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THER DESEREDT N EW S.

AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE
CAUSES OF THE "XPLOSIUN.

Yesterday afternoon an inquest
relative te the ex u.usion commenc-
ed at the City Hall, before Coroner
Taylor, when Mrs. Minnie New-
ton, and Messrs. J, H. Raddon,
John Richardson,J. H Van Na ta
and B. 'W. E. Jennens testified.
All but the witness last named
were examined, for the purpose
mainly of identifying the victims
and showing the manuer of their
deaths., i/ ,

Mr. Jennens’ testimony was to
the eflect that the magazine of the
Dapent company, for whieh he is
agent, was strongly built, and’ fire-
proof. No restriction was placed
upon the owners as to the quanti-
ty that should be stored in the
buildiugs. Me aad boys had shot
through the doors, and he had
found a buliet in a keg of powder.
tHad ealled the attention of ex-
Mayor Wells to the matter, as he
considered there was danger from
that praetice.. Had had stronger
doors made to resist the bullets.

Believed that Giant and Hercules | 8
powders would explode without |

concussion, in cermin atmosphetic
conditions. He believed the ex-
plosion was caused by spontaneous
combustion, or by a bullet being
shot into the powder.

At 10 a. m. this morning the in-
quest was resumed,

Ex-Mayor Wells testified that
some time in February, Mr. Jen-
nens had stated to him that some
boys had shot at the magazine
doors, that a bullet hole had
been made in one of the doors,
and ‘the ball had entered a
keg of powder.  Witness told Mr.
Jenunens if he could put * tness cn
track of the parties they should be
punished. Mr. Jennens said he
would put a stronger dot »n the
magazine uunder his charge, and
witness said he would endeavor to
discover the parties who did the
shooting. Witness instructed the
police accordingly, and he under-
stood they acted on those instrue-
tions. . Mr. Jennens ecalled on wit-
ness only once in relation to the
subject. . Witness believed he sug-
gested to Mr. Jennens and other
parties interested that the maga-
zines should be enclosed by a high
fenee, for purposes of protection.
There had been some target shoot-
ing west by north of the magazine.
Mr. Jennens’ statement did not
come in the form of a ecomplaint, as
the parties who shot against the
doors were not known. Powder
men considered the loeation of the
magazines safe. Merchants for
merly stored their powder in the
city, which was eonsidered unsafe.
Witness remcmbered expressing

the opinion that they should
be Jocated ten —miles away|
from the eity, but - through

being situated high, they were asi
Sale us they wouid be at a eonsider

abledistanceaway on lower ground.
Mr."Jeuunens had stated that ne
would not keep any glycerine or
Giant powder there, and he hoped
that none would be stored in eon-

tiguous magazines, as it would be

exceedingly dangeroui. The maga-
zines were mot built by the eity,
but by the compuanies interested
The buildings were inspected when
in progress of coustruction, and
were c¢onsidered as safe as such
things eould be. Parties had re-
ceived permission to store a certain
amount of powder in the city in
temporary magazines on wheels,
on aceount of the inconvenience of
resorting o frequently to the geue-
ral magazines for supplies.

Mr. Woodward, of Geo. M. Secott
& Co., was the next wirness, The
firm moade an applieation for per-
mission to build a magazine, but
concluded not to build, and used a
space in the Walker Bros” maga-
zine, and had i it at (he time of
the explosion in the vicinity of
2,000 pounds of Hercules powder,
Believed that the magazines were
constructed as well as any maca-
zines are construeted. The iron on
the-doors was 4§ of an inch thick,
and the rocf was'tin. Hercules
powder ¢éan only be exploded by
coneussion, but cantot by spon-
taneous combustion The Giant
powder is linble to explode without
any visible or apparent cause,

Besides the Hereules powder, the
sSanta Cruz and Oriental Co’s. pow-
dery” Walker Bros. agents;, was
stored there. Hereules powder is
stored or put up similarly to Giant
powder. A gun fired near the
building would not be likely to ex-
pl de Hereules powder, by atmos-
pherie concussion. ' It "would take
direct connection with a sub-
Stﬂﬂﬂf‘. ' - l

