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upvirtuous; but that virtue is un-
common with men, every person
who is familiar with the world, [
think, must be forced to acknowledge.
And if men commit acts of this
kind, there must be others with
whom they commit the aets. The
result is, virtue among women is
not as general ag it should be.

We sec the deplorable effects of
the introduction of this spirit in our
cities and settlements, and they are
painful to witness. No man can

ke a course of this kind, and per:
sist in it, without causing the with-
drawal of the Bpirit of d and a
spirit of evil to take possession of
him which will, unless he repents
with all his heart, resuit in hie de-
struction. He Inses faith, in conse-
quence of which he goes into dark-
negs.

There has been no more fruit-
ful cause of apostacy in this
Church than this. Those who
have been familiar with the
Elders who have fallen and kuow
the cause of their fall, will agree
with e, I am sure. in saying that
this sin has been the most fruitful
cauge of the overthrow of Eiders in
this Chiurch. The Lord, in two
revelations, says: ““He that looketh
upon a woman to lust after her shall
deny the faith.”” A man who loes
this commits adultery in his lieart.
He yields to a spirit that drives the
Spirit of God from him. To stand
faithful, he must repent; for the two
influences will not dwell in the
same bosom. The Spirit of God
will dwell only in holy and pure
tabernacles. To have it, therefore,
we must be pure, not ouly in our
acts, but in our words, and our
thoughts; for by the iedium of
thought we ean corrupt ourselves
and indulge in lust, which wil]
drive the Spirit of God away from
us, leaving us in darkness. There-
fore, we cannot Le too careful upon
these points, especially our young

ple. '

I hepe that in S8anpete, near as u
Temple is to you, there is no neces-
sity for you to marry in order to
prevent terrible consequences and
exposure. In other words, I hope
there are no children born among
the Latter-day Baints here
four or . flve or six 1months
alter marriage. Thiz is =&
dreadiul evil. God has provided
ways by which our young people
ean get married. There are some
valleys where it is more difficult to
reach s Temple than it is in this
valley; but every young man and
every young woman should live so
that he or she can get a recom-
mendation from the Bishop to go to
the Temple, fo be married according
to the holy order whieh God has re-
vealed. Every girl among us
ghould be taught to value her vir-
tue more than life itsclf. Beware,
young ladies, of those who would
induce you in any manner to do
anything that is not strictly right,
or that you would not want your
parents or fricnds fo know. Have
nothing to do with a man of this
kind, no matter how much you may
think of him; and unless ho repents,
the Spirit of God will Le withdrawn
from him nnd he will be left to him-
self.

I teel that too much eannot be
said upon this subject, to caution
our young people. Every lacility
should be given to the young to
marry. Sometimes, when our chil-
dren want to marry, we put them
off. This has been done too often
for thie happiness of some. They
have wanted to do right, they have
wanted to honorably fulfil the law
of God, but have been prevented
from cr‘oing it by their parents or
gsome one e¢lse. This is not right
Every fucility shoull be furnished
to our young people to marry in the
proper manner. lincourage mar-
riage in them when they reach the
proper age; and if they do not have
all  they would like to start
life with, letthem start. Far better
to do this than for them to live
unmarried and in the commission of
sin. As you doubtless are aware, I
am o great advocate of early mar-
riages. I believe that every youn
man of marriageable age shoul
take steps to secure unto himself a
partner. We have growiug up in our
settlernents as beautiful giris as can
be found on the face of the earth.
Wierever I go in this Territory I
am sfruck with the great number of
our marriageable girls—very inteli-
gent, lovely girls. The young men
in our midst should marry them.
They should not be allowed to re-
main unmarried. But, girls, remain
majds wuntil you are a hundred
years old if you cannof get men
who are inen of God. Better to re-
main uhmarried all your lives than
to connect yourselves with un-
worthy men, and afterwards have
to be divorced.

