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southwestern states mission
st john kansas june 9 1898

kansas conference of the south-
western states mission convened at st
jqhnjohn june 3rdard ath and ath elder
james L nielson president of the con-
ference presiding there were present
of the elders from zion wm T jack
praldent of the mission louis E iver-
sonson F L copening james L nielson
P W dunyon H W noble wm
stillman D W stone J P anderson
H et14 white S B hazen J J larkin
adD M nelson geo N atkinson C F
hulet wm burton F C fuller C
W goodliffeGood liffie H TT russell E C

winnglnn and D L miller also sister F
3IA copening who arrived in the mis-
sion field april she being among
the first sisters to be called and set
apart to this great work moderate
good health and an excellent spirit
prevailedr ailed throughout the entire con

w
terencece although our public meet

F inga wwerere not attended as numerously
yasaw we would have wished on account of
a the busy season an enjoyable time was

R had the sermons were short and
many compliments were

cassedased on the musical feature of our
conferenceido arence this is an accomplish
finent that is to ofoftenten neglected by the

Ryayoungungoung men of zion we believe that
st janne person should suggest that all

young men be encouraged to join
choirs in their respective wards

andd develop their vocal talent elders
imbo0 can sing will rarely lack friendsglatat our priesthood meetings the el

edw each give favorable reports of
ir labors for the past six months and

inokeke 0off the many manifestations of

kb goodness of the lord to them
eby their faith had been strength

bed and theirir deterdetermination to further
fisis purposes in the earth had be
fame more intense an interesting fea
atrere of this meeting was the report
savenven by sister copening of her la

with sister idamrsro in company
of this city who is also

ailtfaithfulheui conscientious member of the
church these two sisters had been ap

anted to canvas the of st john
holding gospel conversations distria

lae tracts and to form the acquaint
ice of the people inviting the children
r urnr sunday school and the parents
come to our meetings their report
wedowed favorable progress of the one

red and twenty six families visited
reported only two had refused them

haltIttance they were received kindly
r the majority and many warm re
lastsjts TO0 call again one hundred and
fity five tracts were distributed and

one gospel conversations had the
biterr part of which were with peo
withI1 whom our elders could never
thee privilege to explain the gos

t seems that our sisters who are
ea4 to labor in the lords vineyard
supply the missing link and be-

jee an important factor in getting
restored1 stored gospel before all the people
thee earth before the glorious advent

i wetue Vmessiah
A ttethe elders in the missimissiondr generallyereneLene rally

in good health full of the spirit
their labors with every indication

they are boins good faithful ser

your brother
WILLIAM T JACK

bart arkansas conference
bradford arkansas

1
16 conference has come and gonegonrandjandand

1 Yabe elders of the east arkansas ooncon
lwftoe have returned to their fields

SS sorejor determined that ever to do
jettyy in theg service of the lord

teem of truth and bringing
christt

it was unquestionably the best con-
ference we ever attended never did we
see the power of god nor the spirit of
revelation so plainly manifested and
some thing that never can hebe forgotten
it seemed that we were prepared to
received it for we had fasted and
prayed to the lorddord to know his will
concerning us and to have his spirit
poured out upon us and upon the peo-
ple and when it came we were almost
overcome with joy it was a testimony
that we will always be thankful for

could our friends in zion see such a
noble band of brethren actuated by
such an abiding faith and filled with
such love for each other for their fel-
low men and the cause of god they
would not it seems to me entertain a
doubt as to the divinity of the cause
we represent

elder william T jack president of
the southwestern states mission was
in attendance and we were greatly
stimulated by his kind and loving
words of counsel and instruction that
flowed as a stream of inspiration from
his lips

at the close of one of our meetings
in which he occupied most of the time
several came forwald and saldsaid that it
was just what they wanted to know

elder jack was accompanied by
elders joseph J richardson and by-
ron H allredailred late of the cherokee
conference and now on their way to
kansas to labor

these brethren have greatly distin-
guished themselves as missionaries
through their humility faith and dilldili-
gence they are able to carry with them
an influence that has great weight
with the elders and the people their
visit was much appreciated

our conference was all the more in-
terestingte from the fact that we were
able to hold it in a meeting house of
our own

the elders each contributed a few
dollars towards the erection and the
building was done principally by elders
brown and peterson several of our
friends assisted us by way of hauling
lumber etc we would make special
mention of T M chapman sam
cooper and E S ferguson

