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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMSMITHseithI1TH

aram 1843

thursdayThurs da 6 1I wasavas detained from confer-
ence to hear a case of widow
thompson vavs dixon until 11 am

the first layday of the fourteenth year of the
church of jesus christ oeof latter day saints
sun shone clear warm and pleasant the snow
has nearlydearly allail disappeared except a little on
the north side of ththe hill above Zarah emla the
ice about two feet thick on the mississippi
west of the templetempie a considerable number of
the brethbrethrenrehirefi crossed from theetile iowalowa side of the
river to the conference on the ice the walls of
the templetempie are from four to twelvetwelve feet above
the floor

an annual conference of the church cfof
jesus christ of latter day saints waswag con-
vened on the floor of the temple there were
present hyrum smith patriarch brigham
young if C kimball orson pratt wilford
wooiWoofwoodruffruff john taylor george asmithANSmith and
IV richards of the quorquorum of the twelve
elder amasa lyman and a veryvary large assem-
bly of the eldersciders and saints

elder brigham young announced that presi-
dent josephsoseph smith was detaldetainedned on business
but would be present soon

sungsang a hymn
elder amas lyman opened by prayer and

another hymnhamn waswag sung
elder orson pratt then read thehe third charchatchap-

ter of the second epistle ef peter and spoke
upon the subject of the resurrection

at ten minutes before twelve ocioocloclrcIr presi-
dent joseph smith elders ririgdondon aniandand hydellyde
arrived

at 12 president joseph smith com-
menced bby saying we all ought to be thank-
ful for tiethe privilege we enjoy this day of
meeting so many of the saints and for the
warmth and bribrightnessatness of the heavens over
our heads and it truly makes the countenances
of this great multitude to look cheerful and
gladdens the hearts of allalial present heile next
stated the object of the meeting which was

first tota ascertain the standingstanding of the first
presidency which helie should do byuy presenting
himself before the conference

sibsilsecondcond to take into consideration the ex-
pediencypedievedieencyuc of sending out the twelve or some
of them amongst the branches of the church
to obtain stock to build the nauvoo house for
the time has come to build it

third the elders will have the privilege of
appeals from the difredifferentrentreut conferences to this
if any such cases exist

these are the principal items of business
which I1 have at present to lay before youyu

it is necessary that this conference give im-
portance

im-
portance to the nauvoo house A prejudice
exists against building itinit in favor of the tem-
ple anciana the conference isis required to give
stress to the building of the nauvoo house
this is the most important matter for the time
being for there igis no place in this city where
men of wealth character and influence from
abroad can go to repose themselves and it is
necessnecessaryaryiry we should have such a piatplatplauplay the
church must build it or abide the reauresult of not
fulrulfulfillingfillin the commandment

prespresidentyent joseph then asked the conference
itif they were satisfiedgatis fied with the first presidency
so0o far as he was concerned aaas an individual
to preside over the whole church or would
they have another if11 said he I1 have done
anything to inlinureure my caracterAarcharacteracter reputation or
standing or tavewavehave dishonored our religion by
any means in the sight of angels or in the
eightsight of men andaadd women I1 amaur sorry for it and
if you will forgive me I1 will endeavor to do so
no moremorerdoI1 do not janowknow that I1 chavehave done anything
af thi kind but if I1 have come forward and tolltell

0ottlt 1if any one has any obobjectionaction to me
I1 want yoyouu to come boldly and frankly and
allviltollteil nisnit of it and if not elvereiverevereger after hold
peace

motion was made and seconded that presi-
dent Jojoseehjoseph smith continue president of the
whole Chiichilchurchrih after a few minu teayteal silenceai
htbe motia was put by president brigganbrnBrighan

younyoung when one vast sea of hands wasavas pre-
sentedsentet and the motion was carried unani-
mouslyInous ly i

president joseph returned his thanks to the
assembly for the manifestation of their confi-
dence and said he would serve them according
to the best ability god should givegive him

elder B young motioned and elder 0 hyde
seconded thatthab elder rierigrigdondon be continued in
his office as counselor to president smith

eldervider rimrigrigdondon spoke saying0 the last time I1
hadbad the privilege of attenattendingdingo conference was
at the laying odtheof the corner stones of this tem-
pletempiele and 1I1 have had but poor health since andgavehave been connected with circumstances the
most forbidding which doubtless have pro-
duced some feelingsfeedings I1 have never had a doubt
of the work my feelings concerning bennett
were always thewe same I1 told my family to

