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AN investigation INTO THE
CAUSES detheOF teeTHE EXPLOSION i

f r

yesterday afternoon an inquest
relative to the exl commenc-
ed at the eitycity hailhall before coroner
taylor when mrs minnieminn3 nonew-
ton

W
and 3 H

john richard onion J H vanvannana ta
and B W 35 jennens testified
all but thetho witness last named
weree examined for thetha purpose
malmaimainly of

I1
identifying the victims

and showing the mannerin annerinner of their
deadeaths i

mrur jennensjennenJenrennena testimony waswa ttoa
the effect that thetiletha maemacmagazineazine of thedupont company porfor is
agent was built andandt firefire-
proof hono restriction was placed
upon the owners as to the quanti-
ty that fillshouldouid be stored tnin the
buildings MPale sadladnd boys had shot
through the doors and he had
found a bulletbulletinin a keg of powder
had called tilethe attention of exeximayor wells to the mattenmatter as he
comiconsidereddered there wawai danger from

nadmad had stronger
doors made to resist theohe bullets
believed that giant and hercules
powders would explode without
concussion in certain atmospheric
conditions he believed tho exiexext i

was caused by spontaneous
combustion or by aitbulletbullet being
shot into the powder

at 10 a jnmi this morning tilethe in-
quest was resumed Lex mayor wells testified thattbat
some time in february mr jenjeu
hens had stated to him that some
boysboabos had at the magazine
doordoore that a bullet hole had
been made in one of the doors
and thetha ball had tn t a
keghe of powder witness toldtold mr
Jjennenseline us if he could put v encu
track of the parties they should be
punished mrnir Jentjennenslens said he
would put a strongerngee dotdoe inn
magazinemagazin6 under his charge
witness said hohe would endeavor to
discover the parties who did the
shooting witness instructed the
police accordingly and be under-
stood they acted on those instruc-
tions mr jennens called on wiwit-
ness

t
oaly once in relation to the

subject witness believed liehe sug-
gested to mr jennensjennJenueniseris and other
parties interested that the maga

should be duclodontincloseded by a high
fence for purposes of protection
there had been some target shoot
ing west by north of the magazine
mrbir Jentjennenslenasional statement did not
come in the form of a complaint as
thetho parties who shot against the
doors were not known powder
nienmen considered the location of the
magazines safe merchants for
merly stored their powder in the
city which was considered unsafe
witness expressing
tilethe opinion that they should
bobe located ten mileswiles away
from the city but through
being situated high they were asi
s afe d they aougouidti bd ata
able distanceillili awayavay oilon lower ground
mr had istated that liutiu
would not keep any glycerine or
giant powder there and he hoped
that none woul 1 be stored in con-
tiguousc magazines as it would be
exexceedingly t thothe maga-
zines were motnot built by the city
but by eliethe comcam pinies interested
the builbullbuildingbuildingsdino s werdword inspected when
in progressproprugressgreAs of construction aej
were considered as safe as such
things hebe parties had re-
ceived permission to store a certain
amount ofor powder in thutho city in
temporary magazinmagazinescs on baeli
on account of the inconvenience ol01of
resorting so frequently to the gene-
ral magazines for supplies

mr woodward of geocleo M scott
co was the next witness the

firm ni ade application corper
missioti ioto buildbulitt a magWagmagazineazine but
concluded not to build audabd used a
spacespaces in thetho walker bros maga-
zinezi nelandand had in it at the timetime of
the explosion in the vicinity tft
20002005 pounds of herculesHerculeq powder
relievedbelieved that the magazines were
constructed as weliwell asastinatinyliny malmapmaga-
zines are constructed the iron on
the doors wawas3 1I of ana inch thick
and athe roof casiriwasiri hercules

lonioncanean only be exploded by
concussion but cannot by spon-
taneous combustion the giant
powder is liable to explode without
anyauyanySrisibleVisible or appaapparentrentreut cause

