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OF PRESIDENT

imA SMITH

tinTHE announcement that president
GEORGE A SMITH first counsellorcounsello
to prest bribrigham9ham young departed
this life at eight and forty
minutes this morning sept jwill
fall with telling force upon the lat
ter day saints in these mountainsmountain
and throughout the world allAH

have doubtless heard of his lengthy
sickness and all have exercised
their faith for hisbig recovery if tbthe
people had the power and boretowerewore to
be governed by their own natural
feelings without reference to the
will of god such men as brothelbrother
GEORGE A SMITH would never
die

his sickness originated in what
appeared to be a severe cold with
which he was attaattackedeked early Usjast
sspringpring about the time of his return
from st GeorgewGeorge herowhere habadhe had apespentt
the winter at the general confer-
ence in april he waswag so unwell that
he was compelled much to his re-
gret to refrain from speaking to tbthe
people subsequently one of ththe
motmost painful features of hishla disease
was an inability to sleep from
this he has almost constantly suf-
fered during1 the summer it
was not that he did not have
the inclination to sleep but
frequently when he did sleep hi
lungs would cease to act and heh
would awake gasping for breath
for the greater part of the time ol01

his sickness he has been comcompelledpellepelie
to get the most of his sleep while
partly reclining in a chair it can
be imagimaginedined that his suffering
have at times been severersevere but hth
has endured them with admirable
patiencepatie ace and fortitude and nni
complaint ever escaped from hihlf

lips for months it has seemed
that nothing but his own strong
will and determination no
to yield to death backed by th
faith of the saintssaint has kept bin
alive at the very worst times of hi
sickness he would take his exerexercisecistclat
in the open air in a carcarriageriago fre
quentis riding for miles and n
longer ago than lastlast even-
ing hebe was out riding as usual
his desire for life was strong fofoi
the sole purpose of promoting theth
ilinlilnkingdomdom of god upon the earth
he fell that if it was the lord
will liehe couldconid yet render consider
able aid in fighting the battle 0
truth in cauenuconversation last eveninovenin
with president young eiderelder joh
taylor dr J mbelM be and uth
mrsera helie remarked that if it was th
Lord awilllawill he was willing to sta
and fight the battles of zion wiliwill
president young and his brethren
but if lie was wanted on the othe
si de of the vailvall liehe was
willing to go as hebe badthart endeavorendeavoi
ed during his entire career to propru
perly discharge every duty th
had devolved upon him had noth
in for which tuto reproach himlee
audand fellfolt that he badhad a good
on this and the other side of tbth
vailvall

forafornfor a few days past he has seen
ed to be more impressed with th
idea that he would not be bermi
ted to stay and iuin conversation
with his family has alluded to hi
probable decease A night or tw
agoageag liehe requested his son johjoin
henry who has recently returnreturnedeiet
fram england to be with his fathe
in his sickness to take the bijl
audand read the tard verse of the
chapter of job he did coallso an
continued reading until he haba
completed the vers whenwilen h
stoppedslopped him the words are

oh that my words were nov
written 0 phatthat they were printe
in a book whatthat they were gravergravel
with an iron pen and lead in tb

forever for I1 know that m
Rredeemerdeemerdeamer liveth audand that hohe shai

tandtanil at the latter day upon the
tarthearth and though after my skin
worms destroy thisthia body yet in myY
fleshllesh shall I1 see god whan 1

shall see forfur myself andaud mine eyesemesi
shailahalla beholde oldoid and not another
though my reins hebe consumed
within me

A most appappropriatelopriato expression 00of 3

hisilia own feelings and a dying testi-
mony in favor of the grand ano
consoling doctrine of the resurrec-
tiontiontiou of the body

duduringhg laslast nightiiii hohe was veryver
aniiiiili wawass up and dowildown

many dineslimea alternately lying ouon
the bed and sitting in a chair in
fact there has been no time since
lie wastas taketaken sick that behashe has notnol
been able to getupget up and dress him
selfseif and move about from room U4
roomcoom he conversed freely during
the night and in the morning
dressed himself and walked out ol01

