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DELIVERED

Al the "Qeneral Conference, Salt
Lake City, Sunday, a. m.,
April 8th, 1883.

There never perhaps wes a time
since the Church was organlzed
when the people of God were more
Proaperous or-s¢ Dulnerous &s they
are to-dey, notwithstanding all the
efforts that our enemies havo direct-
ed agalnet us. But while we have
triumphed over opposition and all
the forces of the wicked that have
been ‘exerted against us by news-
peper and pulpit and the power of
Congress, It {8 meet that we should
acknowledge ihe hand of God I all
our victories, It has certainiy not
been by the wisdom, power or intsl-
ligence of man, that we have been
delivered until now, but by the
favor and blessing of God in our bs-
balf. And we aie to.day a living
monuarent of God's ﬂ)eclai mercy,
favor,and protection. He hasnot only
bleseed us with the privilege of be-
coming acqnainted with His laws,
and with the plan§ of ealvation, but
He has gathered us to a goodly land;
and notwithstanding its former
aterility, barenness and forbidding
sepect, He has modifled the ele-
mente, bleszed the earth, and bess
made these valleys desirable as a
home for the Bainis. And He has
bleszed us with an sbundance of
earthly things besides bestowing
upon us the richest of all blessings
tbhat man can enjoy in this life—the
Holy Bpirit and & knowledge of the
new and everlasting covenant.

We should have the utmost con-
fidence In the powar and wisdom of
the Almighty to consummate the
work which HMe has begun, from our
experience and knowledge of the
past. This 8 no day for trembling
or fear; it is not a day for doubt or
misgiving; God has demonstrated
Hia power and superior wisdom in
go many ways and at £0 many times
during the history of thie people, in
delivering them from the grasp of
their enemier, that for us now to
doubt Him, whatever the position
in which we might be placed, wonld
be an indignity to our Great Pre-
server, an insult to God. It seems
to me Impossible for any Latter-day
Baint, in the faceof all the Lord has
done for thia people, to doubt for a
moment His abilily or Intention to
frustrate the decigns of wicked, am-
‘bitious men, and to coutinue Hir
work in the future to ultimate vic-
tory and triumph over every obsta-
cle or opposing foe.

The gg?y real danger that I fore-
ses in the path of the Latter-day
Balnts is in the results which nata-
rally follow the poseession of wealth
=pride and vanity, self-indulgence
and forgetfulness of God, and a dis-
regard of the eacred obligations and
duties that we owe to Him and to
one another; and this because of the
abundance of earthly blessings
which He in His goodness has be-
stowed upon ue. 1t s said that in
adversity we are Inclined to feel
after the Lord. but that In prosper-
ity we remember Him mnot. It
appears to me thai in this les the
greatest danger that threatens us
to-day. Thia does notl apply to the
whole people perhaps, for we are not
all rich in this world’s goods, but to
individusls, and they are not a few,
but many, who are being blessed—
ir it proves a  blessing—
with an sccumulation of wealth,
and I am sorzy to say that many
scem to be indulging in speculation
to that extent that their whole souls
appear to be wrapt up in the love of
the world. Itis very evident that
some of us are yet ‘‘of the world,”
for like them, *‘the more we get of
it the more we waant;” and it does
seem imposgible 10 satisfy the crav-
ings of such minds for the perighable
things of time. As Individuals
gather aronnd them riches and be-
oome engrossed with the care that
naturally attachee to them, they
mre rrone to forget the pit from
which they were duog,”’ or the
#igfone from which they were
hewed”—lo forget God upon whom
they are quife as dependent when