Besilles the hercules powder the
santa cruz and oriental corscof pow-
deryder bros wnwas
stored there hercules powder Isiri
stored or put up similarlyimilarlyariy to giant
powdendmnder A gun fired near thebuilding would notnut be likely to ex
pip de powderponder byby atmos
phe tao1 l it would take
direct connection with a sub-
stance 9

mr mathewmathow II11 walker of wal

karer brosbrog 11nextat testilledtestified the farinfirm
ae torfor he california works
mdpa the 0orientalven al works the build-
ings wre of brick with iron doors
andaud fire proof about pounds
of heinhelnheir powder was stored there
it was common blade powder
blasting and sporting scott dun-
ham aud co 14 hercules powderponder was
not located in a direct line with the
apor but to thetile left aritof it rherhes twowo
niamagazines were about feet aparttro4 rt
scott sc co had permpormpermission fromm
thothe california powder company s
uisulamagazineazine to storestone hercules powder
thetherere walker brothers hadbad been
several years ago agenagents forjor the
giant powder but gavagave it up on
account of the danger having heard
of many accidents resulting from
it the hercules caps are morumure
liable to explode from concussion
thanhan the itself he believed
herethere was glycerine in the compo-

sition of the hercules powder A
ball tindfired into thetho magazine and
strikingln thethet caps would be likely to
cause explosion the day previous

carof black powder baidelwas de-
livered by brosbrud atabc the ma
agazine ildiidisid not think that powder
couldcoull have leaked from the kegs be
lug iron audand formed a train leadingg
to the building if a bullet reached
the Herherculesgules caps through the
door 1if must have beenbeen an oblique
shot had been tobbyoidold by workmen
that the door ofor one ochof he maga
zine had been perforated by bul-
lets and in consequence onepue of the
doors had been lined with imoniron The
airm hadbad been inld the babil of tereceiv-
ing

deivdelv
reports fromflom the magmagazazinmesesittat

short intervals41 and the iheninenmen who
had occaoceaoccasionslon to enter theinthem wregre
required to put on rubber mieshoes
iwno guard was kekeptpt at the maga-
zines walker broiBrokbrothersileraliera got the
privilege of building the two maga-
zines aiom the cityeity and then boldhoid
them to the powder companies
there was a small quantity of her-
cules powder in the magazine that
was not used by scott Cowco whichbich
had been obtained by walker bro-
thers for their mineymine but it was
also out ofor the linehne of the doordour

mr H B clawson suphsupt of Z
CMC ALM LIgentagent for the hazard pow-
der donicompanypanpau was next examined
the hazard powder was the only
kindiud they had stored in the maga-
zine there was about
pounds it wmwas black powderowseiowdeidelpounblastinglast and sporting the build-
ing was of rock with tiniiilri roof andand
the doordoir was faced withw iith arorarowron on
the outride there wasyas no other
kind of powder threthore they hadhao
notlot been near the building for
selsetseveralzeral days not havhavinging occa-
sionslonsion to store or take away from
it hercules and giant pow-
der is dangerous anandd liable
according to his understandingilg
to explode from spontaneous com-
bustion or atmospheric causes
that opinion was general among
POpowderader men the institution hadbad
refused to handle those popowderywidere for
a considerable time excepting on
apspecialecial orders which werepre deliver-
ed to the partiesartlesarties as soon aa received
had litanothingunging of that kind inlathethetle
premisespremisms A smallsmail quantityqanalty of
powder waswaa kept in the city by Z
0 af I1 in a galvanized iron
wagon bottomed with soft matwatmaterialerial
black powder is not dangerousdangerous ex-
cept from fire A gentgentlemanlepan in tthetherh
pupowderVd business had said toatythat
owinging to the relative positit onoil 0off
ththethae inma abines ifit dileone exploded ailall
would go they were within about
ahuabua hundredadred feet of eabead ather mag
abines were general bultbuitbulitbuilt in small
gorges tpthe magazine hadbad been
firedtired I1incoyt0 and bullets had beenheen
found having perforated the
kegs but hadbad apnoinot heardboard pfaf any-
thing af that binckkinc recently wit
nelieneassa waaWAS of the opinionn the hag
eculesles and giant powder should be
ststoredred along way from other and
less dangerous powders

mr J R winder testified that
he accompanied mayor wells the
surveyor and mr
mr JennerjennelisJennerisls the two latteriatter being
interested in the Ddupontupon tcocompanymcany
to select a site on arsenal hill for
a magazinezige mr whitehouse then
stated that he cosiconsideredderedderea the loca-
tion safeeafe for magazines shulshut was
not willing to build oue if hercules
or giant powder were kept in bitherhither
ofor lielleactietie others the maymuy or statedslated
thabthat lib was not prepared then to
state whether such maturmatorlailat waswag
kept in the building alluded to
rhephe lot was sold to the partypirty and
the magazine was built about
that timelime walker brothers were
granted the privilege of keeping in
a movable magazine in the cityelty a
quantity of powder not more than

