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abandoned and though some have
been of late years reclaimed many lie

today the recent border
troublesleswithwith the apaches make this
especially the casecame in the northwestern
part of the state of Chilichihuahua

large deposits of iron and loadstone
are found in chihuahua and the cerro
del mercado in the state of durango
tois said to be a mountain of iron assay-
ing 60 per cent of pure metal A
great variety of marbles everywhere
abound gypsum and slate are very
common and anthracite coal of the
best quality in an inexhaustible
quantity has recently been discovered
in eastern sinaloa after naming a
number of the mineral resources of
mexico mr alfred BR conkling says
to these are to be added every other

metal which science has enumerated P

in former times the government
owned and worked all the mines and
even after the citizens were allowed to
hold mines a tax was levied butheon the
output but at present there is no trib-
ute exacted or any restrictions what-
ever on the ownership of such prop-
erty it is however required that
the claimant shall work his mine the
year round or provide the equivalent
of two men working six months or
four working three months if this is
not done the mine may be de-

nouncednoun ced and the claimant ousted un-
less he can show good cause for his
neglect however as mines usually
pay working expense from the grass
roots 12 this regulation ishi not considered
a hardship

the manufactures of mexico are
comparatively unimportant none but
those of tobacco cacao sugar and in
dago being in excess of the home con-

sumption
A description of mexico and its re-

sources is no more interesting than its
history and this not more so to
many of your reareadersJers from the fact of
their anticipations torfor its people
than that their country was once
the home of the conquerors
of this the aztecsazteca or mexi-
cans who coming after the exit of the
more peaceable and intelligent toltec
held sway here at the time of the con-
quest in their immigration to the
south are said to have made the shores
of the great salt lake one of their
stoppingDg places from there so tra-
dition has it they migrated to the gila
river in arizona about where the

mormon settlements in that section
are located thence to where the casas
grandes ruins now stand whence it
is supposed they made their entrance
and next and last halt in the valley of
the city of mexico here after a
time they conquered the surrounding
peoples and established the magnificent
court of the Monte

promfrom the conquest of cortez in au-
gust 1521 to the movement for inde-
pendencepen dencedeDee in 1810 the historyblestoty of
mexico presents an almost unbroken
narrative of misrule internal dissen-
sions with the exception of the war of
1846 with the united states occupy
the time from that period to the inva-
sion of the country by the french in
18681863 but since the death of emperor
maximilian in 1867 the republic has
enjoyed comparative peace and is
making prodigious strides towards
stability and greatness

strictly speaking there has never
been a census of mexico but the latest

approximation places the population at
of whom it is estimated

fully two thirds are of pure indian
blood half of these still in a savage
state living mainly in the mountains
to the north half breeds or
indiansindiana and whites make up about

while perhaps are
negroes or hybrids having some negro
blood and the remainder whites of
various nationalities principally span-
ish the are the most de-
graded of all being the clawclass from
which the peonapeons r slaves are drawn
for while there exists no slavery in
mexico and the contconstitution recites
that slaves from whatever rationnation by
the simple act of setting foot on
mexican soil becomes free men
yet a man may sell himself as abso-
lutely as one may sell an ox and from
that time for a stated number of years
or for life according to the terms of the
contract he is the absolute property of
hisbis master among the natives skilled
labor isia very rare

As a nation the mexicans are patri-
otic to the last degree their national
hymn breathing all the ardor of

I1 the
marseillaiseMarseil laise I of france
in the densely populated portions of

the country public instruction receives
active support and the educational
standard is fair but in the less favored
districts of the north the proportion of
the natives able to read and write is
not more than one in ten

the federal government of mexico is
based on the constitution of 1867
framed after that of the united states
with the variation among others moremere
slight that the chief justice unites
with bishis judicial functions that of vice
presidentdent of the republic the pro-
portion of representatives in congress
is one to inhabitants
the states are more independent of the
general governmentgovernmentovern ment than those of theatasunited states

there is no public land in mexico
if there is anywhere in all this vast
domain a piece of land that has not
been granted to someone it is be-

cause the land tois worthless or because
none of the on hangersbangers at the bead of
the government have found it out
however a good title may be obtained
to real estate at prices ranging from
twenty five cents to 5 per acre
tracts of land in every part of the re-

public are held for sale all the time by
real estate agents at doming new mex-
ico along with his purchase of the
railroad concession recently made by
hon john W young there was placed
at his disposal a tract of laudland in the
northwestern corner otof the state of
chihuahua of an area of
acres over three times as large as the
state of rhode island and nearly
twice as large as delaware these
lasurs than which none richer can be
found anywhere will probably be
open to purchase by the latter day
saints in a short time through mr
youngs agent bishop william derby
johnson jr at domingdeming new mexico
mr J fewson smith of your city
chief engineer of construction informs
your correspondent that
will probably commence about the
of the present month on mr young
railway which when completed will

the settlers on these lands in
direct communication with the best
of every variety of resource mexico
affords

neither is there here any regularity
in the division of lands with no na-
tional system of survey with ite larg
and small tracts and keenosterrenesterrenes dividdividededt
angling and interlardedinter larded a mexicancali I1

plat of land presents the appearance
of the craziest kind of a 11 crazy

I 1quilt
though as good authority says laIs

the northern states the priesthood are
becoming less influential day by
day the prominent religion of
mexico tois roman catholic but all
religions are tolerated and from being
threatened with expulsion on their first
arrival in 1885 the latter day salutesaints
are now invited and encouraged to be
come residents of the republic
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on april 2ndand 1891 the following
party president W 0 lee A bees-
ley B smoot H L Basbassettseit and two
native teachers loaneioane and ifopo left
apiaabia upolu bound for Salesaleaulaauls
savaii the largest island of the group
to holdbold conference with the saints onoil
that island we took passage on a
small schooner of six tone owned and
manned by capt kinison we had
but a slight wind and did not reach the
nearest point of savaii till about 12

p m we concluded to run in
the harbor abidand wait till daylight before j
continuing on the journey we had
gone about forty miles and had to go
about twenty five more before reachi

ing our destination early in thetheia
morning of april 3rdard we hauled in the
anchor and again set sail we made
several unsuccessful tacks before we
were able to get outside the opening in
the reef that surrounds the harbor A
short time after leaving harbor the
wind died out and left usns tossing about
helplessly under the rays of a tropical
sun the heat was very oppressive
quite frequently the oars were
brought into requisition to keep us from
being drifted on to the dreaded reetreef
the day waned away and when dark-
ness came upon us we had only trav-
eled about three miles nearer to our
destination A night breeze sprang up
and when we arose on the morning ofbf
april jtb we were not far from sale-
aula our destination at which place
we arrived at about 8 a m

saleaulaBalfAal eaulaeiula is a district comprising sev-
eral villages the village at which we
stopped is called Salau 11 we
were here welcomed by bros E J
wood J H carpenterCarpeDter geo mccunemcca
and 0 W poole the saints were
also pleased to mtmirt us Undundererthethe
management of bros wood and car j
penter the house had jabenbeen very taste
fully decorated with flowers leaves
etc

in response to an invitation we as-

sembled together in the large village
house this place too was nicely
decorated we were here presented
witwith numerous gifts consisting of ten
pigspigal cooked whole taro two kegs
of saltmalt beef two cans of salmon fifty
yamsbams twenty three packages of fish
two large fishes eight devil flabfish five
pigeons fourteen burpbuncheshes of bananas
eight pieces of sugar cane twenty one
palusami two faialfaiai one lobster ten
shell fish and ten cocoanutscocococoaanutenuts these


