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CHANCES ponPOK AMERICAN CAPITAL

IN PORTO RICO

ponce porto ricoric sept 20 although
you may now make the circuit of this
island by railwaymilway and visit several in-
terior towns in a parlor oarcar itat lais inal
tritely oleasanter if time is not press-
ing to travel over these tropical coun-
tries on horseback or en coche where
ever practicable nothing more daught
ful can be imagined than a saddle
journey from san juan to ponce the
capital a distance of 30 miles as the
crow fliesfiles but nearer 6050 by theitte wind-
ings of the old camino real or royal
road built by the early spaniards al-
most four centuries ago theme Interinteriorlor
0of porto rico is extremely fertile and
soao well tilled that the entire island
looks like one continuous garden it is
remarkably well supplied with towns
findand villages there being no fewer than
seventy three with upwards of a thou-
sand population besides innumerable
hamlets of grass covered huts sur-
rounding some tile rootedroofed church or
bodega all the towns are connected
by good highways with many iiamsimams
coerse roads and the railway begun in
1893 follows the irregular shorelineshore line
some miles and already sends sev-
eral short branches katointo the interior
when fully completed as it is likely
soon to be under energetic american
management porto ricos railway sys-
tem will include livefive lines with twelve
sections about miles all told not
a bad showing torfor the little three cor

island which Is only about one
thirtieth the size of the state of michi-
gan or somewhere about 96 miles long
by 36 miles wide in its longest and
widest portpart before the war there were

miles of telegraph in operation in
porto rico and a deep sea cable con-
necting itft with the united states eu-
rope agid the othetother antilles it had also
a well established banking institution
whose headquarters were in sanban juan
with branches extending throughout
the island and in 1890 a charter was ex-
tended for another bank with the ex-
clusive privilegelege of a notemote issue the
original capital being pesosapesos
though porto rico is only one twelfth
the size of cuba it contains fully hhalthalfalf
as maily people the largestleur get island hav-
ing soao much waste land while every
sereacre of the smaller is occupied findand cul

the comparatively level strip
between the highlands saidand the sea lais
filled with coffee groves cotton cane
rice and tobacco then comes a mass
of irregular hills apparently piled hap-
hazard around cloud capped Y
theirtheft upper heights yet covered with
the magnificent wrestsorestsfl which columbuscolumbUV
so much admired flourishing planta-
tions extend a long way up the slop-
ing hillsideshill sides and down into the green
valleys that ilehe between while toin hun-
dreds of narrow danycanyons grass grows
andand flocks and herds iliadfind rich pastur-
age portoforto rico is famous for its ex-
cellent cattle and ildrfor a particularly
fine bleed of0 cormo from its mountain
districts troughthrough the methods of tarm
ing are naturally most primitive and
the lay people invariably put off until

everything which should be
done today less than a quarterquarter of the
cropscrape raised by the present sep
shodeleod ore needed ofat the support
of the population never was
there 6 email country better
equipped fior sustaining itself indepen-
dent of the outride world thanthain porto
woo on the higher grounds european
corncom aind4 vegetables 9aarere cultivated to
perfect ilion andand between the coffee cot-
ton add sugar aad the
sturdy lines of ancient which
sundstand out in the lando like a ruff

around the necks of the topmost peaks
ricericce Is grown of a lrir mountain

variety which does not require flood-
ing and constitutes the staff of life
forfar the lalaboringboxing classes there are
said tobo be something over BOO varieties
ofat native trees on the island and in the
loftier altitudes applesa pears and
other nornortherntherin fruitsfruita might be success-
fullyf grown every wall and hedge-
row is overrun with vinelandvinesvinesandand blossom
ing creepers and every spot not de-
voted to artificial crops is covered with
natural fealt trees or teeming
edth flowers ouchauch as are carefully
tended in our northern
here springing in wild and odorousodorouspeorprofuston

when the discoverers named this is-
land the rich port they believedbelleved it totio
cobain incalculable milnie ral riches
gold copper iron zinc and coal are
known to exist in seseveraldeverial plaxplaces but no
serious attempt has ever been made to
develop these resources possibly un-
der Ameramericanlican management they may
come ito the front in the near future
particularly the iron and coal which in
this locality would prove more valua-
ble itif found in conold erable quantities
than most gold mines the only in-
dustry in this line which has been pur-
sued to any extent here aweare the salt
mines wtat salinas onOD the south coast
and at cape roorojo on the west thesponge fields too are practically inex
hau stable and have hardly been
totouchedluched and there are extensive quar-
ries of beautiful white stone granite
and marble which have been entirely
neglected torfor lack of capital but inyankee hands would pay well

