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THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS.

NOT MORMON TEACHINGS.

In the 8t Louls Post-Dlapatch of
Sunday, July 31, is an fillustrated
article with reference to the Mormons,
and their supposed intentions regard-
Ing that western portlon of Missour!
known as Jackson county. In the

heading and in the body of the arti-
cle are conveyed erroneous impres-
sions regarding the Latter-day Saints
and the Elders In Missourl, several of
whom are named. One of the Elders
is eredited with remarks in which there
are serlous mistakes concerning the
ajms and anticlpations of the Latter-
day Baints.

The “News'" will not assume that the
Elder whose language is purported to
be glven In the Interview has been cor-
rectly quoted. From past observation
and experience, both with the Post-
Dispatch and other papers, it knows
that Mormon Elders are mlsquoted,
perhaps unintentlonally. This matter
Is referred to, therefore, not with any
intention to eriticise either the Elder
or our cotemporary, but from a sense
of duty that some of the mistakes made
cannot be allowed to pass unnotleed,
because of the seriously erroneous
impresslon they econvey to the people.
For Instanee, in-the languaga attributed
to an Elder, one statement of the in-
terview is as follows:

“Missouri is to have within her
boundaries the Zion of the Mormons,

"From all the sectjons of the world
where they ablde the memhers of the
falth will come to Missouri.

“They will remove even from the holy
city of Salt Lake and from all of Utah
to come to the fert{le valleys and the
productive prairies of this great state
where they first thrived.

“Independence, in Jackson county, lIs
the chosen spot for assembling Israel.

“Independence will be the center of
Zion, whieh is to be a grand efty and
a community peopled by the favored
children of God.”

The assertion that the Mormon people
will depart from this State is the chlef
mistake in the foregolng, and with It
there are earried several erroneous im-
pressions. In response, it may be stated,
emphatleally, that the Latter-day
Saints do not Intend to abandon Ttah.
Bome of them may leave this State for
speelal purposes, and go to Missourd,
Just as now they go to make homes in
Canada, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado,
Arizona, New Mexico, and other
places. But the homes, and the eitles,
and the temples In these valleys—in
“the tops of the mountalns”™—are the
permanent heritage of the Salnts, and
there im no prophetiec word or anticl-
pation among the Mormons of relin-
qulshing it. This s as mueh the land
of Zjon, the home of latter-day Israel,
a8 i3 Missourl or any part of it, or any
part of the United States. America {s
the land of Zlon.

It is the bellef of the SBaints that
the eity Zlon will be bullt in Jackson
County, Misaourl; that this will be
brought about by the power of the
Lord: that It will be aecomplished in
a perfectly legitimate way. with the
rights of all peopie to be respected to
the utmost. The Saints do not all ex-
pect to erowd into the elty, or lrto the
county named. for habltation. In per.
fectly legitimate form they expect to
“possess the land.” whether within
Lthe eity or outalde of it, over the whole
face of the ecountry, according as op-
portunlties come to them, in common
with their fellow oltlzens. The work
called Mormonism |8 the work of the
Lord, ;md every accomplishment there-

by i on the principles of equlty and
fairness to all men.

Another assertion to which we are
constrained to glve attentlon |s that
the members of the Chureh will have
the "law-maklng power in thelr hands.”
This is Incorrect, hoth as It relates to
the law of the land and to the law of
the Chureh. In regard to the law of
the iand, thls government—the United
States—was raised up by the power of
the Almighty, that thls should be *“a
land of liberty unto the Gentiles;” the
American Constitutlon 1s a divinely in-
splred instrument; and under it the
laws of the land are made by the ejt1-
zens of the nation, not by the members
of any church, as church members. As
to the law of the Church, the members
do not make this. It I8 revealed from
the Almighty, who 18 lawmaker and
lawgiver. In thla tatter reference it‘ls
well to keep In mind the dlvine in-
hunction, "Let no man think he is
ruler.”

Regardlng the preaching and teach-
ing of Elders, it may be well to repeat
the oft-given suggestlion, that there 1s
abundance to oecupy the time angdg at-
tention of every missionary in promul-
gating the fundamental prineiples of
the Gospel. That is the message he |s
gent to bear to the world, and it covera
a very broad field. Methods of Church
polley belong in certain lines and with
certaln quorums whieh the Lord has set
as authorlties in the Church. Let every
man stand in his own place and calling,
and in all publle utterances be gutden
by the word of the Lord. People are
liable to attach to private opinlons,
which may or may not be correct, an
undue importance, and perhaps hurl
&rittcisms In an entlrely wrong direc-

on.

THE FPHILIPPFINE QUESTION.