I1 his bedroombed room into the front sitting
room when brother seymour B
young who has been his faithful
physician and attendant during hi
Acsicknessknesskuess called upon him he de
ascribedscribed to him bishis feelings heH
was sitting in a chair at the time
death came upon him suddenly
no struggling no contortions twotw
long drawn breaths and the
straightening up of liishis body weriwen
xiiall that gave his family and attend
ant any intimationtiontiou of his depar-
ture his head fell into the arms ol010
his wife and life had fled H
passed away at twenty minuteminutess to
nineine this wednesday
morning september the first

thus hashaa letulett thisthia mortal selien
one of the noblest and purest men
through obedience to the spirit 06
god that ever lived a man of a
faithful and upright a characcharaecharacteteltei
that though a public manmau from hihh
boyhood there is not a word eror aiRL

action of his which his childrelchilehlldreidrel
and friends cannot reflect
with pleasure he was remarkablyremarkabli
in boyhood for his grasp of0
mind J his wonderful powers 0
memory and his fearlessness in ad
catingvacatingvo and deafendefendingding the truth
under any circumstances he boulo
have been a man of mark bubut
underander the influence of the gospe
andd the circumstances which sur
rounded its belibellbelieverseversevere the best pow
arsrs of hiahla nature were called inu
full exercise he was not quitaquit
seventeeneventeen years of age when he ietlet
kirtland to go to Missomissouriurluri in ththi
camp of zion yet even then
imongamong men who themselves wen
no commonplacecommon place characters hiht
ivaswas distinguished for thejcityty of his mind his early ripe
ness of intellect and manly cour-
ageage and strength with the bless
ing and power of god which at
ended him will be better
sted when it is remembered thai
in the days of difficulty anoan
trial just as the saints wert
mingwing driven from the statstati
f missouri I1 when he was chosei

0jo be one of the twelve apapostlesastles
ieso was not quite twenty two year
f agelage in his subsequent labomla bon

chough a comparative boy in years
ieio did the work of a fully develop
d judicious and experienced man
whatever work was assigned t
brotherirether george A no one who
new him everover had the least doub

iff his willingness and capacity tat
horoughly perform it they kneknew
beforehand that it would be welweli
lone according to the best of hihh

yet his physics
from being good at

illtil times his integrity alleanc
to the cause of god

iusis zeal and public spirit his frank
anial and unassuming manners in
aired the saints with love for anoanc
onn dence in him they took de
ightht in listening to his discourse
ud addresses which were model
I1f terseness and brevity dendeu
0troungoung in speaking of his belove
counsellor audand friend this morning
aid 1I have known brothe
I1ceorge A smith for forty tw
ears have traveled and labored ii
ie ministry with him for manaman
ears and have believed him to btb
a faithful a boy and man as eve
vedived and in my opinion had wa

a record on this and the othel
ide of the vail as abyaay man 1

everbever knew of his negneglectingleiting oi0
overdoingverdoing a duty hebe was a mahmat
f sterling integrity a cabinet otof
story and always true to hi

fiends 11

he vas aged 58 years 2 months
nd 5 days
the following written wish oi0
residentpresident georgedeorie A smith respect

ngtig his funeral will be interesting
0 the Sain showing his
fror show and parade it was writ

tenen in november 18-131873

while executing my will ofdate

thehe oct 187218711
3 1I inserted the

folrol lowIng clause
11 it1 I wish to be buried in a coffin

nuehnuch larger than myray natural size
ahe expenses of an unostentatious
funeral to be paid out of my un

divi estate the slab which
designatesbesignates my resting place shall
notlot cost over one hundred dollars

if A conincouin made of redled pine cor
otherither mountain wood plain but
well made largelargo enough to give
amplo room for the body to swell

I1

with no unnecessary ornamentornament
bout ltilandand three half inch holeholes

bored in the bottom will be suffi-
cient

if at thetho funeral I1 should like
DOto have eitherelther the chapter of

corinthians or the vision in jtbtheb
book of covenants or an ap
ueite extract from the book ofor mor-
mon read A few remarks by the
bishop of the ward or some of the
elders exhorting the audience tto
faithralth and good works such as would
be calculated to impress my chil-
dren and friends with the impor-
tance of keekeepinging the command-
ments of god and such as would
extend comfort andind consolation tto
the minds of the living would be
in accordance with my wishes let
thosechose who attend the funeral do aso
in clean attire such as they would
wear to meeting on other occa
dons 11

the following incidents of his
lifefire we briefly extract from lisbis9
flishistorytorytony

george albert smith was born
in the of june 1817 inputsin pots
lamiam st lawrence cocohewnewyorkNew york
illssis father john smith was the
sixth son of asael and mary and
was born on the day of J uly
17811781 he married clarissa lyman
mn the lith of september 1815

his grandfather asael smith
was the second son of samuesamuel
smith the second and priscillaprise llla
ind was born in massa-
chusetts

lassa
chuhu march ath 1744 and marma
dedried mary duty feb 12 1767

his great grandfather the
second samuel smith was the sorson
f the first samuel smith andanc

rebecca curtis and ivaswas born oron
he rath january 1714 in topsapsops
leid essex county massachusettsmassac u t
lud married priscilla gogouldgouidid
aaymay 17341731 uishla father samuelhamuela uel
amith the first was the son 0ol01

