THE DESERET NE WA,

LODITORIATLS,

SAFK AS WELL AS JUST.

WE nre enabled to present to our
readers to-day another capable com-
mupicition, on the question of state
hood for Utab, from the forcible pen
of George Ticknor Curtis., It ap-
peared first, as will be observed, in the
New York Sun and is in a similar veln
to one recently published in these
tofumns. His views are clearly set
forth, and jo addition to their iotiin-
. Bic gounduess,the well known acumen,
ability and experlence of the writer,
give them preat weight from 4 consti-
totionul stundpoint.
In addition to the justive of Uwsh’s
laim, the potency of the fact that
Congress 1s clothed with 8 trust to
zrant staichood to a Terrltory ascom
pletely gnalifled to assume it as
this 1s and other reusons thut
bave been elucidated, the pational
safety demsends shat toe petition be
tuvorably uacted upon. History has
demoustrated that firee nations canoet
be perpetuasted uanless dependencies
are abolfshed by adwmission to the
fuli benefits of their politival institu-
tioos. 1f this be pot done an un-
healthy condition eusoes, the result
belng © ultimate dissolution. This
may bDe safely stated 8 & general prop-
osition whose applicatien lies o tae
cuse of every dependency whose nom-
bers end resources are competent and
who signify by thelr offier of
compact that they will govern
themselves in strict -harmouny
with republican Institutlens. Utah
poussesses those gialiflcations, und hus
signitted her purpose o the only man-
ner {n which such a dispositiou could
be exhibited or copstitntionslly de-
munded. These preliminaries haviug
been complied with, it ouiy remain
for Copgress 10 perform its doty in
conformity with the trust wiih wnica,
28 Mr. Cultis says, that hody bus been
clothed,
This graceful act of the Natlonai
Legislature would, 50 far a8 Utan and
tihe naitjon is congerned, place the Re-

enemies, and just bow or when the
dificulty will be settled is oot at pres-
ent discernible.

T he government organs 1o Londen—
tbe Times, Telegraph and Post—made
haste to throw the respousibihity of
the tragedy upun ihe Englist leaders
of we [rish Nationalists, even be-
fore uH the detajls bad reached
them,the irst-named journal declaring
that the blood of the viclims was upon
the heads of Lubouchere and his con-
frerés, This sounds so ultra partisan

even for those Jjournuals that many peo-
ple who have kmowp of their
long apd active services In behalf

yof the British Empire and Briush in-
terests will be at 4 Joss to comprehend
bow they can be induced to so far de-
part from ¢orrect statements. These
people will ask themselves wha$ the
offense of thelrish was and what the
provocation of the government’s agents
was, and when they learn that the
former was engaging o the loug-time
and generally respecled constitutionad
privilege of peaceahly assembling in
public to discuss their wrougs and
petition for redress, and that the latler
wag preven:ipng tbem from so doing,
tue trudltlcunfz Enpglish love of fair
play will be so eutraged that many
among the masses will bear with im-
patient [oyalty the time when by their
guffrace they can set the present gov-
ernment aside, .
It scems that the Irlsh people had
determined upon this meeling some
time previous to the preparstions
mude for a weneral suppression of
political gatherivgs in Ireland under
the crimes act, and as it was to be a
purely conventional affair, te discnss
wrongs and remedjes, a number
of eminent geotl-men of both
English snd Irish pationdlity decided
to take part in it and if possible pro
mote the cuose of self-government for
the b adly misgoverned jsland. No
hostile intent was shown; there wus
not 4 wweapon to be seen us the people
quietly assembled at Mitchellstown;
uo Joud words were spoken; no defi-
anee of progerly constituted authori-
-ty was exhibited; only, acting in ac-
cordance with the promptings of their
somdwhat ardent uature, they were
proposing to make good o8e of a priv-
ilege guaranteed Lhem by Magna Char