As the elders have done considerable
preaching in this neighborhood the first
principlesprincprine ples of the gospel were not dwelt
upon very much during conference
the restoration of the gospel the
necessitynecess ty of apostles and prophets the
divine mission of the prophet joseph
smith and the office of the holy ghost
asaa a witness of truth were the leading
subjects treated by the speakersakers and
each theme was creditably handled
each bore a powerful testimony of the
truth of these principles

As might have been expected where
so much of the power of god Is mani-
fested it would awaken a correspond-
ing exertion by the powers of dark
ness As we were singing the second
hymn in our last meeting the house
was attacked with a volley of eggs A
littile excitement was created at the
time but it soon subsided atiluntil the
meeting was over

next day there was quite a stirst
among the people and no doubt the
ruffians were surprised to find so little
sympathy on their side through the
indefatigable efforts of a few of out
friends the guilty parties were dincov
erett and they were made to see what
we could do with them if we would
but we decided to forgive them they
seem to be ashamed of themselves now

on sunday the dinst we had
the privilege of organizing the first sun-
day school in this part odthe mission

interest was shown and

wwee have great faith that it will be a
success

with such bright prospects before us
in this vicinity we confidently hopehop
through thehg blessings of the lord to
build up aa good branch of the church

the following elders now compose
the east arkansas conference

john H peterson richard R D
brown sidney rust ashted taylor
herbert W webster orson folkman

n M grow hosmer M markhamMark haan
leander li clifford elmer L penrod
charles M malin james W welsh
peter M hixson and geo E wilkins
quite an array of bright young men
who will no doubt be a power for good
among the people

elders folkman malin taylor and
welsh have been sent to the cita of
little rock to open up the work there

elders peterson and brown remain
here to take charge of the sunday
school and direct the labors of the el-
ders and saints in different parts of
the conference

JOHN H PETERSON president
I1 manitoba mission

brandon conference june 15 1898
thee mamanitobaisoba mission like all other

new fields is gaining ground slowly As
the people are so prejudiced it Is19 al-
most impossible to get a hearing

in the month of december we were
favored with a visit from elder C 0
card of hardstonOard ston who while with us
organized a conference known as the
brandon conference with brandon asaa
headquarters and elder W S baxter
as president under elder card elder
A G barber having been released to
return home some time previous anacon ac
count of having weak lungs we berviwere
assigned our fields of labor asan follows
elders A M merkley and james QG
stuart at souris a small village 24
miles southwest of brandon elders
prankfrank may and S A johnson at minkin

35 miles north of Brandonand
elders W S baxter and your corres-
pondentPon lent at the headquarters off the con-
ference bacrea t pair of elders
holding meetings once a week all winter
with a very small attendance XUin
brandon we have a nice large hall
carpeted and seated with chairs we
pay 75 per year it seems that the
manitoba climate does not agree with
people who are subject to lung com-
plaintspla ints as two of our elders have been
obliged to return home on that account
elder S A johnson was compelled to 4

leave us in the month of march elder
baxter accompanied him but returned
the latter part of april since that
time wee have been anxiously looking
for other elders to make our foroforce
stronger some places we have hadbad
to abandon on account of elders
ing tbthe missionemission we are holding thre
and four meetings a week in the coun-
try school houses which are bettersbetter Msdt
tended than those in the towns as theiecountry people seem to think for them-
selves more than thoethose who are visited
more oftonoften by our opponents some
months ago elder johnson and musett
were traveling in our usual way elsif
ing the people distributing tracts and 4 ga
explaining the gospel to them leaving
friends one morning we traveled ten
ty miles without anything to eat we
called on a great many people but
were obliged to sleep in a straw stackaa

at such times there is great comfort
in the words of christ to his apostlesaples
remember the word that I1 saldsaid untoato

you the servant tois not greater than
his lord if they have persecuted
me they will alsoalo persecute you

EDWARD LEAVITT cleft
in germany

it was nearly christmas time laft
yewyear while I1 was performing
duties in the dresden conferconferenceeUM
many that a letter came froamcirit bib
quarters in bern that I1