pounds and on peti tionatlonaonla sim-
ilar privilege wasa to B W

nbc
1 remembered mrair

to wells that while himself
and other were la the of
the mapmagazinepazirazi

1 ue a bullet camecam very
near totp him but he janeknew nothing
about who fired olouie shot the
mayor hadhid instructed the polleepolice to
try to find put the parties which
theyuley endeavored fotof o do budbut fillijailedZd

iidoidold not remember thath mamayormavorvor sug-
gesting to mr jennens to offer a
retiarewardregardrd fogbothethe persons who did the
firing mr whitehouse considered
the citycily safesare from explosion at the
aaltitudetude 0off the magazine themayor immediately took steps to
disadiscovergyer the partiesparses whyap didald the
shooting and to putpuppu a stop to it
had nolnot visited the magazines
sincel being thele with mr white
lioushubusandsanddithersothers not see any
bullet holes in the doors of any of
tha buildings then I1mr J nicholson testified jo0o hav
ing beeneen standstandingipg on the belichbench
eaeasieaslsl of city cree south eaemst of
the location of the magazines facing
in that direction in ullethe act of clos-
ing a gate whenI1 he saw two bugehugq
mass of tiamevl Ue shoot infointo the airi
being so near pa to appear to rise
almost simultaneously ardand cluie
together and were followed by in
ddenseguse cloud afq smoke urdand imme-
diately by twowo othe andiund
distract flashes 0oneonone of which tha
last gippappearedearedpared toa be slightly sosouthrthuth
off thu others its flash bejocbeing inid
front or auth of the otherothur
the first report he heard wwas aaAs
neargearasaj behe wouldcould calculate almost
simultaneousI1 with the lastor third
flash yfwithith chatithat Aa
a shower of missiles whizzed
through thehe air in theth vicinity of
where atnesvtnes stood

it will bbee observed from the evi-
dence that tnttutement
that bayehave appeared that giant orkr
hercules powder hadbad been stored
in nearly all the magazines were
incorrect the onlypilly powder otherother
thanthag ordinary sporting and blast
beingheing about 2000 pounds of
lesies belonging to scott dunham
id in the california Companysarlys
building ancianclandaA small quantity of
thetho salusainsamea kindbind in the oriental
in tha xemayemaremainingining two were hazard
and Dupontlupont powder exclusively

thataa coroners jury werevere E T
gorlinski and 8 IV

sears after henringhearing the evidence
and considerable deliberation they
renrenderedderedaa verdict to the effect that
the parties deceaseddeceasedoverover whom
tilethe inquest was held came to their
death by the explosion of powder
magazines and thatitoto the best of
their judgment accordaccordinglilg tolo the
evidence adduced they were led to
believebelleve that Ebaideaidailall explosion wasaas
caused by loose powder strewedtf in
the vicinity of the inagamimagazinesnes being
ignited by a barninburningr paper wawadds
from a shotgun supposed to have
bbeeneen fired immediately preceding
the explosion also that no blame
could nattWattbe attachedached to any person or
persons the explosion being purely
acelaebiaccidentaldental recommended
ahr additional precautionprecautionssi be
taken regarding portable magazines
kept in welwet aty

AN unsatisfactory sesBUS
stori

Tra uta li Legislaturgturp worked with
0outu I1 pay as the britishbri parliamentpaniPAri lament
does last sessessbesssalonsionslon and did a satis-
factoryfactory amount and of0 busi-
nessnelnesss too the Can fornia helwa
iuroeure is paid handsomely by the
state but judgingfudging frainfrom the follow-
ing from the ac ecord
union of Aaprilrilrii 1 that body did klotnot

i
give very great satisfaction aits
just expired sessionbession

abbas not been a particularly
successful eneone and though at the
beginning many important issues
were in14 agitation few ofdf them
have been acted upon nonb general
irrigation billlill hashaa been passed nor
hashaa anun Comcommission been
apappointeded the clear duty of takitak
ing action concerning the injuries
to agriculture from mining debris
has beenbeem disgracefully ah likedirked
weeks have been worse thail
wasted in discussing thethem rail-
road question from a demamma j
gogue standpoint and finally a
law has been passed in that
regard which is altogether unsatis-
factory and mischievous some
thlaghahashaa beanbeen done towards the
suppression of quackery on thetile
otherotherhandhand the west bideside
tiuis bill haybay been passedparsed A salu-
tary and much needed bill for the
retraction ofdf libels hacihas been reject-
ed acostA most absurd and contempti-
ble bill forbidding the removal of

