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The Writ of Habeas Corpus.

What is the purport and mecan-
ing of the writ of habeas corpus’
The substance of that great writ of
freedom is that any person arreated
by the vernment is entitled 1o
be brought beforea istrate com-
petent to decide whether his arrest,
and imprisonment are according
tolaw. Any n in the com-
munity may be caught up and lm
prisened, bat if he is innocent he is
entitled to an opportunity to prove
his innocence aud get a diacharqe.
The writ of habeas corpus is the
ordinary safeguard Azsinst unjust
lmpriuonmen!. It merely entitles
the prisoner to be brought before a
judge authorized by law to decide
whether hl.sA arrest and dmnutraiu
are legal. suspension of writ
of habeas corpus confers upon the
President the right te arrest and
imprison citizens on his own mere
discretion, depriving them of any
right to know whether there are
charges against them or not. When
the habeas corpus is suspended the
President can snateh up any citi-
zen in any part of the country and
put him in perpétual imprisonment
by his arbitrary wlill, and the vic-
tim has no means of redress. He
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