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CONFERENCE.

The Fifty second Annual Confer-
ence of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-dsy Saints convened on
Thursday, April 6th, 1882, in the
large Tabernacle, at 10 o’clock a. m.,

as per adjournment.

Present on the stand: Of the Fiist
Presidency—John Taylorand Joseph
F. Smith.

Of the Twelve Apostles—Wilford
Woodruff, Lorenz? Snow, Erastas
Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brig-
ham Young, F. M. Lyman and John
H. Smith; Counselor, D. H. Wells,

Patriarch—John Bmith,

Of the First Seven Presidents of
Seventies—Henry Herriman, Horace
8. Eldredge, Jacob Gates, Jobhn Van
Cott and Wm. W. Taylor.

Of the Presiding Bishopric—Ed-
ward Hunter, Leonard W. Hardy
and Robt, T. Burton.

Besides Presidents of BStaKes,
Bishope and other leading men from
all ts of the Territory.
nference was called to order by
President John Taylor.

14%‘1“ cholr sang the hymn on page

Sipg to the great Jebovah's pralse,
All praise to him belongs.

Prayer by Apostle Franklin D. |

Richards.
The choir sang on page 265:

The great and glorious gospel light,
Has ushered forth unto my sight.

FPRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

Said: We are now commencing
our Confererce, which is the 52nd
Annual Conference of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, The Church itself, as well
as those connected with it, have
passed through as many changes as

most men that dwell wupon the
earth.
We have had the Gospel of Jesus

Christ revealed to us, in connection
 'with its powers and privileges, and
these have inspired us with such
ho and aspirations, as have en-
abled us to with calmness the
mobbings and drivings which we
have endured 80 many times, and
we shall ke able doubtless again to
bear with equanimity whatever the
Lord in His tender mercy may gee
fit for us to suffer.

Many Elders have been sent forth
to dispense the unsearchable riches
of Christ. The message we have
borne to the nations has been that
of peace and good will to man, go
ing forth without purse and
serip, scattering the seeds of
life and bringing back our
sheaves with us. We have done
this years ago, are doing it now, and
calculate to continue doing it, the
Lord being our helper, without any
trembling of the knees. We have
been driven from our homes five
times; we have been  rob-
bed and plundered; a s#pirit
of antagoni-m is in the world
it has been, is now, and always will
be until He comes whose right it is
to reign.

President Taylor felt well this
morning and rejoiced in the work of
God. He spoke with greal power,
and sald were he to give vent to his
feelings, he would exclaim, Iallelu-
jah! the Lord God Omnipotent

reigneth.

:
he discourse was repor’ed in full

and will be published.
APOSTLE JOHN H, SMITH,

Having just returned from a visit
fto the East, rejoiced to te home
again and breathe the mountain
air of Utah, We bave but few
friends in the outside world, but the
recent agitation is preaching a loud
sermon. Many honest inqulrers
after truth are seeking information
pertainiog to our doctrines from
tho e whom they think capable of
imparting It. Good will come out of
the apparent evil. The work of God
will prevail; Zion will grow and in-
crease, Alithough clouds gather
around Zion, he bad firm faith in
the final triunuph of her cause. She
may
a8 wheat, but ultimate success
awaits her. 1.t us then be faithful
and true to all the cbligations and
duties the Gorp:1 enjoins on us and
all will be well.

