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Written for this Paper
THE PROBLEM OF AGENCY.

—

That men’®s minds need direction
and that interference with personal
agenoy is seen everywhere in human
experience, is 80 plaiu as Lo require no
comment, but few ther« are who are
musters of their own acts or even ol
their own thoughtle; anu rece proclivi-
tiee are s8 much the productol the
whole as of each individual appar-
enlly.

There Is but little originality in the
masseg. Oue hereand theie by per-
gonal will makes a position. The
majority neeu one made for them; will
is weak and enlerprige js stagnani;
they move in grooves and are automa-
tons almoust. FPut them anywhere,
there they remain, They vegelale
and do not grow; they are satisfied
with little ratuer than to increase that
fittle of their own volition, Probabiy
a few are muved by example, They
try to imita e auu in tha , advance a
gquare or iwoon the checker-boaru ol
Jie., Hence bLut few men employ
themscives, They have to be em-
ployed, aud as of old, they siand in
the market place because *‘no man
hath hired them.””

Thousands wnre indisposed to work
pave al thal lo which they LAVe been
secustomed, Adaptability 18 Jaceing.
Toure is no sel -help or self-reliance.
The poiunting of u pin, the polishing ol
a needle, uriving a team, immured 1in
# ¢oul mlae, or e¢laiming to be a me-
chanic, men will hesitale almost tu
starvation peint  ere they take up
earvestly (and then hardly eversuc-
ceesfully) something to whicn tuey
are uusccustomed. The force of cir-
cumstances lusists at times that this
shall be otherwise, 'The fathers in this
Territory were made farmers—many of
them by cowmpulsion. Li they nau
wanted 10 they could not have gul
away from bere; beiug exhausteu
on arrivalj and vesming duty abeolute
they reluctantly remained, like the
Pioneers who ‘‘came here willingly
becauss they were obliged,”” as Presi-
dent (4. A. SBmith used to say.

But they never loved their occupa-
tion, and In this feeling centers prob-
ably & fact of sclence, Cuil-
dren so born and rased, rebel,
dislike, forsake that which alier years
of experience in the past of the (atheis
has become a matter of routine anu
habit, a modification to indifference
or acqulescence, spite of the original
dislike.

We heard of a person who said to
President Young that he would nevel
‘raige boys to his own occupation—
.merchacdising; but after years found
& numiber so engaged. 'l'o use a semi-
vulgar phrase, ‘*that which was breu
in the bove would come out in the
flesti;?” “‘like (Il may be said) begets
like,”? “Ye are of your father the
devil,?” sald good authority, ‘‘for hiws
works ye do.”” Per contra, the claim
of paternity made by the Jews as Lo
Futher Auraham was denied on a
philosophic ground, “If ye were the
chiluren of Abianam ye would do the
worke of Abraham.,’?

Have not many been **born into the
kingdem of Gou”’ because of Lhe spir-
itual longing of their fathers, who
years prior to its advent hau
fallen asleep? Parental characteristics
are repeated, as all comment

testifiee, @ How like his father,
in walk, gesture, proclivities, mental
or business acumen! “How like the
mother,”” saye an .bserver; ‘‘all her
beauty, her clevernees, her spirit and
person!?? “How llke the father in
some things, how like the mother iu
other:!’? eayeancther, How mudified
and blended at times when mutual
love and regard determined an unfore-
seen future! And farther, how agsit
at times close parentage 1s igno ed or
unperceived, because heredity struck
back a generation or two, reproducing
ancestral fearures for a surprise,

If the aspirations, eharacteristics and
features are tbhus reproduced, what o!
individual agepcy? When an in-
veterate drunkard repeats himeself ip
nis posterity, where is the agency ol
the child? When posterity is cursed
with disease or with passions beyonu
control, fe it notsimply the *“‘vigiting
of the sins of the fathers upon the
children uoto the third or fourth geu-
eration 277