robert and mary smith who camecam
rom england he was born on the

january 1666 in topsfieldTops field
esexessex county massachusetts and
was married to rebeccarebeeca curtis
laughter of john curtis on th
nth of january 1707
his mother Clarlclariclarissaciarissass lyman

wasmas the daughter of richard ly
man his grandmothergrandmothers maidenmalden
tiamename was philomela loomaneLoomace

hahe was the cousin of joseph
mith the great prophet of the lastlas

dispensation
he was baptized on sept loth

1832 may 1 1833 he in connee
ion with his fathers family start-

edd for kirtland ohio where hhe
arrived on the of may

may ath 1834 he started with
gionsziona camp for the western borders
irf missouri and returned again to
kirtland in the summer walking
mn foot nearly two thousand miles

march 1 18331835 liehe was ordained
nto the first quorum of the sev
aties
june 5 18351635 he started on a

cissionnission traveled on foot about two
housand miles without purse orot
crip held about eighty meetingmeetings
n the states of ohio pennsylva
iiiailaa and new york baptized eleight9ht
ludind returned to kirtland where
ie arrived the ath of october
in the spring of 18331835 lieha received

lisils endowments in the kirtland
emple after which he performed
iL mission inInOohiohloblo traveling on footfool

twelve hundred miles
in the spring of 1837 he com

a mission in ohio and vir
iniarinialnla which continued about onone
earrear traveling about 2500 miles
beatly half of his were

OUn foot
in 1838 hebe emigrated with hiWE

1athers family to davies county
Msmissouri on the june 1838
tletieie was ordained a high councillor
inn thetho autumn helie was sent on a
mission to kentucky and tennes-
ee traveling some miles onor
botand about seven hundred 03
water including the return jour-
ney after his return he re
moved his fathers family to illinois
in 1839 he returned to faifal

west in missouri on the morn-
ing of the of april he was or-
dained one of the twelve apostles
onn the southeastsouth east corner stoneatone otof
the intended temple he returned
to0o illinois sept alst bbe0 started
foror england on a mission arriving

inn liverpool on the ath of april
sa he labored for over one year
with much sand returned to
nauvoo illinois where he arrived
julysulytulya5 1841 on the of ththe
ameme behe married bathsheba
W bigler
in the fall of 1842 he preached

inn the principal places in illinois
andind returned to nauvoo november
thith
in the summer and fall of 1843

heie traveled about miles
reachingpreaching in the middle and east

ernirn states
in the spring of 18411844 attendedhe

conferences and preached in illin
oisig indiana and michigan audand
waswag in the last named state when
tiehe heard of the death of the
prophet and patriarch of the
church liehe immediately returned
to nauvoo and took an active part
iuinythethe councils and deliberationsdeliberation
consequent upon that sad event

sept heho was elected quarteguarte
masterblaster of the nauvoo legion wwas
also elected a trustee of the nauvoo
housebouse association and labored aac-
tively in forwardforwardinging the erection 0of
that building he continued these
labors until the mob commenced
its outrages upon the saints in the
fallpall efof 1845 from which period he
was active in counselcounselingirig ferventberven
in his labors on thetile templetempie and in
making preparations for the exo-
dusiuslus of the saints from nauvoo

early in february he crossed
the mississippi with his family 0on
lis way to nindfind an asylum in ththe
ar west from the rage of mobs and
he persecutions of bigoted profess
orsora of religion the ensuing win-
ter he tarried with the mainmaln camcamp
at winteratwitter quarters

in 1847 he accompanied pres
youngyouns and the pioneer company
in their unexampled journey to the
valley of the great salt lake and
after actively assistsassistingrig in the coun
ellsoils and labors incident to the set-
tlement of these valleys he return-
ed the same season to winter quar-
ters where he arrived october
inn 1848 he movedm oved to nearmear raneskanes
ville and opened a farm and on ththe
ith july 1849 again started for tin-

kgreat basin he reached salt laklake
city with hishig family october 27
he was elected a member of thtb

senate of the provisional state 0of
deseret and among other laborslabora
reported a billblu in to build
ing a railroad across the Contcontinentconanonnennon
in december 1850 he raised a

company of volunteers travel-
led miles south of salt lake
city organized iron county and
formed Aa settlement since called
parowanParowan
at the first territorial election

in august 1851 he was elected a
member of the council of the legi-
slativeislative assembly andon the
of november waswas commissioned s
colonel of cavalry in the iron mil-
itary district he waswaa admitted tcto
the bar and successfully practisedpractise
law for about a year

in 1852 he left iron county and
was appointed to preside over the
affairs of the chuehuchurchreh in utah coun-
ty he traveled and preached
much in all the settlements overove
which heho had the watchcasewatch care
at the annual conference of ththe

church in 1854 he wasyas elected
historian and general church rec-
order and immediately entered
upon the duties of that office