APOSTLE F. M. LYMAN,

“This handful of people are attract-
ing more attention than ever before.
The history of the people of God in
former ages foreshadows what we
may expect. When men under-
take to carry out the purposes of
God they necessarily encounter the
oppoeition of the world, because

ere isa love of unrighteousness in

{

s through trials and, be sifted |

e

creates a warfare within ourselves;
how then can we be surprised if it
causes a warfare in the world? How
many of us have learned to subdue
this evil within ourselves; have
learned to do always that which is
right; to deal justly and walk uP-
rightly all the time? There is in
man a religious sentiment. Though
all do not worship at the same
shrine, yet all have some chief ob-
ject of worship or attainment.
When the everlasting Gospel came
to us it did not materially change
the object of our worsh lIip,, except so
far as we had formed erroneous
ideas concerning the Deity. Through
obedience to it we have obtained a
knowledge of the truth, and its
spirit has wrn:lght in us, revealing
the mind and will of God, and urg-
ing us to works of righteousness,
glving us a testimcny which has
enabled us to gather with the
Saints, endure perfeculion, sustain
ourselves, be united, acd had we
been more exact in its observance,
more sincere, fervent and gpiritual-
ly-minded, it would have more per-
fectly united us and established us.
We are here on earth to obtain an
experience in the tuings thereof,
and also to develop ourselves
morally and spiritually that we may
be enabled to gointo the next world
with treasures of eternal riches.The
Lord has revealed the gospel that
we may, as well as get our living,
develop ourselves? intellectually,
morally and spiritually. In doing
this God has for a lunig tir::iah ast
iven ug peace, prosperity and bless-
ngs t.hn.t];:wa cou'ld :ﬂet have expect-
ed. And now if we have frying
times what will they be foi1? Why
was Jesus smitten, His name cast
out as evil and His life taken? Not
b+ cause he was wicked, but because
thera was a power on earth that
warred against his mission. We
have had to meet this before, and
should be able to do so again. 1t is
not intended that we should fight
with th= sword, but with the truth,
and our motto should be, “peace on
earth,”” We are to build up the
kingdom, not by violence, but by
the power of God who will shelter
us and we shall not be scattered
abroad. It isnot for any evil that
we do that we are persecuted, but
because we are engaged in the work
of God, and our strength will be in
doing right and having God for our
friend. May we be able to act al-
ways g0 as to secure that frlendship,
and may the peace of heaven be
upon our Conference and our Ter-
ritory until the kingdom ot God is
permanently established on earth.

BISHOP JOHN SHARP

Felt much pleasure in being present
at this Conference, and had enjoyed
the remarks made by the previous
speakers, His mind reverted to
e time when he first heard
the principles of life.  After
embracing those principles the peace
and joy that the Spirit of the Lord
brought to his heart, had never for-
saken him from that time to the

nt. Speaking of the pre:ent
spirit of the times he s8aid, we know
not what lies befo e us, but the only
safeguard we have is in keeping the
commandments cf God. He felt
no concern or dubiety about the re-
sult, but had implicit trust in the
overruling power of the Almighty.

upon the Saints.
ELDER W. W. OLUFF

Was plessed with the privilege of
being here. We krow that this is
the work of God. We know that
if we keep the commandments of
God we have nothing to fear. Trials
and {ribulations are not new to the
servants of God; The preaching of
righteousness provckes persecution
from the wicked. B
the Gospel of Jesus Christ,we signifi-
ed our willingness to have our names
cast out as evil. Prejudice sgainst
usas a le I8 wide-spread, and
moet of it is through ignorance of
our motives and alms. We are ac-
cused of hostllity to thegovernment
of this nation, and yet there are no
people in all this broad land that are
20 law-abiding and true to the Consati-
tution of our country. We have
nothing to fear if we do right and

ursue the path that is marked out
or us by the Lord. It s our duty
to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ
te all people. Let us be pure in our
lives, humble and thoughtful and do
all the geod we can while we remain
on the earth,

ELDER A, HATCH

Realized tosome extent the magnui-
tude of the work in which we are
engaged and the great labor that de-
volved on the ¢arly Elders of this
Church, when the members were

|

Prayed for the blessing of God to be;

embracing |

l

| through.

