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The reports of the Bishops showed
that the wards throughoutithe Stake
were In n state of progression, aud
that a wenernl good feeling and a
desire to do right prevail amoug|
the people. ‘

‘Thie wenther during conference
was delighttul, and the meelings
were well attended.

Ou Mowday evening an operettn
was given hy the Stake Academy,
uuder the direction of Professor A,
N. Follestrup. Tt wns in every re-
spect n success and did credit to
thoge who took part in it.

We are having unusually goud |
weuther hereabout at present, and
there jsevery prospect of plenty of
water nnod good crops this season.

ALONZO FRANCIS,
Stake Clerk.

BANNOCK.

Quarterly couference of Banoock
Btake was held in Lewisville Ward
meeting-house, Bunday and Mon-
day, May 18th and 19th, commenc-
iug at 10 a. in. each day.

There were prekent visiting hreth-
reu Apostie M. W. Merrill, Bishop
G. L. Farrell and Elder Andrew
Jenson; alsoof the Stake authorities
President Ricks, Coupselor Steele
and others. Many of the Saints
from the porth side of the river
were prevented attending contfer-
ence on account of high water;
nevertheless all the meetings were
well attended.,

Elder Thomas E. Bassett, re-
turved missionary, reported his
labors in Eugland and bore his testi-
mony of the gospel

President l%llcks and Counselor
Steele reported having visited the
various wardas of the 8take and
found all Io favorable egircum-
st nges.

Apcstle Merrill guve the Baints
some good fustructions anil exhort-
ed them to be fuithiful iu all their
duties.

Elder Anpdrew Jenson related
some of his experiences in vleiting
the historical places of the Chureh.

The general (‘hurch apd Stake
authorities, with the home mission-
aries, were presented and unani-
mously sustaincd.

Benediction by
E. Ricks.

Conference adjourned till August
17ch, at Rexburg.

JAMEsS GILLESPIE,
Btake Clerk.

President Thos.

VISIT TO IDAHO.

On Monday,thel2th inst., Brother
Judson A. lolman conveyed me
ten miles from his residence at
Chesterfield to Bquaw Creek Sta-
tiou. ou the Oregou Short Line,
whentce I traveled by train thirty
miles, mostly through the upper
‘ortoeul Canyou, to Me(lammon

Htation, en the Utah & Northeru
Railway, where T was mel hy
Bishiop Joseph K. Capell, who drove
me to his ward (Garden Creek ), six
miles further west. Chers 1 ad-
dressed nu attentive audience in the
eveniug. The following day 1|
preached to the Saints at Marsh

| the valley abounds.
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was joined by Patriarch Milo An-
drus, and in his vempuny had a
pleasant time with the Baiuts in the
evening, speaking of anrd bearing
testimony to the divioe mission of
the Prophet Joseph Smith.

On the following day( Wudnesday,
14th) Brother Apdrus and myself
proceeted to Clifton, where we held
meetings with the Saints in the
forencon, and contiuuwing the jour-
ney to Weston we agnin spoke to au
appreciati ve assetably iu that little
burgh in the eveniug. Yesterday
we returned to this place.

bMarsh Valley,iu Binznam Coun-
ty, [daho, is about thirty miles long
aud from three to twelve miles
wide. It exteuds south to the

therry Creek mountains aud the
Malad divide, west to a low range
of mountains, rceparatinz it from
the Bnake River country and north
and east to the Purtneuf mountaius.
Marsh Creel: rises in the moun-
taios east nnd euters the valley, to
which it has given iis u:be,
at the extreme southeast corner,
and theu flows ju a westerly and
afterwards  nportherly  direction
through the vailey, takiog up from
theright Niue Mile Creek and {rom
the left Cherry Clreek, Birch Creek.
Hawkins Creek aoud Gardeu Creek.
It finally unites with the DPortueuf
River in the north end of the val-
ley. .
When Marsh Valley was first set-
tled hy the Baiuts it belouged to Box
Elder Stake ns a part of the Malad
Ward, was afterwands trausferred to
Lache Valley Stake, aud finally,

| wheu the Oneida Btake of Zion was

organized in 1884, it become a part
of thatSBtake. There are two organ-
ized wards in the valiey, namely,
the Garden Creek Ward, presided
over hy Bishop Joseph E. Capell,
und containing all the Baiuts who
reside in the north end of the valley,
aod Marsh Valley Ward, embragin

the Saiuts in the central part ang
south end of the valley, including
branch organizations at Cambridge,
Marshville und Calvin. This ward
is presided over by Bishop Charles
M. Squires. There is quite » num-
ber of outsiders residiug in the val-
ley, but they are generally friendly
and live in perfect peace with the
Saints. [n fact, some of them at-
tend the ward meetings gquite regu-
larly, douates for the benefit of the
poor and for other purposes as lib-
eraliy as many of the Saints do, and
in some instances they even send

sick.

