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Sume messages were late In being
delivered, bul the reciplents got out of
bed st midnight to respond to the call,

The Repubhcanbouse passed & reso-
lution reviewlng the situation, calling
on all -citizens of Kansas for “moral
aid and mctive support’’ to help to
resiet the “*forcesof mnDarchy and revo-
lution.”’

Governor Lewelllng was found In
his private office in gonsultation with

Judge Webb, Lhe attorney for
the Populists, and Cheirman
Breidenthesl of the Populist

atute gummittee. The governor refused
to disousa the situation, but Webb said
the Populiste would come out of the
fight on top of the henp. When the
Republicaos took possession of the
house they ejected the Populist
sergeants-at-arme, They eay they pro-
puee to hold poseession, and have
gent oui for dinner, The governor
heg ordered out four companies of
infantry and two batteries ot artiilery,
and 25 men, chiefly {armers, have
peen taken to the arsena), uniformed,
armed and sent to the capitel grounds.
Qakland company has also urrived
and taken position in the grounda.

The Republicane have nziled,barred
and propped every door leading to the
hall. The Populists have decided to
freeze the Republicans out. The
fanitor has shut off the steam from the
hell. Tie Populists have also under-
taken to starve out the Republtcanps,
The men sent for lunch for them can-
pot get past the miiitin lines. The
house is thereiore in n slate of siege,

A militia company bhae been Bta-
_ tioped pear the arsenal with guards
posted, Two cannons bave been run out
of the areenal, londed withjghot, nnd
everything looks decidedly warlike,
The militia have full control of  the
situation,and every move on the Popu-
list house depends on the governor.
Colonel Hughes of the Third regiment.
Republican, hss been relieved from
dnty because he refused to obey the
agjutant general,

TorPEKA, Kan.,, Feb, 15,--Bleeding
Kaneas Desrly bled again loday,
Nothlng but the wisest ocousvsels «f
calmer leaders of the opposing partles
prevenled a serlous conflict aud the
shedding of blood. Not since tve anti-
glavery and pro-siavery forves were
arrayed in hostile aititude against one
another has political exeitement run so
high a8 today, and pot since Lhose
perilous times has the politicul situation
come so near developing iuto s battle
with arms.

The members of the Republican
house, erch carrying a revelver, forced
their way through the Populist guard
atationed in the ocorrider =sod the
atpirway leading to Representa‘ntive
Hall, fought thelr way inch by inch
up.stairs in a8 bapd-to-hand contest
witlhh Populists, battered down the
doorg of the hall with sledge h: mmers,
tovk poesession of Lhe hall anpd
barricadéd themselves within,and with
a standing siege by the Pupulist
government,

supported by the enurel
milltary force of the siate, who bope to | peated,

ing for Republican volunteers to come
to Topekn at once mod lend aid to the
Republican house. Reeponeses have
been recelved from ali over the siate
statlng that volunteers have offered
their services by hundreds and will
arrive in Topekn by the firss train,

A 10 o'clock tonlght 500 troops are
on guard around the building, while
500 are on their way from difterent
parts of the state. Hundreds ol Re-
pubiican volunteers armed for battle
are gathering from all parts of the
stute. The Populists have organized
Inte provisional troope. The militia
being Republican in sympathies, will
probubly not gbey an order to shoot
down political brethren, while the
provisional compaoies compused of
Populists, are | repared to go o nlmost
any dxtreme to defeat the Republican
plane and maintain the Popuifst posi-
tion, No ove dares predict what the
morrow will bring forth. Few hope
for a peaceful eolution of tbe difficulty;
nany expect bloodshed and are hold-
ing their breath io anticlpation.

At 6o’clock this eveuing (wo
publican gunrds stationed in the cor-
ridor chunced to run mcross Assistant
BState Auditor Mackey, a Populist, and
arrested him on a charge of having
nssaulted a Republican guard auring
the morning scrimmege, He was

