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f THE MORMONORION31orlon BATTALION
i

the party given on the hist in
the theatre on the occasion of the an-
niversaryniversarysiy of the enrollment of the
I1 cormonmormon4ormon battalion called uupP manymany
reminiscences connected
band of men which are not so general-
ly knonknown as they should be their en-
rollmentrollment and subsequent marches are
matters of history which are compara-
tively little known and but few outside
of those who were then making their
weweary4ry way westwestwardward bybaslowsiowslow and palpaipain-
ful

n
steps after having been mercilessly

driven from their homes2 know the pe-
culiar

pe-
cullar circumstances of that enroll-
ment and thetho hardships attending the
departure of those men from their fami-
lies at the time they left in obedience to
the call of their country

inili
I1 junejuine of 18461646 a few months after

the sainsaintsgain ts had been compelled to leave
nauvoo fleeing before furious and blood
thirsty mobsbobsinin the inclemency of a
winter season the robbed and plundered
pilgrims were strung along the road
through iowa and some had crossed
the missouri river all moving west
ward into an unknown and untried
land behind them werewerd remorseless
and fiendish mobs before them a wil-
derness to whose terrors premontfremont and
the hardy men with him had all but
succumbed though well provided with
every requisite for their successful ex-
ploration yet here they were about to
be dared by old age helpless infancy
and the debilitated of both sexes and
around them were tribes of savages who
might naturally be expected to view

T

this
I1
incursion

I1
cislon into their country withIth

jealous eyes RicEickettyketty and poorly i

covered wagons wind galled spavined
and broken down inkles and horses
oxen unfit to haul the loads placed upon
them formed most of the outfit for this
unparalleled journey of cloth-
ing

i

scantscant of provisions lacking most
of the necessities and all the comforts
and luluxuriesixuriesurles of lifeilfe with a journey of
indefinite length and unknown terrors
ahead these wanderers were scattered
along the line of march in the month of
june of 1940leu in

there were about 2000 wagonsr en-
camped in western iowa between the
east fork of grand river and the mis-
sourisour river a distance of about miles
the mainmaln body of which had arrived at
coucouncilmiiail bluff4 those with them having
pioneered out and made and bridged a
pewnew road through an unknown region
of nearly miles there were also
several hundred wagons on the west
aldeaide of the missouri river

on the soth of june captain james
alienallen of the psUS army arrived mong
the wanderers with an order from the
then colonel kearney to call upon the

mormonscormonsMormons for a battalion to proceed
to california by way of santa fe kear-
ney having been so instructed by go
vern ment how the call was met will
be best told in the extracts which fol-
low the first one is taken from the

mormonscormonsMormons a discodiscourseurk loytoyy col T 1L
kane i

aheihothetho call oldcould hardly have been more
inconveniently timed the young and
those who could best hivehave been spared
were then away from the main body
either with pioneer companies in the
van or their faith
ing work and food about the north-
western settlements to support them
till the return of tlethethe season for com-
mencing emigration the force was
therefore to be recruited from among
the fathers of families and others whose
presence etwas most desirable to retain

there were some too who could not
viewview the invitation without jealousy
they hadbad twice been persuaded bybvstate government authorities in illi-
nois and missouri to give up their arms
on some special appeals to their patri-
otictietletic confidence and had then been left
to the malice of their enemies and
now they were asked in the midst of
the indian country to surrender oter
five hundred of their best menimen forto a
war march of thousands ofmiles to callcail 1

fornia without the hope of return till
after the conquest ofof that country
could they view such a proposition with
favor

but the feeling of country triumphed
the union had never wronged themyou shall have your battalion at once
if it has to be a class of elders said one
himself a ruling elder president Byoung A central mass meeting for
council some harangues at the more
remotely scattered camps an american
flag brought out from the storehouse of
thithings rescued and hoistedastedI1 to the top
of a tree mast and in three days the
force was reported mustered organized
and ready to march

the next one is from theth mormon
battalion a lecture by jamesfer
guson himself one of the battalion

exposed to enemies who lurked inevery grove hebe president young
visited the various campscampS nor ceased
his exertions till the last muster roll
was filled but how few knew the sac-
rifice it cost there was one scene thatwas particularly touching an aged
mother to whom the call of the govern-
ment and the wishes of the president
were made known came forward shehad five sons one was murdered andnow layjay buried deep and inthe tragic well in missouri two were
in a foreign land propagating the faith j

for which their brothers blood was
shed one was still too young to ad-
minister but needed care and comfortthe other was a young man the sentsenti-nel and protector of her tottering stepseven in her aged heart withered andbroken as it was the love of countycoun
burned deep and strong she yieldyieldeduptip her son and never saw himhiM mamoree 1