Mr. Mathew H. Walker, of Wal-'

were agents for the California Works
and the Oriental Works. The build.
lngs were of briek, with iron doors
aud fire proof, About 30,000 pounds
of their powder was stored there.
It was common black powder,
blasting and sporting. Scott, Dun-
ham and Co’s Hercules powder was

door, but to the left of it. I'he two
magazines were about 100 feet apart.
Scott & Co. had permission from
the California Fowder Company’s
magazine to store Hercules puwder
there. Walker Brothers had been,
several years ago, agents for the
Giant powder, but gave it up on
account of the danger, having heard
of many accidents resulting from
it. The Hercules caps are more
liable to explode from coucussion
than the powder itself. He believed
there was glycerine in the eempo-
sition of the Hercules powder. A

striking the caps would be likely to
cause explosion. The day previous,
the4ih,a carof black powder was de-
livered by Waker Bros., at the ma
azine., wid notthink that powder
could have leaked from the kegs, be-
ing iron,and formed a train leading
to the building. 1f a bullet reached
the Hercules caps through the
door it must have been an obligque
shot. Had been told by workwen
that the door of one of the maga-
zines had been perforated by bul-
lets,and in co uence one of the
doors had been lined with iron.The.
firm bhad beenin the habit of receiv-
ing reports from the m 1nes at
short intervals, and the men who
had occasion to enter them were
required to put on rubber shoes.
No guard was kept at the maga-
zines. \Walker Broihers got the
privilege of building the two maga-
zines fiom the eity, and then sold
them to the powder companies.
[here was a small quantity of Her-
cules powder in the magazine that

also out of the line of the door.

C. M. 1., agent for the Hazard Pow-
der Company, was next examined.
The Hazard powder was the only
kind they had stored in the maga-
zine, There was about 10,060
pounds. It was black powder,
vlasting and sporting. The build-
ing was of rock, with tin roof, and
the door was faced with iron on
the outside, There was no other
kind of powder there. They had
not been near the building for
several days, not having oceca-
sion to store or take away from

it. Hercules aud Giant pow-
der is dangerous, and liable
according to his understanding,

to explode from spontaneous com-
bustion, or atmospheric causes.
That opinion was general among
powder men. The Lnstitution had
refused to handle those powders for
a considerable time, excepting on
special orders, which were deliver-

ed to the parties as soon as received.
Haa nothing of that kind ia the
premises. A small quantity of

powder wa: Kept in the city by Z
C. M. L., in a galvanized iron
wagon,bottomed with soft material.
Black powder is not dangerous, ex-
cept from fire. A gentleman in the
powder : business had said *that,
owing to the relative posit on of
the ma azines, if one exploded all
would go. They were within abouat
a hundred feet of eac:: other. Mag-
azines were general built in small
gorges. 'Thbe ma
fired into, and bullets had bheen
fouud inside, having perforated the

thing of that kind recently. Wit~
ness was of the opinion the Her-
cules and Giant powder should be
stored a‘long way from other and
less dangerous powders.

Mr. J. R. Wipder testified that
he acecompanied Mayor Wells, Lhe
surveyor, and Mr. Whitehouse and
Mr. Jennens, the two lalter being
interested in the Dupont Company,
to select a site on Arsenal Hiil, for
a magazise. Mr. Whitehouse then
stated that he co.sidered the loca-
tion safe for magazines, bul was
not willing to buiid oveif Hercules
or Giant powder were kept im either
of she others, The Mayorstated
that 'he was not prepared then to
state whether such material was
kept in the building alluded to.
I'he lot wus sold to the party and |
the magazine was built.  About
that time Walker Brothers were
granted the privilege of keeping in
a movable magaziue in the city a
quantity or powder, not more than
400 pounds, and, on petition,a sim- |
ilar privilege wasggranted to B. W.

:
ker Bros., next testified. The firm | to Mayer Wells that while himselr

not located in a direct line with the |

ball fired into the mzgazine and | the location of the magazines,facing
in that direction, ia vhe act of clos- |

!