I1

guard aagainst that fellow for some time hebe i

will attempt to make a rupture among this
peopleeople I1 had so liwelittle confidence in him that
YI1 always felt myself at his defiance I1 was
once threatened by warren parrish if I1 would
not coincide with his views and I1 have just I1

received such a threatening letter from john i

C bennbennettett that if I1 did not turn my course I1
should feel the force of his power as there is 1I1

now an increase of my health and strength I111J

desire to seserve you inin aanyny way it is possible i

for meroe to do if any one has any feelings
aagainstainest me I1 hope they will express them

dimickmick B huntington asked him whatahat he i

meant when he said bennett waswaa a good man
ac when he called himblin a perfect gentleman
and he had nothing aagainstdinst himaim

elder tehe did not recollect it he
did not then know as much about bennett as
he hashaa learned afterwards I1 sayglay now liehe
never offered any abuse fhi1 my house bennett
has never been about my house but little I1
never saw ananythingathing about the man but what
was respectablele he came to robinsons I1 ivaswaa
in debt to him and consequently boarded him
I1 think dimick must be mistaken

dimick I1 know I1 am not I1 have no private
pique againsti elder rigdon

the vote was then put and carried almost
unanimously I1

president joseph smith presented william
law as his second counselor who was sus-
tained by unanimous vote

president hyrum smith patriarch said he
wished to be tried when it was voted unani-
mously that he retain his office of patriarch
ilehe then blessed the people and asked the
lord to bless them also

president joseph said he did not know anany
thinthing aagainstainest the twelve if he did he wouldwoul
present themthem for trial itit is not right that all
the burden ofor the nauvoo house should rest on i

a few individualindividuals and we will now consider i

the propriety of sending the twelve to collect
means lorfor it there hlhas been too great a soli-
citude in individuals for the building of the
temple to the exclusion of the nauvoo house
agents have had too great latitude to practice
fraud by receiving donations by never makingw
report the Cchurchach hashag suffered loss and I1
am opposed to that system of collecting funds
when any elderelden may receive moneys iamisamlam I1

1

opposed0 posed to any mans handling the public fundsop
of the church who is not ddulydiv authorized

I1 advise that some mealsmeans be devised for
transacting business on a sure foundationfoundan 1

the tweltwelveve are the most suitable persons to
perform this business and I1 want the confer-
ence to devisee ome means to bind them as
firm as the pillars of heaven if possible the
twelve were always honest and it will do
them no hurt to bind them

it has been reported that they receive wages
at two dollars per day for their servicesservice I1
have never heard this till decentlyrecently and I1 do
not believe itif I1 know the twelve have never
hadhid any wallswages at all they have fulfilled
their duty they have always gone where they
wereavero sent and have labored with their hands
fer their support when at home if weave send
them into the world to collect fundsfiands gewantwe want
them to return those funds to this place that
they may be appropriated to thotha very purpose
for which they were designed I1 go0 in for
Tbindingindin up the twelve solid putting them
under bondsands and let this conference institute
an order to this end and that the traveling exez

of thefia agents shalliotshall not be botneborne out of the
funds collected for these houses and let
no man payay money or stocstockk into the hands of
the twetwelveve except he transmit an account of
the same immediately to the trustee in trust
and let no man but the twelve have authority
to act as agent0 for the temple and nauvoo
house

I1 would suggest the propriety of your say-
ing that no money should ever be sent by any
man except it be some oneona whom you have
appointed as agent and stop every other man
from receiving moneys I1it has been customercuscustomarytomar
for any elder to rreceivet ceide moneys for the temptemplee
when he is traveling but this system of things
opens a wide field for evereveryy kind of imposition
as any man can assume theme name of a mor-
mon elder and gather his pockets full of money
and go to texas many complaintscomplaint have
come to me of money being sent that I1 have
never recelreceived

I1 will mention one case he is a good man
his name is daniel russell from akronalron new
york his brother samuel hadbad been east on
business for him and there received twenty

