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what is it that has preserved us
what is it that has kept us in therpastt from complete extermination
whathat is it that has kept our religion
from being obliterated from among
men it has been the union of the
people because when they have
cried unto god in the midst of their
afflictions he has heard their prayer
he has notdot turned his ear away
from them he has not hidden his
face when they have cried unto
him and though their enemies
have been as numerous almost as the
leaves of the forest still their con-
duct and their acts have been over-
ruled for good they have been
controlled so that the people have
been saved

look back if you will upon the
measures which have been proposed
against us measure after measure
introduced the originatorsoriginator of which
have expected that they would be-
come law and thus be the means of
destroying the people of god this
has been the case now for very
many years plan after plauplan
scheme after scheme device after
device has been framedfr aimed for the ex-
press purpose of destroying these
people called latter day saints and
of overthrowing this system Is it
not a miraculous thing that we are
not destroyed is it not one of the
wonders of lethe world that today
notwithstanding all these measures
with the force of almost united pub-
lic opinion to sustain them in every
scheme however atrocious we live
here as an organized community
to my mind it is marvelous to my
mid there has been a suspension
of law seemingly such as consti-
tutes a miracle because judged
by all natural causescause jjudged
as men naturally JUjudgege mat-
ters of this kind we would have
been completely overwhelmed hadbad
there not been some extraordinary
power extended to aid audand deliver
us we have freedom today a cer-
tain amount of it at least we can
worship god in this tabernacle in
peace and yet how many have pre-
dicted that this would not be the
case

I1 have been assured hundreds of
times by men too of wisdom and
discernment that our overthrow
was inevitable unless we conformed
to the demands of public opinion
and renounced all peculiarities of
faith that the world was ar-
rayedmye against us and that it was fol-
l

foi-
l

fol-
ly1 to suppose we could withstand
ttheseilese continued assaults upon us

now let me ask you my breth-
ren and sisters to what is this at-
tributable I1 say and you say
doubtless it is the power of god it
has been the blessing of almighty
god upon us it has been his over-
ruling providence exerted in our
behalf but what has caused this
why has he done this it has
been because the people have been
humble because they have been
united because their prayers have
ascended unto the god of Sabsoth
he has not tuturnedrued his ear against us
nor hidden his face in anger but
let us be divided let us quarrel let
us seek to pull each other down let
us 0engagengage in division and
strife and then how long can
we expect our god to be

merciful unto us do you imagine
that he will bear with us continu-
ally if we do wrong he has said
that his spirit shall not always
strive with man it has striven
with us it is still striving with us
and he has promised that when we
draw near unto him he will draw
near unto us I1 would look upon it
as a most dreadful affliction if our
father should hide his face from
us and if when we called upon
him he should turn a deaf ear to
our en treatiesentreaties our supplicationsions and
cries it constitutes the great
strength of this kingdom the fact
that he does not turn away from us
but hears the united prayers of this
people as they ascend from the hab
stations of the latte rd saints
all over this land unto the god of
heaven deprive us of that strength
or power and we are as weak as
water we are as the dust of the
the earth we should quail before
our opponents and fall by the way-
side they would take our places
they would dispossess us we should
have to go forth again as wander-
ers and find a new spot humble
dejected beaten stripped humili-
ated in the presence of our father
in heaven and all our fellow beings

those of you who have passed
through these scenes can now recall
them god deliver us from having
to pass through them again if it be
his will I1 would rather let my
property go in any form that god
should command than be driven
with my family and brethren and
sisters as I1 have seen these latter
day saints driven before their ene-
mies to see our women and
children homeless wanderers
on the face of the earth

driven from the possessions
which god has given unto us
and made such a blessing to us inn
this land therethem is scarcely any-
thing I1 would not rather do that
would notdot be dishonorable than see
such a result what have we to
rely upon if the world is determined
to destroy us can we rely upon
the wisdom antiami strength that we
possess upon our principles upon
our wealth Is there anything ot
which we are possessed that we can
rely upon there is nothing exexceptt
the power of our great creator he
alone can save us and preserve us
and do for us that which must be
done to save us

let me ask you my brethren and
sisters in all solemnity are you
prepared for the evil consequences
that will follow a disregard of the
commandments of god for the
consequences that will follow divi-
sion and strife and the arraying of
yourselves one against another it
is a serious question therefore be-
fore youcoq do anything which is in
violation of gods commcommandsandrs think
upon the consequences you can-
not do what manycomany do because you
have been taught you have been
warned the word of god has been
declared to you you cannot plead
ignorance for you are not ignorant
you sin if you sin at all with your
eyes jm in those directions to
which TI1 have alluded

before I1 sit down I1 wish to say to
and I1 speak all I1 have said

to myself as well as to you that we

should not break the cocommandsmands
of god we should not violate the
counsel of heaven we should be
careful in all ourou r steps before wedowe do
anything no matter what it may
be inin purepurchasinghasing or selling or in
any other act of our lives we
should be able to go to our god ask
him to guide us aright and give us
his blessing upon it if we cannot
do that then we should not touch
it no matter how promising the
undertaking might seem to
be from a worldly standpoint
no matter what the pecuniary or
other results might be if we thus
act every day of our lives with sin-
cerity of purpose seeking unto god
for light knowledge and guidance
he will save us liehe will deliver us
and bestow upon us every blblessingina
necessary for our chappinhappinessfrandand
growth and the accomplishment of
his great purposes on the earth I1
pray god to bless you all in the
name of jesus amen
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I1 do not know that I1 can make
this congregation hear me but I1
would like to make a few remarks

I1 will say that if this whole as-
sembly could have their eyes opened
to behold all the creations of goddod
the beasts of the field the fowls of
the air the esh of thebhe sea and the
fourteen hundred millions of people
that inhabit this world with every
spear of grassgram and every flower it
is said you could find no two things
alike this has been represented
many timeslimes by men concerning the
creations of god this eternal
varievariety on the earth is no greater
than that among the spirits who
have dwelt in the presence of god
in the eternal worlds and who have
taken and will take tabernacles on
this earth this variety has also been
manifest in all the revelations that
have been given to usconcerning the
children ofof men or the creations off
god so great has this variety been
that it seems luciferluchterLu citer the son of the
morningsmor ninga personage who was great
in the presence of god relierebelledlied
against god and drew away with
him one third of the whole host of
heavenli eaven they deserted the lord
and followed lucifer and I1 do
not know how many were astride
the fence and did not know
which way to go but I1 presume
there were a good many of them
this variety has remained with the
sspiritsjelts in heaven and on the earth
thehe lord revealed this principle tobo

father abraham he showed unto
him the spirits that dwelt with him
and told abraham that many of
those spirits were more noble
others and said unto him these
I1 will make my rulers for he stood
among those that were spirits and
he saw that they were good jl liehe
also add to abraham I1 thou art one
off them thou wast chosen before WOOthou
wast born il and the lord blessed
abraham isaac and jacob and the
twelve tribes of israel who sprang
from jacob they all received their
patriarchal blessings and every oueone
of those blessings has been fullilfulfilledled
to the very letter as fast as the
would permit from that day UDu
til the present the almighty bshba
made use of the seedmod of abraham