‘diately by two other similar and

| The first report he heard was, as

| lash and,simultanecus with that, a |
A

e

T

and others were in the vicinity of
the magazine a bullet eame very
near to him, but he knew mnothing |
abeut who fired the shot. The
Mayor had instructed the
try to find out the parties, whieh
| they endeavored to do, but failed.
Did not remember the Mayor sag-
gesting to Mr. Jennens to offer a
reward fox the persons who did the
firing. Mr. Whitehouse considered
the ¢ity safe from explosion at the

police to |S&Y

altitude of the magazines. The
Mayor immediately took steps to
discover the parties who did the
shooting, and to put astop to it
Had wnot wisited the magazines
singe being theie with Mr. W hite-

bullet holes in the doors of any of
the buildings then.

Mr J. Nicholson testified to hav-
ing been standing on the beneh
east of City Creek, south-east of

ing a gate, when he saw two huge
masses of flame shoot iuto the air
being so near as to appear to rise
almost simultapeousiy, and close
together, and were followed by 2

|

house and others. Did not see any |J

Eevml attempts to change theedu- I

cational system of the State have,
fertunately on the whole, been de-
feated. An effort has been made,
with what success we cannet yet
, to change the divorce law of
the State in the interest of adulter-
ers. Sundry abortive efforts have
been made to handle the Chi-
nese question. A couple of hun-
dred Jocal bills have been d.,
The promises of retrenchment and
economy which graced the begin-
ning of the session have not been
carried out. A committee of in-

iry has found huge frauds in the
tate Land Offices And this is
nearly all that the session has pro-
duced. When the Legislature ad-
journs it will be impossible to sa)
that it has disposed satisfactorily of
auy ¢question  brought before it,
though it has not passed any con-
spicuvusly bad or immoral laws.
When, however, we i1eflect upon
tihe cost of one of these sessions o
the taxpayers, and theu examine
what it has produced, we are com-
pelled, mnecessarily, to question
whether thé game is weorth the
candle, and whkether seplennial
pariiameunts would not be mueh

dense cloud of smoke; and imwme-

distinet flashes, oue of whieh, the
last, appeared te be slightly south
of the others, its flash being in
front or south of the other smoke. |

near as he could calculate, almost
simultaneous with the last or third

vetter for the publie-interests than
viennial ones.?? Tl |
Political Corruption..

A Free Talk with Christian Volers
and Pollileal Managers,

It wasvery refreshing, and rather
amusing, to read the admirable res-

a shower of missiles whizzed
through the air in the vicinity of
where witness stood. .

1t will be observed, from the evi-
dence, that previous statements

gazine had been |

kegs, but had not heard of any-|

E. Jennens.
Remvembered Mr, Jennensstating

that have appeared that Giant er
Hercules powder had been stored
in nearly all the magazines were
ingorrect, the only powder, other
than ordinary sperting and bilast,
being about Z,000

the s81e kind in t.hﬂ‘ O_I’ienmtiwhm
Mr, H. B. Clawson, Supt. of Z, |In the remai

ning two were Hazard
and Dupont powder exclusively.
The coroner’s jury were E. T.
Mumford, Jos. Gorlinski and S. W,
Sears, Adfter hearing the evidence,
and considerable deliberation, they |
rendered a verdiet to the effect that
the parties deceased, over whom
the inquest was held, came to their
death by the explosion of powder
magazines, and that, to tLe best of
their judgment, according to the
evidence adduced, they were led to
believe that said ex plosion was |
caused by loose powder strewed in

the vicinity of the magazines being |

iggnited by a burning paper wad,

from a shot-gun, supposed to have | tjons are not new.

been fired immediately preceding
the explesion. Also that no blame
could be attached to any person or
persons, the explosion being purely
‘acecidental. Th:;fury reecommended
that additional.  p

taken regarding portable magaziaes
kept in the eity.