Now we number many thous-
ands., He wished to say - that
though tke Watioval Legi:lature
saw fit to pass bills restrictive in
their nature, and deprive us of our

litical righte, yet he realized that
his was their act and not ours, We
therefore have only to maintain our
integrity to keep the command-
ments of God and leave the resvitin
His hands, He was a native born
citizen and was fifty years of age,
yet had never had the privilege of
voling for the President of the Uni-
ted Sta'es. So much for political
liberty. He felt that what was
coming upon us would finally result

reached before; and while the Gv-
ernment is seeking to oppress us, let
us hold out to them the olive branch
of peace. He rejoiced in the spirit
made manifest thus far in this Con-
ference. Let us one and all continue
to build up Zion and all will be well.
The choir eang an antbem:

Apgels from the realms of glory.

Conference adjourned till 2 &.m.
Benediction by Apostle Wilford
Woodrufl,

April 8, 2 p. m.
The choir sang on page117:

All praise to our redceming Lord,
Who joins us by his praise.

Prayer by President Jcseph F.
Smith.
The choir sang on page 13.

Praise to God immortal pralse,

For the love that crowns our days.

APOSTLE BRIGHAM YOUNG

Said he was pleased at the opportu-
nity of attending another annual
Conference, He endorsed the re-
marks of the epeakers of this morn-
ing. His feelings had been a little
wrought upcn at thea«tions of those
who ought to fosfer and encourage
use, for we are brin%mg the poor and
down-trodden to this country, and
teaching them how to live and im-
rrove themselves, and develop the
resources of this wild and barren
waste. This ople bhave done
more to establish and prepare this
western regl n for capitalisis to come
to and build fine houses than the
rest of the United|States all put toge-
ther. He then epoke of the suicidal
policy we had been guilty of by sus-
taining and making rich those who
hsd refused to render ove act of suc-
cor or utter ote word of remon-
strance when troubles assailed us,
He hcped to be sustained in observ-
ing the Jaws of God. The watch.
word today for us was peace and
good will. He had faith in God, and
had po fears for the result. We
must not be deterred by obstacles,
but press forward in faith and a way
would always be opened and a ram
be found in the thicset. If we put
away from us the principles that
God has given us, this peop'e never
can prosper, but let us serve God
with renewed energy, and if we
have neglected our qucrum meetin
or other duties, let us repent and do
better, and trust in God, and the
persecutions now threatening will
do ue no harm, but all will work to
our advan and for the bullding
up of the kingdom of God at large.
e felt it incumbent on him to
keep the commandments of God,
nndp through not strictly living up to
the duties and responsibilities of our
religion he attributed, the chief
cause of the troubles and calamities

this people had been called to pass

ELDER L. J. NUITALL

Then read the statistics of the
various stakes of Zion, al-0 a half-
yearly ctatistical and financial re-
port of tbe Rellef Societies.

APOSTLE WILFORD WOODRUFF

Felt as when he was first baptized
into this Church—that whatever
the Spirit of the Lord might give
him to speak to the mele,re -
Jess of the feelings and views of the
outside world, that he had always
spoken, and hoped,to continue to do.

e wished to say to the Latter-day
Saints that with us it was the king-
dom «f God or nothing. Outside of
the kingdom of God there is no ex-
altation. The God of heaven has
set His hand to establish his king-
dom. All the Prophets of by gone
days have prophesied of these days,

dom of God, He had watched and
marked the progress of this work
for near half a century. The God
of Heaven called Joseph Smith to
lay the foundation of this great lat-
ter-day work, and God stood by him
to the day of his death. We
need not expect to pass through
this world in connection with
this work, without belng perse:uted,
for all men in every dispersation

in a status that we have never!| P

| fear and tremble, but put our trust

[ can sfford to give up.

