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dear brother it bebecomescorpes our painful duty to
record the departure of minis-
ter otof the gospel elder abel eransbrans late presi-
dent of the welsh district who departed this
life on friday november soth at about ten
minutes past 7 pm of consumption his first
illness was contracted by standing guard over
night while the saints were cbankingembarkingin on
board the ship johnjonn bright at liverpool on or
about theistthe of may last liellehe struggled against
this cough and cold with apparent success un-
til some time in september last while attend-
ing conference initi birmingham hebe got wet
which renewed the cold and coughing upon
him his indomitable energy and courage
would not allow him to yield before the influ-
ence of thethel destroyer and he continued to
travel and preach out of doors and in until he
became too weak to stand still unwilling that
his afflictions should be even referred to by his
friends which was the reason that we had no
correct information of his real condition until
hearing of his inability to be about
he gave us the facts in answer to our letter of
particular inquiry which reached us only with-
in a week of his decease at this time liehe was
only able to be dressed dallydaily but not to sit up
eyeneven for this itillsis deeply to be regretted that
we could not have known of his affliction in
time that means or changes in circumstances
might have been employed to mitigate the
severity of his complaint at least if not permit-
ted to prevail foghisfor his recovery from the time
of his confinement to the house all that the
country could afford or that could be derived
from thetao faithful attention and administration
of affectionate saints was bestowed

brother abel evans has been a faithful ploriopio-
neer ofthe gospel into almost every part ofof the
principality he was born june nthuthath 1813 in
the village of Llan boldy county ofcarmarthenmarthenCar
south wales was baptized on or about the
ofmarch 1814 we are unable to state by whom
but he appears to have been the fruit of elder
william henshaweHenshaws labors who commenced
the work here shortly before elder dan jones
arrival in the principality on the arrival of
brother jones brother evans engaged with
fresh ardor in theth ministry traveling and open-
ing up branches that have grown to confer-
ences indeed his name has become like house-
hold words among all the welch saints but
a few days before he died he told elder johngaiiparryl that hebe had baptized over seven hundred
souls into the church in merthyr alone and
elders morris and say that he had re-
corded more than two thousand that he had
baptized lain wales before he emigrated to ziozionn
he was an able minister of thelithe nolyholyoly ghost and
the lord wrought many miracles among this
people through his instrumentality healing
many of their maladies among others several
cases otof cancer and cholera brother evans
emigrated in 1850IKO andaasanaand was first married during
this journey I1 think at st louis staid at
council point two years and was there chosen
hlhighh counselor in isa removed to utah inthiihlthe company ofcaptain 3Morganandwas chosen
captain of the guard located in lehllehi utahcounty where he was chosen captain 0
marshalmarshai of the city deputy sheriffsherifr of thecountycount anand counselor to bishop davidI1 evans
in which 0officesces hohe continued to actae until april
conference of1865 when he was calledilelle on his
last mission to nishis native country he arrived
in liverpool on the ofjuly and labored as
travellingTravelling elder in Wales until soon after thetho
birmingham council ofjanuary last he was ajap-
pointedhinted president of the welsh district where
heEe laborlaborededwithwith unceasing diligence so long as
the powers of life beritwere continued to him
elders john parry and john D rees were his
faithful attendants at the residence of brother
thomas james the deep and abiding affection
which he had won in the hearts of all the saints
around secured for him more of kindly con-
sideration and tender manifestation than he
couldrould accept heile was strong and unshaken to
the hour ofothisothashis death that he should recover
and rebuked those who manifested any doubt
so great was his confidence of recovery that itwas not until the day of his decease that he
consented for brother parry to write to his
kaellyfamily inln utah to inform them ahat he was
sick ofa cold but that he expected to be well in
afewa few days and would write them lamJAmhimselfselfseln ilehe
did not seem to realize that he was verylvery illiiill and
had no idea that he was dangerous nor did he
complain of any disease or pain except the in-
convenience and weariness of the cough ilehe
died with the utmost quietude as a person
falling asleep I1 assisted elders J W young
parry morris rees and davies to lay his body
out just as he audand his family would wish to
have it done if they could have been present to
direct and by request I1 spoke to those at the
funeral according to the measure of the spirit
given to me all was conducted with greatgreal res-
pect throughout and only for the very stormy
weather avery numerous company would have
been presentresent

thekaugamfuneral was on tuesday the ath dinst at
3 pm several of the americanameriAmerldan elders
were present namely J IV youn john parry
john reese ellaselias morris richard S davisjoseph lawson and myself