Bpeaking in regard to drunken-
ness. Let every girl be wnarned
against a drunkard. A girl may
think, “Well, if I only marry him,
I shall have influence with him,
and T shall prevent him frem in-
dulging in this bad habit.”” Per-
haps the young man may say,
“When we get married [ am going
to quit,” Do net trost any such
man. Do not trust a man who puts
thie intoxicating cup to his lips. Let
Iim ceage the habit before you
marry him; for I tell you that in
too many instances where girls trust
men in this way they will find that
tliey have trusted in vain, and very
likely they will havesorrow brought
upon them through doing so.

There should Le no drumkenness
in our valleys. I do not know
whether you have any saloons here
or in any of your gettlements; but
I want‘to say, as one Latter-day
Saint—not speaking in an official
capacity. but as a member of the
Church—I have no fellowship what-
ever for a man who peddles intoxi-
cating drink to his neighbor. The
Latter-day Saint, so-called, who
gells liquid poison to his neighbor is
not a person that T fellowship.

‘Money made in that way brings a

curse to those who earn it; it brings
no blessing to those who inherit it.
There is 11o blessing connected with
the sale of liquor or intoxicating
drinks to our fellow-men. Latter-
day Baints, of all people, should be
fiee from this. We should set our
faces against it. It [ could speak to
all the boysof this eountry, I would
say, Never touch anything of an in-

toxicating character. Never fuste it.
You do not Lkunow what demon
may be unchained within you by
merely tasting this dreadful stuff. 1
have cause to know this. A young
man of my acquaintance was given
brandy, with the remark that it was
cider. He had never tasted any-
thing of the kiad before, and when
Ire drank this. it aroused within
him a taste against which he will
have to struggle all his life. It is
like unchaining a demon that can-
not be contrclled. There are some
men so organized thai when they
taste intoxicating drink they canngt
coptrol thempelves. Therefore, it is
better nmever to taste intoxicating
drink in any form. Never put it to
your lips. Never let it 58 the,
pertals of your mouths. It is far
better for men to live without this;
and 1 know that they can. [ have
proved that men can do good work
without it.

Why is it that our girls do not
drink? Have they not justas much
right to drink axa man has? They
have just ag much reason and justi-
fieation todo it as the boys have.
But wlhoever hears of our girls going
to saloons? What young mau is
there among us, though he himgelf
may go to the saloons and drink,
that would court a girl and expect
to make her his wife if he knew she
entered a saloon and poured such
vile stuff down her throat? But
why should he expect her to refrain
fron1 these things and he have the
license to indulge in them? Is
there one law for the men and an-

other for the women upon these -

points? Certainly not.

Is there a law that a man may
smoke and make himself a stink in
the nosirils of sensitive men, while

hig sisier, or the gir] whont he Is.

courting may not do the same? It
is a wrong idea that boys should
have privileges in these directions
that ourgirls do not have. 1t scems
to me that the smell of cigarette
smoke is just as offengive, just as
hateful and unpleagant, when a
boy or a man has it about him, as it
would be if o woman had it ahout

her. T do not Lknow that there .

would be any difference in the
odor.

I speak in this strain this evening
because this is a Priesthood meeting
and here are the teachers—the per-
sons who vislt the louses of the
Saints. Teachers, do you inquire
where these girls and boys are at
night? Do you inquire of the
parents if the children keep good
hours? Do you inguire if they are
at partics at improper hours and
with improper companions and im-
proper gurroundings? You should
do this. It is well enough to in-
quire how they feel toward the
Pregidency of the Clhurch, or to the
Twelve, or to the Presidency of the
Btake, or to their
and sisters. But there are other
questions which may be asked, and
which are equally as importantas
these. And if you live as ¥you
should do,the Spirit of the Lord will
suggest these to you when you cnter
into the house. You can very prop-
erly enquire concerning the habits
of the young people, and perhaps by
doing #o0 you may stop somse soul

brethren



