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What is it that bas preserved us?
What is it that has kept usin the
past from compiete extermination?
Wiat is it that has kept our religion
from being obliterated from among
men? It lias becn the unioun of the
people, because when they have
cried unto God in the midst of their
aiflictions He has Leard their prayer.
He has not turned His car away
from them; He has not hidden His
face when they have cried unto
Him, and though their enemies
have been ag numerous nlmostas the
leaves of the lorest, still their con-
duct and their acts have been over-
ruled for good. They have been
controlied sv that the peopls have
been saved.

Look back if you will upon the
measures which have been proposed
against us—measure after measure
introduced the originators of which
have expected thatthey would be-
come law and thus be the means of
destroying the people of God. This
has been the case now for very
many years. Plan after plan,
scheme after schewe, device after
device has been fr:med for the ex-
press purpose of destroying these
people called Latter-day Sainls and
of overthirowing this system. Isit
not 5 miraculous thivg that we are
not destroyed; iz il not one of the
wonders of the world that today—
notwithstanding all these measures,
with the force of almost united pub.
lic opinion to sustain them in every
acheme, however atrocious—we live
here as an organized community?
To my mind it is marvelous; to my
mind there has been a suspension
of law geemingly such as consti-
tutes & miracle; beecause judged
by all natural causes, judged
as men  naturally jutfge mat-
ters of this kind, we would have
been completely overwhelmed had
there not been some extruordinary
power extended to aid aud deliver
us. We have freedom today—a cer-
tain amount of it at least. We can
worship God in this Tabernacle in
peace, and yet how many have pre-
dicted that this would not be the
case?

I have been assured hundreds of
times, by men, too, of wisdem and
discernment, that our overthrow
was inevitable unless we conformed
to the demands of public opinion
and renounced all peculiarities of
faith; that the world was ar-
rayed against us, and that it was fol-
ly to suppose we could withstand
these continued assauits upon us.

Now, let me ask you, my breth-
ren and sisters, to what is this at-
tributable? I say, and you say
doubtless, it is the power of God; it
has been the blessing of Almighty
God upon us; it has been His over-
ruling providence exerted in our
beliaff. But what has eaused this?
Why bas He done this? It has
bheen becuuse the people have bhuen
humble, because they have been
united, because their prayers have
ascended unto the God of Sabaoth.
He hias not turned his ear agaiust us,
nor hidden his fage in anger. But
let us be divided, let us guarrel, let
us seck to pull each vther down, let

us epgage in  division and
utrife, and then how long can
we eoxpeet our God to be

Imuarc.iful unto us? Do you imagine

that He will bear with us continu-
ally if we do wrong? He has said
that His Spirit shall not alwaye
strive with man. 1t has striven
with us, it is still striving with us;
and He has promised that when we
draw near unto Him Me will draw
near unbo us. 1 would look upon it
as a most dreadful affliction if our
Father should hide His face from
us, and il when we cualled upon
Him He should turn & Jeaf ear to
our entreaties, our supplications and
cries. It constitutes the great
strength of this kingdom the fact
tiat He does not turn away from us,
but hears the united prayers of this
eople as they sscend from the hal-
tations of the Latter-day Saints
all over this land unto the God of
beaven. Deprive us of that strength
or power and we are as weak a8
water—we arc as the dust of the
the earth. We should gquail before
our opponents and fall by the way-
gide. They would take our places.
They would dispossees us; wwe should
have to go forth again as wander-
ers and find a new spet, humble,
dejected, beaten, stripped, humili-
ated in the presence of our Father
in heaven.aud all our fellow beings.