- > e -

it i T ag ot | g e gy g 4 e b
was not used by Scott o.,which | les belonging to tt, Dunham & }forma tha -
had been vbtained by Walker Bro-|Co.,in the California Company’s o b, parkio

: : : : by the **
thers for their mine, but it was | building, and a small quantity of

in substance made a

recautions be | of adc

AN' UNSATISFACTORY SES- ’

SION. .

TaE Utah Legislature worked with-
out pay, as the British Parliament
does, last sesssion, and did a satis-

ness too. The California Legisla-
ture is paid haundsemely by the
State, but judging from the follow-
ing, from the Sacramento Record-
Union of Aprill, that body did not
give very great salisfaction by its
Just expired session— .

“It has not been a particularly
successful ene, and though at the
beginning many important issues
were in - agitation, few of them
have been acted upon. No general
irrigation bill has been y DOT
has an Irrigation Commission been
appointed. The elear duty of tak.
ing action concerning the injuries
to agricuiture from mining debris
has been disgracefully shirked.
Weeks

factory amount and kind of busi- !

wasted in discussing the rail-
road question from a dema=
gogue standpoint, and finally a
law has been in that

regard whieh is altogether unsatis~
tactory and mischievous. Some-
thiag has been done towards the
suppression’ of quaekery, on the
other haud. The West
tion bill has been passed. A

tary and much needed bill for the
retraction of libels has been reject- |
ed. A most absurd and contempti
bie bill forbidding the removal of
Chinamen’s bones from the State,
has passed both houses, after hav-|
ing been once rejected by thejSe-
nate. San Frane h:s a water
bill and ‘a very foolish gas'pill,

olutions recently adopted by the
‘Unwon League Club of this eity,

looking to reform in the mede of | ¥

making mominations to public ef-
fice. Those manly, patriotie and
sensible resolves struck a powerful

blow at the manipulation of nomi- | 8™aSP

nating conventions by office-hold-
ers and professional politicians, and
they set forth, in emphatie terms,
necessity and duty of the per-
ular service
ple,”” as a distinet race
of beings from the ¢lass of men into
ands. this business is now
committed. '

|  We say these sentiments are re-

Sreshing. 8So far has the “body
politic” gone into corruption, and
so deep the eoma into which the
nation has sunk, it is like a gale of
puré air in a dungeon, or a stream
of light in its piteh darkness, to
hear from any intelligent and influ-
ential body of citizens such a pro-
test and appeal. We are assured,
when such « hail is heard from the
ship of state, that all on board are
not insensible to her danger, and
that she is not going down witheut
making at least a sign.

It is amusing also, Such resolu-
They have been
reiterated
and published annually by reform-
ing committees and conventions

and clubs, and what good have they | P€C

done? While they are in process
option, and the eloquence of
speeches in their support is yet vi-
brating on the air, the men whom
those resolved are intended to ex-
tingaish are quietly holding their
“primary ‘meetings,” putting in
nomination the regular party can-
didates, packing the coming con-
vention, and laying the rails on
which the trading politicians ex

precipice over which no Nation

pect to run their men into office at
the ensuing election. The men,
the intelligent, honest, patriotie
Christian citizens whoought to be
at work at the primary meetings,
are passing patriotic resolves at
the clubs, or toasting their feet in

| their snug chimney corners at

e.

But the time has ¢ome for action,
and the time for talk has ?amd by.
This country, our form of govern-
ment, the ark of Republican free-
dom, is in greater danger of total
destruction now, than it was in
1860. The da is the greater
now beeause it is a moral ruin that
impends. War, evén civil war,
may sweep over the land and cover
the harvest fields with the bones of

have been worse than|our first born. And the flowers will

bloom again over the graves of the
dead, and harvests be increased by
the fertilizipg blood of citizens. But
for National moral eorruption there
is no resurrection. Nations that

sink in their own roftenness go
down int&lf?r s e
: contempt, living only in tory as
de Ir:g.'l-' warning ] lessons to nuceeo:ﬁng

a- | '

He must be blind and deaf who
does not know that we, as

shame and

a t)en-
ple, have reached the verge of that

fell and rose again. It may be

@ver
ration to apply the lan

of the prophet the American

NWation. “The whele head is sick

| and $he wholg bearf faint; from the | shall bless us,—

ward this declaration of hope

jority.

sole of the foot even to the Lead
there is no soundness in if.”

