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DEPARTMENT STORES CONTRASTED.

That the present ig ap ers of mam-
moth firme and great projects every.
body knowe. Trusts and combination-
are more thun familiar to tbhe puhlie
tulud, and great inroads are beiog
mude contiounlly oo oid metbous of
doioy business. Thir modern driit
bus been denounced, and very harah
thipgs have been s~id in regard to the
purposes and results of these groat or-
ganjzaijoos, all of which have, how.
ever, 'eeb denied where any notice
was laken at all,

The clalm 1#,and hae been,that com-
pelition hud become 30 interse thut
profits had melted away, and self-pro-
tection was the only excuee for tnie
condition of unity in mspufacturing or
productlon. A eertaln demand beiog
estimnted, by pooling it was sald that
ogulput could follow tbe market, and
that a closed faclory, mill, foundry,
or productive worka of any kipd, wae
4 paying investment whbelber in ofer-
ation or In suspepse.

There lu a« beautiful theory In this,
and 1t commends ileelt to muaby, par-
ticulsriy the emull @mupufacturer who
perchanee had already felt himeelf
upsble to compete with a more elab-
orate, newer or larger works, it egon-
omy in power, expenditure,or loeation
gave of bad vi1ven any epecial adven-
tage, Buttbhe move made a Lletrible
inread on that Indivldualem which
loves to control its owp, and objects for
specinl reasoms to moy supervision,
These reesons may arlse from persos al
pride, from assumed knowl.dge of
m#urkets, whetber In the buying of raw
material or dispoeing of the fintsbed
product. Location ie pomewbat of u
fugtor, too. 8o inay be new machinery,
ot invention, or belng an old houwe or
concern with « repulation made in
yeare gone by, and a section of trade or
vountry aiready falrly ginlmed ar hav-
log become A perecDal or irm murket,
one in any event to be retained.

But trade aggresgion Is o elrange
thing. Perslstence can cupture and
dispolve tlew of buslness once deemed
secule, We remember hearing sn
Epglieh comwereinl man say that he
called for twenty yearm on a deslied
cusipmer, and tben sepured blm us =»
lasting one, and probatly the profit
and srsociation wae of mutusl bent-
Bt. Bucb a thing, though, oould
bardly oecur eave jo *‘the land of
sleady hablte,*’ where firins and trade
degcend from father to eson, where s
name 15 coutinued after ali who bore
it bave passed away, and where the
good wiil of » hueiness is copsidered
worthy of an lmporiapt peciuniacy con-
eideratiou when trapsferred from one
to another,

In this country of magoificent pro-
portions and ever changlng festurer,
theee old housep are ““few aond far be-
tween.”” Trade latimegy 18 bardly
known emave In some of tbhe New
England utates, West of the
Alleghubplea there it an ever
sbifting populatiop, though Chieago,
8t. Louls, Denver and some other
business points Are takipg on some of
the more staly features of the fartber
Eanl; uod there are fumous names and
firmr, who ip specia] lines bave aecu-
mulated fortapnes lu trade which would
have been coosidérad more than
princely in the not fur dislant past,

New York waa for many vears con-
sidered the trade capital of this won.
derful couptry, and 1t will doubtless
retain much of this supremacy. There
wae an immense population tributary
to thia great center long before rall.
roads rap beyond Chieago, apd the
coloegal dry eonds boures of A. T,
Stewart sod H, B. Claflin, each dotng
in their paimy <aye over one mlllion
dollars a week, gave hints of possibil-
bilities to which hut few braine sspired
oreven atlempled. These bouses were
nont partloularly aggreesive. We re-
member A, T. Btewart sayling that
"all ilhe countrty weet of Chicago was
a'terrs locognita*'* to him, altbough
it was belpg iovaded by the more spec-
ulative spirit of hie only formidable
rival,

These great and loruly estabileh-
roenta bad thelr corpe of buyersin the
central citlee nnd meowlacturing poinls
of Hurope, aud these keev, quick.
witted, obgervant men neverallowed
any trade movement 1o elude their
copslderation. They wWere familiar
wilh the origin and dsvelopment of
the co-operative idea, While the way
it expanded and circumeeribed many
branches was unique apd profitable,
the principle had lfe lo 1, was popu-
iar, then sectional. In tbhe fret form
18 progreee was hke romance, hegin-
niug in a small room to dietribute to a
few personal (rlende; finally emerziog
foto great warshouses, grand mil]lg, fant
steamers and & trade nhsorblog aod
creating milliona of pounde. In A sec-
tional sense were such as limited them-t
felves to tow os or orders, factories and
foundry slores, then the ‘‘civil service
suppiy 1o Lopdon anu elsewbere, the
whole Ipcluding many failures and
pome grand wsuccesses an & mastter of

ciurse. But auy ponsuccess need ex-
eite Do epecial surpriss when we
conelder tbat 1o the United
Siates  busineers [faflures aggregate
ope hundred thourantd pet year and

“ihose who know? say that nluely
per cent of thoee engrging In buslness
fail soms time or otber.