| hustled into the hall and afler a briet

examination wns confined ns a prisoner
in one of the colonk rooms under
guard of the aasist.nt sergeant-
al-arms, Before long sounds of
8 scuffile were beard and Mackey
plunged through the door with blecd
streamiug down his face from a Bevere
scalp wound which his jailer inflicted
with a waiking stick. Mackey
gaid he mttempted to open the door
lending into the hall and wae_nssaulted
without further provocation. The guard
aaye Mackey threatened him with
a revoiver and that he struck bim in
self-defense., Mackey was then allowed
o go. He was Dot severely wounded,
At 10 o'clock tonight Governor
Lewelling anppeared at the door of the
house apnd asked admittance, He was
permitted to enter and as he made his
appearance the members rose in re-
spect, He made an Impressive
speech, The governor eaid he would
coneider no gompromite s0d po appeal
by the Repuhlicane, If the Repub-
licane would not surrender, then he
would be forced toorder the militia to
drive them from the hall at the point
of the bayonet, A volce from the
geata askeu: “WIll you sbide by the
decision of tbe courte??? The governor
declined to reply and left the hall,
Ex-Governor Qsborne, a Republican,
who nccompanled the governor, sald
that he hnd come with the governor
from & conference between a commit-
tee of citizens and the chief eXeculive
and wae assured from the temper of the
goverpor and assoolates that Lhey
would cousent to Do compromise,
Continued resistance by Republicans,
he said, would lend t0 bloodshed and
the poenes of border wars would be re-
Tomorrow would eee a gather:

starve the Republieans inlo unconudd- | ing in Topers of hundreds of itepub.

tional surrender, Right here ariseathe |

probabllity of un armed conflict

between the Republican guards and {fllct and bicod would surely flow.
| counselled moderation on the part of

the Btate militia.

The Rﬁpubllcan members kept the
wires hot sll dey Fending mesanges to
constituents informing them of the
desperate situatlon of aflalrs and cail-

licans and Popullsts, and the intense
feeling prevailing would lead to & cﬂ:-
-]

the Republicane.

Colonel Hughes, who is n member
of the houge, appeared before the houre
in upiform at 11:30 and informed the

!

members that] .8 commander of the
troops they bad pothing to fear from
him, He would soconer resipn his
command than earry out the order to
eject Republicans in the house, He
niso eald a majority of his command
would withdraw from the militia witl
him if they were ordered to use force
lo drive forth the legnlly elected nnd
legally organized house of representa-
tivea from the hall, He further inti-
mated that orders to the guards ro far
as they related to the taking of pro-
visjons into the hall had bren relaxed,
Hardly had thie been said when a
string was dropped ocut of every win-
dow and in m ehorter time than it can
be told, baskets filled with substantlal
lunches were hoisted up and the Re-
publicans broke their long fast.

THE FIRST CONFLIOI.

The first conflict between soldiers
a0y members of the Republican house
tuok place late tonight in the corridor
leading to the representautive hall.
Representativee Davis and Breiden-

Re- [thal, who had escaped to geta lungh,

were challesged by the guards on Lheir
way back. Breideothal drew mrevol-
verand told the guard if he did not
lower the bayonel he would blow his
head off. The guard allowed him to
pB8E,

ToreEKA, Kans,, Feb, 16,—The olty
ls biack and blue toduy, black with
people come Lo ‘‘see the fun,’”’ and
blue wlith troops,

Every train arriving the past twelve
hours brought troops and Republican
& d Popuiist volunteers, armed with
all sorts of wespons, anxious to takea
band in the fight. Boldiers surround
the capitol guardsat every entrance,and
prevent any one from entering without
n pass from the governor,countersigued
by the adjutant general, The members
of the legialature are not betier off in
thig respeot than common folke., Mrs,
Leage mansged to get io, but Mr,
Lease spent several hours trying to
tollow har wilhout succees,

The Populists kindled boufird 1o
the streeis to warm themselvea by,
Battery A of Wichita with a Gatling
sun aod plenty of ammunition guards
the main npprosch to the oapitos;
battery B of Topeka guards the
nrsenal, Busiue:s is depressed; men
walk in groups; a single pedestrian lo
rare sight, The hotel corridors swarm
with men from all parts of the state, to
be on hand in case of an emergenocy.
The Ltroops sympathize mmostly with

the Republicans; so, in spite of
the ndjutant general’s order nDat
to allow foou te be taken

into the Capitol the soldiers conveni-
ently fail to see the well filled backets
of provigions hauled up to Representa-
tive haill by mesns of ropes. The
Wichita batlery even wentso far asto
bringile Gutling gun on the ground
unfit for use, one very essential part of
its mechanism having been removed,
The captain of the battery appeared
wreatly surprised when his attention
wus called to thefact, and called up hia
men one by one and guestioned them
sboult it, All denled mny knowledge
of the clroumstance, and the plece still
rowns impotently at the suppusedly
iuvading Republicaus,

The Populists planned to essault the
Republican stronghold at 3 o’clock this
morulng, boping to take them by sur-
prise. Colonel Hughes lenrned of the
plan aod jnformed the - Republicana