Even if the assertion is made
that agency can modily by culti-
vation or repression this undoubled
inheritance, is it wpot at time-
a’ter much struggle, lifelong effort and
vast cost? For power used in this way
{s evident waste and might have been
prevented perchance by 1ntelligent
consideration. The old saying is not
yet worn out, though repeated almost
ad nauseam, **Ye cannotgather grapes
from thorps or figs from thistles}’? and
common sense does not look for special
gobriety in the drunkard’s home; voes
not count on virtue in the haunts of
profligacy; does not expeet special in-
dustry. in the offspring of the liler;
does not ask fora high type of rever-
ence, devotion, religlon where skeptics
repeat themegelver; does not think thar
intelligence willgrow robustly in the
soil of ignorance. ‘‘As men BOW, B0
shall they reap,’” is surely an eternal
law, and it may not be too much te
say that coneiderable religious, moral
and mental phenomenon is purely the

working of irresistible ‘‘cause and
effect.”? Nor can we doubt that
much parental anxiety, much of

fumily discipline, much that claimes
encouragement or repression or the
diverting of embryo azency, is direct-
ly iraceable to feelings, conditions,
loves, disliker, neglect or hypoeriey on
the part of uncontrolled progenitors,

Most men. and women need dis-
cipline ag much ag their children. Free
and unrestricted agency i no more
posgible to omne than to the other.
“When I would do good evil is present
with me,”” eaid Paul, Any Pharisee
will admit that; but Paul went much
urther than that when he said, “The
thinge which I would, those I do not,
and the things which I would not,
those I do.”? Burely all experience
poiots out the imperfection, the limit
of agency. Where |s the person who
would not change his condition, his
surroundings, his opportunitiee, if he
could? He feels within, longings—
good ones; desires—grand oner; ambi-
tione—great ones; all good, perchance,
and the confession that probably these
things ere withheld for good is slm ly
a blind giving away of the point after
all,

W here, then, is the origin or limit of
agency? It is where responeibility

begine, when there is & measure of
experience, where there is in part com-

prehension of law, Up to this time,
according to the need, we iu educa-
tion’s processes endeavor to control
agency (o make It subservient torule,
to authority, to such order as superiors
inaugurateor establish, pometimes by
compulsion, then by penalty, finally
by intelligence. After maturer years,
soclety, associations, conditione, sffect
that,each msking the facuity more or
less modified psrtly by necessity or
partly of choice as the case may be.
The measure of responsibility is in the
indivivual. If heis non compos men-
tis, soclety condones, excuses of con-
fines according to its manifestation.
But no ope is obliged to te another.
He must be himaelf, and as heacquires
self - knowledge learns his uelects,
ailings, weaknesses, moral obligation

ineists  om restraint, correction,
improvement, When such dcfects
are radical and cbronie, all

appliances of educational science aim
at redemption, ard point out methods
of control or expansion—development
as the case may suggest.

There can be no personal responsi-
bility as to what & man or person is,
But as to what shall be made of that f»
constilutes the agency of effort. Men
must try, must seek to remedy—to
overcome. President Young said that
as & man ought to pray, he should
“ecompel his Eneas to bend, his body to
bow, his lips to speak.”” This may not
be done at once, but persistence may
will, eventusally compel success. The
same authority had a will of his own,
as is well known; but it required half
his life to bring himself to leave off
tobaeco. A man with lees iron in his
composition might have lived and died
a usr, Ooply the etrength of that
privilege which all may enjoy comes
when ‘‘the Spirit helpeth our infirm-
ities.””

The power of faith centers in this
promise—this endowment., By it weak
nnes become 8trong, ignorant ones
full of wisdom. Evil is eradieated,
subdoed, brought ioto esubjection.
Agency is purified, strengthened, en-
larged, modified, The things formerly
loved are now hated. WI1ll is sanctl-
fied, lost, swallowed in obedienceto a
higher law, even that of Christ.
“Neverthelegs not my will, but Thine
be denel??

After all, there are versons of great
decision, of powerful will, and it may
be harder to secure their conversion
and regeneration than where persons
are more pliable, disposed to submir,
to obey, to do right so far as they
have light and knowledge. When
these become illuminated, their path
is like tbhat of the just which “shineth
brighter and brighter to the perfect
day.”” The agency of the child is
checked, reproved, corrected, enlarged,
oultivated. Some men are ever chil-
dren, and they, while suabservient,
useful, passive, are never leaders.
They do not “achieve greatness,”
I'hey never overc me, Untrammelled
agenecy is a thing unknown in the
economy of God or the experience of
mep. Onply in part c¢an men do as
they will. The limit of ability is the
limit of agency; and while there was
a great truth in the words *‘ye will
pnot come unto me that ye might have
life,”” it was equsally true, no doubt,
“No man cap come unto me excep
the Father which hath sent me draw
him!*



