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X THE “MORMON" BATTALION.

The party given on the 16th inst., in
the Theatre, on the occasion of the an-
niversary of the enrollment of the
““Mormon’’ Battalion, called up many
reminiscences connected withthatnoble
band of men, which are not so general-
ly Known as they should be. Their en-
rollment and subsequent marches are
matters of history, which are compara-
tively little known; and but few outside
of those who were then making their
weary way westward, by/slow and pain-
ful steps, after having been mercilessly
driven from their homes, know the pe-
culiar circumstances of that enroll-
ment, and ;the hardships attendingthe
departure of those men from their fami-

lies at the time they left, in obedience to |

the call of their country.

In June of 1846, a few months after
the Saints had been compelled to leave
Nauvoo, fleeing before furious and blood
thirsty mobs_in the incléemency of a
winter season, the robbed and plundered
pilgrims were strung along the road
through Iowa, and some had crossed
the Missouri river, all moving west-
~ward into an unknown and untried
land. - Behind them were remorseless
and fiendish mobs; before them a wil-
derness to whose terrors Fremont and

the hardy men with him had all but |

succumbed, though well provided with
every requisite for their successful ex-
ploratioll, yet here they were about to
be dared by old age, helpless infancy
and the debilitated of both sexes; and
around them were tribes of savages who
might ‘naturally be expected to view
this incursion into their country with
jealous ‘eyes. Ricketty and poorly
covered wagons, wind-galled, spavined
and broken-down mules and horses,
oxen unfit to haul the loads placed upon
them, formed most of the outfit for this
unparalleled journey. Seant of cloth-
ing, scant of provisions, lacking most
of the necessities, and all the comforts
and luxuries of life, with a journey of
indefinite length and unknown terrors
abead, these wanderers were scattered

along the line of march in the month of
June of 1846, 1o

There were about 2,000 wagond en-
camped in Western Towa, between the
east fork of Grand river and the Mis-
souri river, a distance of about 130 miles,
the main body of which had arrived at
Council Bluffs, those with them having
pioneered out and made and bridged a
new road through an unknown region
of nearly 300 miles. There were also
‘several hundred wagons on the west
side of the Missouri river.

On the 30th of June, Captain James
Allen, of the U. S. army arrived :mong
the wanderers, with an order from the
then Colonel Kearney to call upon the
“Mormons” for a battalion to proceed
to California by way of Santa Fe, Kear-

ney having been so instructed by Go- |

vernment. How the call was met will
be best told in the extracts which fol-
low. The first one is taken from ‘‘The
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‘| by side. He had b

THE DESERET NEWS.

Mormons' a discourse by Col. T. L.
Kane:

The call could hardly have been more
inconveniently timed. The young, and
those who could best have been spared,
were then away from the main body,
either with pioneer companies in the
van, or, their faith unannounced,seek-
ing work and food about the north-
western settlements, to support them
till the return of the season for com-
mencing emigration. The force was
| therefore to be recruited from among
| the fathers of families, and others whose
presence it was most desirable to retain.

There were some, too, who could not
view the invitation without jealousy.
They had twice been persuaded b
(State) Government authorities in Illi-
nois and Missouri, to give up theirarms
ial appeals to their patri-
otic confidence, and had then been left
to the malice of their enemies.  And
now they were asked, in the midst of
the Indian country, to surrender over
five hundred of their best men for a
war-march of thousands of miles to Cali-
fornia, without the hope of return till
after the conquest of that country.

Could they view such a proposition with
| favor?

But the-feeling of country triumphed.
The Union had never wronged them:—
'You shall have your battalion at once,
if it has to be a class of elders,’ said one,
himself a ruling elder. (President B.
Young.) - A central ‘mass meeting’ for
council, some harangues at the more
remotely scattered camps, an American
g;lf brought out from

ngs rescued, and ted to the to
of a tree mast—and, in three days, the
force was reported, mustered, organized,
and ready to march. |

The next one is from “The Mormon
Battalion,” a lecture by James Fer-
guson, himself one of the Battalion

Exposed te enemies who lurked in
every grove, he (President

Youn
| visited the various camps, nor ceugc}

his exertions till the last muster roll
was filled. But how few knew the sac-

rifice it eost. There was one scene that |

was particularly touching, An aged
mother, to whom the call nF the Govern-
ment and the wishes of the President
were made known, came forward. She
had five sons. One was murdered, and
now lay buried deaﬁjnnd unavenged in
the fragic well in
in a foreign land, Empagatin the faith
for which their brother’s Elood was
shed. One was still too young to ad-
minister, but needed, care and comfort.
The other was a young man, the senti-
nel and protector of her tottering steps.
Even in her aged heart, withered and
broken as it was, the love of coundry
burned deep and strong. She yielded
up her son, and never saw him more!
| I knew him well, Wt mare(}i;eu side
een worn down b
the bitterness and exposures of mang
persecutions. But_Joseph (Riuhardag
was noble, generous, and brave, an
ny;#er cumplainet’g. 3
e were mustered into service on the
16th of July, 1846, A few hurried pre-
parations, and the (freg‘ haired men and
{ striplings marched off merrily
commander ordered the music to pla

a hasty farewell to ‘the friend
4 By riends we left

.The following very condensed state-
ment has been h’udly furnished by
Elder George A. Smith, from whom we
have also received other facts connected
with the Battalion. Captain Allen was
commissioned by the President of the
United States to take the command:

The volunteers comprising the Bat-
talion, numbering 545—five companies
of 109 each—assembled at Council Bluffs,
were mustered into service on the 16th
of July, 1846, and, leaving their families
and wagons in the country belonging to

| the Omaha and Pottawatfomie Indians,
set forth.