1 or five dollars ssas a donation to thothe

which he put in D russells bag withavith
lishis money and forgot to take it out before he
returned the baglag two of three days after his

he called on his brother for the money
eioelonging to the church but daniel thought
samuel had paid out too much of his money
and he would keep the churchechurchs money to
make good his own J1 called to seegee D russell
about the money and he treated me so venyVERY
POLITELYTELY but did mtnot give me to understand
ie ever meant to pay it he said he did not

at the time that therethare was any church
maney in the bagL that he had paid it out and
ie had none now

samuel russell who brought the money
momrom the east stated to the donnConNconferencerence that
ie did not think it waswag because his brother
wasway short of funds that for he had
money enough heire had told him that he
should not be out of funds again that his bro-
ther had twenty dollars of the church funds
adand somebome dried fruit for the presidentIspresident joseph resulresumedned I1 givei thiuthis as a
sample of a thousand instances we cannot

an account to satisfy the people on the
church books unless something is done I1
propose that you send your moneys for the
temple by the twelve or some agent of your
ownoownwn choosing and if you send by others and
adethe money is lost itis lost to yourselves I1
cannot bebb responsible for it every thing teatthat
falls into my hands shall be appropriated to
theae very thing it was designed for

it is wrong for the church to make a bridge
of my nose in appropriating funds for the
temple the act of incorporationi ration required of
me securities which avwereero lodgedlodged in the proper
hands as the law directs and I1 am respon-
sible for all that comes into my hands

the temple are bound ioto me in
the sumsudi of 2000 with good security if they
apply any property where they ought not they
are liable to me for it individuals are running
to them with funds every day and thus maeemavemakemahe
a bridge over my nose I1 am not responsible
foritor it if you put it into the hands of the
temple committee neither I1 nor my clerk
knowkenow anything of it

so longiong as youyoo consider me worthy to hald
thishis office it is your duty to attendeeto the legal

forms belonging to the business and if not put
some other one in my place myaly desire is that
the conference minutes may go forth in such
form that those abroad may learn the order of
doingdoing business and that the twelve be ap-
pointed to this special mission of collecting
fundsmands for the nauvoo house so that all may
know how to send their bunasfunds safely or bring
them themselves and deliver them to the trus-
tee in trust or his clerk who can always be
found in the office who arearc the temple com-
mittee that they should receive the funds
they arearc nobody

when I1 went to the white house at wahwashi-
ngton and presented letters of introduction
from thomas COarlingarlin governor of illinois to
martinartinarlin van buren ilehe looked at them very
contemptuously and said governor cardinl
governor carlincarun khos governor carlin
governor carilnacarlina nobody I1 erred in spirit
I1 confess my mistake and I1 here make my
apology to allaft the worldworld and let it be recordedd
on earth and in heaven that I1 am clear of the
sin of being angry with martin van buren for
saying governor catlinacarlins nobody I1 barehave deenbeen
gorrysorry for it euerever since

all property ought to go through the hands
of the trustee in trust

there have been complaints against the
temple committee for amproappropriatingiatin church
funds more freely forthefor the benarbenefitt of their own
children thanchantoto othereothers who need aassistance8 a atance
more than they do and the parties may have
till saturday to prepare for trial

it was then voted unanimously that the
twelve beba appointed a committee to collect funds
to build the nauvoo house and receive moneys
for the temple withavith this proviso that the
twelve give bonds for the safe delivery of all
funds coming into their hands belonging to the
nauvoo house and templetempie to the trustee in
trust and that the payer also make immedi-
ate report to the trustee in trust of all moneys
paiapaid by him to the twelve and that the in-
structions of president joseph smith to the
conference be carried into execution

elder IV IV phelps proposed that thether
twelve sign triplicate receipts for moneys re-
ceived for the benefit of the parties concerned

elder brigham young objected and said he
should never give receipts for cash except
gucheuch as he put into his own pocket for his
own use for it was calculated to make trouble
hereafter and there were better methods of
transacttransactingimig1919 the business and more safe for the
parties coconcernedberned thatlahat he wished this specu-
lationI1 to stostop and would do all in his powpowen
to put it dolcdownn to which the twelve reresa

dimen elder young asked if any one
knew anything against any one of the twetwelveivelve
any dishonesty if they did he wanted it ex-
posed he saiasaid he knew of one who was not
dishonest heire also referredrefedredsred to muzzlinge the
ox that treadeth out the corn ac

president joseph saidgaid I1 will answer brother
brigham there isis no necessity for the twelve
being abroad all the time preaching and gath-
ering funds for the temple spend the time
that belongs to preaching abroad and the rest
of the timetiffie at home to support themselves
it is no more torfor the twelve to go abroad
and earn their living in thisthia way than it is

for others the idea of not muzzling the ox
is a good old quaker song but weave will make
the ox tread out the corn first and then feed
him I1 am bold to declare that I1 have never
taken the first fartfarthinghingbing of church funds for
my own aseuse till I1 have first consulted thethel
proper authorities when there was no quo
rum of the twelve or high priests for me to
consultconsultII1 have asked the temple committee
who had no particular business with itibl but I1
did it for the sake of peace elder cutler
said it was so let the conference stop all
agents from collecting funds except the
lyaiyatwelvevelve when a man is sent to preach the
first principles of the gospel he should preach
that and letkt the rest alone