I1 knew him well wtvyt marched sisideeby side he had been worn down bythe bitterness and exposures of many
persecutions but joseph richardswas noble generousgenerofis and brave andnever complained

we were mustered into service on theof july 1846 A few hurried pre-
parationsparations and the grey haired men andstriplingsstriplings marched off merrilyy as our
commander ordered the musicC to playa hasty farewell to the friends we leftbehind usuz 1

the following very condensed state-
ment has been adly furnished by
elder george A smith from whom wwee
have also received other facts connected
with the battalion captain alienallen was
commissioned by the president odtheof the
united states to take the command

the volunteers comprising the bat-talion numbering five companies
of log each assembled atal council bluffs
were mustered into service on the
ofjuly 1846 and leaving their familiesfamilleSand wagons in the country belonging to
the omaha indiansset forth

they marched to fort leavenworth
miles on the route one of theirnumber perished from fatigue and ex-

cessive hot weather there they received
their muskets and other accoutrements
of U S infantry and commenced theirmarch august for santa fe eachsoldier carrying besides his musket hisblanket knapsack supply of ammuni-tion and canteen for water

col alienallen who remained behind thebattalion at fortleavenworth to com-
plete his outfit died suddenly his losswas deeply mourned by the battalion
who were sincerely attached to himthey continued their march rosantato santa

fe iffesufferingrang want of water
and provisionss irianein instance they
made a march of sixty nillesmiles without
water which was very scarce in many
places and that found was of inferior
quality

ronnon their arrival atlantaat santa yeve on sept
12 general S VV kearney appointed

col philip st george cooke
to take command of the battalion in
the place of col alienallen who belorebefore
marching for california selected out all
the laundresses and thosethose who on a
rigid examination were supposed to bobe
unable to continue the march and
placed the under the command of capt
jamesames brown who started on thet
september wathith orders to make a post
at puebla on the arkansas river

was accordingly donedong
col cooke with the residue comcorn

fenceded their march to california with
put a oadroad a wawagonwaonon having never passjass0d overnver avethe routeroz by which they were
conducted to avoid thefhe snowknow of the
rockybocky mountains col cooke followed
the rio del norte southwith for soo miles
then turning west passed through the
fortified town of guesonI1aeson aftervieter which
their guides were unacquainted with
the rout and it had to be sought outut
like men traveling in the dark on
leaving santa fe they were placed an
three quarter rationsrationsZ they were sognsoon
after reduced to one half and subse-
quently to oneode quarter rations their
meat was composed of the remains of
such draught animals as wereunable to
proceed further on one occasion they
were relieved by a vveryery romanromantictletic and
providential enciuanter with a herd of
wild cattle

they traveled miles without wa-
ter sunk deep wells in the desert and
arrived on the pacific with but littlelittie
loss the distance from the place of
enlistment to eortport leavenworth is
about miles from fort leavenworthLeavenwoith
by the Clin routenoute to santa fe

from santa jefe by the route trav-
eled to san diego ligo1150 miles making a
total of about 2030 miles almost thehet en-
tire march being over an uninhabited
region and much of ththee wawayy a trackless
uneunexploredexplored and forbidding desert andana
the latter part odtheof the march aaffordingff
neither sufficient water nor grass for
animals and leading over hitherto un-
explored mountain gorges when the
teams failed the ratBatbattaliontallon had to carry
the extra amount of ammunition and
at the same time had to push thithathe wa-
gons through the sand and over the
rugged mountains the following com-
plimentary order of their commanding

for itself and forfot the bat-
talion

I1

head quarters mission ofsan diego
january 1817

order no ithe bleul colonel command-ing congratulates the battalion on their garesafe ar-
rival on the shores ofthe pacific ocean and the
conclusion of its march of over two teothousandusand
miles history may be searchedarchedee luvallin vain for an
equal mmarghmarcheh of infantry nine tenths of it has
been through a TV wildernessildemessbess where nothing butsavages and wild beasts are found or deserts
where for want of water there is no living
creature there with almost hopeless labordelaborlabo we
have dug deeVdeep wellsellselis which the future traveler
will enjoy withoutwithoutit a guide who had traversed
them we have ventured into ttracklessesserprairiesea
where water was not found forsezefor several1 marchesar hmwith crowbar and pickaxe in hand we have
worked our way over mountains which seemed
totd defy aught sasavesate the wild goat and hewed a
passage through a chasm of living rock morenarrow than our wawagonsons to bring these firstwagons to the pacific we have preserved thestrength of the mules by herding them over
large tracts which you have laboriously guard-
ed without loss

the garrison of four presidiosdiosdlos of sonora con
ccenten rated within the walls of gueson0 gave uus
no paupauserause we drove them out with theirhagaver artil-
lery

t 1
but our intercourse with the citizens was

unmarked by a single act of injustice thusmarching haithalf naked and half fed and living
upon wild animals we have discovered andmade a road ofgreat value to our country

arrived at the first settlement in california
after a single days rest you cheerfully turned
offfrom the route to this point of promised re-poserelievedose to enter upon a campaign and meet hwebelieved the approach of the enemy and thistoo without even salt to season your sole sub-
sistencesi of fresh meat 0

thus volunteers you have exhibited someiomehigh and essential qualities of veterans butmuch remains undone soon you will turn your
strict attention to the drill to system and or-
der to forms also which are allali necessary to