«wesensed of wealth as when fn the

L.t gbject poverty. For wealth

wit loake men independent of
from Viher does it relieve them

1o each onligations that they owe

Rgd«nt up. The rieh are as de-

8pirit to fiod for the light of

the blessingy m. them, and for
the holy Priegthoogrdinances of
est of the poor, "85 are the
regard Is ¥no reapectdord, in
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acceptable to Him, and upless we
ere rightecus and humble, willing
and obedient, He will withdraw His
Spirit from ue, and we wiil be Jeft
to ounrcelves, ag others have been be- |
fore us, ¢‘to reap what we sow.” If
tbe time should ever come, (which
I do not anticipate) when the ma-
jority of this people will be swallow.
ed up In the cares of the world, I
know of no remedy t{o check ihe
evil and thuos prevent the destruc-
tion of the Church, more effectually
than to be subjected to the power
znd persecutions of our enemies, to
be driven and smitten perbaps until
we shall be humbled and brought to
a sense of our obligations to the
Lord Almighty, and learn wisdom
by theé things we have to suffer.
There are blessings which pertain
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to
the wotld to come, which ¢annot be
secured by personal influence nor be
bought with money, and which no
man by his own intelligence or wis.
dom can obtaln except through com-
liance with certalp ordinanocer,
ws and commandments which
have besn given. And it is wel), in
my judgement, for the Latter.day
Bainte to continue to bear in mind
that the inestimable blessings of the
Gospel have been bestovred! dpon
them throogh thejir faith, that a re-
mission of sing has'een obtained by
baptlem and repentance, and that
it 18 only through continuing faith-
ful that they can retain the gifts
and blessings which partzin 1o eter-
nal life, There are many blessings,

through walking in the channel that
God has marked out by which they
can obtain them. And these privileg-

be forfelied,’pnd perhaps lest for all
eternity, unless we confinue stead-
fast in the cour:ze that in marked out
for us to pursve. It fs,well, In my
Judgment, that the Latter-day
Baints do not Jose sight of the great
privilege that has been bestowed
upon them. No msn ecan become
a citizen of the Kingdom of God but
by entering In at the door, there
are thouaand and tenes of thousands,
aye miliions of people who will
never become citizens of the King-
dom of Gad in this world, because
they fuil {o exerciee the sgency aund
the power that that has been given
to them In the right direction.
Nevertheless, they enjoy many of
the blessings that are bestowed upon
the world in common. The sun
thipea upon the evil and the good;
but the Holy Ghost descends only
upon the rightecue and upon those
that are forziven of their #ins. The
rain descends npon the evil and
upon the good; bat the rights of the
Priesthoed sre conferred, and th
dgctrine of the Priesthood distills]
ad the dews of heaven upon the
so];ﬂs of ihoee only that receive it in|
(God’s own sppofnted way. The
favor of heaven, the achkdowledg-
ment of the Almighty of His chil-
dren opon the earth ss His eons
and His daughters can only
ke secured through obedience to the
Iaws which He haa revealed. Riches

however, which are common to the
human family, which all enjoy,
without regard to their moral status
or rellgioun conviotions. God has
given to all men an agecey, and has
ﬁunted to usg tho privilege to merve

Im or serve Him not, 160 do that
which 1s right or that whioh is
wrong, and this privilege I8 given to
all men irrespective of creed, color
or condltion. The wenlthy have thia
agenoy, the poor have this agency,
sud Do mad 18 deprived by
any power of God from ex-
ercising ft Jn the fullest and in
the frecst manner. This sgency

or the wealth of the world cannot
urchase these things. Bmon

May o

men's sculs ever saw to destroy this
work was en or before the 6th day
of April, 1830; but fatling to accom- [ we are converted {0 LI truith, the
lish it then, notwithstanding the
efforis that were put forth in this
direction, fallure to do soin the fu-
ture must only be the more appar-
ent. There Is more to grapple with uPon the eeed of Abraham, becaos
$The Ekingdom™|o

es and blessings when obtalned may | p

now than then.
bas taken deeper and stronger root
in the earth, and its branches have
expanded and epread out into many
There are more people to
kill off now than ever before, and
we arerapidly increaesing.
no uee of thinking this work wiil be
destroyed by martyring a few of
the people, although they might be | posterity.
“Mormonism? a8 s

Innds.