PF D RICHARDS
justljusti after his getting wet at birmingham

during the second weekofoctober while tratravel-ing
v

in the Carmarthen conference he sleptsiepttekina damp place which fastened his cold and con-
firmed his him from which timehe rapidlyrapidly grew worse until his death thiswas ttheI1 e immediate causecanse of his deauldeath added to
his former exposures

RUSSIAN CONCconcessionsconcessinEssid a TO TIIUTHE PEO-
PLE A dispatch fromontfromfromoStSSt petersburg
sayssaysAnan imperial decree has been is-
sued remitting the exceptional imposts
taxes and monopolies in force in four
hundred and fifty towns in russianpoland and which hadbad been establish-
ed on the basis of ancient feudal laws to
the profit either of the government or
of the individual proprietors on whose
lands those towns were builtbulit these
rights are relinquished by the state
without indemnity the various land-
holders will receive compensation forfbi
the loss of their privileges
it is computedted that four hundred

thothousandll11sand citizens will thus become
proprietors of their estates in consconsidersconsidesidem
tioff the payment of the necessary
indemnities A n

interesting lenteebentee FROFROMna

JAPAN

the following letter is from general
van the american min-
ister in japan to his brother frankFranl
van valkenburggh of milwaukee it
Is written from the city of yeddo ththe
populous capital of the empire

YEDO sunday septem-
ber ag 1866 For sixty hours up to this
time the rainmin has been pouring down
here in perfect torrents so that the
ground about my househouie is deep with
mud and water yesterday we had an
earthquake the within a month
and this morning a heavy typhoon or
wind storm which blew downown one
shanty in my yard and unroofed my
stable it is still blowing at one
pmambutkutbutbut the sun hnshas come out and I1
think the worse of it is over I1 rode up
from yokohama 22 miles on horseback
on thursday lastlast and have not been
around much since is the
name of the temple within whose yard
or conicompoundwoundpound as they call it here my
house is situated so I1 call my place by
that name which means the place ofor
eternal happiness there are over five
hundred of these temples in yeddo
some of them very large and magnifi-
cent the people all worship idols and
their temples are surrounded by very
beautiful grounds somesometimestimeatimes nivefive or
six hundred acres in extent filled with
fine old trees and kept in grand order
Mmymvv house is built in japanese style
one story high with sliding screens all
around it so that it can be thrown all
open or all closed up at pleasure the
windows are made of the white paper
of the country not a pane of glass in
the house and the entire floor is cov-
ered with soft thick matting each mat
being inn fact a mattress thethoe nanativesives
sleep upon these mats which make a
vevery comfortable bed my groundsrounds of
about an acre and a halfareare within
forty feet of the temple and surroundsurroundedded
by two high fences betweenbelbetween which the
sentinels who guard us are continually
walking up andaud down back of the
house is a fish pond fifty feet in length
by twenty fivelo width filled with the
largest goldfishgold fish I1 have ever seen and I1
take a great deal of pleasure in feedfeedinglilg1139
and watching them immediately back
of the fish pond is a hill about forty feet
high and covered with large trees and
beautiful shrubs I1 have there a ja-
ponica thirty feet or more in height
and twtwentynty inches in circumference

two large chestnut trees full of nuts
several Ursteria vines
altheasaltheahAltheas Hebeb riscus bamboos pines
ae ac my retinue of servants is com-
posed entirely of males no females go
out to service here I1 have my butler
jo an east indian who has entire
charge of everything four tabletabie waiterswalters
who attend to all our personal wants
and wait on the table one cook and an
assistant cook one waterman who car-
ries water and attends the bath rooms
one washer man who does the washing
and ironing one tailor who makmalmakesmaleses
mends and hems two cooliesestoto Edo
chores generally three to take
care of my three horses and finally one
Comperdor who makes all the purchas-
es for the household