pablic in barmony wita itself, by
briuging into political homogeneity 1o
integral part of its own body enotitled
to the full privileges of its Counstitution
aud justitutions. The lite’s blood ot
popuiar sovercigaty would beextended
in closer proxtimiiy 1o the extremities
of the body politlc and greater heaith
aud vitality would be ineviiable.
Returpipg to the main idea of this
article—the wafer course for Congrens
to take upon the statebood guestion—
it may uot be inavpropriate to quole
the view of Froude, the emiuent
historian and philosopber. In his
srashic narrativesol eventsof the p.at
cunuectey with the carcer of pations,
fe pecasionally interpoiates bis cou-
ctusions in refereuce to the lussouns
which history snouid impress upon
successive grenerations. A strikiog and
vividly truthful remnack in point occora
in s ‘4Jolins Cwsar.” He says, in
substancy, uis exact words not Delng
before us: .
It bistory teaches one thing it is this:
Lthat free natlous ceruot xovern sob
ject provinces, When it trauspires
that tuey are unsble or unwliling to
exieud to tiem tae beoetlts of their
constitutiou, the constitution itself
falls 1o pleces f1om were ‘ncoulpetency

for its duties, and guvernmenty share |
the faty of all varth]y wbjects, from the |

merest flower to wpe bighe-t humap
institutiou; they rlse, culmipate and go
to dissolution. When reason 18 dis-
cardedin the copntroversy, the calmity
suo lonzer distant.

Assuming tiat conelusion to be true
—the rise _und fall- of empires has
demonstrated it—and placing it io jux
taposttion with the truism that history
i8 constintly repeating hiself, it would
not only be Lthe more juslt and swiser
‘policy for Cougress 1o admit Utab to
ithe tull henetits of 2 republican form
of government, bul likewise the safer.
It woald conduce 1o the perpetuity of
the glorjous institutions of our com-
mon country.

[n the controversy 1n relation to
Ttah, those who have arrayed them-
selves ou the side of the opposition,
have thus far substituted prejudice for
reason. It isto be hoped that better
judgment will, 4t the opportune mo-
ment; prevall, that justice may be
viudicated and national injury averted.

THE MITCHELLSTOWN TRA-
GEDY.

It is rarely in the history of clashing
claus in modern times that merely
political sentiment has become so
mallgnant 43 10 lead to bloodshed when
4]l aroond and ccocerniog the combat-
apts is ostepsibly peaceful.
such 2 calamity does take place, 1t pro-
duces a shock amopg those who read
of it, corresponding with the character
of the proccedings and the extent of
the injuries ipflicted. That at Mitch-
ellstowu, Irelsnd, ou Thursday last

is the wmost cobpspicuots case Jn
recent years, and 1tis also ope of the

most deplorable becanse unprovoked, |

gutl baviog but s tendency to heighten
the feeling which was previously warm
enough amoog those who make of Irish

Howe Role a political issue. The fact
that blood was shed does but wake of

Whehn |

fa, the instrument through wnich the
government existed and exercised
'+way. Allat once the constabulary,
armed, eqguipped and officered, ap-
cared on the scene, the peace-
ul gatherers were ordered to
disperse, aod having violated no
principle of fundameutal law, they re-
fused to go. Topen the dgkting began,
It must mamfestly huve heen greatly
to the disadvantage of the people, for
they were uot armed oor prepared for
a struggle, and thus situated and re-
afizing, it would scem to be a pre-
sumption sgainst common sense that
they should bove given the first provo-
cation. Add to this the evidence that
is pow coming alopg hy means of the
cable and land telegraphs, and it a&p-
pearsouly teo plain that the govern-
ment forces bexxo the diflicnlty which
resulted io an inexcmsable slaughter.

Of coorse the Irish wentto tighting
wheu they found they were in & fight;
it 18 decidedly characteristic of them
|s.s a people to do sneh a thing, But on
this special occasiun, common justice
would seem to demund that they be
reliaved of the respoasibility and that
ii be piaced where ft belongs—upon
the Tory agitators jndirectly and pri
marilv, and their agents aud hench-
men o Irelaod directly. The arrest of
vditor "Brien for merely poing oo
1he steamer with Latouchere to see
him off for howe and the offer tore
lezse hjm if he would pot try toac
compainy kis friend nor speak in pub-
lic, shows a spirit of tyranny and ap-
prehénsion which is uet English bat
mure likely reneg»de Irisah, taking ad-
vantage of the occasion to mnake & law,
bad enough of itself, subserve their
subsidize urposes against their
former friends.

