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mnder the influence of intoxieatlng,
revolver and |

.drink, be drew hia
shot the object of his wrath.

The law provides that an nct coin-
‘mitted by a person while intoxicated
ta 0o less criminal oo that account.
But it also provides that when a mo-
tive, purpore or intent is A necessary
element in the case, the fict of the
Jefendant?s intaxication may be con-
-ajderedt in determining as to that mo-
tive or intent. This was doubtless done
in the Dillon case, and aided the Jury

jo arriving at their verdict.

The case was most ably conducled
on either side, and gave evidence that
in criminal law Utah ¢# abreast of
other parts of the couniry 8o
farae the matter of talented advocates
is concerned. The trial was pro-
tracled, impartlailly reviewed by the
tudge and watched with great interest
by the public. And while it may
geem thst a severer penalty was, de-
manded considering the effects of the
crime, 8]] things considered the ver-
di¢t appears conformable to the
ptutute.

This case makes a good temperance
lecture. If Dillon had been a sober
man be would not, in all probability,
have committed this fatal act snd
atained his soul with the blood of a
feliow creature. If he has the ordinary
tfeelings and conscience of clvilized
humanity, this crime wiil alwaye
weigh upon bis miind and be a source
of grief and opprobrium. We gay
pothing of the business which his victim
followed but that if be hnd been better
employed he might now have been
Jyvingiu bonor. 1t will be s giad day
for the world when the beli-fire that
{nflamnes ments passiops and brings
aboutso much ruin and distress, will be
quenched entirely by the floods of
reason and intelligence which will
apme time surely spread over all the
earth.

NOT -MUCH OF A REFORM.

WE have been requested by the New
vork Tax Reform Associntion to pub-

'raﬂeoling tinkering with it is unlikely to
-esalt in subacantial iImprovement.

*5, No legislature wiﬁ vanture to en-
act s ' #00d sysiem of jocal taxation until
the m ‘OPle, especially ihe farmers, per-
calve t '@ correct !principlen of taxation

o

and nee 4, Do folly taxing perronal pro-
tv.
pe‘f'gherefon,- Wa desire to unite our ef-

forts, in such WAYS a8 may seem advia-
able,to keep up y, Mtelligent discussion and
agitation of the #n.biect of taxation, with
a view to improve. oDt in the system
and enlightenment a+ to the correct prin-
ciples.”

There nre no doubi men,” MEUmMents
that may be urged in fav.r of this
Matform, which i» in prineiple some-
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sespion of the property and continue his
buriness ns before. But when the
conveyance is made, be binds himself
pot to engage, either directly or indi-
rectly, In aty flonr-milling business In
Utah, Idaho or Wyoming for a period
of five years. He may take pome stock,
however, in the company of compa-
pies that operate the mills bought
in by the syndicate of the speculator
representing it, X

We understand that reveral of our
mill owners bnve signed the bond
pledging themselves to this arrange-

what similar to the Henry George
theory, though not so radica! amd revo
lutionary. PBut we do not think the
owners ot lnnd in the United Btates
will consent to itp adoption. It is evi-
dently prepared in the interest of the
bond-holders, stock-owners and capital-
iste. Why men who have accumu-
lated of inherited fortunes not invested
in renl estate should escape taxation,

we fajl to understand. They
should contribute their quota to
the expensea of government, it

seeTas _to us, just the pame as the land
ownug: That the capitaiist should be
exempl, and the farmer and house-
owper be muleted, justice does not
approve. There are no doubt many
reforme needed in the general methods
of taxntion, but we do not belleve they
would be greatly improved by the plan
proposed, Let capita]l do its parlin
the payment of public expenses.

A GRAVE PUBLIC DaNGER.

AN extensive escheme bas been
quletly set on foot which concerns all
the people of this Territory. Chiefly
it will affect the farming commuwvity.
Very largely it will have a restrictive
influence v pon a number of prominen
pusiness men. Incidentally it will
have a benring upon Utah’s entire pop-
ulition.

‘'he project is this: A shrewd specu-
lator, who has figured in some other
local mnntters of finance, has entered
into an arrangement with a number of
the lending mill owners of Northern

likh their platform, which s as an-
nexed:

211. The most direct taxation is the best,
bhecsuse it gives to 1he real payers ol
taxes a conscious and - diraect pecuniary
interest in bonest nnd economical gov-
srninent.

w9 Mortgages and capital ongaged In

roduction or trade should be exempt

rom taxation; because taxes on such
capital tend to drive QL awiy, to put &
remium on dishonesty and to discourage
ndustry. 0

+3 Real estate shonld bear the main
burden of inxation, because such 1axes
can be most easily, cheaply und certainly
collected, and because they Lear least
heavily on the farmer and the worker.

»i4, Our present aystem of levying and
coltecting State and mun‘aipal taxes Is
extrsmely bad, and spasmodic and un-

Utah, to obinin possession of all the
grist mille, with & view to controling
the grain and flour market.

Papera have been drawn up in
which tbe miil owner bonds himself,
in a heavy sum, lo execute n deed con-
veying his mill property to the specu-
lator six months from date at a price
agreed upon. If the epeculator sells
the property to n syndicate which he
represents, he is to receive five per
cent. of the purchase price. If not, he
iatopay the owner five per cent. and
hold the option for six monthe longer.

During the time previous to the nc.

ment. Others have either given their
word to do so, or hnve considered the
matter favorahly, while a few have
held oul, so fur, but are threatened with
the freeze-out process 1f they do not
come into the combination.

The probable consequences of such &
far-reaching profect are not difficult
to perceive. If the principal flour
mills of the north. with thelr valuable
water powers, pass into the possession
of outside capitalists, organized to con-
trol the business, the mills in thesouth
will be Jeft to do but custom
husinesa— which  does not pay
alone—and canpot compete with the
powerful company barked by English
money at 8 low rate of interest, and
will either have to come into the pool
or very soon go out of the buaipess.

Then the mill-owners who have
parted with their property cannot en-
gage in the flour mill business nor ad-

vasce their money for that pur-
pose, ner become interested in
it in either Utah or Idabo or

Wyoming for five years. Thia will
practically give a monopoly of the
flour trade to the syndicate, and the
profita of the business will go where
the capital comes from.

This meuns also that for breadstufls,
the people of Utah will be Jargely

dependent upon this combination :
of foreign capitalists. True, some
of our mill owners may take

stock in the company, but of course
they will ngt be permitled to own n
coptrolling interest.

Will not the price of wheat and of
flour be thus largely regulated by this
syndicate? And will not this afiect
fAirat the ngrlculturisf—tbe producer,
and next the purchaser of flour—the
consumner? If go,the whole comnmunlty
will be affected and may be materially
itjured. ' This Je, therefore, a matter
that requires aerious considegation.

We do not know whether it has gone
8o fnr as to piace it beyond recall, or so
aR to make it neccmssary for those who
have not yet signed the bonds to
engage in this sell-out to strang-
©rs, But there should hbe grave
reflection hbefore this scheme s
conpummated. If diaaater shall come

tual purchase the 0w ner is to retain poa-
r >



