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(Copyright by Frank G. Carpenter.)
0L, State of Soerkarta Java,
Have you ever heard of the gul-
tan of Solo? 1 don't mean the

gultan of Sulu, The latier i1s &

Httle
lower part of the Philippine is-
lands, The i8
the greatest native ruler of Ja

gix by nine nabob in the

sultan of Bole

va. He has milllons of gubjects In his
own province of Soerkarta and the
most of the 26,000,000 of Javanese peo-

ple look up to him as the saccessor of

Mahomet, and the Intermediary be-
tween them and their god, I have writ.
ten gomething ¢ the gultan of Djokja-
karta. This sultan I8 & much greater
man, Hls capital oty s the largest
native city In Juva and it has in the
heart of It & vast palace Inclogure con-
taining thousands of nobles, servants
and sleves. 1 am told that there are
26,000 people living Inslde the pulace
walle. These include the princes and
all the other relatives of the imperial
family and thelr retinues

THE BULTAN'S WIVES

They also include a vast female pop-
wlation. All Mohammedang have the ;
right to more than one wife, and the |

sultan can have as many ug he wighes, |
He hag one heud wife and numerous
concubines, as well a8 many female
nlaves gand servants, The ladies of the
hurem proper seldom come putsgide the |
palace and they are not geen by the
men who call npon his majesty, The
sultans, or head wife, often takes a
party with her when she goes out driv-
Ing, but at other times the looser forms
of Mohammedan seclugion are pre-
served. The most of the women [n the
pilace are noble women. They are the
daughtery of the native chiefg and they
estéem it an honor to be chosen as
wives of his majesty,

HOW THE LADIES DRESS,

I have described the dress of the la-
dles of the Djokja court, Tt {8 much
the same in Solo, According to law the
thousands of women inside the palace
wear decolette dresges, All except the
sultang and the princesses, are per-
footly bear ag to thelr shoulders and
'*ms, They have a gpecinl pattern of

v58 which Is not permltted to be worn
utglde the palace, and thelr saronys,
ilthough made of calico, are very ex-
pensive, for thev gre all decorated by
band by the artistic printers of the
kingdom,

& woman'g dress 18 somewhat as
follows, First there Is a strip of call-
o ornamented with original decora-
tlong about three yards long and a foot
wide which I8 wrapped round and round
the body just under the arm pits, bind.
ing the breasts so tightly that it {g of-
ten Injurlous to health. The upper part
of the shoulders and arms have no cov-
ering and there i# a strip of hare yel-
low skin from three to gix Inches wide
between the breast band and the sar-
eng-like skirt which forms the rest of
the custume, The skirt s slse bound
very tightly about the bedy and the
walots are conslderably compressed. The
Javanese girl 1z quite as proud of her
waist as her American sister, and she
18 very particular as to the pattern of
her sarong.

BLACK TEETH ARE FASHIONABLE

She spends much time also upon her
teeth: net In making them white, but in
giving them the jet black hue which is
faghlonable among the natives of this
part of the world. Both here and In the
Phlllpmu both sexes black thelr teeth
and glmost every tribe hay & different
method of fillng them. In Mindanao 1
suw hundreds of men and women who
had thelr teeth hollow ground, just as
though they had taken a rat tall fite and
scouped out the front of thelr teeth. In
Java the men gometimes file thelr teeth
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HIS MAJESTY, THE SULTAN OF SOLO. 3
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whole crowd after him. On the veran-
da In front of them were native scribes
In turbans and sarongs with kris-like
swords In  thelr belts at the back.
These were the clerks of the court,
Each had a great pjle of coppers beside
him, the collections of fines and the
funds for making the change. The
veranda was filled with natives of vari-
ous ranks, I made my way through the
crowd and was admitted to the court-
room., The judge was a good looking
Hollander dresged In white duck, with
& handseme young native In turban
and sarong squatting on the floor near
his feet. The native was the prosecutor
and Interprater. As 1 waited a crim-
inal was summoned. He was made to
erawl fn on his heels and he sat on his
heels while he wag cross-examined,
the witnesses coming In and sltting on
their heels about him.

As far a8 I could see the Dutch judge
did his best to get at the truth, He
was looked up to more as a father than
o Judge, and this {8 the relation that
the government tries to maintain with
the people. The cases were petty ones,
No fine of more than 310 was Imposed
during my stay in the courtroom, and
some of the fines were but a few cents.
One man had been out without a lan-
tern., A jealous woman was arrested
for an assault upon her lover and a
very pretty glrl was sent to prigon for
petty larceny. 1 watched the cloerks
paying the witnesses, They received 2
cents for each mile they had traveled
in coming to the court, and were pald
in coppers,

A RICH NOBOB.