bonesbonea from the state
has passed both houses after hav-
ing beenbeell once rejected byby thetheisese
diate san ifrancofranciscoasco h- shs a wwaterte
bill andaandiaand a very foolish gasgasillkjAll

several attempts to change the edu-
cationalcational system 0of thesthe statetate have
fortunately on the wholeswhole been de-
featedfaabed an effort hasilai been made
with what success wewo cannot yet
sasay to change the divorce law ofta statestata in the interest of adulteadulter-
ers sundry abortive efforts haveave
beenveen made 16to hahandleadle the chi-
nese question Ak couplecoupie jofhun-
dred localocal bills bavehave been passedpissed
the promises of retrenchment and
economyeconomy which gligracedaced th-ethe begin-
ning of the session have not been
carriedrud ououtf A committee efof in-
quiry has found huge frauds in the
state lantandyandtan office and this iais

1nearly all tthathat the session has prodpro-
duced Wwhenhen the legislature ad-
journs it will bobe to sa
that it liashas disposed satisfactorily of
atlyalv question brought before it
thoughthaden itift has not paapaspassedsed any cou

bad or immoral lawslaw
however we upon

the costcst of one of0 these sesssessionslods to
thethu taxpayers abidand thentheu examexamineibi e
whatwhalv hathal it has produced we are com-
pelledbelled necessarily 16to guesqUesquestionfioriiouiod
Olwhetherlether the gamehame is warth the
candlecandie anaandanuana whether septennial
parliaments not be much
beitter for the publiopublic
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b political corruption

sarioA ereofreo albl voters
antl political counters

it wasvery refreshing and rather
amusinamusing9 to read the adadmirable res-
olutions recentlyly adopted by the
union leagueP club of this city
looking to rreform in we made oiof
making nominations totd public grof-
ficetlefie thosethoe manly patriotic and
sensible resolves struck a powerful
blow at the manipulation of nomi-
natingbating conventions by office holdhoid
ersera and professional politicians and
they set forth in emphatic terms
the necessity and duty of thetho per-
formancefoformance of that particular service
bbyNthehe Irpeople Asas a distinct racei ce
of beings1 from the clawclass of menbieh into
whose hands this bubusinessiness is now
committed

weN sayaay these seneisentimentsments arearetere
so far has the body

politicpo itle gone into corruption and
so deep the comadoma into whickwhichwhich the
nation hasfias sunk it is like a gale of
pure air initi a dungeononoror a stream
of light in its pitch darkness to
hear from any intelligent andabd influ-
ential body of citizens suchasuch a pro-
test and appeal we are assured
when uchfich ftit hailwill is heard fromfiodi the
ship of state that all ddoilgilboardboardhoard are6
not insensible to herbee danger and
that she is not going down without
making at leastleat a sign

it is amusing also such resolu-
tions are not new theywhey have been
in substance made and reiterated
andund published annually by reform-
ingin committees and conventions
anadannd clubs and what good have they
done while they areateare in process
of adoption and the eloquence pfaf
speespeecheschedebed in their supsupportportierport is yet vi-
brating on the airiairnir the men whom
ththose resresolves are intended to exiek 1

arearo quietly holding their
primary meetings puitplitputtingting in i

nomination the regular party caileailcan-
didatesdi packing the coming con-
ventionventven tionlon and layingwing the railsrail on
which tthehd trading politician ex
peed to run theintheIr menmeu into officeceatat
the ensuing election the men
the intelligent honest patriotic
christian citizens who ought to bebei
at work atal the primary meetings
tireare passing1 patriotic resolves at
the clubs or toaitoastingting their feet in
their snug chimney corners at
home

but the time has come for action
and the time for talk hasbas passed by
this country our form of govern-
ment the ark of republican free-
dom is in greater danger of total
destructiondestructlohlon now thaniban it waswas in
1860 the dangerdangl is the greater
now because it 14islsiaa moral ruin that
impendsim war even civil war
may over the land and cover
the harvest fields with the bones of
our first born and the flowers will
bloom again over the gravosgraves of the
dead and harvests be increased by
the fertilizing blood of citizens but
fofor national moral corruption there
Is nd resurrection nationslotions that
sink in their own rottenness go
downdowd into everlasting shame and
contempt living only in history as
warning lessons to succeeding
ages

he must be blind and deaf who
does not know that we as a peo-
ble

peo-
ple have reached tilethe verge of that
precipice over which no nation
ever fell and rose again it may be
exaggeration to apply the language
of the prophettobetto the american
nation the whole head iaIs sick
andardd tilathe whole heasbeasheart faint bom thetb

sole of thethocherootfootroot even to tha lead
there ji13 no in 1if 1 1butilbut ilisibisIs as safe as ititsis sadja naynaxray