This spirit of maselog all supplies in
one mammoth ipstitation culmioated
in the ereation of the Bon Marche In
Parjs, This s & pbenomeoon even o
tbat proud and splendid oity. It is the
ne Glue ultra of bezars, and the gay
denizens {rom tbe prince to the pro-
letariat find It a wonderful place of
resort, a very lounge, as it were,
stocked with the prodbetz of the
world, and the veritable base of sup-
plirs for an ardent and economigal
peonle.

This 1}lustration hae had the potepcy
ot example In this tradlog land, where
it may be somewhat of an exotic-like
oo-operation. But euch department
eplablishments as Wanameker, Phlla.
delpbia, Hilton & Co., and Muscy &
Cu,, New York, aud Field & Co,, Chi-
cago, with many otbhers of lesser mayg-
pitude, show that there ls & possibliity
of jis acolimation. Yet the very eflort
}s provoking B vast amount of irede
hostiifty, [t ie Jooked upon asan en-
ecranchment, ae an Invaejon of the idea
that giveo linea of trade should be
asparsle, and rest upon tbheir own foun-
dation.

Of course the western idea and prae.
tice has been to kaep ‘‘everything ip
every little atore,** segregation heing
Imposslble ia s llmited populstion, But
it 18 eaid that tbese colosenl copcerns

are each like the octopus throwing out
its tenacles in all directioos, and c¢los-
ing bundrods of small atoree by the
sheer pressure of unilimite: meapns and
sp uufalr compelition. Heace com-
rlaint after complalat &rise2; the
wholeanje trade is appealed wo and
urged that they decline to sel! to thare
aggresgive firme, the retail trade Ia
chlled upon to combivce, to buy in
unisor apd tn be ready to defeod them-
selves in every possihle way; leglaln.
tion ir urged by others, apd muuicl:
palities are forewarned lhat revenues
will tet} the atory of reduced taxation
coprequent od vacant snd unrentable
atores,

It is emid that these greal coDcerns
buy grade goods, ofl brands, or make
thelr owp; that maurkets are {free,
but tbat the avartice of capital
buye up at all tigures, [rom persons
wanting monoey, bankrupt and otlber
stock, whiecb the gufet irader tever not,
or if be seer, I8 not in & pecuuinry
condition to utllize; that these grasp- -
Ing deslers advertiee widely, make
specialtier, create excltement, and
even injure lhe trade they cannot
reach or cobtrol.

Now it raay be that eslfishness, per-
sonrl proflt, in at the basie of all busi--
ness) that men toil, rpeculate, buy and
snll for profit; and tbat mouoey iatre
breis of everything al least in modern
times. But it 2 curious that Utab
should bave jurnisbed the example,
the 1llustcation of avoldijog this scers-
bity in trade, atd this selfiabness of
human nature as exbiblted In perronal
den!. In the ipsutuilon ealled Z, C..
M. 1. isnn organizitioo founded ou s
more philanthropic character. [t wue-
intendes to exoreise thin Fpicit of greed)
and speculatien by 8 combination
which aimed to begeneral, by ereatiog
u Memmoth coocera for a speclsl pur-

pose and & pecaliar people. It
said, We have organized the par-
enot houee for the imporiation of
goode; it will eell to you in

thie settlement or the other sn & mod.
erate mergin, now if you combine
atnong Yyourselves and do yout own
distributing atl tbhe profits eave the
expenses attacbed will inure to your-
se|ves; You need oot be overtaxed; you
need make no single indivldual rich;
you need only buy whst you cennot
create, and pv dealer, mercbant or
speculatgr cun lake apy sdvantage over
you in any way; you sball not he over-
burdened with stores ruining esch
other in uugenerous or fatal compe.
tition, hut have your own slore, and
when you peed another for couveu-
ience, simply open it and you Lave
what you wanl; the great house (o
which you look for your supplies is
always obn the watchtower of trade,
always in the market, buylug heavily,
freighting in large lols, and distribut-
Ing to your neoessities H within thelr
reach at all,

Now suUppOBE th's  was  all
beartily eotered Into for mutusl
benefit and mouetary sslvatiop,

and there wae an Instituilou created
outrauking the BonMarche,or Hilton's,
Wanumaker’s, or any other. Would
this velittle Uinb? “vould ber repu-
tation suffer? Would she be aby less
liberaily euppllied than mow? Amnd if
perchance s few called this menopoly
snd for pereonal ends depreciated its
extenaion, §8 this not what i8 done to-
day In 1be casen referred to? But this