A good many americans axeare already
here to look up the prospects for in-
vestment of capital and the business
chaieeschair of men of smaller meansthey represent every element of profes-
sionalsl commercial manufacturing and
industrial life and it Is safe botx sayany that
they are a shrewd lotlent who will makesearching and conclusive

I1 have talkedbalked with several of
them and in every case they express

they did not realizeataait a distance that porto rico is not in
the least like our westernwes ibern states and
territories babs extensive tractstiacts of un-
occupied and unclaimed lands or even
like new england and ourour southern
states with theirthedr abandoned farms fandandbroken down plantations but hereevery inch of landand is owned by some-
body and cam only be acquired by thepayment of a good round sum since

have taken the islaind 1

prices have to an absurd ex
berit it being now pretty generally un-
derstood

I

der stood that we are a wealthy people
and liberally inclined ever the agnit
ant market people spying an american I1

afar off immediately jump on theirprices forbor the simplest things a hun
dred per cent more they seem to
that as a nation we are
out of money and have come to dis-burse it I1

there is no doubt that certain man
would do well in ricosuch as a paper mill for instance 1

an ice making plant and others of 61aimmliardar nature bdt supply the needs of the
island there are a few goodgolod openingsopenlings
for well conducted americanAmer loan hotels

barber shops laundries
talltailoringorling establishments livery stableshack and express lineslimes and in the prpro-
fessionalfess ional lines american doctorsdoctore denhato and photographers will doubtless
soonboon absorb moat business of that na-
ture while the native lawyer wholike other spanish are bornlimbs off the law will 0oon
dinue to monopolize the legal

business when the builbuildingbuildingsdins braawBr143
aliis as it is bound to do by nw
at farthest there will be wowrit
while for mechanics of all sortssorter
ably in time the agricultural
will pass into the hands of amer
their superior methods and comon
sagacityeaga city being bound to

the holdings of a race 8000 inUM
to compete with them as the X

ricans today in spite of aft
circumstances coffee growing toin
island is about the most
austry in the world under 0ord
circumstances it never fallsfails to vapay
30 to 40 per cent on the ininvest rf
years in and out where the bobock
of nature are so lavishly asto
in porto rico there must be manaym
industries within the reach of jaseeing americans such as eh
and cocoa factories utilizing the PIOL
oil nuts castor and vanilla beans
which the island abounds as
the spice and dye plants fruit
establishments raising chickens offeggs with incubators a thing yet t
heard otof here and especially acyAW
eriescries in the last named line taft HL

certainly a most excellent op
the people consume a vast aamota
beer which is all brought ffrom
united states and germany at
expense the fashion here is bo
it with broken ice in the glass 1
of course renders it disagreeably
and tastelesstastelss

porto rico is not so very hhot-
a circumstance to new york or wi
ington in midsummermid summer the avei
daily temperature being 80 degrees
the fact remains that it is estr
trying to foreigners

it stands to reason that a ch
which iron corrodes in six weeks
paper is in a short time reduce A
powder must be hard on the ton
fframera me while the natives socomet
live to good old age a few ins
being recorded of persons ppac
hundred years people from the
are sure of having a serious time
year or two and if they survive
acclimating process are generallygeneral
off long before the natural threethreesyears and ten

yesterday I1 was talking with acago real estate man whom I1I1ponce the gist of what he totolda
is as follows 1 I left home with
idea that porto rico would offer
splendid openings for men of
means and came here espree
seek information in that line A
have been disenchanted not to
grievously disappointed youyo
how it is in the united statesstate t
man who has only a few thouthousand
command is quite lostbost sight of in
age of pools and trusts and cacomm
and syndicated department storessto
I1 supposed that here was one
new possessions to which he might
and with his limited means be
under more hopeful conditions
was altogether mistaken I1 findan
the coffee sugar and tobacco
eions are of great extent and aialt
their owners are willing to partaawa
them they want anywhere fro

up to half a million
fruit farming being a new

is uncertain and unreliable datedata
which to base estimates arteare impelI1
to obtain aflerafter invests
these I1 turned my attention to ddall
and minor industries but
unfavorable circumstances
each of them more or less insilscable and on the whole I1 h
eluded to go home and be c
it tois an undoubted fact thaton gods green earth does
man stand so good a chanelechance T
united states

t
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