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Ladysmith had not been relieve 4
when the Jatest news left Natal two
days ago. The Boers had then retire 1
half way between Ladysmith and Col-
eneo, 1f only 6,000 went to the Free
State, as both the Doer and the British
geoounts assert, the 12,000 who are left
may purpose to maintain the siege and
to reslst Gen, Buller within contras ted
lines, although the jmy jon at Gen,
Buller's headquarters s that the Boers
are merely covering a retreat

A digpatch to the Dally Telegraph
from Pletermaritzburg, dated Thurs-
lay, says: ""Fighting rocesding in

hls  morning

the vicinity of Pleters
Gen. Buller's advance s being op posed
by both bie guns and rifle fire,
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the last few days and jarge partes

with wagons are trekking westward, It
ol that the Free Staters are

Is assum
advance of Lord

going to resist the
Roberts,

‘We estimate that
gone, Near the foot
Joers have been col
near the river, possibl
can gee a figure lk
red petticoat directing
The Dally Telegraph 8
ing dispatch from Chieve
Wednesday, February 2ist
ported that Gen, White
Ladysmith yesterday and captured a
number of Boer wagong, - There |s
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Gen. Shafter Coming West,
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BULLER FalILS TO DRIVE BACK THE BOERS,

British artillery preparing to retreat in the face of the enemy after the second attempt to force the Boers from the Tugela had fallen through. The
horses, which have been kept in comparative safety, have just been brought under the galling fire of the Dutch sharpshooters. Throughout the South
African ‘war the English gunners have been compelled to expose themselves constantly when in action and thelr eficiency has suffered in conseguence

of thelr heavy losses.
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BIG GAME OF THE
PRESENT WAR,

England’s
Artillery Escapes

London, Fy | naval estimates
for 1000-1901 total ¥ n o in-
r4 0o, ng for ar
creas { it nd 4,020 1
ni hips I proposed to bulld t
1ew battleshis first §8 HEors
[ nd TG r. two twit "
100} two gunboats and two torpedo
boats
N tHatlons 1] ress for tha

formation of a naval reserve in Canada,

the difficulty created by the requit
ment of £lx months' training on &« man
f-wur being one of the conditions of
service In the United Kingdom, whi |
It Is thought, will | reor

There will be under construction in
19000 seventeen battleships, twenty ar
mored crulsers, a third-class crulser,
eight sloops, two gunboats, four tor-
pedo boats and twenty-onetorpedo-boat

destroyers
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a London to the
| il jors  afloat tl
| i Mafeking hav een t
it s iin reported that
Cronje has surrendered
The war office, however, has not n
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the war off ind the newspaper offi
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by man t xoert
playing a desperat
B tactics
S0 far no report )
tion of the capture of )
Of all the artillery about Magersfon-
tein and Kimberley, only one disabled
12-pounder was found when the Brit«
ish occupled the ground
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It |8 sald

guns from places

get them across the Vaal, as soon as
he learned that Lord Roberts wag in
command at Modder river with relr

foreements, and moved himaelf, with all |
the mounted Boers a8 soon as he
learned of General French's movement

in his rear
'll--u!mh ln I,Hl”lnﬂ think he went
he uld, th ]
an !nl 'vfm‘nd' -
.'i that thelr artillery
Cape ! |

ONLY A REAR GUARD

The reinforcements Lord Roberts t
ports having scattered so eas
said to have been the Boer rear guard

y
l
and artillery train,

which was covering
the movement (o the north and east ‘
There are no reports of any artillery fire
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) ! 1 the Koo«
] nd, and If this is true he Is In
1 snger from the British army

It that Cronje |8 surrounded

and may be forced to surrender., But
{ be a fight to the death, We do
n hand to hand battles. We
! t, shoot, &l But so long

15 ! in fight | vill
 § should forced to surrender
t will be a calamity, but it will net
nd the wa ever stop fight-
ng until ¥ 18 take wnd then
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U. 8. Navy Places a Contract for
$120,000 Worth.

York, Feb. 24 ar Admiral
f the ordnance bureau,
hae placed a contract with E. W, Bliss
kiyn, for thirty whitehead
g, for which the government

will pay $126.000
rpedoes are
eshi) f the Maine class,
have been equipped with
har ) y tubes, The
h Bliss & Co, will supply

neaded for the
which
underwater
torpadoes
to the

in response to the British attack at | go ment will embody the most ad-

K oodoosrand 1 featur nd, It ig expected, will
Cronje’'s plan appears to be to hold | bha 1 rang ich greater than that

all the British pussible about his camp torpedoes now In service

till certain his artillery’'s retreat s as- ¢hl hip h: Milne clags has

gured t ut Q hat the contract
The proposed armistice would have | just placed will enable the igsue of five

gained twenty-f hours for the 1 | tory 4 10 each vess It 1s proposed

treat of the guns, while the agre nt | by tl lepal equlp :?x-v battle-

would only have covered the fighting | #hij f the 153 and the

force engags it that point ] Ji%er { th teurgla class
]f v eympathizers think Cronfe wi wit} 1 rwater lischarge torpedo