Those of you who have puesed
through these scenes can now recall
them. God deliver us from haviug
to pass through them again, 1f it be
His will. [ would rather let my
property go in any form that God
ghould command than lLe driven
witlh my family and brethren aund
gisters, as I have seen these Lattor-
day SBaints driven before their ene-

Inies—to see  our  women and
children homeless wandcrers
on the face of the earth
—driven from the possessions

which God has given unto us
and made such ablessing to us in
this lJand. There is scarcely any-
thing L would not rather do that
wouid not be dishonorable than see
such a result. What have we to
rely upon if the world is determined
to destroy us? Cun we rely upon
the wisdom and strength that we
pPoBsess, upom our principles, upon
our wealtil? Is there anything ot
whieh we are possessed that we can
rely upen? There is nothing except
thie power of our great Creator. e
alone cam save ug and pregerve us,
and do for us that which must be
done to save us.

Let me ask you, my bretliren and
gigters, in all solemnity: Are you
prepared for the evil conseguences
that will fellow a disregard of the
conimandments of God—for the
conseguences that will follow divi-
sion and strife, and the arraying of
yourselves one-against anclber? It
is & seriolis question; therefore, be-
fore you do anything whieli ig in
violation of God’s commands, think
upon the consequences. You can-
not do what many do because you
have been taught, you have heen
warned, the word of God has heen
declared to you. You cannot plead
ignorance, ror you are uot ignorant.
You sin, if you sin at all, with your
cyes opeir in those directions to
which I have alluded.

Before L git down [ wish  say to
ycu—and 1 speak ull 1 have said
to myself as well a8 W you—that we
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|should not break the commands
of God, we should not violate the
counsel of heaven, we should be
cireful inalloursteps. Before we do
anything—no matter what it may
be: in purchasing or selling, or in
any other act of our lives—we
should be able to go fo our God, ask
Him to guide us aright and give us
His blessging upon it. If we cannot
do that, then we should not touch
it, m¢ matter how promising the
undertaking might =eem to
be from a worldly standpoint
no matter what tlie pecuniary or
other results might be. If we thus
act every day of our lives with sin-
cerity of purpose, seeking unto God
for light, knowledge, and guidance,
He will save us, He will deliver us,
and bestow upon us every blessing
necessary for our happiness and
growth and the accomplishment of
His great purposes on the earth. I
pray God to bless you all in the
name of Jesus. Amen.
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I do not know that I can make
this congregation hear me, but I
would like to make a few remarks.

« 1 will say that if this whole as-
sembly could have their eyes opened
to beheld all the creations of God—
the beasts of the field, the fowls of
the air, the hsh of the seu, and the
fourteen hundred millions of people
that inhabit this world, with every
gpear of grass and every flower—it
ig said you could find no two things
alike. This has been represented
many Limes by men concerning the
creations of God. This eternal
variety on the earth is no greater
than that among the spirits who
have dwelt in thre presence of God
in the cternal worlds and who have
taken and will take tabernacles on
this earth. This variety Las also been
manifest in all the revelations that
havebeen given to us concerning the
children of men or the creations eof
Ged. 8o great hasg this variety been
that it seems Luciter, the son of the
morning,a personage who was great
in the presence of God, rebelled
against God and drew away with
him one-third of the whole host of
heaven. They ¢egerted the Lord
and followed Lucifer. And I do
not know how many were ‘‘astride
the fence” and did not know
which way to go; but I presume
there were a good many of them.
This variety has remained with the
spirite in heaven and on the earth.
The Lord revealed this prineiple to
Father Abraliun. Hoe showed unto
him the spirits that dwelt with Him
and teld Abrahapy that many ©
thoae spirits were more noble than
others, and said unto him: “These
I will make my rulers; for he stood
among those that were gpirils, an
e saw that they were good.” H®
also gaid to Abraham, <Thou art one
| »f them,thou wast chosen before thou
wast born.” And the Lord blessed
Abraham, Isane and Jacob, and the
twelve tribes of Israel, who sprang
from Jacol. They all received thet!
patriatchial blessings, and every one
|of those blessings hag been fl.'llﬂ]]t‘d
to the very letter as fast as the time
|\\'ould perit.  From that day utl”
til the present the Almighty hes
|ma.de use of the seed of Abrahamh

f