in riding out a bottoe accompanies
you on foot and no matter how larfar or
how fast you ride he is at your side to
take care of your horse when you stop
I1 have purchased three very good horses
and ride frequently the highest
monthly wages I1 pay any japanese
servant is about five dollars and the
lowest two dolldoiidollarsarsandand sixty six cents
they live on ricori and fish and dress
very little I1 just looked in at the
kitchen and saw my three bettges come
in for their chowchowchow chow or lunch en-
tirely naked except a small strip of
cloth about the loins this is all the
dress the workingvorking people wear and
every second man you meet in the street
isls dressed in this cheap and simple man-
ner the dress of thetho omenwomenW is not
duitequiteefte so simple but is far from elaborate

this is a city ofprobably two millions
armoreor inorelnore of inhabitants and yet within
its bounds are vast forests of old trees
and from the busiest haunts you can in
ten minutes be as much isolated al-
most as in the woods of wisconsin
the streets are narrow and thetho houses
are small and much crowded together
yet they are kept cleaner than in ananyy
city in the world andind all the peopleae
fathebatho every day

SEVEN EIGHTHS of the teachers in the
public schools of massachusetts are fe-
males

MARINE photograph obazineMBM bazineazine
well known for his photographic re-
searches has contrived a very ingenious
submarine photographic studio by
which he is enabled to take photphotographs
of sunken ships rocks ac the cham-
ber is provided with lelensns shaped water-
tight windows and by means of the
electric light the objects to be shotophoto-
graphed are highly illuminatedilluminate M
bazine is able to remain about ten min-
utes in his submarine chamber and
has produced several clear and well de-
fined photographic pictures of objects at
thetho great dapdepthth of feet athenaeum

BREECH LOADING arusARMS the war
department has published the final re-
port of the board appointed to examine
breech loading armsarins it is signed by
general halleckHaIhalJeck and approved by gen-
eral grant the conclusions of the
board are as follows first that the
45 inch calibre ball has given the best
result as to accuracy penetration and
range second that all rifle muskets
and single loading carbines used in the
military service should if practicable
be fitted for the same cartridge third

that the charge for muskets should
be from 65 to 700 grains of powder and
from to grains of lead fourth
that the board recommends the plan of
alteration submitted by H berdanberdau
this gives the stable breech pin secures
the piece against premature dischdischargesarges
and involvesinvolvees only a slight change of
our present pattern of arimarumarmss the bore
of our present barrel as has been proved
by experiments before the board canean
be reduced to the desired ccalibreallalibrebro by
reaming0 out the grooves and inserting
a tube the board is unable to becom
ment any of the new breech loaders pre-
sented to it for examination the
spencer magazine barbinecarbine is recom-
mended as ththee best cavalry arm

disgracefuldisgracerUL the new york times
says of the recent election in that state
from Rensel laer columbia saratoga
and albany counties the universal stateatz
ment is that money flowed like water
and that if this practice is to continue
the offices must be set up to the highest
bidder electors marched up to the
polls under the convoy of some well
known ward politician who placed
tickets in hands as they reached the
ballot boxes and after depositing
their votes took out his pocketbookpocket book
and paid them one two three five or
ten dollars as the casocase might be be
ore hundreds of people without even

the mock decency ofretiring to one side
party leaders had to buy up theirtheir own
voters who refused to exercise their
privilege until a satisfactory sum of
money was placed in their hands at
least one quarter of the voters of the city
of albany were bribed or received com-
pensationpensation for their votes

murruemewsNEWSVS ieeITEITEMSMS
anIN 18001850 there was but eighty sheep in

minnesota now there are over five
hundred thousand

IT is a mistake to suppose that every-
body in kentucky is runninggunning for gov-
ernor there are thirteeneeli men who aarere
not they are the candidates for
lieutenant governor so says a ken-
tucky paper

BROAD street in philadelphia jsis des-
tined to be the finest street in any
american city it has been ertendedextended
from nicetownNicetown lane to eltFilfishersliers laneit is now ten miles long with a width
of one hundred and thirteen feet and
straight as an arrow

rev DR hallock says the following
is the best way to write for a newspaper
saysly the most possible in the least space
pitchfitch right into your subject make
the title and first sentence so that itmust be read and so of the second no
matter what has preceded or is to fol-
low