hold fast until th £t moment, and | tul mixty ] will be 1 )\l‘r»ul

t'n.;z then tl order will ) given | | £ VoS and will be ( &
every man for hin { ! f ft the construction of h' thJB

tlons to ral ) point north s begul

the artillery wil be safe in a n i —

tion BUSINESS IN HAVANA. T
It 18 Insisted that this plan i S——

lowed about Ladysmith the guns belng | Falling OF This  Year, Compared

:;1\ ‘1?:. ‘ “‘i ag-dihy With Last- Crops Fair,

force was left in the trencl 1o} N York, Feb §.—Dur Review

British
CHANCE |

sudden attack by 1}
BOERS' LABT

All the milltary writers agr that
Cronje's only chance lies in a |

ful diversion in h favor by
reirforcements drawn from

Stormbers

Colesber
i¢h brig

and Monday, with another of neh's
cavalry In reserve

If twenty thousand burghers f:
Natal and ten thousand more from t
southern frontier could be sud
concentrated against Cronje’'s b gers
his deliverance might be effected, or, at

least the Issue of the tragic struggle at
Kood« left 1 t
uen Ve 1w D1 !

of the 1 ave ] 8§ a
reserve i f ration, and
possibly another fi the first d lor

although he h al f mmue
tion to be 1 ed Mmty-«!
thirty miles from M

e 5¥ 3 :

From 35,000 to 40,000 gt
massed 'u‘ Lord Rober emet
gency about Koodoosrand i
no l\l‘lt nce yet that Dutch n |
tion has taken place in that « L
on & large scale

Pretorin reports stated that ¢
Boers have gi from Natal! into 1}
Free State. This estimate may it |

Free State forces
Harrismith and

included In the
tiring westward by
Bethlehem

DUTCH RETIRE FROM COLESBERG

The Duteh forces have
from the C

lisappeared
ind Stormberg
British columns

now sdv

sherg
tricte where the
A% they are, can

y toward the Orange river. Du
strength of the reinforcements avallal
for Cronje's assistance from that quar
ter I8 conjectural. Well informed mer
touch with the war office ag
that the best thing that can happen f
the British side {5 the moesntratior
the entire Duteh army al Kood
gince that policy will enable Ger
erts to dellver a crushing blow with his
own forces heavily massed a short :
tance from their rallway base. Other-
they say, Cronje's surrender w
be followed by & tedlous campalgr
through the enemy's country with g
lines of communication to be main-
talned,

CRONJE'S

New York, Feb. 24~Phillp L. Wes- |
sels, a prominent merchant of Bloem-
fontein, Orange Free State, has arrived |
in this city. He is @ brother of C H
Wessely, chalrman of the war councll
the Orange Free State. Two of !ns |
brothers are members of the Volksraad,
In ab interview last night Mr, Wessels

nee caut

n ClOse

Wise

SITUATION !

| Europe on

iblishes a special dispatch from Has
vana giving the cui t business situas
tion there, Ti $ h says

Business [ 1900 is much smaller
than f he & L Wl last season,
{ principa ] ably being the

K 1] { abroad but
also at i v xtren onservas

tism prevalls and a digposition o hoard
. Conslderable money was put

ation ti f of 139% by

hase of local railroad and other

secur s by for svndicates, where-
as 1 financial deals of consequence
ay t ated In Cuba for

! i {ders coin-
piaint 18 heard against the Foraker

! 1 nt, wi v prohibits the grant.

s 3T franchises [or new enters
pris

\ time of the Spanish evacuation

stocks were very much des

s ting heavy purchases

ipply demands het nd In

r '} 1 revival of

! a8 1 eallzed, and
3 rs § find thom-

| cks, far In

X thelr n Tobaceo and

tl nl porting any
In t} 12 branch prices
ws ! th 1 ds ! ‘rovisions
and | lware show a little more life

h g and shoes

Rot mprovement s expected when
the sugar and tobacco crops begin to
move vely next mont} The acre-

| ir & conslderably larger than
but the crop has been
1 by dr ght, owing to

hich N mber crop estimates of 440.«

000 tong have by exports been reduced
at L The op of 158899

: ) tons, and that of 1588, the
largest in the history of the island; 1.«

4 06N “

The tobacco crop has had an ex-
centlanally favorable season, and gives
pr ise of ng one of the largest Cu.
ba hag ever produced, the quality be-

past. Fxpert
crop at 320,000 bales
f which 160000 are from the Vuelta
Abajo digtrict. Money is easy at six
per cent with but little demand.

)
ng better than fof years

1 he
place th

Mr. H, Waterhouse Dead.

New York, Feb, 24—Henry Water-
Jr., a merchant and planter, of
Hed of pneumonia last night
avenue hotel. Mr. Water-
his wife were enroute to
thelr wedding tour. They
arrived here during the snow and rain.
gtorm of last week and Mr. Waterhouse
caught a cold which developed iato
pneumenia,
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