1

that the party politics of tutherouncaun
trytty are corrupt beyond the possi-
bility

abssi
Jof exaggeration there is nopo J

need of any very nice
as to who or what is most in

the slough one points totu the otheother
with the finger of shame and it is
but a questionuestlow of opportunity the
washwashingtonagton ringrino beats the tweed

out of sighteighty Is the
bonfeconfessionsion and retort by which cor
ruptbupt men in the two great parties
are stigmatized in the samebame line
it is not important to make politi-
cal capital out of stock inhi which the
bold bad men of all parties trade
and will trade until driven
to their hiding places and prisons t

thetile most disheartening feature in t

theQ whole case laIs the unwillingness u
ofV the people to regard it as any-
thing more than a party fight the

truth is apparent inim the
manner of conducting
rions in gressionalColiCob committees t

eartyparty advantage more than public
virtue seemsseema to be the ultimate
end of much of the work thatthatis is I1

done
the party that hesitateshesitated i to vote

supplies when the enemy is ap-
proachingprodroaching the capital is confessedly
in league with the foe the enemy
that threatens the nownov is
por and all hands should
join in tlethethe patriotic purpose of
reaching its sources drying up its
foul streamstreams and saving7 the country

this is the year of all yearssears torfor
such a revival and such a regene-
rating and saving work it is of alle
years I1inn our national lifeilfee the one
to be made memomemorablerabi0 anandd glorilorilorl
ousoua lain our history by the recreeredempafe MD i

government from thete
grasp of politicians and its
lish ment in the handshandsororof the peo j

pie this is the year filfilstfirstst because
it is our centennial year and sec-
ondly because it is the year of the
presidential election i

rhetheahe patriotic national old time
sentiment odthe fathers of the re-
public is stirred as it was never be
fare every principle of honor vir-
tue faithfalth and courage that made
our indeindependenceV a boon to ameriamerl
cans anand mankind comes to the
front and appeals doustoto us to beaise and
travebravejandand independent now when
the countcountryr reels under the stagaageringgoring ininfluencesances of base venal
tradingrading politicians
both the great political partparties

havehavo named the day for their na f

dional conventions to nominate
presidential candidates it is not
to bebo expected that any third party
will be in the nieldfield Tthehepolpoliticalitica i
millennium has not ecomeom vwhenhen
good men of all parties will rush toid
a common standard and unite 0onn
one true great statesman in whom
all men trust and say to him beBa
our leader and defense wewe ex-
pect no such miracle of healing for
the nation our hope is and to-
ward this declaration of bohope allail
this discourse tends that the reve-
lations of corruption have been so
timely and soao startling that nothBOTH
parties will be compelled by the
pressurere of a roused public opinion
to call to the head of their ticket
the best man they can findlanfindlanindfind in theirthein
respectrespectivetive ranks it is on allail hands
admitted that there has been no
time since 1860 when the issue of a
presidential electelectionfon was more
doubtful both sides figure amaa ma
Jorljori ty and there was never in i

our recollection 1 a canvass in which
each party wasvaswaa more divided on
questions of national and private
interest such as currency revenue
etc so that the ties of party sithit
lightly on the limbs of its adher-
ents ina this stastateteofof things the
interest and the duty of each
party are to subordinate merely
political questions to the higher
sentiment of character integrity
of statesmanship that lofty senti-
ment of bonorandhonor and right which
made washington thathe model for
all countries andland the living exam-
ple for successive ages is the type
of man for the times oaon which we
havohave fallenfalleti the party thauthat finds
such a man or even one who sug-
gests titheie possibility of such virtues
in himself will Ccommand the in-
telligenttellteli igentgent grateful appreciation of
millionmillionssotof amerlAmertamericanedn citizens if
therethem are two uchsuch men to bobe found
we hope alas how faint the hope
that one of them may head the
ticket of each of thetha political par-
ties and that with the success of
either we may hallhail with gratitude
the reignkeign of sensitive honor integ-
rity that like seasoned timber ne-
ther

nei-
therher gives or takes and khatrithat right-
eousness

litll11

which exal teth a nationn
then sliallshallrhallallnil sinbin cease to be our re-
proach and god evenoueven our ownrown gedgod
ahall blesbies usius AWwad verk QS anver