A PLEA FOR A MUORE HUMANE
POLICY.

W publish to-day an exceptiooally
[ ine article from the New Haven Regis-
‘ter A more sruthful description of
the general atiitude toward the Lat-
ter-day Salots could scarcely be given.
The manper in which they are treated
is utterly devoid of sympathy, beiog
unchristianlike agd denuociatory, and
therelore mistaken.

The Register is right in attributing
the hargh position of the press and the
conotry genernlly toward the Saints to
ignorance. Yet no special palos are
taken to peaetrate the thick wall of
misjnformation which has been built
between the nation and this much
abused and maitreated cominunity.
This is iargely because the sianders
that have been industriously circolat-
ed concerning the Szints have been ac-
cepted as correct. They have thus
been prejudged; the popular mind be-
ing satisiied, no effort is made to pur~
sue the subject further, resting upon
a partial verdict-predicated npon one-
l sided testimony,

The chief guilt of this lamentable
tajtuation lies st the doors of ambi-
tious political conspirators located in
this Territory, who have, by & course

o

of the foulest misrepresentation,flood-
e the countiy with falsehood
coRcel ming ke ‘‘*Alormons,’t that on-
der cover of the popular sentiment
ihus manufactured they might con-
duoct their netarious schemes withim-

mere opponents outgpoken and deflant ! punity.
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This appeared to them to be
negessary io order to forwara their
ult¢rior parposes; if they bad set their
antl-republican schewes afqgot against
4 people of gnod repute with the pa-
tlon, the country would have snowed
them upder. 3

While the conntry and the govern-
ment may ol be eatitled 4o unquali-
fled censuré because of the nsually
harsa and uosympathetic manaer of
treating the‘*Mormon'? pefple,they are
donotless not entirely free’from blaine.
It is ulways wrong to adopt a policy
of that character without first ascer-
talning whether it 15 just:ifiable—if it is
ever open to justitication—by obtain-
ing correct informatfon,
people most interested are the most
capable of furpnishing. Bat those who
put the misrepresentation in circola-
tion are the reslly guilty ones. Upon
tbis poiot Tom Piine exunciated a
forcible trulsm when he sald:

'"A continoal circulatlon of lles
amony those who are not mueh io the
way ol hearlng them contradicted, in
time pesses for truth. The crime lies
pot ta the believer, but in the in-
ventor.”

There are no people of modern times
against whom u lurger quantity of in-
fumous lies huve been lnvented and
circolated than the Latter-day Ssints.
Having beeu flooded upon the country
and the world at large, to contradict
thein umong people where they gaiped
currency Bas beeb au lmpossible feat.
Indeed, it bhus not been undertaken,
excepl in a limited degree; bence the
iubrications have, in time, been ac-
cepled as trush.

oubtlese this' web of falsehood is
largely the cause of the widespread fg-
sorance ju relation to the Saints aod,
48 10e Register holds, this Jack of infor-
mation lesds to the harsh result of a
cruei and mistaken policy. Thecure
iles in an effort to obiain correct
ioformation from reliable sonrces, the
inagguration oi a more sympathetic
policy and the consequence will un-
doubtediy be a kindly respouse. If the
rest of the nution lake the position
that this comwmunity shoold change
their views and beliefs, let them bring
on the intellectuul and moral agencies
Decessary to produce the transforipa-
tion, if they possess thew io greater
quantity aud superior quality, but they
must not as the MHegister says, tire them
st the **Mormons’' trom the month of
a cannon; nejther shonld they be
thrustat tuem 1o the shape of such
cruel messores as the Edmuuds-Tuck-

er law.

The Latter-day Saints huve been
villifled and aoDused because It
was  claimed they did not
cenformy o certain olitical as-

pects of the country. They have been
rereal.cdiy told that if this were done,
all"would be well, avd everybedy
wonld be satisied, The coustitution
{ramed and adopied by the late con-
venifon appears to meel every
point which had been demanded by
Lthose jmbued with the anti-**Mor-
mon'’ spirit. Now the ‘'Mormons”
are depounced by the same class for
doing what their censors asked them
to do, And still toe hzrsh, un-
christian aud unreasopable spint
contlipues to be c¢Xaibited, Every
cunsistent and fair-mwinded per-
sou who pus yiven tue question any
consideralisn will agree with os and
the Register, that o chapnge of Lhe moude
uveretolyre in vogue of Lreatiog ihe
“Mormous'" should be summarily in-
sugursted and ooe of 4 more humane,
kiodly and consistent character instl-
tuted torthwith.
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THE TWO STAFESMEN.