There is

our leaders.

phets since the world began, w'l;g
nave said anything upon this sy,

An I}ject, that any man who is not w).

ling to sacrifice everything else fy
the Gospel’s sake Ia not worthy o
it, and the day will come When b
wil] come shori; 80— Lhat the_soong

better for us and our posterity, Thy
will receive inheritances, and th
blessinigs of God Wil foﬁow Cdpm
them torough us, juet as they '1'0]?3.

the blessings and promises be
stowed upon their father Abrabam
The promises were made -to Abn.
ham, and the blessing followed upep
the heads of his children, and wi
continne unto the last generatlor,
because the promise was made
Abraham who was worthy of jt,ang
he will claim the promise for hi
8o it will be with ym
and me. The blessings of Abrahan,
Isaac and Jacob have been confe.

Hving principle in the hearts of ali
true Baints, every soul of whom
must be destroyed before it can he
wliped out. It bas been, through the
overruling providemces of the Al-|it.
mighty, allowed to grow until it hax
attalned strength and power in the
eartly; and thaoks be uats> God the
Ruler and Maker of heaven and
earth, I feelltin my very bones,
that the Kingdom of God is beyond
the reach and power of the devil or
‘iz agenta. Andin this condition
{t will'remain, ever advancing,inas-
miuch za the Saluta keep the law of
Qod. If we should become corrupt
and wicked, He has said that we
shall be removed ouf of our place,
and every individual who will not
keep His commandments will fall,
For 'ne man can stand In this
Church but ugonthé foundatfon of
righteousness and truth:
whenever we undertake to bull

ague desired to purchase the pow-
er to cact out devils with money,bnt
Peter said unte bhim, “Thy moneoy
perish with thee.” 'I"beae blessloga,
powers and privileges are not to be
gl]:rxchased bat by the atonement of
ist, they are not io be obtained

by personal influence, wesalth, posi-
\lon or power, or in any other way
bnt the direct way in which God has
decreed that they shomld be obtain-
ed: " Now, 50 long as the Latter doy
Baints are content to obey the
commandments of (God, to spprecl-

has been given to all. This is a
blessing that God has bestowed up-
on the world of mankind, upon all
Hia children alike. But He will
hold us strictiy to an =acccunt for
the use that we make of this agency,
and as it was pald of Cain, so 1t will
be sald of us: “If thou coest well,
shalt thom mot be zccepted? and it
thou doest not well, sin Jieth at the
door.’’ There are, however, certsin
bleseings which God bestows upon
the children of men only upon the
condition of therightfal exercise of
this agency. For instancs, no man
can obtain & remission of his sins
but by repentance and baptism by
one having authorlty, It we wounld
be free from ain, from its efleots,
from its power, we must cbey this
law which God has revealed, or
we never can  obtaln a re-
misslon of  alns Therefore,
while God hes bestowed upon
all men, ; irrespective of, condition,
this agency to chooze good or evil,
He has not ang will not bestow up-
on the children of men =z remission
of sins but by their cbedience to law.
Therefore the whele world lles in
gin and is under condemnation, in-
asmuch as light has come unto the
world and men will not avail them-

ate the privileges and blessings
which they enfoy in the Church,
and will uee their time, their {al-
ents, their ewbetance, in honor to
the name of God, to build up Zion,
and to establish truth snd righteous;
ness In the earth, so long our Heav-
enly Father ia bound by Hisoath
and govensnt to protect them from
every opposing foe,and to heip them
to overcome every obetacle that can
posaibly be arrayed sgainst them or
thrown in thelr pathway; but the
moment a community begin to be
wrapt up in themseives, become
selflzh,become engrosced in the tem-
poralities of life, and put thelr faith
In riches, that moment the power
of Goed begins to withdraw from
them, and if they repent not the
Holy Bpirit will depart from them
entirely, and they will be leit to
themselves. That which" wxs given
them will be taken away they will
lose that which they had, for they
willnot be worthy of it. God js
Just a8 well a8 merciful, and we need
not expect favors at the hand of the
Almighty except as we merlt them,
at least in the honest desires of onr
hearts, and “the deeire and intent
will not always avall unless
onr acls correspond. For.
we are engaged in a literal work, a

gelved of that lHght- to pot
themeelves in a proper posltion
before the Lord. An this
condemnation rests with tenfold

force upon all thoze that have yield-
ed obedience to this law, and have
once recelved a remission of their