They marched to Fort Leavenworth,
180 miles; on the route one of their

| number perished from fatigue and ex-
cessive hot weather; there they received
their muskets and other accoutrements,
of U. 8. Infantry, and commenced their
march August 13th, for Santa Fe, each
| soldier carrying besides his musket, his
blanket,’ knapsack, supply of ammuni-
tion, and canteen for water.

Col, Allen who remained behind the
Battalion at Fort Leavenworth, te com-
plete his outfit, died suddenly; his loss
was deeply mourned by the Battalion,
who were sincerely aftached to him.
They continued their march to Santa

e storehouse of
P | wild cattle,

ssouri. Two were |

as ouar

| off from the route to this

Spanish revolt, one company re-enlist-
ed for six months, which service was
performed in a higl':nly satisfactory man-
ner, both to the officers and the people
of San Diego, where they were sta-
tioned.

It was o commemorate the anniver-

sary of the enrollment of that Battalion
that the party on the 16th was given.
There old comrades, who together had
marched that long and terrible march
met, surrounded by friends, the enjoy-
ments nf,pncial intercourse, and with
hearts swelling to God with gratitude

Fe. suﬂbrinig much from want of water
and provisions; in one instance they
made a march of sixty miles without
water, which was very scarce in man

places, and that found, was of inferior

uality.
3 n'g:eir arrival at Santa J'e, on Sept.
12, General 5. W, Kearney appointed
Lieut, Col. Philip St. George Cooke
to take command of the Battalion, in
the place of Col. Allen, who before
marching for California, selected out all
the laundresses, and those who on a
rigid examination were supposed to be
unable to continue the march, and

laced the under the command of Capt.
games Brown, who started on the 18th
September, with orders to make a post

| for the blessings He has bestowed upon
at Puebla, on the Arkansas river,
which was accordingly done. |

I His people, The charges of disloyalty,
- Col, Cooke with the residue com-

maliciously flung against this people by
political intriguers, econtract-hunters
menced their march to California with- |
out a road, a wagon having never pass-

and their ‘‘volunteer’’ allies, rebound
X |
éd over the route by which they were back.from A buckler, of Mhe Joyalty to
conducted, To avoid the snow of the

our country and its Constitution, formed
Rocky Mountains, Col. Cooke followed | by such practical acts of pure, honest-
| the Rio del Norte, south, for 300 miles,-

then turning west 2 Prcaaia oo s, (avan to. WS principles of
en turning w assed through the | P ;
] kifed toon’ of o S “Ehie whidh freedom, as that manifested in the en

their guides were unacquainted with rollment, sufferings and serviees of the

the rout, and it had to be sought out | “Mormon Battalion.”
like men traveling in.the dark. On
leaving Santa Fe, they were placed on
three-quarter rations; they were soon
after reduced to one-half, and subse- |
quently to one-quarter rations. Their
meat was com of the remains of
such draught animals as wereunable to
proceed further. On one occasion they
were relieved by a very romantic and
providential encounter with a herd of

)
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WOULD DENY US LIBERTY OF
| CONSCIENCE.

An eastern contemporary informsus
that it has nothing to do with our re-
ligion, only we must abjure polygamy
and everything in the shape ot spiritual
authority on the part of eur leaders. It
has become quite common for people,
| arrived on the Paeific’ with but little | from whom we happen to differ in views

loss. The distance from the place of | 2nd opinions, to say thatif we will only
| enlistment to Fort Leavenworth is|cease the practice of plural marriage
about 180 miles; from Fort Leavenwosth | there will be no farther cause of oppo-

by the Cimmerone route to Santa Fe : :
700; from Santa Fe by the route tray- | SL0D 8gainst us, and we can live on the

eled to 8an Die , 1,150 miles; making a | best terms of amity tvith our neighbors
total of about 2,%030 miles; almost the en- | who reside near us, and those who live

tire march being over an uninhabited | ot a distance. We have not failed to

region, and much of the way a trackless \ 3 gl
unexpiﬁred ﬂnd fﬂrbiddlng dmrt, ﬂuﬂd dﬂﬂlﬂfﬂ thﬂt thlﬂ iﬂ nﬂ't ﬂﬁ, hut thﬂ.t lf