MR JACOD ts a respected citi-
zen of manchester township york
county pennsylvania and supposed to
be the largest man in the country died
of apoplexy at the age of fifty seven
years he was exceedingly corpulent
and was supposed to weigh above five
hundred pounds at the time of his
death his coflincoffin measured thirty five
inches in breadth by twenty three in
depth his weight was not far from
that of daniel lambert of leicester
shire england which is given as five
hundred and twenty eight pounds and
who is said to have been the largest
man in the world

au

LATE arrivals from I1 across the plains
report large herds of buffalo in the
platte valley between valley station
and Julesburg it is thought that the
indians are driving them and consider-
able alarm is felt among the settlers
along the platte

tim metropolitan transit company
of new york proposes to submit to the
legislature a plan for a railroad which
shailshall relieve broadway with the least
disturbance of public or private rights
the plan is to purchase the right of
way through the blocks on that thor-
oughfareough fare paying by appraisal for the
property taken then to demolish the
buildings excavate a tunnel and lay
in it a double track for steam railway
cars to convey through passengers
build another railralirailroadpoadDoad on the surface
for passengers desirous of going short
distances and construct wYanotherother ele-
vated on pillars fifteen feet or more
above the ground for freight

AN attempt is being made in england
to get up a fund for thetho purpose ofputting
down the mr hanbury
writes to the london times that
should be forthcoming and says that he
has 1000 ready to contribute to it
lord ebury agrees as to the necessity
but doubts the success of the effort be-
cause the greater portion ofour influen-
tial laity besides a largelawo majority olourofour
bishops and clergy are either in favor
of the traeTrac tarlan movement or are in-
different to it speaking of these two
worthies the church times dis
courteolcourteouslyisly says we areate glad to make
balakBala andkand balaam acquainted with each
other and it suggests that the fund be
called the perspersecution fund

THEtim new york correspondent of the
botonboston journal says

one of the vilest places in the fourth
ward and one of the most popular of
its class is kept by a man 40 years of
age he has been eleven years inthe
business he is very smart and talent-
ed and has amassed a fortune of over

he has built one of the most
elegant and complete tenant houses in
the city he belongs to one of the best
families in the state his brother is anau
eminent ihministerinister of the gospel he
was piously brought up received a col-
legiatele tateaate education and graduated at the
Udirionmon theological seminary of the
eitycity of new york he took to this lifeilfe
and has followed it for eleven years
without blenching he keeps religious
bookslooks in his establishment and when
heie can get a chance talks religion amid
the dance and the drunkness and tho
Ptroirorofanitydanity of his den

he has a genial wife who tends the
barjar and superintendssuper intends the feminine por-
tion of the concern he has educated
twoiwo of his brothers children for the
ministry and is said to be quite liberal
in benevolentPlent matters such a speci-
men of intelligent recklessness and
educated depravity cannot probably be
paralleled on the continent having
seen this man and talked with him I1
know what I1 write he has chanchangedcredered
his name so alnottoas notto disgrace his famfamilyilylly
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A TOURIST in italy discourses aarol
lows as regard0 to the people of florence
the national capital

the people of florence are the least
interesting of all the italians they are
less civil than the romans less energet-
ic than less intelintelligentligen than
the citizens of bologna and far less
handsome and courtecourteousous than the ven-
etians they aroare often brusque notto
say rude in their manners towards
strangers they are often very im-
pudent

in
pudentianpudentinin theirway ofstarlstaringnoatngatat foreign-
ers make ill bred remarks about any
personal defect or peculiarity and do
not hesitate to jostle one off iromfrom the
narrow sidewalks into the mud that is
in the scanty situations where these
conveniences are to be found if he be
in the way most of the italian men
are of gentlemanly manners and tender
him the kindest attentions with an air
that makes them doubly attractive
but that peculiarity does not exist in
florence the italians are generally
remarkable for their good looks by this
I1 mean the male part of populationthe
and one rarely out of tuscany meets
with a man who has not some striking
or interesting feature that makes him
an attractive object for the eye to rest
upon it is different however in this
part of italy and coming here directly
from venice I1 could not avoid noticing
the strong contrast between thehe two
sectsectionsionslons and Iniin favor of the latter