Mr. William E. Curt!s in the Chlicago
Dispateh gives the views of several
prominent citizens regardin~ the pro-

posed terms of peace, especially as to
the Phillppine Islands. They all in-
diecate a strong sentiment in thls coun-
try in favor of extending fn some form
or another the benefits of liberty ana
eiviiizatlon to the Phllipplnes, demand-
ed for the Cubans. Senator Lindsay
of Kentueky I8 quoted as predicting
that the Senate wlll refuse to ratify
any treaty of peace that leaves the
Spanish flag floating in the Philippine
fslanda,

Bishop Hartzell, a prominent Metho-
dist divine, looks upon the question
from a religlous point of view thus;

“God has Iifted us out of our ex-
clusiveness and isolation, and is bring-
Ing us face to face with the responsi-
bilities of our greatness as a natfon.
Presldent MeKlinley’s instruetions to
Gen. Shafter that he 13 to protect all
eftizens of Santiago in their business
and religlous rights s ‘%~ firat Intima-
tlon of ecfvil and rellgious llberty ever
spoken in Cuba since the discovery of
America, and I presume that his {n-
astructlons to Gen. Merrftt are similar.
This is not a war of conquegt, but its
purpose was to relleve the oppressed
and to secure a liberal and stable gov-
ernment and the light of.Christian
clvilization for the people of Cuba. In
the providence of God it has been
placed In our power to obtain the same
blessing for the people of the Philip.
pine islands, and can we as g natlon
deeline to accept that opportunity and
turn away from our duty simply be.
cause we ly intended to do so mueh

good and no more? Bhall we refuse
to relleve two communitles from Span-

- —

ish despotism because we expecteg

originally to 'relieve only one? wre
cannot abandon the people of the me
ippine islands. When Admilral Dewey
took pos=session of that barbor

an
furnished arms and ammunition tg th(:
insurgents we became responsihle for

the welfare of that island. angd

that by

cannot shrink responsibllity orp

abandon them."

John I, Waterbury, president of thé
Manhattan Trust company, is pot I
favor of annexation, but he belleves
that the resources of the isiands are
so vast that It would be a great mia.
take to neglect an opportunity tg cula
tivate such a market for our agricut.
tural and mechanical produets, He
conecludes:

“We have been taught to believe that
we are fighting this war for h“manlty‘g
1ake. Its purpose was the emancipa~
tion of the people of one islang, and
how can we refuse an opRortunjty to
emancipate the inhabitants o¢ 1,200
islands by the same treaty?' 1

Henry Ralser. manager of the Neth-
erlands hotel says:

"I hear a god denl of talk eve

on thim Phillppine question ;ynddai{
seems to me that people are pretty
much of one mind. Very few wamnt gq
annex a lot of pagan Malays tp the
United States, but nobody wants tg
turn them back to Spain, I should say
that the general sentiment waa that the
diplomatists who negotlate the treaty
of peace ought to figure out some way,
by which we mlght have free trade with
the Philippines and provide the people
a good, honest government.”

Among those interested In missjonary,
work in foreigm lands there 1s sald to he
a general desire that the Unlted States
at least exerelse a protectorate fn the
Philippines. .

Were Europe| to be consulted gzt an
upon the subjeet, It would probably he
found that Germany alone has any ob-
Jeetlons to American protectorate’ gyver
the islands. But as German objection
would be mainly founded on her own
desire for territory in eastern Asla, ang
as that cannot be gratified in the Phil-
ippines, even Germany would Perhaps
prefer American eontrol to Spanish,

In the further dicussion of the fm.
portant question the position of Greag
Britain eannot but be an important
factor. The United States ang England
have so many Intereste In common that
they naturally must stand together
Before long Russia’s efforts to divest
the current of the eadtern/tragde from
the channels in which it has floweqa tor
aged will become apparent. Should the,
suecead, the center of power would be
shifted to the capital where abassclute
despotism relgna, and the effect of this
upon the world would be a set-hack to
the progress represented by Anglo-
Baxon civillzation. The United States

and England must mtand "to-
gether in the Iimpending strugele
for liberty. A coalltion of the
Anglo-8axon forces would mean fo,

all practical purposes an empire with
the Unlted States as the center reach-
ing from the Britlsh Islands on the
right to the eastern provinees o
China on the left. It would mean g4
dominion the equal of which Iin wealth
power and virtue the world has never
seen. It would be a guarantee of hu-
man liberty and a giant stride towards
the establishement of a reign of uni-
versal peace.

VALE BFPAIN.

8pain 18 down at last, hopelessly,
completely down with none so poor
as to'do her reverence. Not only thls,

but she 15 in the ashes of humtiliation,
gsorrow and poverty, with, her pride

broken and her heart sore, albeit she