The sultan of Solo has a large rev-
enuie. Everything in the country noml.
nally belongs to him, He owns all the
lands and rents out a large part of
them to forelgn planters. He recelves
125,000 guldens a month from the Duteh
government and o great deal from his
own people. He can |avy taxes with the

and which would in case of trouble with
the Duteh promptly capture him and
take him prigoner, for they are really
the gervants of the Duteh,

The sultan has vast treasures in gold
and jewels, His women are gorgeous iu
silver and gold, and the princes and
princesess wear dlamonds galore. He
has his own zoological gardens, and his
stables contair the finest of horses,

THE LANDS OF THE NATIVR
STATES.

The states of Djokja and Solo are in
the richest part of Java and they prac-
tically belong to thelr sultans. The
sultan of Djokja gets 80,000 gulden a
month in money rents, He leases bis
lands out to foreigners on twenty-year
leages. The same is done with the sul-
tan of Solo. In these Jeases the sultans
engage that the natives of the vicinity
shall work for the planters one day a
week without pay, This is on condition
that the rice lands consisting of half
the rented estates shall belong to them.
According to custom half the land shall
be planted in sugar and half in rice and
native food crops, These crops are al-
ternated every vear, so that there I8 a
rotation of crops, which i8 best for hoty,
planter and native, The contractor
knows that he is to get but half the
land at one time and rent {8 arranged
accordingly, The people work the lands
asg villages and ecommunities, dividing
the crops. While eultivating the rice
they have their own head men, but on
the sugar plantations they are governed
by the planters’ oversesr, and he uses
them practically as he pleases, Each
planter has his own watchman fur-
nished free by the sultan. In case of
fault he can only punish through the
sultan, or rather the resident, A large
part of the labor is free at least one day
In seven, This is due to the sultan as
a tax. and he transferg {t to the plant
ere. The hours of work are from 6 to 6,
with two hours off at noon.

Do-

large sums (n his entertainment, 1 re-
cently visfted & sugar factory, the
Iands about which were leased of his
majesty, The factor expected o have
the sullan go over his plantation, ana
he was anxfous 1o make a good tmpres.
slon upon him. He hud put up a
pavilion at the raliroad stution as a
sort of a rest house for the gultan, and
had erected triumphal arches along the
line of march, [ was told that hiz ma.
lesty's entertalnment would cost
least a thousand dollars, and that there
would be parties, receptions and other
gay dolngs. While [ was on the ostate
one of the sultan's officials came out to
look Into the arvangements for the jm.
perial  entertainment. As  the officiinl
stepped from a rallroad car one of his
servants held a great umbrella over
him to shield him from the sun, Anoth
er followed cafrying his sword, anothe
with hig spear, while the fourth came
along h(‘:\l'lng his cane The official
was In hig bare feet and the contrast
between hig gorgeous retinne and his
own slovenly appearance was striking.

THE PEOPLE ARE POOR,

It Is & striking commentary on the
excellence of the Duteh rule In Java
that the natives of the two states ruien
by sultuns are much poorer than thos
of the stutes governed almost entirely
by the Dutch, The most of the
here dress n blue cotton, They are so
poor they cannot wear the beautiful
printed goods they make although thelr

peaple

manufactures are s=old in  the other
stutoes,
Indeed, the women of the lower

classea are vory beasts of burden, I see
them everywhere walking along under
heavy loads. They carry fruits ana
vegelables to market on thelr backs and
on poles over ‘thelr shoulders, They
work in the flelis and they are the
porters of the markets, The women do
the most of the selling In the mar-
kets. They peddle about all kinds of
wares and have meat shops, dry goods
stores, hasket stores and vexgetable
hooths, The drugeists arve females, the
Jewelers are females and in fact the
most of the huginess geems to be donw
by women. Jugt outside the palace eity
in Djokakarta there are a score or more
booths where women are eelling joew-
elry and powder and paint to the wo-
men and others who go in and out of
the palace, Thev gell alao costly sarongs
and other articles. 1 tried to buy a few
gpecimens as curins. but found that the
women were entirely too shrwed as
traders for my limited purse,
IN THP} BOLO MARKETS,