and of the setting up of the king-| ped

contend with it more or less. If
God was not the author of this lat-
ter-day dispensation we should pot
meet with persecution. The world
would love its own. He c¢ould re-
member nearly 70 years back, and
the change that had come over the
Christian worli was wonderful.
They had become infidel, and had
discarded nearly all the ordinances
of the gospel. They have no faith
in God, and utterly repudiated and
would iaugh at the very idea of new
revelation. If the world do not be-
lieve there I1s a God, we do. Over
100,000 persons living in these moun-
tains, believe in God, and He will
rotect and defend us, for we know
God rules and reigns,
and He is our friend.
A Congressman sald lafely to ore
of our Elders, *“If Congress pass
that Edmunds hill, God have mercy
on you Mormons.” ButI say, God
have mercy on the outside world,
for they are in the hands of God as
much as we are, and He will have
with them a fearful reckoning. If
the world persecute us, we need not

that

in the Almighty, There is no .
ciple or commandment that has
revealed for us to ob erve that we
Our busipness
is to keep the commandments of
God regardless of the consequences.
He then called on "every man and
woman in Israel to enter into their
closets and pour out their aculs and
petitions before God, and the thou-
sands of fervenf, honest prayers
going up before the Lord will be
sute to bring down b'essings upon
the heads of the Sairts and sanc-
tify to our God all that we may be
called upon to pass thrcugh. The God
of heaven is going to exalt Zion and
make His yeople great in the earth.
The Prophet Jcseph had =ald the
time would come when the princi-
ples of the Constitution wou!d be
fors:ken and that Instrument wculd
be rent asunder, and this people
would then step forward and rescue
it from entredestruction The gov-
ernment of this nation are fast pre-
paring themsclves for the severe
chaslening hand of the Almighty,
for He holds them responsible, they
have got to fool the biil for all that
they do. We have been called to a
great and m*ghty work; Jet us keep
the commandments of Giod and fear
not. He was willing to risk his life,
his honor, and his eternal salvation,
on the 1esult of obedience to the

rinciples of our holy religion. We
Enve appealed to earthly courts in
vain, Jet us appeal to the court of
Heaven, and let 1 8 prepare our-elves
for the work that lies be’ore us and
live so that we may filnally inherit
eternal life, for Jesus’ sake.

The Choir sang the hymn on page
260z
How firm 8 foundation ye Saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith In His excellent word.

Conference was adjourned till to-
morrow at 10 o’clock a.m.

Benedictivn by Apostle Lorenzo
Snow.

l

|
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SECOND DAY.
Firiday, April 7th, 10 o'clock a.m.

Come, O thou Klog of kings,
We've walted long for Thee.

Prayer by Blshop David H. Can.
non.

| the blessings

20'5‘!1{1 choir sang & hymn on page |

upon theearth. Let not the Eldey

stop their labors, and let the wateh

word be, *“Do not stand still, mow
on!” Let there be no moving back,
Let the farmer pursue his agricut.
tural work; let the mechanic goon
with his labor; let Israel continue to
build their temples, their houses of

worship and schoolhouses; let the

Elders preach the Gospel and gather
Israel; we must not stand still, but
go on improving, Let us continue
sending out our missionaries to
preach the gospel, and in every way
to push forward in labors of love in
the building up of Zion. We must
never stop while we have strength
to move, and a voice (o speak.
When Christ was nailed to the cross
his enemies thought they had gain-
ed the aivan but the purposes
of God were belng fulfilled. 8o it
has been in all the persecutions and
drivings of the Latter-day Saints,
and so it will be in the future, As
an example of moral courage and
sterling int

the speaker instanced the three
Hebrew children and the Prophet
Danlel, who in the face of the s
decree, continued to serve God who
delivered them from their perilous
situstion. The Saints of the latter-
days possess the same kind of In-
tegrity, and would rather suffer all
kinds of persecution than relinquish
any of those principles of righteous-
pess which God has revealed for the
salvation of the human family.
Sometimes we see that rulers and

men in high places are moved upon

to confer privileges and powers
upon the nts, a8 in the Nauvoo
charter and in the appointment of
President Young as Governor of
Utah, and then they are

can eoften their hearts and dispose
them to bestow favors upon us,how-
ever unexpectedly they may come.

