland to
henry the second of england the
consideration is stated to be one penny
for every family resident in that is-

land henry was authorized to collect
this tribute and at the same time bring
the natives of that country althwithinn the
true christian fold whether rome
dominated the vishirish church previous
to this is a disputed point

during the reformation period and
long after the collection of peters
pencepeace was abandoned except as volun
lary contributions in 1848 the custom
was revived in consequence of an ad-

dress by plus IX to the faithfull all
averover the world collection boxes were
placed in all the churches specially for
the reception of the voluntary offer-

ings of the people this money was
forwarded annually to rome last
year the sums sent from the various
countries aggregated

maladmal ad ministrationadministration dissipated
of this sum and that tois the

ceason why we have heard so much
about peters pence in the newspapers
during the past few weeks

BUYING OFF A FIRE BUG

THE people of middle haddamhadam
conn have recently been visited
with a number of disastrous fires A
fellow named peterson was suspected
of being the incendiary he was ac

cordingly arrested and tried but the
court failed to convict the evidence
however brought forth in the public
mind the conviction that peterson
was the man and despairing of obtain-
ing relief from the law they have hit
upon the plan of buying the scoundrel
off and are now raising a popular sub-

scription which they propose to
give to the supposed fire fiend if he
will leave the townLOWD

this will make men smile whose ex-

periencesperien ces in the wild and wooly west
date back a few years it was not very
long ago considered a very mild re-

buke to men enjoying public suspicion
of being regular peace disturbersdisturbers to
give them leave to quit the town that
had thus lost its affection for them
the mere liberty to go without delay
was under such circumstances con-

sidered a boon of fortune so inestimable
that money was no object

EDUCATION AND WOMEN

KATE FIELD has been reading a
characteristic lecture to american
girls on the subject of education kate
is much disturbed in her mind lest the
pursuit of higher education by young
women will detract from their qualities
as housewives without discussing
the merits ofotherher admonitions now we
suspect that had she made them public
a little earlier in her career they would
have taken better among the girls it
idouris our belief that the average young
woman of america if disposed could
teach kate field more truths about
competent housewifery than she has
ever yet thought of or ever will As for
education damaging womanhood it is
all nonsense there is nothing in pure
learning to degrade anybody if a wo-

man tois by nature coarse and brazen
education may make her brazenlybrazenry more
conspicuous but the probabilities are
that it will tend to tone down her ef-

fronteryfron tery and tenderrender her less self
opinionated

the woman who has not the strength
of faculty to receive the higher
branches of learning simply will not
receive them no matter what her op-

portunitiesportunities may be she will toy with
books for a season precisely as the
young man does under the same cir-
cumstancescumstances and then will drop them
forever and whatever she was before
her school experience she will be after
with the difference that some of her
weaknesses will have been developed
which otherwise might not have been
exposed quite so soon

if for in woman is a natural
born slave of vanity tampering with
books is likely to make books the asso-

ciate
so

of her weakness and she will
manimanifesttest it by rendering herself a

common laughing- stock through her
exhibitions of bookishnessbookish nese if this
same shallow person had turned her
attention to light society her vanity j
would very likely havein ve exhibited it 1

self in the eccentricities of her dress
or some other idiotic fad of the period
we reassert therefore that while edu 1

cation makes truly great minds very
much greater it hashaa not the power to
do real harm to anybody

WHY GAMBLING CANT BE STOPPED J
SOMEBODY has been raising the

question of gambling in the army 1
captain gerlech of fort snelling was
asked a few days ago what he thought i
about it and he answered simply that i
gambling was common he nevernevee
saw a military postpoet that by any sort of
maneuvers hadbad accomplished anything
in stopstoppingpling or even checking it

thischia is sad to beba sure we wonder
i

if captain gerlech ever enquired
whether gambling was common in the
poets he hadbad visited or made any effort
to stop it his words are quite
tive of an officer who is not concerned
particularly whether soldiers gamble
or not we wonder if captain gerlech
eveverer gamblesgamblee icheif he does then it is
clear why hebe never saw a military postpoet
that did not indulge in the practice

A man who is always soaked in
whisky tois usually of thehet opinion0pinion that
all humanity are guzzlersguzzlers and that
whisky isais a necessary evil so with
all the rest who themselves indulge in
practicing the vice or the crime against
which they are presumed to be exam-
ples the probabilities are that the
army does not contain a hundred
cers who are not habitual gamblers
and that isin the reason they
cant stop it the public have
the bestbeat of reasons to believe that
nine benthe of the civil offices like-
wise are filled wwithI1th exexpertpert 9gamblersam b ter
either this is so or else the leading
newspapers of the country deserve to
be prosecuted by the government for
falsely attributing habits of lawless-
ness to its public servants

while the head men of the nation
are being continually paraded before
the country as principalsprincipal of thishis that
and the other big game and their
disreputable Isin invariably
related as a capital joke and the people
continue to vote for such men for office
what moral right have we to complain
against the army officers the soldiers
or anyoneany one else for gambligamblingDg what
moral right has a prosecutor who gam-
bles to stand before a jury as the
accuser of one who has violated
the gambling laws what moral right
has the man who elected the prosecutor