the latter part of the march affording | We Were to abjure any one principle of
| neither sufficient water nor grass for | our faith to please our neighbors, they
ﬂni?ﬂ;i and leatﬁng over hlt%ﬂl:'t“ ltlllxl- would demand further concessions of
ored mountain gorges. en the :

f:ﬁpms failed, the Battalion had to us, and so on, until we became hFH
the extrs ameunt of ammunition, and [ them in every respect. The journalist
at the same time had to push the wa- | from whom we have quoted in the open-
gons through the sand and over the | ing sentence, is a little more outspoken

than some others. He states in a few

rliigged mnuht;ina. ;1‘11;1_; Eulluwing tzm-
order, of their com n

5 et e i C%or the Bar | words that which he objects to, at pre-

sent, in our social and religious polity.

officerspeaks for itself and for the Bat-
And he calls upon us to abjure it; de-

talion:
Head Quarters, Mission of San D j

| d0th January, 1847, . | clares we must do so; and then, with an
Order No, 1,—The Lieut. Colonel command- | air of !incgﬁt,y which tells that he does

i the Ba h -1
bt b the Ay O the ERNAL Iuraoix gate AF not know how absurd his language is,
says that with our religion he has noth-
ing to do; ‘‘we are welecome to worship,”

rival on the shores ofthe ¢ ocean, and the
conclusion of its march of over two thousand

| &e.,—the usual style in which the thing
is put. '

miles, History may be searched in vain for an
This writer we look upon as not

equal march of infantry; nine-tenths of it has
been thrﬂﬂﬁh a wilderness, where nothing but
savages and wild beasts are found; or deserts,
where, for want of water, there 1s no living
creature. There with almost he labor, we
have dug deep wells, which the future traveler
will enjoy. ithout a guidewho had traversed .
Bgé?a gave venty Innni?ltt? trackless prairies, | knowing enough to play the hypocrite
WII_.E ‘Em:_t#?znd plcku?:{:! g”ﬂﬂ;hmw“ ha';:?; [ 80 well as many of his brother journal-
WO over moun . W - -
to defy :ttllght- niw the wild g:g:.&: and hﬁaﬂn iﬂtﬁ' who confine thﬂr qua to our
passage thru%%t;_a nhain:. ﬂ'.{'o living ok, ALY, repudiating one point of our faith. He
e 452 “,%hmm:ma e have Dosenred tok | informs us that we must throw our lead-
] m ;Fﬁcfgﬁv&,hfmwﬁgu‘ﬁgmﬁf ers overboard, and then, of cou rse,
everybody must get salvation on ‘his
own hook’’—t{o use a Yankeeism—and
in his own way, regardless of whether
God (has anything to do with it’or not.
General Clark of Missouri told us atFar
West that we must give up our Prophet,
presidents, bishops, the Book of Mor-
on, and a few other things, and we
must never meet together again in a
Church capacity, or we need not think

str
mthont. h:nas. 4
The &arrimn of four Presidios of Sonora, econ-
cent
we would be tolerated in thatf State.
He told s, too, that the Church was

within the walls of Tueson, gave us
‘‘used up;’’ there was nothing more of

They traveled 100 miles without wa-
ter; sunk deep wells in the desert:; and

1

e

no pause; wedrove them out with their artil-
lery; but eur intercourse with thecitizens was
unmarked by a single aet of injustice, Thus
mmh1n¥ half naked and balf fed, and livin
upon wi d animals, we have discovered an
made a road of great value to our country.
Arrived at the first settlement in Ca fornicﬁ
after a single day’s rest, you cheerfully turn
point of promised re-
Egi;e, to enter upon & cam , and meet aswe
ieved, the approarh of the enemy; and this,
too, without even salt to season your sole sub-
sistence of fresh meat. . . ¥, K
Thus volunteers, you have exhibited some
high and essential qualities of veterans., -But
much remains undone; soon you will turn your
strict attention Lo the drill, to system and or-
der, to forms also, which are all necessary to

l

thesoldier,
By order of it, and never ‘would be; and so we had
Lieut.-Col. P. St. GEORGE COOKE. i "
(Signed] P.C. MERRILL, Adjutant, better accept his terms. But we be

lieved then, as we believe now, that the
Almighty bad something to say and
something to do about matters, before
the Church was ‘“used up,” and so we
begged te be excused from accepting
Clark’s manifesto, preferring to be driv-
en from the State, and to suffer all the
persecutions we were made to endure,
There was no plurality of wives prac-
ticed then, to ask us toabjure; and those
who say that it is all that the world ob-

One great séurce of annoyance to the
Battalion, was the want of confidence
in the U. 8. Surgeon, D. Sanderson,
who was known to have been fnrmerly
a bitter persecutor of the ‘‘Mormon”’
people; and whose expressions and ac-
| tions confirmed their suspicions that it
was his wish todestroy them.

They were discharged at Los Ange-
los, one year from enlisting, without the
means to return to their families,

At the request of the military com-
mander in California, who feared a