If any one had predicted, when the
Saints were driven from Nauvoo |

that our Prophet would be appoint-
ed Governor, and some of our Elders
to other offices in the Territory, he
would at least have been counted a
false prophet., God moved in an-
cient tirresvpon infidel kings for the
good of His
be able to see that good can yet
“‘come out of Nazareth.”

ciple of our religion, which was o

explained to him by Joseph Smith,
and personally 1evealed to him from

heaven as a correct principle of the
G 1. The Edmunds bill though
80 ngcum 88 not to be easely under-
stood, creating quite a division of
opinion among Congressmen as to
its meaning, had some good provi-
sions. It Jegitimatized the offspring
of plural marriages up to Jan. I,

| 1883, if those marriages were per-

formed according to the us and
customs of the ““Mormon” Church—
nu]ctatharn were ti::iclu%ad. ng:u was

uite unex and we 8 v
3reehta [ oy o

After offerin
ing remarks to the Saints, he ex-
borted them to live s0 as to secure
of God and finally the
folne-s of His glory.

ELDER L. J, NUTTALL

Then read the reports of the Temple
donations for the past half year, also
the reports of the Sunday School
Union, Young Ladies’ Mutual Im-
provement aseoclation, and the Pri-

Come listen to a propher's volce,
And bedar the word of God.

APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW

mary Associations as follows:
De:ere? Sunday Schocl Union.

Read a few verses from) the 14th | o of Schoolsrcported, =~ - - 21
chnpterd;léofzudfﬁ. He uezeg}bﬁd_ Total No. of :gg:nm 58k 3;,%
the con of the children Total -
rael, with the Red Sea in their front | " goey, o o rers ond ehil-
:hﬂd i:h' nrmyd of the Eﬁpﬂﬁ:ﬁﬂthln No. Hssolog classess, - - %g'i'
eir rear, and com A 3 o.asses, . MR it -
circumstances that the Latter-day | « B aed (e o
— hﬁ:‘l} the fut t;gehih?ég “ Catechiam clases,’ o - 108
mMAY poss e future RN
in, where, to all human BpPDEAr | ol Ne ar oo asses; = o
ance, there can be no deliverance | Total No. of books in ifbrary, - 23,168
un'ess the Almighty steps in and Geo. Q. Cannon, General Supt.,
displays his power in their behalf. | g.'%&oddam rd, Asst. Genl Supt.,
He referred to the persecutions Bo0. ey raits, s

and trials in the early history

of this Church, when our enemies
were numerous and strong and thal
Saints few in number and feeble in

strength, yet in the midst of their

deepest troubles very few were in-

clined to give ﬂh faith in God, |
and retorn to ylon., When im-

imenta rise up to stop the work
of God, which no human power can |
avert, the Elders of Israel must not
stop, tut move forward, trusting in
God, and in the own due time of the
Lord when necessity requires it, the
Lord may inspire his servants as he
did Meses of old to say to the people
¢Stand still and see the salvation
of God. The purposes of God can
never be thwarted or set aside. No

buman agency can prevent the es-

Young Ladies Mutual Improve-
ment Association.

Hm ' - - l.HB
Number of members, - 4,644
Number of tl::hﬂ.pterl re@d from Church
WUOrks, - -
Miscellaneous resding, - 0,450
Manuscript papers, - - 115
Books in library, - 140 |
Louie M. Wells, Secretary.
Primary Associationa.
Number of mEthrl, - 22,347
b6 Iﬂmma M}'d‘! mi
“ chapters read from
Church works, - 23,884
Number of m’scellaneous, - 11,50
¢ MM| - lﬁiw
Manuscript papers, - - e
Essays written, -
Louie B. Feit, President.
Lillie T. F recze, SWIEHII.

.

ty to God and the
blessings that resulted therefrom, |

rmitted
to chastise the Saints, and then God |

people and we may yet |

He then
spoke of plural marriage, €8 a prin. |

g FOme Very encourags