on february 2ndand 18551955 lierashe wasvas
admitted a member of thetho bar 0of
theche supreme court of the territory
of utahon march 1856 he was
elected one of the delegates to pre-
sent to congress the constitution13 01of
the proposed state of deseret and
the memorials asking the adais
ilonlion of utah into the dunlopunion

in 1856 7 during a sojourn aef
about eleven months in the fi tate
in addition to his duties as dele
gatesateate he preached in the states of

connecticut new york new Jjer-
sey

r
ley pennsylvania virginia ohio
illinoisllinois cowand missouri

april 11 1866 hebe received fromgov durkee the commission 0of
brigadier general and was ap-
pointedpointed aide de camp to the

generalbeneral of the nauvoo legionat the october conference in
1868 he was appointed to succeed
the late president heber 0 rimkirn
ball as first counsellor to president
brigham young

from the first session of ththe
territorial legisLeglilegislaturelature in 1851 until
1864 except one session when ab
entsent in the states he served as a

member of the council and fremfromfam
1864 until 1870 as president of the
council

on october 14 1312187-0 hohe started
on a mission and visit to the vari-
usous european nations and to jerus-
alem from whence he returned
runefuneunerne 187373 J

during his absence on this mis-
sion he was appointed trustee lnin
trutrustat for the Cchurchh of jesu
christ of latter day saints at the
aprilrilrii conference 1873 which office

ahe0 held until his death

obsequies of president
george A smith

HEXIE obsequies of the late
dentent george A smith were con-
ducted on sunday at the new tab
maeemade ataat 8 the building
wasvas opened to those of the public

whoho desired to view the remains
abichwhich were in the commincoffin directly

ina front of the stand eromfrom the
hourour mentioned up to ten a
tream of people passed by and

gazedabed upon the face of the good
manaan who had taken his departure

fromrom this sphere to another the
expression left upon the coulten
incenee wasbasoneone of serenity the mouth

beineingT rather more firmly compres-
sed than in life

the space immediately surround
ingng the coffin was occupied by the
nearlear relatives of the deceased
shortly after ten the im-
mensebense building was packed with a
denselense multitude of people the as

being so large that a con
adorableIderableenable number were unable to
gainalnain admittance and they stood
around the entrances on the
tandstand were

ofot the first presidency brig-
ham young and D H wells

of the quorum off the twelve
apostles john taylor wilford
woodruff C el blehbich orsonoreon hyde
orson pratt jjLorenzoorenzo snowknow frank-
lin D RichardrichardsricBichardssi geo Q cannoncannou
andfind brigham young jr

there were likewise the presid-
ingjag bishop and counsel theth-e presi-
dency of ththisIs stake of zion and
many leading elders from all parts
of the territory the assemblage
aisoiroiso was notnoe only composed of tthee
eople ofot this city hutbut those who
ad flocked from various parts of

ibethet territory to pay a last tribute
of respect to the esteemed deadat fifteen minutes past ten tho
lid was placed uponupon twethe commincoffin
which was covered with wreaths
of natural flowers

the vast concourse of people was
called to order by president brig-
ham young and the choir sang
liethe hymn on paid commenacommenc-
ing

thou dost abt weep to weep aloneaalonenione
the bibroad bereavement seems cfallto nalltall

unheeded undand by 1

he waswas beloved beloved byall
the opening prayer was offered

byelder john taylor and the choir
anangg the hymn on page

barkl iromfrom asarafar a
moves gri the breezebreer 69 issiacilsits bectechoeshoea swell
the choruschords of the dead

the music for this hymn was
composed specially for the occasion
by brother george careless andancl
was very effective undand appropriate

elder george Q cannon arose
ndand stated that president george

A smith hadbad in november 1873
recorded a jrequest that certain por-
tions of the bible book of mor-
mon and book of doctrine and
covenants should be read at his
funeraland in accordance with this
request he read the chapter of
paulypauls epistle to the corinthians
thentheu a portion of almas instruct-
ions to hishia son CorCoriantonlanton in the
ath chapter of the book of alma
book of mormon and also the vis-
ion commencing on page of
the book of doctrine and coven-
ants
the assemblage was addressed bybiheche following

ELDERELDEK ORSON llyde
the occasion which has called us

together is a very solemn one to
payrayay our lastiasi respects to the remains
off a noble man of god whose test
mony jives in the hearts of the
faithful and will live there forever

who can listen to the instruct-
ions given us in the vision that
has been read and hear the glorious
ndind powerful truths therein baunwitlawitiawithoutout deep emotion thesentiment expressed in that vision
is pregnant not only with mean-
ing but with weight and with
power to every individual possess-
ing a common grade of intelligence
and understanding puny is the
grinarm that nightsfights against itatI1 thelord Aliallalmighty will vladvindicateleate hishia