Two emipent Epeglishmen—W. E.
Gladstone and John Bright—have de-
cliped 1nvitaljons to visit the United
Stales on the occasivn of the celebru-
tion of “*adoption day,’ or the day on
which the federal constitution of the
United States was lormally ratifled.
The cause of the declination should
not be understood us unwiliingness on

heir parijo be with us apd partici-
pate 10 the rejoiciugs on that tnemoru -

ble occasion, bnt merely jndicates that
the preseat 15 a momentons -pe-
riod in the history of their own
conntry and euch coocefves jt
to be his doty to remain at his post ut
least **until the clouds roll by.” Tuis

much in ¢commwou, but 1n ail other res-
pects the scope 01 action and tbe uc-
tuating® motives of the men seem as
wide apart as are the antipodes.

Giladstone took great pains in bis
reply to set out not nnly bis friendship
for this country and sympathy for its
jnstitutions, but showed at some
length why fle had reason to entertain
the warmest of feeling toward us, why
a4 land consecrated to human Jiberty
should be endeared fo him, apd hav-
img such sentiments a5 his puide, how
Imypracticable it would be for him to
dusert 1is post now when he is but-
tling fu a simliar cause. Besides, he
wis not digposed, on behalf of tuose
for whom he is contendlng, to weaken
hiis strength or dissipate any of his
limited opportuniiies by rv!ng the
opposition cause for Indulgiog in po-
iitical jealonsies becazuse of his visit
and misconstruing his motives when
be is not present to defend them.

The reply of Mr. Bright ia somewhat
more curt, wuch more bosiness-like,
apd ajtdgether diffusing an air ot
greater cautlon and regard for himself.
The sivceritv ot his friendly profes-

sions for the United States and its peo-

which 1he.

ple will hirdly be questioned, would

. bot probably bave been i be had made

no reply to the fuvitation at ail; suill
|ibere seems to be struggling for a
pluce apd appearance between the
lines & suppressed objection to some-
thing we nave lalely donoe, are doing or
have 11 copntempiation. It is [ike
the hospitality of 4 man who
makes all caliers welcome, but is dis-
pluased ut something one of them has
done and the effort to treat him ne
different from the other becomes a
little labored. He is realiy, In a zen-
vral senee, as (riendly as ever for all
that.

There are, we think, two and per-
haps three causes for Mr. Bright's
asperity of feeling, 1f guch it way be.
One of them I8 because of the ex-Pre
mier's attitede oo the Irish qoestion,
wherein be und bis former colleague
are painfally at variauce and bhave #]-
most cessed Lo be friends, und his {u-
vitution following that of Mr. Glad-
stone with the understuoding that it
migbt nol nave beeu sent at all but for
that genjlemsn’s 1nability to attend;
anotuers reason would scem to be
the nopapimous sympathy of the
Americin pepple for toc cause of
Home Hule fn [relaud. If this diag
nosis of the case is Lhe correct ome—
und do not al] deducijons based npon
his words aod sctlons of late bear it
out?—it presents aun elemest of
stranygeness which it will bebard ie
explain away. Mr. Bright is far ad-
vinced iu years, §s, 1o 1act, at that
stuge of life wnen ops must look 1o
the preservation of what Jaurels “E
has woun jp the past ratber than see
10 yaiher iresp ones from the future.
His lite has been an illustrious one,
such & career as few ever attain to by
the force of personal effort and honest
acuievement. He has placed himself
lodelibly upon recurd a8 the friend
of bumao liberty and humnn progress.
In all save an aflectionate sllegiguce

for a titled ruler hecause, she
governs the juod of his nativity and
nis destiny, lbe 13 & repub-