8ing, but have returned unto aln,and
have forgotten or disregarded the
covenants they made In the waters
of baptlam. Alimen are blessed
with the strength of their bedy,
with the use of their mind, and
with the right to exerclse the facili-
tes with which they are endowed
o & way that seemeth good in thelr
sighgwithout regard to religion.
But God has not and wil) not suffer
the gift of the Holy Ghost to be be.
stowed wupon Any man or
woman, except through com pli-
ance with the Jaws of God.
Therefore, no man ean obtain
8 remission of alns; no man can
obtain the gift of the Holy Ghost;
Do man can gbtaln the revelstions
of God; no man can obtain the
Priesthood, and the rights, powers
and privileges thereof; no man can
become an helr of God and a joint
bhelr with Jesus Chriat, except
through compliance with the re-
quirements of "heaven. These are
universal blessings, they are great

Bee mysell as | am seen bylthe

reality; and we must practice as
well a8 profess. We must be what
God requires us to be, or else we are

He designa 10 gather together snd
fo build up in the latter daya upon
the earth.

I am aware that this 13 the last
day of Conference,:that- there are
many to agenk and much to be done,
therefore brevity is desirable. I find,
too, that it Js difficult for me to
speck loud encugh to be heard by
thls vast assembly.

not His people nor the Zion which [tial kingdom but has as great inte.

upon the ° foundation of
and falsshood,

will ocrumbig

and we " will fall. But
long as this geople continue falthful,
God will be their friend, and He, be
it remembered,is the Almighty, and
this is His work. The stone repre-
senting this Iatter-day work, has
been cutout of the mountaln with-
oat hands, and will roll forth accord-
ing to the decree, and no power will
be able to st2p its onward march. I
donot feel to boast only in the

from the inmost recesses of my
heart to praise His holy name, and
to thank Him that I have been per.
mitted to cee the Kingdom where it
is to-day. And those who come
after wili live to see the consnmma-
tion of the prophecfes that have
been ultered concerning it by an

cient and modern Prophets verified
and not one word will fall to the
ground unfulfilled. Nor one jot or
tittle will pass from the law or the
Prophets; but all will bs fulfiiled,

and I am as sare of it as I am that
live. What wonld you or I take in

exchange for this knowledee, thie
withess of the Splrit? Nothing

could be offered that wounld be=an’
equivalent; it 18 worth averything

anchor to the soul, a comfort and a
joy to the heart for ever. 1t iz with |'ro
me, a9 it I8 with every man and wo-
Tasn-that has received the know-
iedga of God, through the opera-
tions of the Holy Bpirit, and
that is troe to the same—the
Kingdomn of God or nothing;

dom of God than any indlvidaal
member of the Church. In other
‘wordé, there 1s not a man in the
Kingdom of God that ia capable of
attaining to thé glory of the oceles-

restin the welfare of this work, in
the'consummation of the purposes
of the Almighty, as I have mpyself,
or as Bro. Taylor, Bro. Cannon,
Bro. Woodruff, or'any of the mem-
bere of the Quorum of the Twelve.
Wae are all Interested. Every man
should fee]l that it is hiz work, his
kingdom, his church,and that the
pringiples of the Gospel are his prin-

I rejoice in the work of God. I
havelnever seen a moment. sinee [
bocame acquainted with the prined-
ples of the Gospel when I had the
least doubt in my mind of their
trathfulness, I have pever feared,
and do not kuow whatthe feeliug of
fear is as to the result of this work,
I know that God 1s able to bear it
off, and that He will doit. I fear
often for mankind and for myself,
knowing my own weaknesses, bei-
ter perhaps than any living belng
except God. I often bave fearsand

made to feal my own weskness and

Lord. Bot as to the work of

except 8 man is willing to eacrifice
eva{g earthly tfe or consideration
trembling for myeelf when I am | for the

thy of the
This 1a recording to the declaration
of Jesus while He was mpon t.heﬁ

ciples, for he has embreced them
and espoused them, or &% least nn.|fi
less we have embraced the Goepel
and received the principles thereof
in our hearts that they have become
a parkof us, that we might become
identifled with the designs ana pur-
poses of the Almighty in the earth,
we are not converted, nor are we
worthy to be eaved In the kingdom
of God. Itls written—and it is as
true as that the son shines—that