But it is as safe as it is sad fo say
that the party politics of the coun-
try are cerrupt beyond the possi-
bility of exaggeration. There is no
need of any very nice discrimina-
tions as to who or what is most in
the slough. One points tu the other
with the finger of shame, and it is
but a question of opportunity, “The
Washington rinq beats the Tweed
riug out of sight,’” is the sententious
confession and retort by which cor-
rupt men in the two great parties
are stigmatized in the same line.
[t is not important to make politi-
eal capital out of stockin which the
bold, bad mien of all parties trade,
and will trade until theyare driven
to their hiding places and prisons.
The most disheartening feature in
the whole case is the unwillingness
of the people ‘to regard it as any-
thing more than a party fight. 'T'he
paintul truth is apparent in the
manner of conducting investiga-
tions in Congressional commuttees,
Party advantage, more than publie
virtue, seems to be the ultimate
end of much of the work that is
done. .

The party that hesitates to vote
supplies when the enemy is ap-
preaching the capital is eonfessedly
in league with the foe. The enemy
that threatens the Natiou now is
corraption, and all hands should
join in tilo patriotic rurpoua of
reaching its sources, drying up its
foul streams and saving the country.

This is the year of all years for

such & revival, and such a regene-
rating and saving work, It is of all
ears in our National life, the one
to be made memorable and glori-
ous ia our history by the redemp-
tionof the government from the
of politicians, and ils estab-
lishment in the hands of the peo-
ple. This is the year, first, because
it is our centennial year; and, see-
ondly, because it is the year of the
Presidential election.

The patriotic, national, old-time
sentimentof the fathers of the re-

ublie is stirred as it was never be-

ore. Every principle of honor, vir-
tue, faith and ecourage that made
our independence a boon to Ameri-
cans and mankind, comes to the
front and appeals tous to be wiseand
brave,,and independent now, when
the country reels under the stag-
gering influences of base, venal,
trading politicians.

Both the great political parties
have named the day for their Na-
tional Conventions to nominate
Presidential candidates. It is not
to be expected that any third party
will be in the field. The political
millennium has mot come when
good men of all will rush to
a common stan , and unite on
one true greatl statesman in whom
all men trust, and say to him, “Be
our leader and defense.” We ex-
t no such miracle of healing for
Our hope is, and m
b
this discourse tends, that the reve-
lations of corruption have been so
timely and so startling that BoTH
parties will be compelled by the
pressure of a roused public opinion
to call to the head of their ticket
the best man they can find in their
res e ranks. It ison all hands
admitted that there has been no
time since 1860 when the issue of a
Fresidenfial election was more
doubtful. Both sides figure a ma~-
And there was never, in
our recollection, a canvass in which
each party was more divided on
questions of National and private
interest, such as currency, revenue,
ete., so that the ties of party sit
lightly on the limbs of its adher-
ents. In this state of things, the
interest and the duty of @ each
party are to subordinate merely
political questions to the higher
sentiment of charaeter. In il?
of statesmanship, that lefty senti-
ment of homor and right which
made Washington the model for
all countries, and the living exam-
ple for successive ages, is the type
of man for the times oa which we
have fallen. - The party that finds
such a man, or even one who sug-

ts the possibility of such virtues:
. 11 cgmmand the in-

in himself, wi
telligent, grateful appreciation of
millions of American citizens. I1f

there are two such men to be found,
we hope (alas, how faint the hope)
that one of them may head the
ticket of each of the political par-
ties, and that with success of
either we may hail with gratitude
the reign of sensitive houor, integ-
rity that, like seasoned timber, ne:--
ther gives or takes, and that right-

the Nation.

{eousness which exalteth a Nation.

Then shall sin cease to be our re-
proach, and God, even ourown Ged,
New York Qtanver.