Ez.ns, which by mauy is supposed to
the old outlet of the Great Salt

Liake. From this poiut the
creek will run both ways. By
simply plowing a few fur-
rows it could be conveyed into

Swan Lake, a few miles to the
south. and thence threugh Decp
Creek and Bear River te the Great
Balt l.ake. Immediately south of
Red Rock is the farm whigh was
owned by the late Captain Jeffersou
Hunt, of Mormoen Battallon fame,
and where the veteran soidier spent
the Jast yearsof hislife and finally
died in the year 1879. His remains
rest, at his own request, at the foot
of a little mound in Lis field; which is
easily observed by travelers a short
distanee to the right of the maln
road. -

Oxford is a beautiful litile town,
pleasautly situated at the fout of the
mouataing aud at the edge of some
tine and exteusive mendows. It
was first settled iu 1864, nnd was for
a number of years a regular babtle-
field between thennoti-**Mornions’ ot
Bouthern Idaho cu theone side, and
the Saints on the other. While the
Oneida Stake authorities desired to
make Oxford theStake headquarters,
the Gentlles too a determined stand
to prevent it. The result was that
the Presidency of the Btake re-
moved to Frauklin, 'y which Ox-
ford lost its importance, and the
(Fentile lawyers and judges, tinding
nothing to do, moved to other pas-
tures. Oxford hasconsequently been
reduced to a town of urdinary im-
portance, but still has a mixed popu-
lation of Mormons and Gentiles.
Indeed it is so mixed that scores of
women who once belonged to the
Church are now “‘unequally yoked?*?
with unbelieving husbands, which
has resulted in much suffering aud
unhappiness. Young wonien of
Zion. beware! Let the sad condition
of uffairs existing in such families
in the town of Oxford serve as a
warning to others.

‘‘lie ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers; for what fellowship hath
righleousness with unrighteousness? And
what communion hath hight with daikness?
And what concord halh %hrist wilh BRelial?
Or what part hath he that believeth with un
1nfidel? * LI * * \¥ herefore
come out from among them, and he y€
separated, salth the Lord, and touch bot
ihe noclean thing, and I wiil receive you
4nW will be a father unte you, and ge ghall
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almughty.” (2 Cor., vi, 14-18.)

Oxford Ward, presided over by
Bishop Neriah R. Lewls, embraces

7 |all the Saints residing iu Oxford
for the Elders to administer to l’.h-c-lrI

town and alse at Bwan Lake,at Red
Rock aud in astring of bhouses ex-

There is a large traet of ood,level | tending south toward Uliftou -iutoe

land iu the south end of the valley,
but it is not yet takeu up, and for
which water can be secureu for
irrigaticn purpos-s hy building res-
ervoirs, Hence, more bLatter<iay
Baint settlers are invited to come

Oneida County.

Clifton Ward evnsista of all the
Saints living in the valley of Cliftun
and ueighborhood, including about
a dozen families residing on Battle
Creek, about ten miles east. The

and joiu hands with those already | ward is pot iu a prosperous condi-

there in bmilding up thé country.
The preseut settlers live in a very
scattered eondition upon their farms
and ranches along the ereeks anou
on the numervugsprings wiith which
It is contem-
plated to divide the souih end ward
in two in the near future,

Marsh Creek enters the valley at

tion at present.

Weston is improving. Bince the
complicated and vex:tious lawsuils,
caused by a few selfish and uncon-
trollable iudividuals, was settled a
few years ngo, the people feel more
secure and are building substantial
houses snd making extensive im-
provements. One of the riuglead-

Ceutre, after which Bishop Squires |a point known as fed Rock, a curi- | ers (ouce a Bishop’s couuselor) in
sent me by team Lo Oxturd, where i | ous granite formatiou guarding the | the suits which threatened the sel~