The women are equally shrewd here
at Holo. There are thousands of them
doing buginess in the markets. These
congist of vast sheds divided up Into
hooths and of open courts covered with
great umbrellas mads palm leaves
with long handles driven down into the
ground, Every market woman carries
her umbrella to the spot ghe hag rented
and plants it. She then spreads straw
mats about it, and arranges her wares
upon them, leaving space enough for
herself to squat among them cross-
legged, The umbrella shades her, and It
I8 made go that it can ve inclined Lo
face the sun. There are hundreds ef
stuch umbrellas in the market place,

Stroll with me through the great
court and take a look at them, We are
in a fleld which seems to be growing
umbrellas, and under each umbrella I8
a black halred, yellow faced woman
gurrounded by plles of varlous articles,
Here 18 one squatting down among
green corn, #iring beans and other veg-
etables. There Is one gelling tobago,
and farther on I8 one who has nothing
but corn husks to be used for clgarette
paper, On the opposite side of me Is a
girl selling tea, Her stock is plled up
on a mat on the ground (n front of her
and ghe 18 measuring It out with a lit-
tle cocoanut shell, I point to the ghell
and ask h&y much and ghe replles twq
cents, using the Javanese languag?,
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The pinty are dead ripe, "They are
Just fresh from the tlelds and the rich
odor of the frult Alls the alr, [ plek up
one of the largest and the girl tells me
it {8 worth five Javanese cents, equal
to two cents American, As ghe talks 1
make a note of her dress, Bhe I8 olad
like hundreds of other women in the
market and Is a fair type of the maid-
ens of SRolo, Her complexion Is the
color of vich Jergey cream, Her hatr
I8 biack, long and straight, it Is greasy
with oil and is combed tightly back
from her forehead and tied In & Knot
under the crown, Her ear lobeg are
filled with briss plugs as thick as my
thumb, the outer end of each plug set
with red and white glavs to imitate
rubies and digmonds, Hhe has on a
blue cotton jucket and a sarong, Her
Jacket 18 open at the front and I geo
the blue breast band, which she in ¢com-
mon with all her sex here wears bound
tghtly about the body just under the
arms, As 1 look her mouth opens, her
torgue rises and she pushes Lo the front
of her lips & great brown quid of betel-
nut and tobacco, and holds 1t there a
moment, while down from the corners
of her yellow mouth g stream of red
Betel saliva slowly wickles,

FROIT WHICH SMELLS LIKE LIM-
BURGER CHEESE,

Moving on [ come to g seotion which
makes me think of gome of the markets
of! Germany or Holland, and 1 look
about in vain for Limburger cheese, 1
seo Instead enormous round prickly
balls, gome of which are cut open and
In which a custard-like pulp shows out,
This is the durlan frult, a single fruit
often welghing as much a8 a two.year-
old baby, It has a smell like stale
#RuE or very old cheese, hut its taste I8
delicions, The pulp which covers the
seeds 1s the edible portion. It looks
much ke custard, and is greatly priged
by the natiyves, and also by forelgners
when they can overcome thelr dislike to
the smell

Another fruit which ig sold Is the pa-
payd, much like & muskmelon, which
you eat with a spoon, It s a great di-
gestant and will belp you with any
other stuff you have eaten, Then there
Is the Jack fruit, a single pear of which
would fill a peck measure, and weigh
from thirty to forty poundse. There are
mangosteens, which leok like rich red
apples, but which are 58 white as gnow

| on the Inside and taste like strawber-

|

ries and ice cream. There are great
pomelos, oranges of all varietles, water-
melons and muskmelons, as well as
every frult of the troptes. There {g no
land In the worlld which has better
frult than Java, and the hest of all
kinds comes from Solo,
FRANK . CARPENTER,

Sl

HORSES 11IS STANDARD.

The following story about Mr, Zang-
will has just reached the Bookbullders'
club of this city, A short time ago the
author of “The Childrenofthe Ghetto"
wig driving about London with a stock
hroker friend in a vietoria. When he
had been dropped, the stock broker,
Alth mingied pride and condescension,
sald to the coachman: ““That was the
great Mr., Zangwill driving with me
just now,”

The man looked but vaguely Inter-
ested, so the Dbroker continued.
“Hayen't you heard of Mr. Zangwill?"

“No, sir,”" replied the coachman,
“ean't say aa I 'ave. 'H don't keep
orses, do 'e?"—<New York Times,
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