choir sung a hymn
elder 0 hydellyde prayed and 12 minutes before

2 pm conference adjourned for oilaoina
hour

WEALTH versus HAPPINESS many inalnamarmatI1
suppose that wealth and happihapplhappinessdessdesi

are inseparable companicompanionscna but a glance at
the inner life of men exulting in boundless
wealth soon dissipates this delusion there
was great significance in the Savisavlsaviorsorys remark

A manmansifee consi not in the abundance
of the things which he posses seth thedie
following sketch of0 the en- ishenglish rothschild is13

in point ex
the iDinsufficiencysufficiency of mere wealth alone to0o

confer happiness is strikingly illustrated in the
life of nathan myers rothschild the jew
who died in london some years ago one of
the most devoted worshippersworAvorshippers that everoverlaidlaid a
withered soul on the altar of mammon11 ammon 2 for
yearyears he Aviwieldedelded the pursepuarse of the world open-
ingin and closing it to kings and emperors as he
listed and upon certain occasions was sup-
posed

up
to have more influence in great britain

than the proudest and wealthiest of its nobles
perhapser aps more influence than the houses of par-
liamentlament taken together

ilehe once purchased bills of the govenQi it
in a single day to the amount of twenty mil-
lions and also the gold which he knew he
government must have to pay them and wi h
the profits on a single loan purchased an es-
tate which cost himim seven hundred and afify
thousand 0

but withavith the clearest and widest comcomprehf
sion in money matters with the most pierpiercingcing
insight into all possible affecting causes in tiltirheie
money market and with ingenuity to effect khetheh
profoundest most subtle andnd most ed
combination an ingenuity before which all
the other prodigies of calculation that havohav
from time to time appeared sink into bothinnotha

liehe was Nvwithalithalithai a little soasouboal s
heire exercised his talents and calcaicalculateculat g

powers not only for the accumulation of atu
lions and the management of national credi-
tors but also for the determination of the
smallest possible pittance on which a clerks
soul could be retained in connection with ats
body to part with a shilling 1in the wwaya3 qi0
charity eucut him to the heart

one of his grand rules Innevertoeverto havehare any-
thing to do with an unlucky man or placer
which was also one ofol john jacob actors
principles however shrewd in a worldly point
of view was the very quintessence of selfish-
ness and heire was in short a
thorough going mammon worshipperwor shipper his
whole soul converted into a machine or engine
for coiningcoming guineas and every noble emotion
imimmortal ionlonlongingin 1 dead within him

guineas wehe didid coin to a slimsum that seeing
almost fabulous but withavith all hishig coll
yealthwealth he was profoundly unhappyunhappy and with
ssorrowful0 rrawful earnistearnestnessnem once elcexclaimedafian to one
congratulating him on the gorgeous magnt fi
cence of hishig palatial mansion and thencethenae in-
ferring

Q

that he was happy clihappyappy vszif
happelhap 11

timTHE s TESTE r 1

thou love the printer forferliehe is the stand-
ard of the country

2 thou subscribe for his paper furfor
he much to obtain the news of0 wh clrcly
ye may not remain ignorant

3 thou shallghail pay him for his paper r
he laboreth hard to glyegive ye the news in d e
season

4 thou shall advertise gatpatthat he may be
able to elveeive ye the paper

5 thou visit him regardless of b 33
office rules derangingderangin the papers

6 thou not touch anything that av

fhgyceyeiyelye the printer troubletroubie that he magmaimay not hb i
thee guilty

7 thou shallbhail not read the manuscript in I1 P

hands of the compositor for he avill hold thetle
blameful

8 thou haltbalt not beeleseek thathe news bafo
is printed for he will give it to you in ucap
time

9 thou not asic him but few q e
eions of things in the office from it thouth-ou sha
teteiltell1 I1 nothnothingI1 ng

10 thouthon not send abusiabusiveviandand threadthreat-
ening letters to the editor ex

A bloody YEARyvan there were seventy three
battles fought during thetho yearear 1855 with an
average loss of a thousandthouthousandsanfsani men in each more
than soldierssoldiera are estimated to have
perished by didiseaseseasLebeagio and battles the bittles
average more dhani one a week it is one ofot
the bloodiest years iain modem hihistorysory