Gos[ici]’a sake, he is not wor-

end Inestimable privileges which

God, it cannot fail, for God has
decreed its copsummation; and

earth, It is the testimony of Jozeph
Emith, and that of all the holy g;_l Ml‘ R Bwain Gifford,

red upon us, und they will be In
herited by our poeterity if we prow
worthy of the privilege, and lve fy

May Glod bless ps and help uas
learn the sruth and atide In it fo
ever, is my prayer,in the name ¢
Jesus, Amen.

Goxrespondence,

8r. JoaN’s, April Tth, 1882
Editor Deseret Newe:

Spring has come again, and ty
beautiful low rolling niils that &
round us, have begun to mesun
their Inxuriant mantle of beautifi
The birde have reeome
snd B smiiing
lesped D8 with

green.
and j.Lheir eweet singin
providence has
error | plenty of snow in the Mountains &
selfishiiess  and {eupply us with plenty of water t
sin, that ' moment oar foundation [irrigate our lands, and the beautifal
beneath our feet; | wheat begine to spring forth from
the sands will be washed away,|mother Xarth promising the hus
80 | bandman a rich return for his harg
Our mechanics. bave s fayr
prospect for work during the comipy
summer, and peace and prospery
seem,in tke providence of Gashe
our great blessing thia epring.

Our late Conference In this plas
was a rich treat to all Latter-dss
Baints, Apostles Young and Girant
were filled with the s
holy calling, and di
sirength of our Qod; and I do feel [their recent Jvisit; they have nov
left us to return to their Ilabos
among the down trodden Indian
who roam the broad screa of our ¥y
settled Territory; whe
they left ua all felt to say “God bis
and prosper you in your raisslon#
love to that poor degraded pecp
'and prosper your labora with . abm
President Jspe N
Bmith accompanied them Eastwat
Iadt Wednesday morning.
Apaches are agaln it
ing in the BSouthern'part of Arizons,
and in Sonora,they are a very bloot
thirsty race of men, I think the
worst upon this continent.

labor,

partialiy

dant success,

B

eise in the worid.. Itisa stay, an | g N OFFER TO YOUNG AMERI-
CAN ARTISTS.

PRIZE OF 9YHREE THOUSARD

. For the best original drawiglo
illaatrate Alfred Domett’s “Chnsh-
Hymn”—the drawi
suitable for publication in
Magazine, and to be the excinsise
work of an American srtist not ove
twenty-five years of age—Measn
Haxper & Brothere offer a reward o
THREE THOUBAND DOLLARS
upon the honorable underztanding
that the successful com petitor shal
use {he eame for the prosecutiond
arl-study in one or more of the bed
Amerlcan echools, Inciuding slos
sojourn abroad of
months for the stody of the &
The award will be paid i
such instalments and at such time
as shall best suit the con venience d
th?’ reciplent for the purposes speth

I have no more interest in the King- | M88

masters.

au,

The drawings must berecelved by
Mesers, Harper & Brothers not Jat
gmnAugust 1, 1883, der;ﬂ{sad s 4l
ompetition, Harper’s Magazin
Franklin Square, Ncw York,;” anl
each muset be designated by an -

sumed name or
also be given,—!
real name, age, and residence of the
artist,—in a sealed envelo
panying the drawings, and not fob*
opened until the result of the com
;E‘etition shall have been daterl?illg'
rof Christ. {The name of the successful com
e ” kpetltot will not be publicly 8
nounced untll the publication of the
drawing,

tto, which shotit
ether with &