I1

by order of
colcoi P st COOKE

reigned PC hierlbierl adjutant
one great source of annoyance to the

battalion was the wantvant of confidence
in the U S surgeon D sanderson
who was known to have been formellformerly71a bitter persecutor of the mormonPon I1

people and whose expressions and
g

ac-
tions confirmed their suspicions that it
was his wish to destroy them

they were discharged at los angel-
os

I1

one year from en listingenlisting without the
means to return to their families

at the request of the military com-
mander in california who feared a

spanish revolt one cocompany re enlist
edfd for six months which serviceevaswasvas
peperformedrformed in a highly
ner both to the officer and the peoplepeble
of san diego where they were starstasti tr
tinned

etwasitwas to commemorate the
sary of the enrollment 0off that battalion
thattiethat the party on the leth wabwas given
there old comrades I1 who together had
marched that long and terrible matchmaich
met surrounded by friends the enjoy
ments oftof socialocial intercourse and ano
hearts swelling to god with gratitude
for the blessings he has bestowed
his people the charges of dislodisiodisloyaltybalty
maliciously flung against this people byibyly
political intriguersintriguerssy contract hunters
andani their volunteer allies rebound
back from a buckler orlueof irue loyalty tota
our countrycoun and its constitution formed
by suchbuch practical acts of pure honest
hearted devotion to theflie principles of
freedomfreedomsfreedomr as that mauldemanifestedeskil in vatheenn
grollmentrollmeniment susufferingsfibfierings and serviservicesceseeb odtheabatha

mormonMorriionaon battalion 1 01 il
Wf i

I1 0
WOULD DENY USU

conscience 0 o
yi mi

an eastern contemporary
that it has nothing to do with ouiour rerilet
11ligiongion 0onlynI1y we must abjure polygamy
and everything in the shape otof spiritual
authority on the martofpart of oureur leaders it
has become quite commonP

for 6pepeopleopler
from whom we happenapp to differ in views
and opinions to say that if weve will only
cease the practice of plural niinilmarriageilagekinge
there will be no further cause of oppo-
sition againstagain us and we can live onan the
best terms of amity with our neighbors
who reside near ususandand thosethoe who live
at a distdistanceaticeaiice ivewevve have not failed to
declare that this is not so but that if
we were to abjure any one principle of
ourbur faith to please our neighbors they
would demand further concessionstonjon

1 pt
us and so on until we became likeilke
them in every respect the journalist
from whom we have quoted in the open-
ing sentence is a little more outoutspoken
than some others he states inint a few
words that which he objects to at pre-
sent in our social and religious polity
and he calls upon uaus to abjure iidlidit de-
clares

e
we must do so and then with an

air of sincerity which tells that hb doeshoes
not know how absurd his language

I1

says that with our religion hebe has noth-
inginatoto do we are welcome totb worship
ac the usual style in which the thingthine
I1

iis put t

1 I

this writerr we look dign as not
knowing enough to play the hypocrite
so well as many of his brotherbrothebrothersrjjournal-
ists

burn
i

slitil
who connineconfine their demands io ourbur

repudiating one pointpaint of our faith he
informs us that we must throw our lead-
ers overboard and then of coursecourie
everybody must get salvation on thisfeisI1 I1

own hook to use a and
inu his own way regardless ofaf whether
god plasiab anything to do with ititaror natno

I1

general clarkdark ofmissouriMisso urluri told us atfar
west that we must give up our prophet
presidentsmoronbishops the book of lor
imon and a few other things and we
must never meet together again in a-
church capacity or we need not think
we would be tolerated in thapthaOtha State

1

he told us too that the churchwachurch waswm
used up there was nothing more of

it and never would be and so we had
better accept his terms but we be-
lieved then as we believe now that the
almighty badhad something to say ankaad
something to do about matters before
the church was I1 used up and so we
begged to be excused from accepting
clarks manifesto preferring to be driv-
en from the state and to suffer all the
persecutions wewie were made to endure
there

I1
waswag no plurality of wives

needI1 then to ask uius to abjure and those
who say that it iss all that the world ob

I1