iicap, a commnoner, a huUmanjtarian,
48 well as a statesman of profound
ability and fur-reachiog consequence.
Wby, it will be asked, i3 he not ouly
o?posed to popular guveroment iu one
of the Empire’s provinces, but aguiost
toe udoption o such IDeasures o
would 1aise a prosicate people from
ont the ashes woere the heredilary
curse of lapdlordism has placed them
for toree centuries? Why does ne
sever Loe jricndship ef his Jong-time
ally when tke latter {* counsecrating
what little remalns to him of life to
the sacred end of undoing the wrongs
to which his governmeut has been
committed so long? And why does be
sulk in bis tent when a cordial bid is
scol him to visit o8 kinsmen beyound
the sea, those who sue eve to eye
with bis compatrlol on the great
and all-absorbiug question of Ireland
for the Irish? Toego are the questions
that u great many people will pouder
over; aud it is hard to think that some
of them at least will see in such de-
portment a8 that we hauve mentioned
Lue possible third reason—the trail of
the green-eyed serpent over itall. We
hope those who take a Jdiffercnt view
¢l the case and do not conocur in Lhe
coaclusion last soggested are alto-
wetoer rigot; the others wounld doubt-
tess be elud to kpow thut they are
mistaken.

et —————
OUR MORMOKN PPOLICY.

A paper publisbed in Salt Luke City
has recently expressed the opinion
that the [nited States goverament
onght to have seot an army corps to

{Utab by tbe flrst train that passed

ovér the Pacific railroad, with a view
of stamping ont polygamy; and thinks
that, if thia had been done, Utah
would now be & prosperons and-peace-
able member of the Americau Union.
We have no doubt of 1his paper's ear-
nest desire to sec the Utah guestion
properly settled, nor of its intense op-
position to polygamy; bat there is
very grave reason to donht the editor's
common Sense. If he thinks that
guestions of religious belfef —and that

is what Mormonism is—can be settjed
by bullets and bayomets, he peeds to
take a course of historical readings,
under the guidance of some judicions
and philosophicul professor. Apd yet
the spirit of that utteraace breathes in
very much oi what is said now on this
subject, und apimates, Lo a degree
which one day we shall great]ly regret,
our coperessienal legisiation with
reference to the Mormons., We wish
thit a chapge might be efected in this
matter. We may be able to win the
Mormons; {c 18 tolernbly certain that
we shall not be able todrive theig.
Kindoess and coucilistion are needed
far more than barsh and riroroos
lawa.

The great difficulty that is encoun-
tered in the settlement of the Mormon
problemn is that of Ignorance, The
Mormons do not really konow ug, and
we do not renily know them. There
is no sympathy between them aod us,
apd comparatively little commupica-
tion. We have always felt that they
were Strangers Lo our commonwealth—
& people remote from our ways oi
thoyghand onr manoer of iife,siogular
in Lueirideas and kabits,and obnoxious
in their customws. Tbough living with-
in our pational territory they have
ever been to -us a strange and alien
race. These feelings oo our purt they
have reclprocated; they call us Gen-
tiles, and unbelievers, and look wupon

rvs
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us very much as the Chinese look upon
foreigners. Thus there hus growp up
between us apd them a wall of sepaya-
.don, which it has been very hard g
pass over. A spirit of antagonism,
sometimes partaking of the rankest
nitlerpess, has been cultivated, now
by us, and now by them. Every effprt
bas been made by them to keepsparg
irom us, and keep us away from them,
The tone of receutlegislation has beeg
suchasto aggravate this bDitterpegs,
and, to make Moimon exclusive-
ness. and intolerance more rigorpus
and more tierce. A large portion pt
the newspapers of the country, both
sennlar und religlous, have dooe thelr
part to make bad matters worse by in-
duleing in the ill-considered and ug.
christian style of writlng of which wa
gave a sample above. And =0, while
Mormen missjooeries have been ac.
tive abroad, and Mormoro emigrapts
have been ﬂoeklnyhln hundreds and
thousands te Salt Lake City, we our-
selves, in our desire to abolish the
manifest evils of Mermoniam, and tp
prevent that cootamination whieh Jts
existence amoug us tureatens, hayvg
been doicg all we could, by imjudi-
elous laws, and the exhibltion of ag
unkind and ungenerous spirit,to defeat
onr own purposes, to intens.dy and 1o
concentrata the energy of Mormon re.
sistance.

it is time to begin a differcat poliey,
That Yarrier of ignoraunce and dis-
trost which hus separated the Mor-
wouns from the rest of the nation must
come down. If Mormonism is to be
uvercome, it will be by the power of
better cl\'hlzation, a4 parer morality
and u better relizion. But in order
that these ameliorating influences may
aoter Uiah, and permeale Mormos
nomes, nsod make themselves feitix
Mormon hearts and lives, this Chinese
wall ot excilusiveness and suspiclon

 must be leveled., Mormons will never

be disposed to accept of our better
ideas, if we effer them at the polntof
a hayonet. OUur religion and our mor-
ality cannot be shot at them irom cao-
non. The longer we continue the pres-

-ent policy'of kesiile criticism, of bitter

denunciation, aud ol harsh legislation
the’longer will Mormonism be tightly
sealed against the entrance of waat-
cver bepeiits we may bave to offer
them—the nrore completely and hope-
leasly will they be aliepated trom the
general life of the nation. If Mor-
wonism be & plague spot—and certajn.
Iy we would not deny the danger ln-
berent in the existenee of such a com-
munl!g inthe very midst of our peps
ple—the more mallgnant sill its power
for evi] become, and the more will ft
tend 1o éperpetuate nnd strepgthes
itself, fn answer to such acaursecs
onr part.

A convention of the people in Utah,
from wbich, we belleve, the Genile
popniation very largely held alool
fius recently drawn ep & cpaosu-
tutiou for a slate government whigh
it is propesed to present to Coupres
with a  wvilew te Utab’s admission
to the Ynjon. No document drawno upoy
Senator Edmunds himself could more
completely dcetheobe polygamy tbao
thls Mormon constitution has doue.
Bigamy and polygamy are <xpressly
declared to he incompatible with z re-
publican form of government, are for-
bidden and declured misdemennor.
Any one found in the practice of them
is on conviction to De visited wilh
suitable pe. alues, or flne and jmpna-
ommpent; and 1t is furtter provid:d
1hat this seclion sball be jmmeds:
ately operative, without the aid o
special legislution to give it effect. &
proviso epacts that shat paruculs
cluuse shall not be altered or amended
without the consent of the cougress of
the United Siates, although s)} otber
amendments to the constitution are 1
be made by ihe msual process
of securing the concuorrent sc
tion of two legisiatures lollowed by
vopular ratiticatien, Another sectief
of this constitution abolisves the on-
ion of church aud state, and forbis
the domination of the state by 17
church; while another provides {o
irec worship, according to the dicisies
of censcience,2pd abrogates all relig-
ious and property tests ior poldio
oilice, for voting, or for tesitiyingics
coull of justice.

All this looks very well; and 0
only wespon left to the anti- Mormed
party is that of Jenunciation, Ty
arelrying to deceive us; they have
framed a coustitutiou whjeh costain®
every provision which thé mpst rigil
PPoritan would care 1o have—bat 1hef
don't really mean {t; they are drawif
Wwoo] over our eyes; Lhere 188 catlnie
meai; no soouer are they admitled 1©
the upion than the mask will be tord
uauy and thelr real intents apd por-
poses will stand out {n all thelr vile:
ness, when it is too Jate toraos to do
unythiog to help ourselves; ae Mor-
mons ware tricksters gnd imposlur!.
and now they ate imposing on usbr
offering us this Constitytion—whith
only covers another of théir oumerols
picces of deceit. We need potsay thit
we do not care to defend Mormoniso-
At the sume Lime Mormons are o b
treated with jnsuice, cuarity snd d&
cency. There is materjal in Utab (o8
good state, and good citizens. T
materigl must be worked np, &0
those embryo citizens educated A0
trained. e plead, therefore, not for
sympuathy with polygamy, of ¥

Mormon doctrines  generally, bit
for  friendliness add  kipdoest
towards the  Morwons el

selves; we plead for a poticy of chn
ciliztion to replace that which 18 £OF
io vogue. We plead for incressed e“
fortsto carry to Otah, aod !0 m:he
permapent there, e&he ceurch, -
schoot, and every m ns'o[c!vmu-“:
and of moral and inteliectual Er0 e
with which we are familjar at le east



